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S A e M th Round Tables |
| | In Canada |

4 %un g people can contribute
* Lo better decision making and take action by ]i:rmjng their own round tables, Round
tables are new wavs of generaling action to implement bLIHI.H]JlEI.I}lE developmenl in
Canada Participants should come from many different I'rauk;.,nmuds of society. ‘They .
also work on a consensus approuch o decision-making, in trying to settle conllicl and
come o crealive solutions. They work wilth non-confrontational approaches which
- Cncourage openness, acceptance of different viewpoints and a gn:numt:
desire to [ind-"common ﬁlnunfl"

%hlh round I:ul:nleﬁ shoild be orzanized and ron by young people.

% round table process can deal with meny 1ssucs in your conumunily, Some will
relate W sustainable development, Youth and austainable dev r:tu:npment are linked by
Fae the need to plan for and |:In:l-t|:::t the fufure,

: fmmg people can muke a difference. The legendary King Arthsur and The
Knighis of the Round Table were all under the age of 25. In fact Arthur himself,
wis only sixteen when he first called his Knights tegether to defend the realm.

Fluman Iﬂnd is mppmm[ L3 |_‘||: An : Ll ; ; : Ii % 1rrrpﬁmt|‘u:‘ that youth from all
- intelligent species, yet we keep polluting, : A parts of the world participate actively inall
We seem 1o want to WE purselvies right off the earth ynd : : bt W relevant levels of decision-muaking processes because i
no one is domnganything aboud il. That bothers me, _ affects their lives Imlaf, and has implications for their
CYCTYONE ‘iEEﬂ:’H tir have given up-hoge of irying, 1 : futures, In addition we (heir intellectual contribution and
haven’l. Trisn'teasy and iCisn’| supposed to be, bul T'm St their ahility to mobilize support, they bring unigue
sceomplishing somel ung. perspectives that noed to be taken indo acoount,
. Terry Fox, 1959-1987 . ] © Apendg 21 Chapier 25
: !’qsmmdm Scrivener, Ilﬂrr}r Fox: hix story, IF&’I} : ' (from The United Nations Conference on Environment

iwred Develupment !'5"93,}



- WHATISA -
YOUTH ROUND TABLE?

* All mmlhers of e mound table pd:hupuUng 4.L1u&|l|§.r and with a
- basic respect for cach other.

* Man}- dm:im'imn cam he made By conscnsus. Sound decisibus can
he: achicvaed through good facilitation which is based on Anding
common ground and agresment.

. lf.le:u anid honest commuricalion 15 crtical to the final result - a
youth round table ix open,. critical, facilitative and.
pmtrlmu sﬂlvmg

# I'he fomarion of pa.[tu&rshlps and havinyg key stakeholders in
- decision making i vital 1o round tahle suceess, :

* Youth round tables van he organized forma [z throush schools,
wirking with teachers, or with churches and YMCA's and
YWCAs. They can also be organized by youny poople
informally, For example, within a nedghbourhood or region.

CASE EJ{HHH.E -, WESTEEH GﬂHﬂDﬁ

In "nfaumum:r, British Colombia a groupr of youth in the
| seventh grade formed an organization called the
. Envirommental Children's Organization (EC0).  These
young people have spoken on environmental issues in mamy
local schools and at an intemations] conference of vouth.
They ruised funds through bake sales and slide shows. The
.|| funds were then used o print a newspaper and huy i waler
| filier o supply cleaner waler 10 @ whole Penan village, in |
- Surawak, Malaysig. In fact, they raised enough funds to send
4 members of E.C.0. and 2 young Kayapo girls from Apcre’
“to the United Nations Conferenée on ]:.m]_munmut a_m:l_
Ul:w;lupmmt in Rm dc Janciro, Brazil. :

