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For more information about Yukon,
contact us at:
Government of Yukon
PO, Box 2703
Whitahorsa, Yukon
1A 206
Canada
Telephone: [(867) 667-5811
E-mal: ecoinfo@govykca
Web sita: wentigovyk.ca
[SEM 1-55362-361-4

www.gov.yk.ca
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Introduction

Yukon 5 largar than Ite with brasthtaking widemess, a wealth of opportunities, abundant natural reeources and mandly
wialcoming people. it is home to a skilled and aducated work force, modem infrastructure and endless options for
outdoor activitios year-mund. Yukon is an excallent place to e, work and play — it is 2 way of lifa.

Yukon

Key Yukon Facts

& [acaisd in the Canadian Cordilicrs
physiographic region

s Atotal land mass of 483,510 kme
{about tha size of Spain)

s It has 430 kilomstors of shoraline along the
Basufort Sea, which is home to the historically
significant Harschal Isiand

* Az af Dacember 2007, Yukon's population is
32,714 of which about three-quarters ve in the

capital city of Whitehorse

« Al Yikon communities have accass o a
high-leval of intamet and broadband




Connected Highways and Ports

Yukon ks situated betweon Alaska, Morthwest Temitories and Britizh Columbia. It has more than 4,700 kiometres of
allweaather roads that connect Yukon communities to Canadian and American neighbours,

Yukon has easy access to two ice-froo portz in Skagway and Haines, Alaska and has the potential for a railway and an
ol pipaline. In addition to bulk zhipping, the Alaska Marine Highway System operates vehicle and passenger famies via
these ports and through the famous inside passage to Prince Rupert, British Columbia and Wazshington State.

Tivo of North America’s most famous highways: the Alaska
WHHWWMMW

Officlally opanad in 1948, the Alaska Highway was built in 1942
in alght months and 12 days as a military road. The Dempster

Highway Is a 735 kilomatre

gravelroad that winds through the

Ogifia and Aichardson mountaing and & the only pubiic road in
Canada that crosses the Arctic ﬂﬂnﬂm&m
forest plains to the Northwest Tomitories.
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Alr Travel

The Whitshorss intamational
Airport has diract et sarvice that
connects Vancouver, Edmonton
and Calyary on a regular basis,
Intarnational air services ara ako
availabls to Frankfurt, Germany
duving the pask fourist saason
from May through to Saptamber,
Regional sarvices are availabla fo
tha Yukon dastinations of Dawson
City and Old Crow az wall as Inunvik,
Fort Simpson and Yelowknifa in
tha Northwest Temitorkes. Thara ars
also 10 community airports, with
numarous airstrips in remote Yukon
areas.
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lce Age Yukon

| b Ice Age history of Yukon i unigue in Canada. | he
massive Cordilleran ice sheet advanced ower southam
Yukon at keast six times during the last 2.5 milion yearz.
This cortinental glacier erodad rocks and left bahind
debns and unigue deposits. 1he eariest glacial advance
changed the directioral flow of the Yukon Fiver whie
other glacial events diverted and damimed rivers, creating

Fge lakes,

Feduced gobal =2a levels and the fomiation of the Bering
land bridge irked Eurasia with North America. The
towermg St Hiss Mountains cut ot precipitation bound
for the interior and prevented ice sheatz from foming in
Earingia. Yukon's loe Agewas digingt in that west-central

and northem Yukon remained ice-fres as part of the eastem area of Baringia. This ice-frea refuge was a vast cold and
and grasskand and home to wodlly mammeoths, horses and ions,

The ica ages and Baringia came to.an and approximately 10,000 years ago. Global warming meltted the glaciers and the
wiaker pourad Into N8 wowares, A5 s 2SS e, the Banng Bnd briode fooded. EXinction of mery 108 gy Mammals

changead the face of Yukon forawvar.

Tha Yikon Rivaris 3, 700 km
{2,300 mi) long and ariginally
fowed souwth but aftar glacial
diversion, it revarsad diraction and
now flows northwest and weast to
Alaska and into the Baring Sea
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Hestrical Temeline

1750 - 1890: 1,200 years age:
m;;ﬂ S iag A magaha vokanic
Ctaveen erption along the

copstal Tingt el
micdiemen ard imeriar Ll
i g southErn Yukar with
iumgmm by thick deposita of
EJMH J::::,'.m voicankc ash. First
Amanca. BppEarance af the bow

ared arrow In Y ukan.

1825: BIr John Frankiin begins saarching for tha
Horitrwest Pa=zage and maps the Arctic coastine
fram tha mouth of the Mackerzls Alver o the
Alxzkan Maorth Slopsa.

18521 Coastal Tinglt traders run the Hudsan's Bay
Company traders out, abandoning Fort Sakdrk.

1887: The Daminkn of Carada came Into being
Juty 1. Paniamant autiings its condtians far
accepling the Hudson's Bay Company land to the
wast of tha old Uipper Bnd Lower Canadas. Russia
salls Alaska 1o the Linted Stetes.

1882: 4 party of prospeciors croasas the Ghilkoot
Pass for tha first time and prospacts the Bkiymike
ard Fortyn e rivars during the next year.

