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Climate Change Forum Issues Declaration

We, the members of the National
Forum on Climate Change, believe
that climate change will touch the
life of every Canadian. Decisions
taken today on this complex and
controversial issue will have impli-
cations for our communities, our
children, and future generations. ...

The time for action is now!

(Excerpt from the National Forum on Climate
Change Declaration)

he National Forum on Climate Change

has issued a call to action for all

Canadians to become part of the
solution on climate change. Convened this
spring by the National Round Table on the
Environment and the Economy, the Forum’s
25-member panel of Order of Canada recipi-
ents were charged with the task of developing
an objective and unbiased assessment of the
climate change challenge facing Canadians.

Forum members, who have been recognized

for their outstanding service to Canada in a
variety of fields, came to the task knowing little
about climate change beyond what they had
learned from the media. “In order to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions to the levels set at
the climate change summit in Kyoto, Canadians
will be required to make some difficult choices
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and trade-offs, stated Dr. Stuart Smith, Chair
of the National Round Table and Forum
moderator. “It is essential that the upcoming
public debate occur within a framework that
has been established by respected, objective
and non-partisan Canadians.” The Forum was
co-chaired by National Round Table members
Elizabeth May, Executive Director of the Sierra

Club of Canada, and Dee Parkinson-Marcoux,
President & CEO of Ensyn Energy Corp.

Endorsed by Prime Minister Jean Chrétien,
the Forum was, in part, a response to the Kyoto
Protocol on climate change, at which Canada
and other developed countries set targets
for reducing their levels of greenhouse gas
emissions. #
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Over the course of three sessions, Forum
members heard a range of viewpoints about
the current and potential impact of climate
change on Canada’s economy and society.
Speakers from industry, policy organizations,
government, and non-governmental organiza-
tions presented diverse perspectives on the
gravity of the climate change issue, and on the
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead
for Canadians.

“I feel very deeply and sincerely about
the subject and I really do hope that
this catches fire. I hope our meetings
and our efforts really will go on and
make a difference to children in our
schools, and to ordinary Canadians.”

Linda Thom, Forum Member

“This is an extraordinarily good
example of how intelligent lay
people, non-scientists, can cope
with scientific complexity and
reduce quite technical arguments to
understandable terms. ... There have
been some extremely penetrating
questions and discussion.”

Colin Franklin, Forum Member

During the Foruny’s third session, held in
April, Forum members began the work of
drafting a consensus statement on climate
change. The resulting Declaration sets out
members’ understanding of climate change,
and its potential impact on the environment
and economy, and on the health of Canadians.
Forum members concluded that, on the balance
of evidence and in the face of scientific
uncertainty, there were two compelling reasons
for taking immediate action:

®1f the challenge is as serious as many
scientists believe, an effective response will
call for major shifts in North Americans’
attitudes and lifestyle, and will lead to
dramatic adjustments in the global
economy. Early action will allow us to
create momentum for the difficult adjust-
ments that may be necessary in the years
ahead.

#1f concerns about climate change turn out
to be premature or overstated, there will
be time and opportunity to adjust our
response. In the meantime, Canadians will
have taken out a measure of insurance,
and will reap important side-benefits as a
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result of early action. These benefits will
include reduced pollution, better urban air
quality, a more efficient economy, and job
creation resulting from the introduction of
new technologies.

The Declaration also identifies some of the
measures that must be taken by members of
the public, government and industry to address
this challenge effectively. These include:

#Individual Canadians can save energy at
home and at work, by using their cars less,
riding bicycles or using public transit, and
recycling materials.

Economic Insfruments
and Greening the Budgef

The Greenhouse Gas Emissions Trading
Program is exploring various approaches for
incorporating emissions trading into a
Canadian program to limit greenhouse gases.
The work involves identifying designs for a
domestic program, analyzing a limited number
of alternative approaches, determining the
mechanics of a domestic trading program,
and setting out the steps involved in imple-
menting the program. An initial meeting of
experts was held in Calgary on May 3,and a
list of designs has since been prepared and
distributed for review.

