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ADDfltE.Sa Jll.19LY TO 

THE DIVISION ENGINEER 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS. U.S. ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE DIVISION ENGINEER 

NORTH PACIFIC DIVISION 
(NOT TO IHDIYJDUAL&) 

1500 PITTOCK BLOCK 

PORTLAND !5. OREGON 

NPDVE 16 September 1953 

11&1"&11 TO PILI[ 

NO. 

Maj. Generals. D. Sturgis., Jr. 
Chief' of Engineers 
Department of the Army 
Washington 25., D •. c. 

Dear Sam: 

We just recently submitted our revised civi1 works program tailored 
to fit the new expenditure limitation of $107 .,000.,000 imposed by your 
o!fice on the North Pacific Div:iBion for fiscal. year 1954. Total. funds 
available before the liJni tation were $l4S,ooo.,ooo. By careful schedul­
ing, we will be able to meet existing dates now set for first power on 
the line for the Albani Falls, Chief Joseph, McNary and Lookout Poiit 
projects. First power on the line for l'he Dalles project 'Will have to 
be extenied one year., and several months del~ is expected on McNary 
units 6 through J.4. Public acceptance of the reductions imposed general­
ly was quite good., although I expect considerable pressure will. be 
brought to oear from local. and Congressional sources to provide funds 

~\ sufficient to maintain schedules on The Dal.lea. With an increase o! 
$910001 000 in the division e.xpenditure ceiling, this project would be 
maintained on schedule provided the over-ceiling amount ($581 000#000) 
is appropriated for f:fBcal year 1955. The Bonneville Power Administra-.. 
tion estimates that loss of power revenues because of a year's delay 
in The Dalles will be $9,000,000. I have assured local. interests th.at 
decision on this project is not yet final. and.that your o!fice is care­
fully reviewing the entire program. I am inclosing a copy ot an 
editorial from the S September 1953 issue of the Portland Oregon Journal 
which will give you an idea of local .feelings. 

Since it has been agreed that the Bureau ot Reclamation will survey 
and report on that stretch of the Snake River between the Hell!s Canyon 
site and the mouth of the Salmon River, we are taking every precaution 
to assure that in the conduct of our awn survey and preparation of our 
report the fullest cooperation is maintained and that no duplication is 
permitted. Our field efforts will be confined almost wholly to the 
Clearwater Basin., but our report w.Ul, of course, include the Bureau• s 
data on the main stem of the Snake • 
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Maj. Generals. D. Sturgis., Jr • l6 September 1953 

Our Military Construction program is continuing on schedule. Durine 
August contracts were awarded in the amount of $21,000,000. Bids for 
the Haines-Fairbanks pipeline project were advertised on 29 August and 
w.L1.l be opened l4 October. Contractor interest is high and we expect 
keen competition. 

I am now accompaeying the Civil Functions Subcommittee of the House 
Appropriations Canmittee throughout its inspection of our work here and 
'Will meet the House Public Works Canmittee to conduct it through the 
region men it arrives on the 18th. I ldll report all significant occur­
rences to you upon canpletion of these inspections. 

1 Incl 
Editorial dtd 5Sept5J 
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Sincerely yours, 

~ 
E. c. rrsCHNER 
Brigadier General.., USA 
Division Engineer 
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~TPDVE 28 August 1953 

n,j or General S. D. Sturgis, Jr. 
Chiof of J':nv.nccrs 
De~artnont of the Army 
'lr!ashin[;ton 25, D. C. 

) 
/ 

~ 
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Dear SnMt . ~) 

Our militar;:r construction pror,ra:--: nt the be1:;innint:; of this firc.'.11 year~ oa0;t>1 
a."nountod to anpro::tlmatoly ~l._58L.,ooo,ooo. Of this amount ~·377,000,000 is no,.r 't,0\~1,4 
under contract. Durinc July ~e awarded contracts amounting to ~5,000,000 ~.JF. \ 
ar:d axpect to a.1-rard additional contracts tot~.llng :"',55,ooo,ooo within the · 
naxt 90 cla;:;rs • 

rie have recei_v-:?d Us:tnr: Scrvico site ;-11::m approvals on a".)prox:l':'!ately 
ona•hnlf of the guided missile sites in this Division. District offices 
are eX(leditinr.:; tho design of HIKE facilities on these sites as directed by 
your office. 1Je oxpect to obtain approval of the rema.in:tng site pl:ms in 
the nenr future and will expedite the desi~ for thC!se sites. Standard 
drnwin;s for the structures included in this progrrn, were received from 
your office .31 July 1953. 

Of the o:ix previousl;\' pror,rnmmod AO~~w st~tions in Alaska, we have been 
inforr:1ecl by USAF that onl;r four will be funded. This reduction will in all 
probability result in resitinr, threa of the four rcnaininr; stations. Dosicn 
of thrt'!e stations has boen unclor ,my for somo t:bne. It now nppen.rs that 
onl:-r one of . these desicns will be actually constructed ns planned due to 
rcq·:ired ros:i.t:i.nr,. Fe n~ cxn~ct to place t 11is one station 7Jnder contract. 
in December 1953. 

1 . 

Er!arGoney funds in the a~ount of ~6,000,000 have been relonsed by the 
~nronriate Concresnional Comru.ttcos l'or the rostora.tion oi.' '."·t ·:~tier dock 
rac:tlitics destroyed by fire eti.rlicr this year. o-4 has allocated 
:~,1,ono,000 of those funds to ·-irovide tomporn.ry dockinr, fncilitiee pending 
comnlction of m,mn.nent fncilitios to be constructed with the remaining 

• 
r:5,o.-,ci,000. The Alnska Distrlct 1-rill begin negotiations .'.31 August. for 
the construct.i~:,n of tertporari.r raeili tios consistin~ principally o! 
two DeLong Dock sections ,-1hich nat,1 :Jre scheduled to arrive at 

• 



D. Sturgis, Jr. 26 August 1953 

Whittier 17 September. Engineering studies for the pennanent docking facili­
ties aro under way a.nd v:U1 be presented to your office faro approval. prior 
to initiation of plans and specifications. 

-~ Wo have received all clearances for the ltaines-Fairbanks POL line and 
o~eot to open bids on this $40,000,000 project about the mid<D.e of October 
this yoar. We plan to take alternate bids on (l) minimum through-put 'h,' the 
latter part or calendar year 19$4 with .final can:pletion in calendar ;rear l9>>J and 
(2) final completion calendar year l9S5. B1' doing this we 11lll be able to :p'.t'ovide 
US.ARAL with information as to the excess cost, 1! ~, in obta.bling ear~ uso of 
the lino. 

The Air Force navigational aid program is presently being delayed pending 

l 
necessary reprogrammine by neadquarters USAF. Fnrthor dolay in the reproGram-

1 
ming of navigational aid faclli ties both in ZI and Alaska v1ll make it impos­
sible to JTteet the l January 19~4 beneficial occupancy da.to requested by USAF 
on all of those facilities. At the present time contra.ct award on navaid 
facilities at Larson AFB has been delayed since 30 Juno pending allocation or 
addition.a1 funds. 

Operations to allOW" raising the McNary pool to its full opera.ting level 
~Y _l November are continuing on schedule. I do not anticipate m,y insurmountable 
.,u.rr icul ty to prevent pl.acing powr on the line in December as scheduled.. 

The Middle snake River invosticntion has been etnrtod. Doth Colono1 Tan~ 
and I are optimistic as to the 011tlook in this undortatdng nnd we anticipate 
no difficulty in com.plot.in:; the report by the end or the year. Wo are receiv­
ing good cooperation .from and are coordiru:Lting w:l. th the Department or the 
Interior at this lcv8l despite arry- reports to the contrary- 7011 may have re­
ceived in Washington. 