== Ve

| susrm.um DEVELOPMENT

._S:J:-:tmnahle development can be addrossed through a vouth
round able, The range of issues are all issues affecting sociely:
public transportation, the arts, educalion, poverty, homelessness,
:implu:.jmd_:nt and working practices, crime,. pollution,
development, agricullural practices, health,” environmental,
ceonomic and n:'ul_tuml security, racial and gender equity,
conmswmplion lor healthy & covironmentally-sound choices, -
biodiversity, the imequity hetween the huru-u-:m arid Southermn
couniries, gl debi IL]JL[

!-]ustain;dl:]-: di;vl:lt'apm:_:nl wats defined in the ‘World Comimission on
, Foviranment and Development in 1987 as "development that meets
the necds of the present withoul comprumising the ability of fuoture

__genemtmm 1o meel their-own nedds”, (p 43an_ﬂ1mw

Ten principles for sugtainable d-ﬁ\-tlupm::nl have been developed by
the Mational Round Table on the Environment and the Economy, an
Jindependent body of Canadians who provide advice 1o the Pi'ITI'I-L.
Minister and Canadian: Hmnﬂy These pnnmplc*s arc:

6. Waste Management
Subscribe o e AR - Reduss,
Revize, Rocpcle aid then I-‘.l,bm-.-c:

1. Ellnrnr:hlli]-
1 “Treal Lhe parth with respect for the
benclil of afl pmiensioms.

the imapacis be™ Assess risks znd

: Aim thut ped ek
2. Shared ; '?. Rehabilitation and
IT e il by amid work tng{:ﬂ'm', ll'l!'l-i.'lﬂi.]l ;
we’ Il akr heiler -l h'f"'“"-- srhoal, Whers the @mvenmrnent is
wiatk, arnlin the commumity alike, dansagod, thank < a projisct thi
teal i =h S 3 woeld rency il
3. Prevention and 8, Sclentffiec and
- : Technalogical
Thivk bolooe yow wcl - what will Innovation

Barive . ||:|I.r._g,ml|., the egmomy, Ih|=

prepare for the onespoctid envireament and social well heing .
2 ; : in cducation reacarch and work.
4. Conservation, 9. Irternational

Muintait.nnd eohance oir Responsibility

- mensystems s . Think globally whilc acting Iocally,

5. Energy and lﬂﬂm 10, Globa! Developument
ot Hm.llﬂ. . Camadn shonld help developing

L5k penesivabde and nom- rm-:mhl-: " malirms ti nck Wiﬂ]_ﬂlﬁ&tbﬁi{'

©remTres wisely, plsjectives inming,

Joian of Arc was -
odly sevenleen
‘when she defended
the honor of France
 gnd in dotng so0
became ane of the
- most famous
heroines ever.

WHD' PARTIEIPATEE IN A TBUTH ROUND TABLE?

S Noung pEDpl-B who want o h:m'n I':rum ome snather and work together

on issues and pmhlml-: that affect Thn:n' lives ut:uw, and in the future.

* Youth [mem all ha-;;kgruum].-: andd ways of life,

* Youth wh n:x_'t:lgni;n.t: the, valuz af all sectors of society working

together,

* Youth wishing (o d.LI'.|Ll'lTl: |J||.' klmwll:llgc u.mi ak1||:-. ty comfromt issues .
al -hLdlu:

* Young people whi helieve that they can play a Icarlln;g rolc in making
a difference in their day-ro-day lives. and in their communities,
ultimately working towards a healthier planel.



INVOLVEMENT

youth round table pracess. 'For an un-going youth round table.
L-.uslmmng its |'r|emb¢r5]:u|:r is critical. This eun be assisted By o0

1. TForging partnerships and linkages with nrga.ulez_uium-:, institurions,
and businesses.. These linkages are guité important for the
_‘u&tﬁ]ﬂﬂhﬂll}' c:frh-.-: o talle, .i]II_I_JW"'lE Tesonrees obe shuared. and -
laying.a foundarion for future mutual education and support.

1. ