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District 3ngineer 

Inspeotion ot POL Contaminated Areas :iaines­
Fairbanka Pipeline, 16 thJ'u 2l M&J' 1956 

NPAVB 24 May 19 56 '.'WK/ 381 
dg 

THRU: Assistant Distriot Engi.aeer 

l. The undersigned waa accompanied on aub.1eot aurv97 1:i,' Ir. Ricn.ard B. Smith, 
Fire Prevention ~ineer, Hq, u. s. Al'll7, llaaka, and Jar. J. l. Spangl.81', :ngineer 
Technician, .:.Iechanioal, this office. The inapeotion team was accompanied b;y :.Jr. 
J. i. LangeTin, Park -:"arden, Department ot Morthern Attaira and .National I1esources, 
Y. T., Canada, fr'oal Alaska Highway- Milepost ll52 to Baines Junction, I. T. 

2. The ?Jl'pose or the inspection waa to detemine the extent of hazard in 
areas where POL products {predominantlT .TP-4 fuel) had been spilled during past 
winter deicing operations b:T Williama Brothers, oontraotor under the Jurisdiction 
this o.ff'ice, and AFFS, u. s. Arm7, Alaaka. Contaainated areaa inspected and 
oondi tions noted were as tollowe, 

a. Ale.aka BighD,Y jjilepoe) lJJl• Contlllllnated area at this location 
consisted ot a slough an area ot approxiaatel.7 ,0 z lOO feet between the pipeline 
an·.• the Alaaka Sighwq. the excess tuel OA the aartaae ot the nte.r bad been 
ranoved b7 pumping operations under th• JuriadloUoa o~ tbia attic• on 28, 29 and 
39 April 1956, approximatel.7 24,000 1allona. 1>171ftH and moss along the highway 
ranains in a saturated condition bit is d.Nmed no aore hasardous than other areas 
where POL products nre not present. 'lhe POL prodwsta at this location wre the 
result of APPS deicing operations where the pipellne na out and purged at pipeline 
milepost 273. S. 

b. Alaska Hid191 Milepoot 1] {1611. Contaminated area at this location 
was apr,;roximately /.D x 100 feet, and acae eNpaae had oontainated a very mall 
area on the opposite aide ot the high'ftT by paaai.ac through a mall culvert. The 
surplus POL products on the surface ot the water were NraOYed by personnel this 
o!".f'iae on 26 and 27 April 1956. Total POL produte NIIOYed, 4,800 gallons. 11r. 
!;'angevin stated that two dead duoks nre !Dund and it waa evident that they died as 
a result or the fuel on the surf'ace ot th• water. l'OL products this area came rrom 
a cut at pipeline illllepost 266.9 which aa aade 'bJ' lH.l l1oa Brothers. There is 
also a possibility that some ot the tu.el had SNJ)N into Lake Creek mich mq pollute 
the stream, and endanger the tiah. There waa no nidanoe ot dead tish. Graae and 
moss in this area ia well saturated but doaa not prueat an extremel,7 hazardous 
condition. 

a. U;alca Highwv g(ilepos'fc U6?,9. Polluted area at this location was a 
amall bay iD. a small unnaaed l.alce oonrina appl'Oziaatel.7 40 z 400 teet in area 
along the shore. The lake is approzimately one-halt aile tram the highway and the 
rue! presents no fire hazard. Personnel ot this ottlc• pnped 6,000 gallons of 
volatile fluid tl"O!ll this looation on 1 May 1956. Than ia the possibility of 
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muskrats dy1ilg from the surplus fu•l• but it 1a the opinion of the undel'­
signed t.bat the muskrats will migrate \o anether lake or stream if 
conditions are such that the,' aannot exiat. Thia spillage was the result 
of A.PPS deicing operations. 

d. Alsska n1gh':'f&Y ljilepoat 1119,4. Thia location is along a 
tributary to Swede Johnson Creek COlllllenoiDg at pipeline aheckvalve Ilo. 33 
and extending approximately it mile to where the tril:lltary no-ws under 
the Alaska H1ghft1 and which ia near the aonfiuence or the tributa17 
and Swede Johnson Creek. Atta1pta were made by personnel of this office 
to remove surplus !\tel on surface ot the trimtaey stream wt without 
satisfactory results. A mall du ot old bridge Umbers was removed 
and contained f\lels were allowed to tlow on downstream. At the time Qf 
inspection, area waa not considered an extN11e tire hazard and no dead 
fish. were f'ound. This is a location that llaftT et the local people are 
gravely concerned about as Swede Johnson Creek and tributaries have in 
the past been excellent grafllng tiahing atreaaa. It waa noted that 
there were oonsiderable numbers ot tiah at SWede Johnson Creek. Apparently 
no damage to f'ish has been caused to date. Th• oauae or spillage a.t this 
location cannot be determined as during tbe deicing operations bypass 
valve ?lo • .33 was f'ound open and a union araakecl in t.he b7pass line. 

e. Alaska Highwp; llilepoat nn (w Otti11 Qreek Road). The 
polluted area this location aonaiata ot a aall lake ot approximately 
40 acrea. The surplua tuel on the lake•• burned by Canadian officials, 
ttlr. Langevin, ar. Wilson and Jlr. IJar durin& the winter months. tio 
fuel was removed by personnel thia ottioe and no basardous fire condition 
exists. Thia is also an area which oonoarna the looal popilation as it 
has been in the past an excellent breediDc ground tor muskrats. Very slight 
traces of oil were noted along the shore and it is believed that no damage 
to 11ild fowl or tur bearing animals will be enoountered. The spilled 
f'uel at this looation was the reault ot APPS 011tt1Dg the line during 
the deicing operations at pipeline milepost 236.6. 

