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By DA VE ABLETI' 
Sun Washin,:ton nurcr.a 

WASHINGTO~ - M ore 
- than 160,000 r,allons of ..filWl_ 

fuel Wl!re spilled into a Yukon 
litre thrl?c years ago from a 

.·u.s. Army pipeline that cross· 
. es Canadian territory. 
. The spill, caused by corro- . 
sion of the eight-inch pipeline 

· killed a sli:nificant number of 
': fish. · 

· There have heen recurring 
problems since then - last 

: ·year the lakeshore turned red 
· in places - but these prob· 
·1ems have not been traced by 

· . the army to the diesel fuel 
•Spill, 
. Canadian officials were con­
·cerned that they were the re· 
'suit of the spill. 

. . The majcr pipeline break, 
! one of three breaks in the 
~- 290-mile Canadian section of 

ti 

corps oC enr,incers' report ob- [I 
taincd by The Sun. · r~ 

Because of this spill, and l.,_1 

othP.rs. the army said, "it was n 
recognized that a corrosion ti 
problem of major proportions ._f.:_1_;_:. 

existt'd on the Haines · Fair• 
banks pipeline although the n 
true extent of the problem !.'J. 

was not known and could not 
e.:sily be determined." ~:.:_:_: 

The line was built in 1954-55, , 
the. Canadian section by Mar- J 
well Construction, of Vancou• ] 
ver. J 

The first cr,rrosion break in H 
the line occurred in 1964. . J 
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·; the line in th~ pa~t three 
; .. years, was discovered l\lay 17, 
t 19&!!. 
i' . Jt. is cleseribed in U.S. army 

To . ke('f' a watch on the line 
for breaks and spills, army 
planes fly along the route 
weekly. To keep the SO-foot 
wide right .. of· way clear for 
aerial surveillance the 2rmy 
said the land is sprayed with 
defoliants - lhe controversial 
Tordon 101 mixture used h:r 
B.C. Hydro in it.,; clearing op­
erations is one such herbicide. 
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n In additfon, Tordon pt'!Jcts, 
containing 2,4,5,T and 2,4-D 
are used. And the army aiso ;~ · 1 

uses a $Oil sterilant called fen- 'fuj E J £" v; i.: j) 
uron. ft-" ==- -- ,,_ 
-it'is not clear from the :_J N\' _ ,· 1,.~•~i-_ ('_..,. .. .f .:..· 
army reports whether foe J - ,._ --1".· =---
nearly 1,8/JO :i.cres of C.inadian ) '· , 
pipeline right of way are '{ (-'.t-~-:P.- ... -f ~ 
sprayed by U.S. planes. A sec- ii . ,._ ;I . · 
.tion of the line cuts across the .i " 1 { ,, I .-: ,-.~ (..~i.. 
north-west tip of B.C. ,:, 

While corrosion is the major ) 0, 5. '/1 ,, I h ' ... l-~---r. 
prob em, t e !me has sprung ,;,_,. __ --! 
leaks from bullet holes as : 
,vell. i 

And in the first year of op." :; 
eration, th('re was a ma.ior j; ./.

1
,:.,,])~ ,0 problem because ice formed ,., •• ,,.. · i C..' i ~ .~·r-: 0 

in the Hue. · J 
The army found it had to · ~] 

have the' line cut in 28 places J 
in the Canadian sP.ction to Te· ii 
move ice and slush so the fuei t:l 
would flow. :,l 

With removal of the ice f;1 
i blocks, the reports point o:.it, '·' 

Juel spill!!d o:.it. There is no t:I 
record of how much but one n 

l such spill r.overed an area up ti . I to five feet deep in jet fuel, ,.i 
, killing a number of trees. j 
I Lust September, the army n 
:' r,~id, a section of pipe had to ;'; 
; be replaced nt the Cluksbi , i; 
; Ri\'cr crossing in 1.h c Yukon. ::i 
; 'fhi~ river is also known a~ V 
; the Unahini River. (1 
: "This was accomplishr!l in \ 
, C!>-operation with Cauadi:!n ::<i 
, authoritit'S to ;,rote:t a major ') 
·: :ialmo11 spawning are.::. againi.t ,·' 

· [ pQssiblc contamination," the ' . .,_\_~-'. 
:. army said. -~ 

'lhc major spill in JI.Tay ]!168 r,,:=_:_1 

tr>ok place near Dez.ide11sh , 
C La~e in the Yukon. ij 
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