1883z Amancan Ueuterant Frederick Schmwatka
cragbas the first modern suney of tha Yukon Fiver.

i'E!I

1848: Aobert Campbell eatablishes Fort Selkdrk, forthe
Hudson's Bay Company et the mouth of the Pelly Riler.

10,000 to
approximately 5,000
years ago In the
post-glacial perisd:
Eanly cozupants mainly
hurt caribau with
microdithie: waapons gt
the and of spears
propelled by tiowirg
boands or atlats.

About 10,000 to
appreximately
25,000 yaars age:
Peaple croes the
Banng land bridge
fram Asla neaar the end
ol the Plalstooane lca
Apa. Yukon I8 homa {o
thewtally mammoth,
Yukon home, steppe
bi=an, =cimiar cat and
Balga antakopa.




—— 18B8: More than 200 prospactors Brrie In Yuken's Interiarand establizn 8 rading poest at them outh of the Stewart Rivar.
& girika of coarse gald on the Fortym 1e Ailver dreas attention sway from other arsas.

188T: A trading post 18 ersctad at tha Fortymile Fiver mouth and baocom es tha first gakd ruah o,
188482 Coal for Yukon use |8 minad neer present-day Camacks.
1868482 Alaska whakers establsh a winier base at Harschel Island In Yiukon's Ancicwatbers.

Te0E: A wintar road |15 DUl tolink
Crwzon Cifty and Whitehome.

1008: The first sllver ora ks shippad
from the Maya region. Gold production
falls In the Dawsan Chy raglon.

1014: Elver King min In the Maya

district ships out ovwer 1,000 tons of ara.

18182 Kana HIllMIng I discovarad arsd
Inproduction by the end of 1820,

1835z Martha Black rures for
Pariameant and wins after her elected
husband, George Black, als 1. 8he B
the second Canadian waman to =i in
the Housa of Commans.

1842-43: More then 10,000
American mIitary and chillan
FIH"B:IFHH arfve to construct the
Alaska Highway.

1885: Inspecior Constanting of the Morth-Wast Mounted Police and 20 man ara
gentto uphcld Canadan sovaraignty and malmialn |ew and ordar In Yukon. The
paolice actas Dominlon land agents, custom colectors, maglstrates and
rapreaant all govamiment dapartmants.

1884: Skookum Jim, Georga Camack and Dawson Charda strike gold an
Banarza Craek In the Klondike Rlver dralnage. Word spreads and crestes the
waorkd-famous 1888 Klordika zold Rush.

1898: Otiawa passas the Ykon Tamtiory Act to constitute Yukon as saparats
and distinct from the Morth-West Tamtones. Cawson Cly bacomes the
tamitonal capital city and ks the Iargest Canadian city west of Winnilpes.

1800z Whitie Pass & Yukon Routs rallway establishes the town of Closakaigh
later called Whiehorse) and connects to Skagway, Alaska, Thalr
staam-powered stermwheslers fravel the Yukan River and lis major fributaries
carrying people, mall and supplis.
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18532 Yukon's capltal
city mowes south fram
Dawson City fo
Whitahorae.

1973: Bljah &mith and
a dalagation of Yukon
First Mation chigfs
fravel to Crthawa with
the document Togedher
Todsy forour Chitdren
Tomarreow and bagin
working on Yukon land
clalms.

‘
i

19932 A firal version of the Umbrala Firal Agraement was signed by
the govermments of Careda and Yukon, and Yukon First Nations ==
representad by the Councl for Yukon Indians [row nam ed Councll of
Yukon First Natiors).

1895 The first Yukon First Mation Final [lard clalm) and
Self-Government & greements taka affect.

20031 & new Yiwon Act comes Into eftect April 1 and confirms the
provisiona of the Devalution Transfar Agreamant. It glives the
Goverrment of Yukon direct control cver 8.m uch widar variety of
provinclal-type programs, responsblites and powars.



customs and baliefs, an active
Francophone community and the
tales, artifacts and architechra of
the Klondike Gold Rush.

Thene s plenty of time to enjoy

thig cutture. It has beon called the
Land of the Midnight Sun; ther are
endiess hours of surlight aurmg
the warmer monthe and incredible
aurcra boreals, or Morthemn Lights,
during the winter manths,

Intarprative centras, Yukon First
Mation cuttural and heritage centres
and musoums are dedicated to
reflacting Yukon culture through the
presardation and interpretation of
Yukon's unique northem haritage.

“ukon has & vibrant culture filled with
rich morthern tradition — First Mation

£
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Culture is g way of ife a5

demonstrafed in balials, values,

customs, behaviours and artifacts

and iz passed on from ganaration

to ganeration. Culture is reflactad

throwgh music, Tterature, painting,
scilpluras, storytaliing, theatre /
and fiim. L
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Some Yukon Hrst Naions baze their social structure on two / N
modatigs or kinehip groups: Wolf and Crow, Kinship designation ™ .

iz matriinaal, inherited from mothers, et each moiety haz its oem history as

1 how itz =ystam was developed. The Tingit people iCarcmoss/Tagish First

Mation and lesin |Ingt Council) dso usa the clan systam in stuctunng their

ancioty and govermmants.

An Indradual’'s place In the community, their dutes and their cohgations

1z cther society membsrs is detarmined by the individual's membership in

aithar the Walf or Crow maoiety. In the past, mamiages betewan a Wolf and

Zrow waara aranged to help strengthen the community &2 a whoke, Sharing
resources and helping each other wers essantial values trat are stil part of

ife today. g
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Language

First Mations' storyteling is based on legends about the craation of earth and the first peoples who inhabited the earth,
| he=a lagends are an important part ot Yukon Hret Mation cufiura and have been passed dosn from generation to

generation. Yukon First Mations ane wiorking to prezerve their aight aboriginal language groups.

Caomrunity-bazed langusge projects, incliding cumiculum and programiming
Byt Sow for schools, adult literacy classes &= well as radic and television programiming
die NAlpINGg 10 proserves, devalop and annance Yukon apongral laniuanes,

Yilkon has a ztrong and active Francophone community with a multitude
of avallabke Sarvicas. | Ners i a Hench Ianguagse school, sy e Taciy,
nezpapen, employment centre, a2 weall as immarsion schooks and adult
language classes.

Yukon
First Nation
Languages




Booding, a raditions! First Nation art kym, transforms
utilitzrizn objects Bke hunting tooks and garments

into intricately decovated wovks that are as unique as
indivicual fingarprins.

Arts

Yukon has a high concentration and diverze zelection

ot artists and arteans. s communities are home to
parforming, literary and visud artists who work in a vaniety
of traditions and markets.

Visitors and Yukoners can participate in a myriad of
fostivals, visual artz and craft fairs, concers, iterary
readingz and theatre presantations. Yukon First Mation
languages, stones and CUSIomS are also Intarpraetad
and expressed in film, storyteling, visual artz and crafts,
theatre and dancs.

The arts are fostared through funding programs, fraining,
promotion and the maragement of several public art
collectionz, The Yukon Permanent Art Colection i home
Towaorks by promirent Yukon and Canadian artiets and
zarves as a reflection of Yiukon's haritage and cuthura,
The art collection is on dizplay for public enjoyment and
includes many piecas baing rotated throughout various
govaemment bulkdings in Whmehorss and othar Yukon
communities.
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Prictical 7%&7%3//

I WL, Yukonerz ganed the nght to elect one Member of Fariament to the House of Commons, In 1490, the
Farliament of Carada amendad the Brilish Morth Amarica Aot to alow for the appointment of one Senator from Yukon,
The Sanator and Member of Farliament hold the Governmeant of Canada to account, discussing national iszues and
represanting Yukon rezidents’ viows,

Government and Legislative Assembly

Af the peak of the Klondike Gold Rush in 1888, the Paliament of Canada pazsed the Yuwon Teriory Act and
estabished Yukon a2 & separate gecgraphical and poltical entity within the Canadian faderation, This act estabished
a Yukon gowermment made up of a Commissionar and a tamitoral council of four, all appointad by the Govarmmenit of
Canada. By 1804 the tamitorial council was an entirely elected body of 10,

From 1888 to 1979 the Commiszioner Fad the powers of both the head of govermment (Premier) and the head of state
(Lisutenant Sovermor). The Commissioner i no longer the head of govermment, but is similar to a provincial lisutenant
gowvarnar, granting aszent to bils paszed by the kegislative assambly and representing Yukon at protocol-ralsted
functions inside and outzide of the tarmitory.

Crvier the woars the Govemment of Yukon has grown as the Government of Canada transtemsd vanous govemmental
potivers throuoh a process called dewolution. Today the Gosarmment of Yukon has many, but not all, the powers of a

provinca, The numbar of mambers ekected tothe Yukon Lagislative Azsambly has alzo grown over the years and its

procedures have bacome mone sophisticatad.

Commissioner of Yukon Cabinet
Colleague of Tarmtarial Commissioners and Provincial Craws mambers from the Legiskative Assambly
Lisutanant Govemors —
Led by the Premier of Yiukon and other Cabinst
Givas assant to bils passed by Legislative Assembly Ministars
Appointz members to Cabinat T
N o 1 [ Legislative Assembly
L oy m | | (/1 \ —» of Yukon
] . ] i 4
|: \ _ :I [ N Sl A political party systam
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Devolution

Devolution iz the procezs of transfeming authority from one govemment to the other, Over the years, there have bean
a numiber of responsbilfies devoled to the Govermment of Yukon, from the Government of Canada, the most recant
baing the transfer of land and rezources,

| he gowamments of Canada

and Yikon spent soverd yoearz
regotiating this transfer and
framewiork for change. In Octobar
A1 the Desvalution Transier
Agraament was fralized.

Orapnl 1, A0 & new Yuwon

Act came into effect, gving the
Eovermment of Yukon direct control
over a greater vaniety of provincial-
type programs, resporsibibes and
powers. Thess expanded authorities
erablod Yukoners to have mona

say ovar their economic future and
the abiity 1o respond quickly and
effactivaly to iszues as they arossa.

I e Government of Yukon IS now
responsike for public lands and
reSOUS MaEnanemant over watar,
forestry and minaral resources.

Yukon First Nations Land Claims and Final Agreements

Yukon s at the foretront of land clum negotiations iIn Canada. Az of AU, eleven of the 14 Yukon Hrst Mations have
findized their land clams and have Find and Salf-Govemment Agroements in affact.,

There wera no historc treaties in effect betwean govemment and Yukon aboriginal people when Yukon First Mation
paople presented Togethar Today For Our Children Tomormrow to Prime Minister Piemre Trudeau in 1973 and initiated
modern Yukon land claims negoliations.

Fritialy, these negotiations wone a two-party process betwoon Yukon First Mations and the Government of Canada,
but the range of iszues being addrossed wera such that the Government of Yukon had to become a third party to the
process in order to ensune & comprehansive agreaemant.

The Umbreda Fnal Agroament URA) iz a common template that was developed a2 a basis for negotisting Firal
Agroomants with individual First Mations. The URA was created in 1281 and a final version was zigned in 1993 by the
governments of Canada and Yukon, and Yukon First Natiors as represanted by the Coundil for Yukon Indians (now
reamed Coundl of Yukon First Mationg). Each First Mation Final Agreement contains LIRS provisions along with provisions
unique to that First Mation,

13
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& Frst Maton Hral Agreemeant 2 & treaty recognized undear section &b ot e Sonstiudion Act, 198 and, in the event ot
aconflict, takes procedence over foderal, temitorid and municipal laws. A Final Agreement represants an exchange of
undafined aboriginal rights for the rghtz et out or acknowledged inthe agreement. A Final Agreement is essentially a
modern-day freaty. It sets out specific rights for & First Mation goverrment, its citizens and addresses:

* fimancial compensation;

+  Sotlerment Land parcals;

®  |End u=a planning,

#  spacial managemeant areas;

#  guarantesd invohsment with vanous boards and
committoss;

* fish and wildife;

*  forestry;

®  pEtar,

* non-renewable resounces;
*  hortage resources; and

*  abazig for negotiating Self-Govermment Agrooment
and a First Mation's law-making powers.

Each Firgt Mation government is the legal owner of

itz Settloment Lands. Aboriginal rights continue on &

First Mation's identified Settlerment Lands (but not norn-
Zottlement Lands). It abonging nghts are Inconsstent with
a negotiated treaty right, then the treaty right prevails.

Category A Setfement Land’ means the Frst Mation govemnment owng both surface and sub-surface (mines and
minerak). 'Category B Sattlermant Land’ means the First Mation govemment osms the surface and zome slements of the
sub-zurfaca (e.g. gravel or sand). Inthe caze of 'Category B Ssttement Land', minez and mineralks are retaimed by tha
Govermment of Yukon,

Each First Mation govemment with & Self-Govemment Agreement has exdusive law-making powers over its intemal
affairs and owver the management of its citizens' Final Agrezment rights.

it akoFas rights to make [aws N respect of many aspects of its citzens' ves and the Setflement Land it owrs. The
extent of thoss law-making powers is sat out in each Yukon First Mation Salf-Govemment Agresmeant.




It =hould ba notad that provsions allowng tor access, taxation, development assessmant, surtaca nghts and mary maore
aspects of land use are specifically set cut in each Yukon First Mation's Final and Self-Government Agreements,

YUkon Hrst Mation govamments are wiorking in partnership to strengthen thar cultures by means of language
presanvation, economic development and capacity building in the areas of education, health and ervironment

In acconrdancs With the URA, Yukon Hret Nations, the govemments of Canada and Yukon have worked together to
devalop an integrated resource management approach to create a balance betewan economic developrment and
ervironmentd resporsibility. The Yison Enwronmental Soci-economic Azseszment Act B a zingle environmental review
procezs which apples to all land in Yukon and which enables multi-party feedback on various land-related applcations.

Eleven Yukon First Nations have Final
and Seli-Government Agreemants.
The year in which each First Naltion's
agreaments came info effect /s mofed:

Champagne and Aishilik Hrst Nations (1995)
Tesiin Tlingit Council (1295)

First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun (1995)
Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation (1995)

Litths Saimon/Carmacks Hrst Nation (1997)
Sekkitk First Nation (1297]

Trondék Hwéch'in (1998)

Ta'an Kiwdch'dn Council (2002)

Kiiane Hrst Nation (2004)

Kivaniin Dan First Nation (2005)
Carcross/Tagish First Nation (2006

Thraa First Nations have not settiad fand
claims and ramain nalian Banads undor the
fadkaral Inaian Act: Liard First Nation, Ross
Hivar Dana Council and Whita Hiver FHirst
Nation.




Cwtrrment
Parks, Mountains and Rivers

lan per cant of Yukon IS protected n parks. Ancther 2.7 per cant has been sat aside for consarvation! Farks in Yukon
offer camping opportunities, a2 well as wikdemess proserves and rational parks establizhed to protect the ecologica
integrity and biclogical dversity of the tarritory,

Kluane Mational Park and Reserve iz a Caradan
Maticnal Historic Site and an UNESCO World
Heritaga Site; home ta Mount Logan, the Righest
point in Canada at 5950 metres; and falls within the
Traditional Temitories of the Champagne and Akhihik,
Kluane and White Fiver First Nations.

Mifinlii'miik [Fishing Branch) Park haz unique features
created by limestons caves, vear-round opsan wiatar,
sAmeon rune and grizzly bears at concenirations
rarely sean at the Arctic circle.

Coal Hivar Springs larmonal Fark (s & sanes of
descanding limestons teracas, framed by lush
grean vegetation and embracing overflowing pocls
of rich, icy blue water thess are cool springs, mot hot
Springs).

Herschal Istand {Qkigtaruk) Temitorial Park protects
d Lindqua combination of natural and human nerrta.ga.
In 1287, this Arctic island was the firet tarritorial perk
astablished.

3
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*  Tombstone Tamitorial Park lies in the south Ogilvie
Mountains and was designated & park In 2004,
nder the Tr'ondék Hebchin Final Agreemant,
Tombstone Park was established to protect the Iife,
landforms and hertage of this 2ub-anctic, tundra
widamess,

# 51 Elas mountain range hosts the largest non-polar
ic2 teld in the word. 1he e field & beleved 1o b
TO0metres degp and sends glacial fingers as long
&3 30 kilbmetres down valeys babwiean poaks,

#  Yukon Riveris 3,700 km (2,300 mi) long: Carada's
zacond and Morth America's fourth longest river,

+  Designated Canadian Haritage Rivers in Yukon
recognize the natural, cultural and recreationd values
of the Alsek, Tatshenzhini, Wind and Bonnat Plumea
rmerz, and the | hirtymike saction of the Yukon Hver,
Many cthar Yukon rivers also offer urfongettable
widemess recroation axpariances.

The Yukon government co-manages and co-owns
a mumber of historic sites:

*  Fortpmile, Fort Cuolahy and Fort Constantine Historic
Site, with the Tronddk Hwach'in Frst Nation;

»  Fort Salkik Histonic Site, with the Salkirk Arst Mabion,

*  Hampart House and Lapverre Housa Historic Site,
with tha Vimfut Gwitchin Frst Nabion, and

¢ Harschel leland (Okiglaruk) Tarritorial Park, through
tha fnwwaii
Fnal 1 A5 reporiad n STate of ETWonment

Agreemant.  reports and messurad by intematona!
Lion for the Consarkation of Natura criena

catagoras - W
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Flora and Fauna

Yukon harbours some of the last true wild space,
urscamed by human development, with a dversity
of wildlifa. Thriving within thiz habitat are resiient,
acventurous and hospitable pecple who valua their
connection o the land,

Yukon's wogetation s dassified as sub-arctic and alpine.
Eored forosts cover &7 per cent of the temitony. There are
more han A0 spacies of widtiowers, iIndudng the tal
magenta firewesd,

Yukon i home 1o large mammak such as moosa,
caribou, Dial, Fannin and Stone zheep, grizzly and black
bears, bison and woll, It is alko home to thousands of
riorthem migratory birds such as Tundra and Trumpeter
s f, QUCHS SN geseses TRAT Gean D2 viewed wihan

they =top along ther jpumey 1o notham Yukon nesting
grourds. E=ld and golden eagles are comman, whis
ptarmigan, grouss and at least 2 species of Fawks and
owils call Yukon home, Northem ish peckes such as
arctic grayling, northem pike and lake trout are found in
eddies and outfiows of streams in lakes.

Wildlife Group Mumber of species in Yukon
(not including domestics) fknown as of September 2007)
Amphibians (i.e. frogs and toads) o R |
Fighas (not including salt water spacias) — - . ]
Mammalz rot including humans) ok A% i .66
Birds e b e 227
Butterflios . = = = 82
Large Motha____ . PLERAN P 288
"~ Dragonfiles S B .40
Spklers.... — " o 200+
I Irsects total specks ... — o = 8,000+
Muzsseas.. . ik i 400+
Vascular Plants

(i not including mossas, liversorts, hormworts oF 2g88) . e meas 1,242
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Official Gemstone

Lazulte — an azure-biue 2ami-pracious gemstons — 15 a
rara and beautiful phosphonus-based mineral. It is the
only sami-precious gemetone found in any quantty in the
torritory and waz proclaimed Yukon's official gemestona in
February 19/, Its monstary value |5 basad on 1S bealty
and scarcity. As a cut stone it is relstively =oft and can ba
scratched with a knife,

Well-formed crystals of lpzulle ocour in only a fow
placas in the world, In Yukon, the gamstons & found
in the layared sadimentary rock of the Blow Rivar aras
in hvwawik Natlonal Park, 32 kifomelras south of the
Bogufort Sea. The colour and crystafiine qualitias of
Yikon's lazulite are among the finest in the worid,

Official Flower

Firewesad (Epichium anguetifcliurm) is a tall, kardy plart with bright magenta flowers. Throughout the Yukon summaer, it
IS one ot the mast stnking and colourtul plants on the landscape and can be 2een almost evanywhnen: along madsides,
river banks and clearings.

