




















Map 1—Limits of Glacier Ice During the Last Ice Age (McConnell Glaciations)
(From B. Ward 1991—Reproduced with Permission)
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Figure 1.
Drawing of Antler Spear
Point with Microblade Insets

Figure 2.
Two Burins—Northwest
MicrobladeTradition

what it is today: the lake waters were slightly
higher and the forest had only just begun to
spread into the region. At that time, caribou was
probably the main game animal; perhaps a few
bison could be found as well.

The remains of two small camp sites have
been discovered on Tatl’da Man, on the north
shore of the big lake, which are the camps of the
first people. The sites were only briefly visited,
sothat not a great deal is known about them. The
few stone tools that were found there, however,
are of a style which was shared by many people
in Alaska and Yukon between about 11,000 and
5,000 years ago. Archaeologists have given the
name Northwest Microblade tradition to the
particular stone tools that were made in this pe-
riod. Ultimately, the roots of the Northwest
Microblade tradition lie in the Ice Age cultures
of North East Asia.

Stone Tools

Perhaps the most distinctive among the
Northwest Microblade tradition tools was the
microblade. These were small stone blades, like
razor blades. The blades were set in a row along
the edge of a knife or spear point to form the cut-
ting edge of the tool. When the blades broke or
became dull, they were removed and new blades
were set in place.

Another stone tool of the Northwest
Microblade tradition was the burin. This tool,
which was probably set in a handle of wood or
antler, was used along a sharp edge for scraping
or whittling antler and bone. It is very rarely that
bone and antler tools are found in archaeologi-
cal sites, however, because these materials
quickly rot away in the acidic soils of the north-
ern forest.
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Figure 3.

Unfinished Stone Spear Point
found at the Village Site, Below
the White River Ash (Northern
Archaic Tradition)

Figure 4.
Two end scrapers—
Northern Archaic Tradition

Stone Tools

The Middle Prehistoric period saw major
changes in the way in which people made their
stone tools, not only at Tatl'’4 Man but through-
out Yukon. People stopped making microblade
tools; in their place, spear and knife points ap-
pear made entirely of stone. Many of these had
notches at one end so that they could be tied onto
a spear shalft or handle; others had stems so that
they could be set in socketed halts; still others
were thinned at one end and tied in place in split
shalts or handles. Burins all but disappear alter
5,000 years ago; in their place, people made use
of different types of stone end scrapers. Archae-
ologists label the stone tool technology of this
period of Yukon prehistory the Northern Archaic
tradition.

Why people changed the style of their stone
tools at this point in time is not well understood.
Some archaeologists have suggested that new

people were coming into Yukon and with them,
new ideas about how to make stone tools. Other
archaeologists propose that the disappearance of
the large herds of barren ground caribou, as the
forests spread over the country, may have al-
fected how stone tool were made. Their sugges-
tion is that caribou antler was the only material
that was suitable for making tools with micro-
blade insets. When large quantities of caribou
antler were no longer readily available, the styles
of tools changed to one in which tools were
made entirely of stone.

Patterns of trade and travel during the
Northem Archaic tradition time are reflected in
the types of stone people were using for their
tools. Obsidian is very common at Tatl'd Man,
which shows that the trade with people from
southwest Yukon was continuing. A gold-
coloured chert that is found around Carmacks
shows up at Tatl'a Man too, indicating trade with
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Making a Living at Tatl'a Man

People fished at Tatl'a Man through fall,
winter and spring. The best time was from the
end of October to about Christmas time, when
ta'ra are running at the end of the lake and in
Mica Creek. These are broad whitefish, which
have a big body a small head. They are so fat that
you don’t have to put grease in the pan to fry
them; they just {ry in their own grease. Other
kinds of fish were lake whitefish (£yok degay);
round whitefish (shaankay); trout (mbyaat),
greyling (t'a) and jackfish (tatli).

When ta'rd were running, the shallow wa-
ter at the end of the lake almost boiled with fish,
that's how many there were. People would take
them with drag nets, by just walking through the
water. Rachel Tom Tom tells of fishing with her
husband this way and catching about 500 ta'r4
with one pull. Three hours later, the caught
about the same amount again.

Stanley Jonathan described people using a
kind of fish rake, made of two spruce trees tied
together. You'd have to be pretty strong to do
this, but you could just sweep the fish out of the
water.

People set fish traps in Mica Creek for ta'r4,
too. These were long basket traps, about 10 feet
long or more, made of straight willow or spruce
saplings. Two or three baskets would be set in a
shallow place in the creek with a fence on the
sides to guide the fish into the traps. Little Sam
was the last one to set a trap in the creek.

Before the white man, people used willow
bark nets or nets made from sinew. Because it
was a lot of work to make these nets, they were
shorter than the store-bought ones, many four
or five feet. The old-time nets were coloured red
with alder bark.
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Figure 5.
Sketch of Fish Traps





















