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DATE: 22, Nq, 1968 

OaM Branch 

StJBJ1!X:TI Pollution of Dezadeash Lake froa 
u.s. Array Pipeline 

!be tollowiag i• a e111111arization of the facta that baYe 
been gathered concerning a leak in the U.S. Ara, Oil 
l1ae at approxillatel.J' Mile 129 on the Baiua Road. 

.. 
Apparentl.J' the leak vaa firet detected on l'rida7 atter­
nooa, May 17th, vhen a drop in.pressure indicated a break 
'betveea Mile 1026 and Mile 9'l on the line. 

Actual figures on the leakage haYe not been giYen to 
thi• department but it is rumoured. that 2000 bal'l"ela were loat. 

Officials vere notified in Anchorage on Friday eYelliag but 
ve do not belieTe vork was commenced until Monday, May 20th 
vhen a ditch-digger and crew began to uncoTer the line vhich 
ia un.dergrouncl for about aeyen Id.lea in thia area • 

Fisheries, forestry and game officiala haYe iaapected the 
&1'8& and on 'l'lleaday afternoon vhen the operation waa obael'Ted 
a couple or teat holes reTealed the pipe ia aa apparent 
a4Yanced state of deterioration. 

The actual leak (or one of the leakll) ia at Nile 129 blat 1, 
appear>tbat the oil is Heping into the lake for a cliatance 
of at leaat oae mad ou balt •ilea with tu aprilag na-ott. 

Ia aGlle areu oa the shore line tht oil fila ia one iacla 
deep and is being coa:itained by the driftiq packa ot nee4le 
ice which are acting like a natural booa, but ia tu adTeat 
of a water~ v:lnd these packa vill aoye out ud tu fila 
will OOYer a ye17 exteuiYe area of the lake. 

We baTe recOTered a few dead waterfowl and tiah and there 
are a m111ber of ducka 811d geeae resting on the lake at preaeat 
cm their va, aorth. 

We feel that 1 ... diate action should be takea to take aclTaatage 
of the natural holding powers of ice action and temperature a.ad 
hope sincerely that the oil absorbing property of the new 
material they are presently using in Al.aaka vill be put iato 
use here to preYent any further spread. 

The Canadian Wildlife Sel'Tice, Ottava, ha.a been adYiaecl ot thill 
situation by Dr. Pearaoa, c.w.s., Whitehorae. 

Thia matter vill be kept under aurTeillmace by thia Bl'allch in 
conjunction with Federal Fisheries and further report• will be 
submitted. 

·" 

oon 


