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MEMORANDUM  
 
TO:  Elsa Reclamation and Development Company (ERDC) Keno Hill Mine  
 
FROM: Kurt Neunherz, BIE (Applied) Access Consulting Group  
 
DATE:  March 31, 2009 
 
RE:  Physical Hazard Assessment  
 

The UKHM property contains numerous human health and safety hazards which ERDC 

has been systematically addressing to reduce public health and safety risk around the 

Keno Hill Silver District. As part of the 2008 physical hazard assessment plan, heritage 

consultation was conducted in August of 2008 with Yukon Government Heritage, Keno 

City residents and First Nation of Nä Cho N’yak Dun (NNDFN). The heritage 

consultation included a site inspection of Keno 700 and the attached presentation given 

to the stakeholders of ERDC and the heritage consultation group. 

 

A building hazardous waste assessment was completed in the fall of 2008 and 

laboratory samples confirmed asbestos contamination of material from selected 

buildings throughout the district.  It identified a total of 211 buildings ranging in size 

throughout the Keno Hill Silver District.  Hazardous waste including batteries, practically 

full drums with unknown material, asbestos, PCB lamp ballasts, lead paint and 

containers with unknown chemicals were identified in buildings throughout the district. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.accessconsulting.ca/


The physical hazard reduction plan (building demolition) was not completed in 2008 due 

to the uncertainty of the best way to handle the asbestos in order to protect the workers, 

the public and the environment. As such, the Keno 700 site demolition was not 

conducted due to identifying hazardous waste (asbestos) as a possible human health 

concern to the public and to workers. After several discussions with Yukon Workers 

Compensation Health and Safety Board (WCB) proper worker certification as well as an 

approved demolition plan is required prior to the physical hazard reduction plan 

continuing. After considerable research, an asbestos training program was identified that 

would provide the instruction required to protect the workers in this very specific and 

unique work environment. The outline of the course is attached. The employees that will 

be involved in this project are signed up for a WCB approved training program and a 

demolition plan is currently being developed and reviewed. This work will be conducted 

in 2009 as part of the physical hazard program.     

 

 

Access Consulting Group  

Kurt Neunherz, BIE (Applied) 







Keno Hill Silver District
Heritage Resources

August 26th 2008 Stakeholders Meeting

Whitehorse, Yukon



Keno Hill Silver District
Heritage Resources

• First step was to develop a risk matrix to 
assess risks to public safety posed by individual 

mine sites;

• this risk matrix is used annually to develop a 
work plan with YG Type II Mines to remediate 

Physical Hazards on a site-by-site basis;







Keno Hill Silver District
Heritage Resources

Physical hazards workplan

•Alexco continues to focus on addressing most critical physical 
hazards for protection of public safety;

• work will progress in an orderly & safe manner and in accordance 
with our partners’ goals;

• heritage issues is one of the driving forces in decision making;



Risk Management Risk Management –– clean up of high risk sites;clean up of high risk sites;

Shamrock J Raise Before

After

Keno Hill Silver District
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Keno Hill Silver District
Heritage Resources

• Protocol has been developed to direct 
decision making for site remediation activities;

• Stakeholders will be provided opportunities 
for input.
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Keno Hill Silver District
Heritage Resources

Proposal for remediation this year: Keno 
700 site



Keno 700 mine site

1958-1982



Erosion scars from ice 
plug failure

Steam boiler plant

Keno 700 adit
bunkhouses

Shop/compressor/generator shed

Mess 
hall/kitchen

Steam line to Comstock 
Keno & Porcupine mines

Ore Loadout facility

Mine dry

Managers residence



Keno 200 
adit portal & load out facility

Porcupine Mine 
open pit, collapsed shaft, camp buildings

Comstock-Keno  Mine

150 & 200 level adits
Vent raise

200 level Load 
out facility

Steam line
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