POL Contmination, Haines=Pairbanks Pipeline

MEMO TO PILE EPAVX o 23 May 58 LLE/301/bh

l. A oonfersnce was held in the offioe of Colonsl Keener, Quartemaster,
USARAL, on 23 ¥ay 1956 to discuss the findings, conclusions and recommendations
by the joint Distrioct-USARAL inspeotion teen which visited the areas contazninated
by spilled fusl earlier this month. Present at the conference wers:

Colonel Keener = Quartsraaster ) '

Lt Colonel Sohnidt - Juarternaster POL Ofﬁosr

Colonsl Haseman, Alaska Distrist "

Diok Smith - Fire Provention Englneer, USARAL

Lt Colonsl Sehwartz = Exeoutive, Enginesr Section, USARAL
¥ardie Xing - Safety Branch, Alaska District

cJehn Spanglear - Construotion Division, Alaske District

2+ I inforaned Colonel Keenar that the inspection trip had indicated four
specific areas in which contanination by spilled petrolewm products was causing
both hazardous condiitions and considerable lpoal disgontent and comment, All
four of *thegs locetions are betwesn StationdAM and the general arse of the Donjek
Rivers Two of the areas which have sontaminated lakes used for fur trepping were
definitely ocaused by operations of APPS persognel in tlwir endeavors to de=ice the
Pipelines Fuelesaturated vegetatlion in areay was caused by contractor
operations in de=icing the line. Contamination in one locatlon near Swede ‘Johnson
Creek was oaused by umknown persons, either APPS or District.

3¢ The inspection group visited Whitehorse snd discussed the condition with
Commissioner Collins and with ropresentatives of Fish & Wildlife, Forestry, Folice
and other territorial agenckss. It was the opinion of all of thess Canadian repre-
sentatives that the contanination was not of significant importance and did not
constitute a serious hazard to wild life or fire. However, 1t was Comnissioner
Ccllins' opinion, due to official reports necessarily forwarded to Ottawa, plus the
outspcken discontent of many citizens along the highway, that it is desirable that
some additional demonstration of effort to remove the contamination be undertaken.
The question of the use of foam or dry powder was digoussed and rejected by the
group, but Commissicner Collins suggested that if the U. S, foroces could furnish
a fire truck and/or fire=-fighting equipment for use by Cemadien forces, such a
gosture would be of bsnefit.

4e After discussion of the above facts and related matters from the inspection
trip, I sugzzested to Colonel Keener that USARAL furnish some sort of fireefighting
vehicle. Colonel Sshwartr proposed furnishing forest fire indiviiusl aquipment,
such as axes, rakes, shovels, eto., and expressed the opinion that these would be
of great usefulnsss in fighting fire. Colonel Zeener stated that it was his
opinion Commissioner Collins was not so concerned with fire-fighting as hs was with
fighting adverse oriticism from local oitizens and from Ottawe authorities.
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S5¢ Colonel Xeener stated that USARAL would provide whatever equipment
was avallable in stoock, preferably a tsnk-pumper truck, smd would supplement
this with additional individual equipment as awvailable. It was agreed that all
such ecuipment should be statiocned at Puap Station 3B, and that APPS personnel
would nake the squipnent avallable to Clnndhn lnthorithl a8 nquirod.

8+ Mre. King told Colonel Keoner thlt Gmiuimr collhu was most anxious
to receive a letter from U. S. suthorities outlining work already accomplished to
remove contaminating fuels, plus the steps now being taken to suppleamsnt this
earlier action. Colonel Kesner requestsd that we fumish his offise coples of the
trip report to be prepared by ir. King, end instrusted Lt Colonel Somidt to
prepare a letter to Caommissicner Collins based em this trip report outlining the
infornation Commissicrer Collins deaires, It was agreed that two copies of the
trip revort would be furnishsd USARAL ert.mmr and that the report would be
completad by elose of business 24 iay, :
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