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l DEPAR'l'HE?lT 01" IDCTER?IAL AFFAIRS - CANADA. 

Reply tl, De addressed to: 
The Under-Secretary ot State 
tor External A!ta:l.re, Ottawa. 

--

The Deputy Minister, 
DepartJD1Dt or Transport.; 

Th• Deput7 Minister, 

Ottawa, Janua17 1.3, 1955. 

Department of Northern A!!airs and National J:tesourcea; 

The Deputy Minister, 
Department or National Revenue (Customs and Eiccise); 

The Deputy- Minister, 
Department ot Citiaenehip and Immigration (Immigration); 

Connmmioat1one Arrangement.a tor the 
Haines-Fairbanks Pipeline 

Attached is a cop;y ot a 11el.t-explanato1'7 letter dated 
today troa thia Department to the United states Embaaq regarding 
the ccmatruction ot the conmmicatione ta.cllitiee tor the Hainee­
Fairbanka Pipeline ProJect. You JD81' wish to arrange that arq 
ottioiala ot 70ur depart.Mnt, particular}T those in the field, 
who are concerned with this project, are informed ot the arrange­
ments outlined in the letter. 

M.H.Wershot, 

tor Under-Secretary o! State 
tor Enemal Affairs • 
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r-
, Januar;y 13, 1955. 

Dear Mr. Kqer, 

Cammunicatioaa Arrangemmta !or 
the Haines-Fairbanks Pipeline 

You mq recall that the original. plans tor the Hainea­
Fairbanla Pipeline envisaged that the canmunicationa requirements 
tor that part of the pipeline in Canada would be met by using 
circuits provided by the Northwest COl':r!Unicationa Systa from the 
Alaska - Yukon border along the Alaska Highwq to Haines Junction; 
!l'OII that point a pole line vaa to be constructed alCll1g the route 
ot the pipeline to iia.inea, Aluka. The intent of the aboft plans 
vaa retlected in the United States - Canada Ha.inea-Fairbanka 
Pipeline Agreaent o! J1X1e 30, 1953. Paragraph 12 of the canditiana 
attached to Rote No. 288 !roa the Charge d'Aftai.Na ot the United 
States Ellbaa97 in Ottawa reads aa tollowai 

"Thi• &grNMnt canteaplatea that aommmiicationa 
facilities IU1' be erected, operated and aaint.ained 
at the u.penae ot the United St.ates, located w.:.thin 
or reaaonably near the right ot WBT, under terms and 
conditions to be mutual.l.y' agreed, tor uae aol~ in 
the construction and operatian ot the pipeline.• 

2. In September, 1953, at a meeting held in Ottawa and 
at tended b7 repreaentati na ot the Department ot Transport, the 
Northwest Cmmnmicationa %st• and the Alaska Oammnicat.iona 
S7st .. , the conclusion was reached that because t.he Haines road 
would not be kept open in the winter it would be impractical. to 
run a pole line lrOII Hainea Junction to Haines. Tho Canadian 
off'iaial.a suggested therefore that the land line circuits required 
tor the pipeline eboal.d be carried down the Alaska Highw81' aa 
tar aa Whitehorse and trom. thence an the pole line of the 
Whitehorse and Yukon Railway to Skagway. This plan vaa adopted 
and steps are now being taken to put it into ettect. • 
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3. The Canadian Special Commissioner tor the pipeline 
project r6centl_y received a telegram !rom the Alaska District 
Engineer ot the U.S. Aray Cor~s '>t mgineere outlining the plans 
tor rehabilitating the pole line and installing the circuits 
required ori the section trO/ll Whitehorse to the British-Columbia -
Alaska bound&r,y near Skagvq. He then asked tor contirmation 
that the arrangements outlined in the Haines-Fairbank• Pipeline 
Agremaent with reSP4ct to auch matters ae the importation ot 
mterial and equiJm9l'lt and the ent1"7 and departure ot contractors 
employed would apply. 

4. It ia the opinion o! the Department of Extemal Af'taira 
that the above described dinraion ot the coammnicationa llnea 
required solely for the pipeline 1a in accordance with the intent 
of the Haines-Fairbanks Pipeline Agreeamt and that the arrange­
ments prorlded tor in the agreement should apply. 

5. Accordingly I am intond.ng the Canad1an Govemmant 
departments concerned of our Yiewa in this matter and will alao 
arrange to have the Canadian Special Commisa1oner tor the project 
notified or the actian taken • 

Yours aincerel.7, 

M. H. Wersho! 

tor the 

Under-Secretary ot State 
tor Extenial Attaira • 
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