Firewesad is one of the first plants to appear in an area after a forest firs and exempliies the resilence of nature. 1 was
chosen as Yukon's floral ermblem in 1957

First Mations
have
traditionally
usad firawsaad
for many
differant
[RNDOSES, 35
all parts of
thae plant ang
adibds. Tha
young sprouts
of firewoad ara
often cookad
and aatan as
eEns.
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Yukon Tree

The zubalpine fir (Abies lasiocanpa), ako known a2 balzam fir, was sslected as
Yukon's official tres in 2001,

| e subalpine fir can range rom so o 20 metres tall and s found nthe regions
south of Dawson City and east of Haines Juncion. It usually grows at highar
alevations. IS shart, stit Dranches Siope dowmlard, swhich allow it io withetand
heavy loads of snow and ice inthe high country.

The naadias of subalpine fr produce a bmany-tasting fea, which iz a

fraiitianal Cir ol MNations cold mmady rien in vEamin i ."'-\-_\'_.':". arawn ram ha
biistars on its bank has bean usad by First Nation people as a raditional
madicing fov |"'I_'.\.-_I allmants. It f:._a F .r'l-_:.ll. L=ad r'_:u i~ "||'|"":;-""b. by pannk |._.I|I-.|'|-|:__'

o hiking at oo fing

Official Bird

18 raven 15 s @vanywhers n Yukon and wes adopied
&2 the official bird in 1925,

I na raven 15 e largest member of e cros tamiy and
hes a body length of up 1o 70 cenfimetres. |t is & vary
inteligent bird and iz an cpportunistic feeder that enjoys
envanything from camion o grocerias left inthe back of
PICK-UD trucks,

Aaven iz culfuraly significant to and & callsd "Crow” by
Yikaon First Nation people. Many lbgands about Crow
have baen passed down from ganeration to genaration.
A famifiar story describas how Grow brought the sun,
maoon and stars o the workd

According to the legand, an old Chiaf kapt the

sun, moon and stars hiddan away in a bax. Crow
wanied tham and iried many times to et tham but
without success. Then Crow noliced that the Chiefs
daughtar went to the wall every day to get walar, Crow
transformed himsalf into a pine neadls, droppad into
har watar and was swalfowed. The daughtar became
pragnant and in dua time Crow was rabom as a
grandzon and had gained access to the house.

Crow bacame a favourite of the Chisfwho gave Crow
anything ha wantad. Crow whinad and cried to the
Chiaf to play with the box and itz contents, but &

Chiaf refusad, After much whining, the Chiaf et Crow
play with the box. He quickly rolfed the box owtsida and
broke it info placas. Than Crow kit out the stars, than
tha moon and than the sun.



Coat of Arms

The Yukeon Coat of Arms is a red, blue, gold and white shield sumounted by a malamute (o huzky)
gtanding on a mound ot snow.

Wavy vartical white and blue stripes reprezent the Yukon Biver and the gold-bearing cresks of the
Kiondike. Hed spire-like tarms represant the temtony's mountans and the gold circles within symbokze
minaral resounces, At the top ofthe shield i a cross of 3, George in recognition of the eary British
explorers and & "roundel invair' as a symbol of the fur trade.

Yukon Tartan

The Yukon tartan is a non-raditional addtion 1o the world's official tartans,
The woven cloth is composed of green, dark blue, magenta, velow and white

stripea an a ight blue background.
I'he crystalline blue background reprazants the 2ky, grean symbolzes the

tarritory's forests and dark blue rprezants the mountains, Whits symbolizes
snow, vellow sugoests Yukon gold and magenta iz the colour of firewsesd,

Tha Yukon tartan was designad by Janat Couture of Watson Lake and
officially became the femitoral tartan in 1984,

Yukon Flag

The Yukon flag has three vertical
pargls: a green pangl on the inner
adge, a cenfral panel of white and

a blua panal on the cuter edge. Tha
green symbdizes Yukon's forosts,
white zignifies snow and the blus
reprasents Yukon's nvers and lakes.

The Yukon Coat of Arms appearz
on the cantral panal tramed Dy two
starmns of firewead, Simiar to the flag,
graan symbdizes the forests, white
signifies snow and blue represants
TUKDN'S Mmearz and lakes,

Tha Yukon fag is the product of &
tarrtony-wids dosign competition
sponsorad by the Royal Canaadlian
Legion Whitshorss branch as
part of Canada’s 1967 cantannial
year celebrations. Lymn Lambeart
submitted the winning dasign
that was officialy accepted as the
tarritorial flag in 1968,
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Eernwmic Seetrns

The Gowernment of Yukon has establizhed a strong economic climate. With zubstantial rezources at hand, First Mation
governments play a key moke in the growth of Yukon's economy a3 investors in businesz and joint ventures.

