December 22, 1954,

Pank Tara Fire Proteciion
3 - Al

Pile: 590

Yowr Files NPAVB

Colomel C, Y. Farrell,
District Eagineer,
Alssgka Distries,

Corps of Engineers,
ANCHORAGE, Alaska,

Dear 3ir:

Your lettor of November 24 regarding tank farm fire
protection marked to the atteaties of Mre A, B, Flood in
Toronto has been sent en to us for reply: We regret the delay
in amswering, which was ssused by the writer being out of town
for two weekse

Our Company bas opsrated tank farms at Regina,
Calgary, Edmontom and HNermaa Wells for up %o as much as 30
yoars, aad while these losations 4o mot experience temperatures
below «50°F for very lemg perieds, they prodbably represent the
most extreme cold weather conditioas usder which tank {farms have
been operated for s loag peried of iime,

It has not been the pelicy of the oil iadustry to
inatall permameat fire pretection equipment (such as fosm
chambers aad associated piping) en tanks im isolated tank farms
where the sumber of tanks invelved is relatively few, HNHowaver,
st the places mentioned above, sur tank faras are closely
associated with refineries amd sre sonetimes in dPuilteup areas,
Therefors, sll tanks aover 20' in diameter and containing pro-
ducts with s flash poiat below 150°F are squipped with foam
chambers and a permaneaily piped system for the application of
foame Present practice is to wse s mobile air fosm system such
as is masufagtured by the Americas LaFrance Foamite Carporation
of Elmira, New York,




Nith regard te the practieshility of foam systems
in extremely cold westher, we would sdvise that, in suwr maay
yoars of operation, we have mot experisased & tank fire during
very cold weathere This is prebably dwe in coasiderables measure
$c the much reduced velatility of ofl preducts at these low
temperaturess We are therefore not iz s position te advise
on the eperability of feam fer fire protection ef tanks under
such conditions, For the extinguishmnent of fires ia small low
tanks, we believe that whesled dry chemiscal uaits wi th the
powder expelled over the edge of the $aak wiik aa appliestor
would prove quite effective, 3uch uaits have the advantage of
being unaffected by extreme oold, sad will expel the powder i
a Jet which will reach NO te 50 feets

We sre enclesiang seme sheets from our tank specifice~
tion which show various features affeciing fire safety, and, in
particular, the layout and arrasgemsat of the permaszeat foam
systems which we use. Ve hepe that the adove informatiom will
be of some use to you, sad if we eam be of any further lhelp,
do not hesitate %0 call on us agsinme.

Tours very truly,

2. ¥, DUNLGP
13118

Per
RE/fm Bes He Sherwood
Enale

Sece Mr, N, M, Pearce

Atteption: Mry A, B, Floed