In the area of budget reform, the Economic
Instruments and Greening the Budget Committee
is continuing its work on the use of economic
instruments to improve the environment. More
specifically, the committee is collaborating with
representatives of Finance Canada to develop
the required data and policy refinements in
the areas of urban brownfields and private
woodlot management.

Contact: Elizabeth Atkinson
(613) 943-0394

Education

On April 2, the NRTEE hosted a workshop in
Quebec City entitled “Sustainable Development
Applications in Engineering.” Participants
helped to develop materials for a training
workshop aimed at professional engineers, which
will be held on September 25 in Quebec City.
This practical and interactive workshop will
be part of the 1998 Environmental Colloquium,

#Municipalities can provide the infrastructure
for individual action by supporting public
transit, building bike paths, funding blue
box programs and designing communities
to reduce commuting distances.

® Federal, provincial and territorial governments
can collaborate on climate change issues and
support local action by providing seed money
for climate change research, education and
action.

While higher energy costs may be necessary,

Forum members cautioned that governments
should use this revenue to reduce the impact of

Program Update

an event which is to be co-sponsored by the
regional chapter of the Quebec Order of
Engineers and the province’s environment
ministry.

At a recent NRTEE-sponsored workshop,
students and professionals discussed the
barriers to, and opportunities for, integrating
sustainability principles into core curricula at
Canadian business schools. The NRTEE’s
Education Committee is currently developing
a strategy to encourage further progress in
this area.

Contact: Shelley Kaufman
(613) 943-0398

Foreign Policy and
Sustainable Development

The Foreign Policy Committee’s work is centred
on its “Sustainable Cities Initiative” (SCI) —
an attempt to design an appropriate Canadian
response to the unprecedented growth of
urban areas around the globe expected over
the next 25 years. Work on the SCI builds on
the results of a major workshop held in
January 1998. One of the SCT's goals is to

climate change measures on affected
communities, groups, and individuals, or to
support the development of new energy
technologies.

On June 3, the Forum presented its official
Declaration to the Honourable Ralph Goodale,
Minister of Natural Resources, and the
Honourable Christine Stewart, Minister of the
Environment. It will also be widely distributed
to all levels of government and to members
of the Canadian public.

For more information, please contact:
Moira Forrest, (613) 992-7157.

create a network of Canadian experts in the
areas of sustainable cities, business, govern-
ment and finance, and to use this network to
identify and create business and environmen-
tal opportunities overseas. This includes
identifying foreign cities which are suited to
an integrated Canadian approach and have
a capacity for establishing public-private
partnerships. As well, the Committee is
examining how current financing mecha-
nisms can be used to advance this type of
initiative.

Contact: David Morgan

(204) 958-7740

Measuring Eco-efficiency

Members of this program are currently
working with the World Business Council for
Sustainable Development and a number of
large North American companies to select,
design and implement a core set of univer-
sally acceptable eco-efficiency performance
indicators. The program’s ultimate objective
is to promote widespread acceptance of these
indicators and to ensure that they are included
as a matter of course in corporate annual
reports.

Contact: Elizabeth Atkinson
(613) 943-0394

Sustainable Transportation

In November 1997, the Sustainable Transpor-
tation Committee released a State of the
Debate report exploring priority issues in
sustainable transportation in Canada.As a
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follow-up to that report, the program is now
focusing its attention on the issue of sustain-
able transportation and more specifically
greenhouse gas reduction in urban areas.
Work is under way on the development of a
background report.

Contact: Carolyn Cahill
(613) 996-4501

LEAD Canada

The NRTEE is currently in its fifth year of
administering the LEAD Canada program.
LEAD Canada’s mission is to foster a new
generation of decision makers who have the
knowledge, values and skills to develop
national and international policies which
emphasize the sustainable use of the earth's

resources, Each year, LEAD Canada selects
approximately 15 promising mid-career
professionals to take part in an intensive
training program that exposes them to critical
environment and development issues and
enhances their leadership skills. Participants,
called Associates, complement their training
sessions with a self-directed course of study
that integrates sustainability issues into their
professional activities. There are currently
12 member chapters of LEAD International,
encompassing over 40 countries in some of the
most economically dynamic areas of the world.
Canada became a member in 1994 and was
the first industrialized country to join LEAD.

Contact: Donna Chiarelli
(613) 995-7519
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