Agriculture

Agricutture is a amal but increazingly significant industry in Yukon. is
economic growth stams from produce sales and supply to local markets,

The total amount of land devoted 1o agriculture i gpproximataly
12,600 hectares, Forty per cent of this land is cropland and anather
2 per cant |5 under development 1or uture agncutural use,

Most of the land used for agriculturdl purpozes k= located near the

magor communmes. Sevanty por cant of YUukom's famms am located within
100 kiometres of Whitehorsa, Approdmataly half of the deseloped land k2 in
crope, 'whilks the remainder i used for pasture or grazing.

The Takhini Valley agricuttural araa, west of Whitehorss, is the largest agricultural area. Significant agriculbural areas ans
alzo found near Dawson City, Watson Lake and Mayo,
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The Government of Yukon Agricutture branch offers a range of programs and sarvices in support of this
buddng industry.

Energy

Erergy is vital to evaryday life. In Yukon, hedro has histonicaly bean the
predominant enargy source. Liesal combustion sources, as well a5 a smal
amaount of wind enengy alzo sarve Yukon,

Yukon's codl resources are argely undevelopsd. Simikary, ol and gas msourcs
peotantial remairs largely urexplorad and undeveloped.

Yukon 1S a ratural gas producing jursdichon with three active natural gas walls
in the Kiotaneskea fizld but i not home to a natural gas proceszing faciity, Az &
rasult, al emergy derived from natural gas corsumed in Yukon i imported from
outside gas refineries.

=] Solar enargy & uzad for 2pace heating, hot water heating and genarating
o gleciricity. Micro-scale wind and hydmo installstions are alzo used to produce
glecncty In remote cations. BIomass, in the form of cortwond and wood
chips/pellets, k& uzad for space heating as is gecthermal energy, which is alko uzed to prevent municipal watar systems
from freezing. Renewable energy sources, howewer, ara virtualy untapped.

The Government of Yukon is exploring and plarning altemative energy oplions. s alo =eEing opportunities fior more
efficiznt enangy production and conservation to further strengthen and diversify Yukon's economy.



Fiim and Sound

Yukon i home to & vibrant and axciting film industry that
includes talented fiMmakers and skiled crews.

Yukon hes played both a leading role and a backdrop for
miany flim productions, including major Hollywood pictures,
documentanies, commercials and live animation sanes.

Yukon was akways known for its beautiul Iecations and
snowy, winter scenery. Mow Yukon iz gaining popularity
arcund the word for its fresh, unique vistas and ample
summer 2unlight that aloes for long shocting days.

Yukon's sound recording industry has award-wirning
and platinum recording artiztz, Musicians and artists
oM avoss Canada van als0 take advantags of excallant
recording faciities in Yukon,

Fishing

Yukoners and visitors have long enjoved fishing for both
food supply and sport. Yukon B home to a variety of fizh
spaciea nduding four epecies of whitefish, five species of
salmon and nine diffarant game fish,

Hirst Mation subsistence fizhanss stil operate N several
parts of Yukon and are an impartant part of many familes'
lives. Salmaon and freshwater spacies ara harseshad with
gil rets and then drisd and smokied uzing traditionsl
methods, Commencial ishenss narvest samon, lake trout
andwhitgfish for local salke.

| hera ara 24 1akes that G Stocked with ranos trout,
Arctic char, Kokanee zalmon and Chincok zalmon. By
abzorbing some of the anging pressure, stocked lakes

are helping conserve dow-growing native fizh 2uch as lake
triolt,

The Whitehorsa Rapids Fish Hatchery and Fishwsay wang
corstructed to maEntain the annual retum of thewond's
longest migration of Chinook salmon. An exciting tourist
site, the facility provides the generd publicwith an
opportunity to view migrating Chinook 2almon and other
Techwatar species.




Forestry

A zubstantial portion of Yukon is located south of the tres ine with roughly
& par cant or 270000 ke of land coversd by the boraal forest. Of that,
E1,000 krr® has tres cover that can support timber hanvesting activities,

Yukon's torest Industry 1 compnsad of small operators who cut

smal wolumes of timber for bullding matarials, ey homes and fuel wiood. Whits
spruce, black spruce, lodgepole ping, Alpine fir, szpen and bakam poplar an
the most comman tree spacies,

The Gowernment of Yukon has made a commitment to manage the forest as a
fully functioning forest ecozystem that benefits all living things, whike providing
environmeanta, economic, sockal and cultural benahts for presant and tubune

gererations.,

Hunting

Huntirg in Yikon i a commen practice. People hunt fora
variety of reasons: to put meat on the tabke, 1o be closar
1o nature o 10 bring home a trophy sat of antlers. Hunting
is desply rooted inthe social fabric of Yukon First Nation
culture,

Euicked hunting trips with non-resident hurters have been
reconded since 12, Many outfitters rotate their remote
hurting locations which are usually anly acceasble by
horzas, airplanes and boats.
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# | are an estirmaEhed Gh, U0 o SO0 mooss n
Yukion, about twio mooss for every one parson.

*  |he Pomupne canbou herd i the last mgratary
herd of baman ground caribou i the world, This
herd fravals mone than 750 kilometers annualy and
crosses the intemational and tarmitorial bordars of
Algzka, Yukon and the Norfwest [emtones,

¢ Mountain zheop consist of Call and Farrin zheap
and are tound throughout many mountain ranges,
extonding north to the Arclic Ocaan. They are most
common in the southwest part of Yukon, inthe 5t
Elas and Coast mountain ranges.

Thera ara 28 Woodland canbou herds with an estimated total of 30,000 in Yukon.

Mountain goatz are rare it Yukon, making their home in the zouthemn portion of the Coast Mountaing, and the
Ciazgiar, Logan and =i mountain ranges.

Black bear and grizzly bear range throughout Yukon, Black bear populations are estimated at 10,000 and grizzly
bear populations ane estimated at 6000 to 7000, Black bears range from the Britizh Columbia-Yukon border to
Yikon'z northam tre ine but are more numercus in the south and central portione of Yukon. Under Yukon law all
temale Qrzzies with cubs, and all cubs, are protectad trom hunting.

There are spprosimataly 4,500 wiobves throughout Yukon. Waolves are generally abundant whene mocsa numbers
are high.

Babesoon 1986 and 1992, 142 wiood bison were released into the Aishibik area of Yukon a5 part of the national
Wood Bison Hecovery program. By 1958 the herd had grown to 5L animals.

Yikoon is also home to elk, mue desr, muszk ox and cougar,




Mining and Exploration

The Klondike Gold Rush of 1808 put Yukon on the word map. Today, Yukon's world-
class mineral deposits support & developing mineral incustry,

While gold mining remaing an important economic sactor, the focus has shifted to the
large undeweloped deposits of lead/zine, siver, tungstan, ron, molybdanum, nicksl,
copper and cod, Thess depositz incude the socond langest undeveloped ron ona
depasit in the world and one of the word's largest undeveloped zinc-lead deposits.,

Minaral resounces have caught the attention of national and intemational imeestors. Mot
only does Yukon have an abundance of untapped minerd resources, but it ako has
the roads and transportation facilities to enable companies to ship minerals to market,

Increasad dermand for natural resounces has simulatad investrments in Yukon minaral
exploration and in developing new mines.

The Yukon Gaclogical Sursey has developed and maintains 2 modern geoscience databaze of minerd depaosits
in Yukon., The Geodlogical Surwy =taff camies out regional bedrock mapping projects, mineral assessments and
geochamical, geophysical and emvironmental studies.




Tourlsm

Yukon i a destination of unparaleled zcenic beauty. It is a land that provides langer than life cutdoor experiences
distnguished by its vast open spacas and fts prstine widamess, Yukon captivates vistors and residents alka, |he
summer midright 2un and the winter northern lights are just teo of its larger than [ifo natural phenomena.

I'he Yukon tounsm industry = the largest prvate sactor employer and Impacts
rary al other economic zectorz. The induzstry i grouped into eight sactars:
accommodations ; food and beverage; trangportation; adventune toursm,
wildlife viewing and rocrasation; eventz and conderences; travel frade; attractions;
and toursm sanraces, A lrge percentage of 1oUnsm bUSINBS2As are sok
propristorships and are oftan seszonal operations. Aboriginal, cultural and
achventure tourism are 2ome of the most promising 2egments for future growth,

Yukon's tourism sarvices ara being actively and successfuly promatad in
domestic and intemational markatz. Six visitor information centres provide travel
ackvice to over 230000 vizitorz anmually, The Canadian Border Sarvice Agency
grests amost 400,000 people Crossing Ito Yukon om Alaska, with over B0
per cant amiving betwsen May and Saptamber.

Wikiiifa [z infrinsic fo Yikon.
Wikdlifa viewing iz a valuad

and soughi-after experisnce
for visitors and residents afike.
Some communities, such

a5 Farg and Kano Clty, have
identiffed thamsakes a5 wildlife

viewing hotspots, lkading fo
the develspment of programs,
avanis, infaztruciure and
parinarships that shimulates
dhvarsa economic banafits
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Trapping

The fur trade iz the oldest industry in Yukon. It dates back to the sarty 1800z when the Coastal Tlingit, acting as
middiemen for Hussian traders, began trading with intenor Atrapsaskans. Hy the mid tolake-1500s, Yukon Hrst Mation
paople wore dealing directly with American and Eritish tradars,

loday the economic value of trRppINg is signicart In Yukon and i & an important wintar revenua source in many smaler
communitios,

YUkon 5 home to 14 specikes of furbeanng mammeals that s trapped tor their fur: beaver, coyota, fizhar, coloured tox,
Arctic fox, lmx, marten, mink, muskrat, ofter, 2guimal, weasal, wiolf and wdverina,

IrAppINg arsas ad assigned a= regstared trapping concaszions, or parcelz ot land vn which the holder 1s gven
enclusive rights to harved furbaaring animals. There are 333 rogisterad frapping concessions. To date approximatoly
&0 per cant of Yukon trappers are First Mationz. This syatem encourages trappars 1o marage an ansa the way famers
manage their land and livestock, through monitoring of furbasrer populations, their habitat and sustainable hanvests,
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