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Colonel Farrell 

Satet7 Su.ne7 Thawing Operations, Baines­
Pairbanka Pipel.1118, 25 - 26 l'ebru&l')" 1956 

IIP1VB 7 llar 56 
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1. The undersigned was accaapuied on abject aurYey b.Y L·. Jack Spangler, 
Project Engineer Haines-Fairbanks P1pel.1n.e, this ottice; Ir. w. J. Wilson, Forest 
Engineer, Department ot Northern U'taira and •tura1 Reaourcee, and f.!r. Joe Langa'rin, 
P~~ Warden, Y~on Fore~'t17 DiY~a~oJ!. _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . . 

2. The prime pirpoae ot tbis ane7 was to detenine the aatest method ot 
dispoal ot fuels that were being apilled on the P"Ound during ice r•onl 
operations ot the Baines-Pairbanka Pipeline. ~- aites where the line had 
been e11t and fiushed were Yisited, 1nolucling 'one:·ioeation· (lllepost 195) where 
dumped jet tuel bad been tired ia1u1diatel7: tolln!ng-;:repair or the line • 

.3. It was found that it the fuel laid tor a period ot t1JO or 11ore days, it 
became Yery ditf'icult to ignite, and onl.7 b.Y NIICYing the snow and scarifying the 
soil were we able to set tire to the saturated areaa. It is recognhed that this 
was in. part due to the low ambientf-'"tiipiraturu IIJld ground t•peratures at the time 
or the rt·sit. '!he one location ~Uia-t ru t1ncl ~ .... ) ... "dai ·that ·-uie tuel was 
tlushed onto the ground showed. ffidencia •t' iJiliilat iiat';cwerOa~ considerable area, 
const1111Dg green spruce tiaber SW ·to,·r,, DE. "'''lt··w.i'::ifac,oyerecl that ··1n this · 
particular location there ••• arii"ie pat tire·'!n lezii aiid'auakeg~ ·we were 
in.f'ormed that this area had been checked and all peat tires extinguished the pre­
ceding week. ~ .. 'It waa then concluded that froll a tire huard viewpoint the areas 
where the fuel had bean spilled wo,Ud'.lae•!dm'iig,-tlie ~cming 8Ullller season 't'eI7 
ll ttle more. hazardous .:than the ·smTOIIJl41.lig ierra1n~: ·xt •:iraa . nident that the 
l:llrning o.f' fuels was great]J' increaaing the poaaibillty or hang-f'ires in peat 
resulting-in torest tires came spring and ... er. . 

• .. • ,.::, - ·: :·.,: ..;..' ~~{:;2 ,C \;' 1 !:""~f ·~~~.!~ ~ .- :.; r.,· 

4. ilso ·while Yiait.iq the situ,::-'\he·:poaaild.l.1t7 ot streaa and lake pol-
lution was seriousl.7 considered~-~and. 1tf1iu the:-·or,iacerurita··or the- Canadian ·' 
otticials t.hat due to the rapid naporaiioiCcit'mrtace-·1rater in the spring, lilie­
wise any f'uel products r•ain.ing Oil tlae.;'iirtaoe ioa.fdeaaentiall.7 r8IO'Y8 the . 
probability o.f' the fuels being oarriecl into the streaaa or lakes b.Y the runott. 
They further intoraed US 'that dna -:-to:·thel"'tlat ~~and light snowfall in this 
area the~e was Tel7 little ra.o.f'.f' during 1ibe spring thaws. The possibility ot 
fuel laying on the top or tlie pel'llafroat. alose to the IIU'face and later creating 
a serious explosiYe hasard as was enoomf'terecl 'at "11.elBOD .. il'B, does not . exist due 
to the tact that peraatrost starts at a depth ot 6 or 7 teat below the surtace o.f' 
the ground. Between the seasonal frost liaita or at the lower part ot the seasonal 
frost aone, t.here is nomall.7 a sllt7 •a'terial iddcih-1.n: .ill probability would be 
where the fuels that leach into the ground would CGlle to rest • 
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IPAVB .• . - :· : . ,- . :-;1G;i ':i''.J:'Cl ;i•.: ~;l.,':)f':::-'.:' : ) .:r-- ; ·' ~ ·: 
S1JB.JECT1 ) Satet7 ~,-l'hald.DgTOpeziatlou,· Baines-Fairbanks Pipeli.-Jie, 

