NPAVB

dr. 4Ae J. Steiner

Underwriters' Laboratories, Inc,.
207 Zast Chio Ctreet

Chicago 11, Illinois

Dear ¥r. Steiner:

¥r, Larabee of your Seattles office was recently contacted by .r.
Yardie 7. ¥ing, Chief of Safety Dranch of this office, regarding
installed foam fire protection systems, ir. Larabee suggosted that
this office contact you direct regarding the subject.

The Alaska District has supervised the design and construction
of various retroleum storage facilities at military installations in
tlpska for the handling of diesel fuel, motor gasolines, avistion
gasolines and jet fuels For fire protection, reliance has been placed
on various combinations of alrfoam systeas, Part of these systems are
serviced by mobile foam trucks with connestion to hydrants outside tie
tank area, while others are provided with a central foam house. Thesc
systens have considerable lengths of uninsulated and unheated steel
pipeline for the water and airfoam mixture, and foam chambers and foam
nakers will frequently be exposed as low as -50° Farenheit.

It has become arparent that there is a scarcity of information
and data on the subject, and this office contemplates conducting
tests this winter in an attempt to resolve some of the questions zon-
cerning the =ffect of extremely cold lemperatures on the functioning
of exposed airfoan systems.

This office would grsatly appreciate your comments on the above-
wentioned systems and your suggestions as to what steps should be
taken to adequately test the operation of airfoam systems of this scoge
under the temperatures encountered, and any other information or data
you care to furnish regarding the effectiveness of foam systemns in
below I{reezing temperatures.

FOR THE ACTIIG DISTRICT ENGINEER:
Very truly yours,

J. G, HADZIMA |
et 026122
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