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Road Access in Parks/Protected Areas

1.0 Background

Similar to many other jurisdictions across Canada, the Government of Yukon is
implementing a protected areas strategy. A key component of the strategy for
Yukon’s natural resource industries concerns the policies which will define road
access into and through protected areas. In order to inform the design of a Yukon
road access policy, Vector Research was contracted by Energy, Mines and
Resources to research the current parks/protected areas road access policies of
the jurisdictions shown below. This note presents the results of the research
exercise.

British Columbia New Brunswick

« Alberta « Nova Scotia
« Manitoba « Newfoundland
« Ontario « Alaska

2.0 Methodology

The main research instrument used was in the form of queries by email. For each
of the eight jurisdictions at least two initial points of contact were identified, one
from an industry association, one from within government. Some contacts were
provided by Energy, Mines and Resources; other were identified through
research of on-line directories. The list of initial contacts identified and queried is
attached.

While responses were not received from all individuals queried, responses were
received from all jurisdictions. All responses were in the form of electronic mail
except for Manitoba’s which was relayed by telephone.

Note that the individuals contacted were not asked to provide an “official”
response on behalf of the agency they represent. In addition, it was in no way
suggested that the responses would be for the use of any agency other than the
Yukon Department of Energy, Mines and Resources. As a result, any alternate
use should be confirmed with the respondents.

3.0 Research Question
All jurisdictions were presented with the same request, namely to:

“...identify the current policies of [jurisdiction] in respect of:

a) new road access through parks/protected areas for resource
development (e.g., mining, forestry, oil, gas and hydroelectric) located
outside the boundaries of the park/protected area; and

b) road access through parks/protected areas on roads/trails which pre-
date the creation of the park/protected area for resource development
(e.g., mining, forestry, oil, gas and hydroelectric) located outside the
boundaries of the park/protected area.”
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4.0 Research Results

The responses received are summarized in the table on the following pages.
Note that written responses provided by the various jurisdictions were generally
quite detailed and informative. As a result, readers are encouraged to read the
actual responses which are reproduced verbatim by jurisdiction in the tabbed
section of this binder. The Alaska section of the binder includes a copy of the
publication d(2), Part 2 - A Report to the People of Alaska on the Land Promises
Made in ANILCA provided by the Alaska Miners Association.

The accompanying CD contains a digital copy of these notes, the summary of
responses table and the email responses received which contained information
relevant to the project. In addition, digital (pdf) versions of source documents
referenced in respondents’ email or sourced on various websites may also be
found, by jurisdiction, on the same CD.
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