Becember 22, 1954,

Tank Para Fire Protection
- - A)

Pile: %90

Yowr Tiles NPAVD

Colonel C. Y. Farrell,
Distriat Engineer,
Alagka Distries,

Corps of Engineers,
ANCHORAGE, Alaska,

Dear 3ir:

Your letter of November 24 regardiang tank farm fire
protection marked to the atteaties of Nrs A, B, Flood in
Toronto has been sent en %o us for replyi We regret the delay
in amswering, which was saused by the writer deing out of town
for two weeks,

Our Company has operated tank farms ad Regina,
Calgary, Edmonton and Hermam Wells fer up to as much as 30
yeoars, aad while these loeatiens &0 not axperience temperatures
below «50°F for very lemg perisds, they prodably represent the
nost extrene cold waather gonditions under which tanmk f{arms have
been operated for = loag peried of 4ime,

I% bas not been the pelicy of dhe oil industry to
inatall permameat fire pretsciion equipment (such ss fomm
chambers aad associated piping) ea tanks im $sclated tank farms
where the zumber o¢f tanks invelved is relatively few, Howaver,
a8t the places mentioned above, sur taak faras are clesely
associated with refinsries and are sometimes in builteup areas,
Therefore, all tanks aver 20! in dlameter and containing pro-
ducts with s flash poiant belew 150°F are squipped with foam
chambers and a permaneadily piped system for the application of
foams Preseant practice is to use s modile air foam system such
a8 is manufagtured by the Americas LaFraace Foamite Corporation
of Elmira, New York,




Nith regard ts the practieshility of foam systems
in extremely cold weather, we would asdvise that, iz sur maay
yoars of operation, we have not expsrieased s tank fire during
very celd weathere This is prebably dwe ia coasiderable measure
$o the muck reduced velatility of eil preducts ad these low
temperatures, Ne are therefore not in a position teo advise
on the opersbility of feam fer fire protection of tanks under
sush conditionse For the axtinguishmnent of fires ia small low
tanks, we believe that whesled dry chemisal umits wi th the
powder expelled over the edge of the $ank widh an applieator
would prove gquite sffective, 3uch units have the advantage of
being unaffected by sxtreme ¢old, sad will expel the powder ia
a Jet which will reach MO te 50 feede

We are enclesing seme shests from our tank specifice~
tion which show various features affecting fire safety, and, in
particular, the layout and arrasgemsat of the permazeat foam
systems which we use, Ve hepe that ths adove information will
be of some use to you, sad 1f we ean be of any further help,
do mct hesitate %0 call on us again,.

Tours very truly,
Re ¥, DUNLOP

13118
Per,

RE/fm Be He Sherwood
lncl.

CeCe Mr, ¥, M, Pearce

Attentions Me, A, B, FVloed