·-- ,, . 2S -~ 26 '•brl1ar7"l9S6" r:r..o::q, TT':': :· '). · · ' J ', · · . ., 
·· · G!' ~;J~ ;- :·c1-.:::c:,;._~~.:f c-,~..;L.fC ti_; :· qu.~.r·· o·-. , -~~-.. : ... ··· · · ··, ·.: ... , 

· :.; . 5. Froirrjobseriatioa fir "t'he ~peritlm{amF taking·' into contiderition~ all 
aspeots7 •1t·1a NOQlaeilGedi6 , .. 3:..:.'::v.o:.~ ~:.';> ·: -~ · · · · 
·,. ·'- ... •·' --,r .... ,.. ,-,.~~ a·~·-nt' ,. .... ,; .,.. .. ·; .. ·,·· . -··,· •• -::: ::_ .... .iJ ... .!1,,c- Av.,.-1 .·?: 1 .~-., l.,;:fA1'Jt,\.. _, ... .--'!~""'" .,,..J,..'' i:. •• 

··.:.-:. ;a~ ~!hat··nomf::ot-'tieYij,ille4'1fuei.a be mrned:: -- :: -~ -~. . ·' · 
·. ~ ·:. ;·: > 0 .. ,"",, :, ::-:;:.. _oc7.rt C:cl.I.:f(i'! '[ i~; , '· :. ·'" . J. ~-- · -... 

- 1 · · ·· ·· .-b:~ !bat"ap!llia. Nita le iiitno\ed to'a1 mall an area as 'possible. 
'he!'7 effort. shoul4 .Jt,j"J11aie!)te iaiiPeliii)and nuail 'lineB not: closer than .300-. 
teet frcm publ!e'roacli'Jor 1:!uibitiil irelii~ ~-aplnat pollution· or streams, 
lake11·and. wella:rb., div.ntoL·of '-e"lapW.ed fuela •. : _ · · · · 1 -

a. That peat fil"9a that ~at at lilepost 195 on the Pipeline be 
:· extinguished:.> .. ,.-• - , ...,Gt CO::JE.• en;.:ril'c- .;:11; Lr.,.· . , • 

'"\ ~ .. : •. .c~-·· . ... ... ~~+r~~ ru~:.s.,::r.1~_ ;f'"C: ; ·.)._ ... :- ·--~--· ~ J. •. . . - ·- . 

. :. J a.· That ia· caipleCiC eliii*JWfire tlie::·uoir 11elta or all locstions 
where 't1ree:liari beeii' tioii..,.li liii:"bien'•11tartecl, including thawing fires',:. 

:·along the line. ··:;,;:_ !'P'=.J CO-:JCJ.:!:'lSg +'~::!f p,,)" . ~.~,_;, •• ,, .. ' ·.- ,- ' . 

::·.'. .j" (·.~ 1•.1, ,· :;··-::~ :-i:...c-, ;rnq psG:r .:t:sQ~ei:; ~;;· '°i". · -· · :.-:-:.c- .. 
-~;,;~-[: .. !~·;·,_.:;; :Tfi&t·;a'.'?elloi,.ipt'iliet !ff'.'pttit'·and he1"ll1 n.res 'be' made again Just 
'following' the· spr1-ng'1bfiili; iad.t.'3uit laifore'the anset·:or:-warm-weatner; ·: It is 
.a1ao-belined ·t11a,:>a 'fepfeeiiltiU~if the~ Satetj- Branch· ahould".·aceom.paii7 tield' 
·,penonneroil th1• littir'.:!upioC1oi ea Uiat·· 1r· possible the asaletance or the 
-Cani.diaii~-roreatr,- ettie!ali'"·Jli"'-en~tawaf- !.'i : C: . .. l,·,. .. ; ... =- : :; 
·" .. ,·,.:; :t..' "'·;, !:.· ::o;· t:~Lr ,r::i ~r1r 2F.r:1.,,.~.- ··--· : ~:, .-,· 

,. '1,~·:. :::-:.::,_;~::-- r.o r~11:;-:a 1 ~uqor::-::;-:. y,. ~.>;:.1.: :· , ·-

.: .::r:i ·i ·:.:.. (•· - ' 
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'' ,,r __ ) , .. ~'· ! o~:. '. o:.f,H::;!J '.'ttFr:..~ c··. : : :'' .,.:: . ··. ~- ~- -, 
.-:;';.·.,;. 0 .:::•,;_- ~rLns~-::.:r:: 1,:ri:,sr::prn~ r·~- .. ':·:;,: ,;_ :-·· ,,::J ... 
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