First power mmt on the line at Detroit Dam on 26 Juno. Tho unit supplied 
about 20,000.,000 ID\11-I dur:i.nt; the month of July to the Northt,..193t Fedoral Power 
System. Since the project must pass minimum nows for dmmstream neod.s1 i,e 
are able to r,cnorate power around the clock. 

I noticed considerable activi t,- in both the nonn~ville P0"7er Administra­
tion and Bureau of Reclamation on the subject or cost allocation in recent 
wGeks., nnd there has been a renc,wed e,:ohange or ideas b8tw8en the varioue 
departments at this level. I foe1 sure the errort now boine mo.de bl" the 
Interior Department to review their cost allocation procedures l11ll'be·bone­
ficial. alJ. a.round. Your interest in this matter may be expected to bear fruit .cy short~. ' 

Our run or blueback (sockeye) salmon this sum:1er has broken all recordo 
since counting began, 2351063 having passed Bonneville as of 16 August. Pre­
vious maximum run or roeord was 184,645 fish in 1952. It is too earl,- to 
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on the 'Wi1olu_. our entire lll"OGJ.'W,1 is ;;lOviJ~ ~ quite sutisi'actorily 
out hero ,dth maey routino but no roally crucial proLl~e a.t this tinlo. 

Cunsidora.oll} approhoru:d.on on thtJ part oi' local intaro~tti ll<:.s urison 
over the surcl.ar,:o flood control i'ooture o! John r.J-.J.Y Dw.1 µrojoct bocu.u.ae 
of tho towns mid il:JiH'OVm1unw -which 'Would Lo •. ;J:.footud and the 37 foot tlif.:'or­
onti.al b<.ttueun no1.•1:-.al Of.H:i1•ati11t:: µool lovel und l'ni.l,;dmula flood control pool 
1Jlovation. I fool that tho public huarillg r.ch~od i'OJ.• 23 !..oµt0,'tiler far 
the ~.Hlli,>O£e of oowin1ni:;: tho vi.ewe o! local intci·cats will cl.oar tho air of 
li4uoh 0£ tJ.1is a;1prf'..honsion. 'i'he llistrict £ngiu1Jor ,dll encoura:;e .full c.., .. prca-­
sion of tho dosires of lOCDJ. inter~sts with tho underatandinc th:lt ho will 
l,o :.:,'Uidod by tho:l.r 'WishoG. I hope .fund.a will becat:20 uva.ilablo throuch ono 
M:dilllil ar D.nathor 'Within thu nou.r futuro to lHn:·uit us to study the probleti 
and S.)J.act a pool elvvation uhich in GO far as pocsiul.o will meat the uxprosood. 
wi.;hea of the 1,1ooplu. 

I was out o.f tho oi'fice wst or last \Juek Yit.h 'the :.,mate Pul:Jlic Works 
Ca.:.....ittao. Only throo 111.:mbors were on hand .l'or the i'i.r.st part of tho tour, 
~tm-t.~ Yith the :.,nako idver, Mol,m-y and '.l1ho llallua Daz:i. Sonutor Caso 
joined thu party at ?ortland and BOCOIU:,'1~d t4cr.l to Ala6ka.. 'l.11.0ir reaction ~, 
i;a:,; o;;cal.lent thro~ut the Paoii'ic Hort.llwec;t. It is repOl·ted ho~evcr ·that 

ll f1W1A.tora !:t.cania n.nd Caue., who are also iaembers of thu .A.l'li1od Services Cw­
~1itt.~o., r~·k!ld that th.a new construction at Hie .JOJ.ta which ia ju.at now 
L~ttin.::; undor llO"'J' wus unneocsoo.ry. I um DJ.raid that they lltay ta quite rough 
on tho l'l.::maindor of the prot;rmn which is now b~ hold in ahoy...nco por.di~ 
th.; r;;taults o£ a r,,6tudy by the Depta"t&lant ot thu Arr:Jy. 

Sincere~ yours• 

1.. c. 1,· :.:e;mut 
Brigadier GonCJ:·.i.l.., 
Division ~"'ino.;;r 


