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Key
Objectives What We

of the Heard From
Action Plan Yukoners

® Modernize and standardize existing e Strong opposition to the burning
solid waste facilities based on of wastes

sustainable, best management
practices

e Focus on waste diversion rather

Develop a coordinated, regional than waste disposal
approach to Yukon solid waste

management e Develop waste management
alternatives

Work in partnership with

municipalities, communities, industry

and stakeholders
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- Key Improvements
We’re Moving On

The Yukon government is moving now to take the
following actions:

1o

Solid waste facilities in Yukon communities range
from basic landfills to more organized and developed
sites that provide for sorting, storing and organizing
various types of waste. As we work to improve
recycling, environmental protection, and waste
diversion, all facilities will require basic sorting and
proper storage for special wastes.

e Provide and/or enhance storage bins and containers

for recyclables.

e Enhance special waste containers for
environmental protection and public safety.

e Improve and standardize signage to assist users to
dispose and recycle different wastes.

* Increase site supervision to better manage and
maintain facilities and assist users.

The plans will include site specific improvements to
address the following:

e Better segregation of waste types
e Handling of special and “troublesome” waste

e Phasing out and elimination of open burning of
waste - facilities to transition to new approaches by
2012

e Environmental studies and monitoring - develop
a plan to conduct surface and groundwater
assessments, and instal required groundwater
monitoring

¢ Enhance infrastructure for better environmental
protection - an increased level of engineered “waste
cells” to ensure better containment of waste and
protection of groundwater

Whitehorse
Periphery Circuit

Haines Junction
Periphery Circuit

Carmacks
Periphery Circuit

Mayo Periphery
Circuit

The map (above) shows where other transfer circuits
may be implemented over the next couple of years.

22

Our facilities and programs can be viewed as a
“network” that provides new opportunities to
coordinate waste management, maximize resources,
promote more sustainable land use and significantly
improve community facilities.

In the Comprehensive Solid Waste Study, a regional
approach was recommended that would feature a
number of community transfer stations and shared
landfills to be established along a “waste circuit”.
Moving to transfer stations and regional landfills offers
a number of benefits to communities, while continuing
to provide waste facilities conveniently close to home.

Investments in regional coordination will achieve long
term cost savings, more efficient transportation of
waste and recyclable materials, and allow for planning



future waste management needs. As a first step,

the Yukon government will immediately develop
transfer stations in the Whitehorse periphery, with the
installation of new waste transfer stations in Carcross,
Tagish, and Deep Creek. This is in addition to existing
transfer stations in Marsh Lake and Mount Lorne.
Waste from these communities will be transported to
the City of Whitehorse landfill.

As part of the work on developing and implementing
site specific landfill Operational Plans, the Yukon
government will be exploring the development

of waste circuits in other parts of Yukon in order

to improve facilities and transition away from the

burning of waste.

3.

With the range of governments and groups involved
in Yukon waste management, a key theme heard
throughout the Study and our work to date has been
the need to look at waste management Yukon-wide,
and to take a partnership approach.

A Yukon Solid Waste Advisory Committee would
bring together key representatives involved in

various aspects of solid waste management, including
the Yukon government, recycling, processing and
transportation industry groups, Yukon communities,
municipal governments and Yukon First Nations to
collaborate and generate ideas for programs and
initiatives to better manage waste in the territory.

The Committee will be established to assist in the
successful implementation of this Solid Waste Action
Plan and as an ongoing opportunity for partnerships
and ideas. The Committee would act in an advisory
role by reviewing implementation options and
making recommendations to the Yukon government
regarding the management of solid waste and
recycling programs in Yukon.

This Committee would be the first of its kind

for looking at Yukon waste managementina
coordinated fashion - it would provide a formal

venue and opportunity to explore partnership
opportunities, share information and provide broader
advice to governments and communities on waste
management. By coming together to discuss waste
management in this way, Yukon will continue to
develop and implement modern and sustainable
waste management practices.

4.

In addition to establishing the Yukon Solid Waste
Committee, the Department of Community Services

will work directly with municipalities and communities
to identify opportunities to partner and share
resources to meet specific community needs.

5.

The Yukon government currently administers a
number of programs related to waste management
through the Department of Community Services
and waste recycling and diversion through the
Department of Environment.

The Department of Community Services and the
Department of Environment will be working to
consolidate waste disposal and recycling programs.
This “whole of government approach” will ensure
better integration of waste disposal facility activities,
with recycling and waste reduction efforts, to
implement the objectives of this Action Plan. This
work will begin with the transfer of waste reduction,
and diversion programs from the Department of
Environment to the Department of Community
Services.

Waste
Management
Challenges
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Exploring New
Technologies in Waste to
Energy for A Northern Climate

Composting is the process through which
organic materials are biodegraded and
mixed with soil to provide nutrient rich
topsoil. Compostable wastes include food
wastes, “contaminated” paper products
(i.e. paper towels), non-recyclable paper
products, yard waste, hair, and wood
shavings or sawdust. Oxygen and water
are also important components in the
composting process, which requires that
compost be turned and watered regularly
so that air and moisture are distributed
throughout.

Composting can be a challenge, particularly
in rural Yukon. Nevertheless, there is

a potential to increase waste diversion
substantially in Yukon through composting.

Community Partnerships in Waste

Management



Government of Yukon Reduce,
Recycle and Diversion Initiatives

e Beverage Container Recycling Program

e Used Tire Program

e Household Hazardous Waste Collection

e Special Waste Collection

e Recycling Fund Grants

e Recycling Education Fund

e The Recycling Club

e The Waste Reduction and Recycling Initiative

e E-waste Collection and Processing Program

1. Enhancing our efforts for Re CyCI ing,
Waste Reduction and piversion

Taking action to avoid waste generation in the

irst place is perhaps the most important aspect of
e management and reduces the requirement
rsion and disposal. There are a number
tions and challenges that need to be
uce wastes:
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4. Exploring potential partnership and
business opportunities

The Yukon government will explore potential partnership
and business opportunities that could positively impact on
Yukon’s waste management system, including:

* shipping and transport of recyclable and special wastes
to regional locations and out of territory

e potential materials processing facilities for recyclable
aterials, bulk wastes, scrap metal, tire shredding, and
s crushing

ondary industries” for the use of recyclable
processed within the territory
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Taking a rore rmodern approach to our waste ranagernent activities in Yulon is rore than
upgrading our facilities in the short terrm. Best ranagement practices, tachnology, and
opportunities to irmprove will continue to evolve.

This Solid Waste Action Plan is a first step. Over the long terrn, the Yulkon governrment
will continue to explore ongoing improverments for environrmental and cormmunity
health, researching innovative new technologies, and long-terrn solutions for our Yui<on
cornruriities.

Together, we will create a state-of-the-art solid waste management systern that will adapt
to the changing needs of future generations of Yulkon cornmunities.
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For more information please contact:
Community Development
Department of Community Services
Government of Yukon
Phone 867 456 6191
www.community.gov.yk.ca