J. Following inspection of' the aboT•entioned locations, the in­
spection team proceeded to ilhitehorae, Y. T. Canadian personnel oontaated 
at -:';'hitehorsea 

F. H. Collins, Esq. 
Inspector Richard Stainb.aur 
Mr. Amstrong 
Mr. !jar 
;Jr. G. M. Wilson 
~r. J. A. Lange'Yin 
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CGlllliNioner ot Yukon Tarritoey 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
Fecaral Bngineer 
Gaae Direotor, Yukon Territory 
Poreat Engineer ) Dept. of 2/orthern 
Park Warden ) Affairs and 

?Iational 'Resources 
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4. The inspeotion team conterred with the abovementioned Canadian 
of.f'icials in Commissioner Colll11&1 ottioe 19 May 1956. It was the oon­
census ot the Canadian off'ioialaa 

a. That the cooperation and immediate oorreotive action ta.~en 
by this office to alleviate the hasardous conditions caused by deicing 
operations during the past winter were CG11J1endable. 

b. That the tire haaard baa been reduced to a light hazard 
by r001oval of FOL products and naporation ot the more volatile fuels. 

a. That the etfeot upon wild lite (fur bearing animals) and 
fish is not considered serious, with the uception of the areas at 
Alaska Highway i!ilepost 1142.9 and llll where the muskrat population 
may be affected. Extent of daaqe oannot be determined until a count 
is made during the winter ot 19S6-57. 

d. That no olai.'n againat the United states government b-.; the 
Canadian goverment is presently being aouidered • 

e. That some assurance be given the °l-dian government that a 
similar condition rill not reour in. the future. 

r. Commissioner Collin• requested a aobile piece of fire 
righting equipaent be !Urnished b1' the United States government to 
augment their limited tire t.ighting equipaent. Truck could be located 
at Station 2! or 2B. 

5. Conclusions and reoommendationaa 

a. It is the underaigned'a opinion that there remains no 
highl,7 haaardous fire condition along the llallka Highway at the locations 
mentioned in para.graph 2 ai>Qve. It a tire doea originate in the oon­
ta.!Jlinated areas, there is no doubt mt that it will turn more rapid.17 
and intensely but the control will be aillilar to that as in any of tha 
surrounding area. Vegetation all along the highwq is very dry and 
can be easily ignited .trom &IJ1' one ot the oomaon causes, i.e., lighted 
aigarette, matches, or aam.ptire. It ia reoG11111ended that immediate 
action be initiated to comply' with Commiad.oner Collins' request that 
a auitable piece ot tire righting equipaent with necea•a.1'1 auxiliary 
equipnent and extinguishing apnts, i.e., wet water, foam solution, 
etc. be stationed at Station aA or 2B. Thia tire truck would be at the 
disposal of the Canadian P'orest17 pel"aonnal a,: RCMP 1s upon call. 

b. In all proba'billt7 during the lite of the pipelL"le there 
will be experienced numerous t'orest tire• in alose proximity. It is 
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oonoeinble that. thia expoaure '° GDeuift heat would create inter2l 
preuurea which IIOUlA naul.t. in poNible npture ot the line it the 
tluid in the line were atatio. It ia noauended t.hat. APPS personnel 
be immediatel.7 mtit1eci ot UT tin ooOUJ'l"ina 1n the dcinity of the 
pipeline ao neo•&aarl' action ou be \akea to HOUre aittioitmt tlow 
through that pertic-.ilar aeotion of llne. Thia ahould be coordinated 
with Foreat Bq111eer, Depertaeat of lorthet"D Ufaira and liational 
Reaourcea, Whitehorse, T. r., Canada. 

a. In reterenae to pol.111\ia11 ot lat•• and at.reams, it ia 
believed that no further action 1• uoeNU7 at thia U.ae. 

d. lt 1a reo011t11eridecl t.bat. ihe pn'l.• ot t'\lol apillac• !roll 
pipeline purging be given OOuiMrabl• atadi' ucl a aet.tlod d.enlc>ped 
•hereby tuela oan be oontrollecl l:fJ either naoftl, burninc or other 
aeana. 

•• It 1• reoouended t.hat t.hia report be referred to Hq, 
u. s. Army, Uaaka, oalllna tlaelr attent.S.on 1D particular to ~pn 
5a. It 1a alao believed adriaable tbat npq to oa.1aa1oner Collins' 
letter to the District ED&iDMI' dated ) lay 1956, aow ot wbiah is 
attached, be initiated by' 3q, tr. S. AN7, Alana. 

l Incl 
Cy ltr Oomaa. Collins 
to Jist :nar 3 ~as 56 
w/incl 

cc Ch, Satet1 3r 
Ch, ~onatr 31" 
ii&R 

'ldDll w. 1111, 
CJl1et, Slltat7 BraDch 

------~-~---~---~----~--~---~-~~---
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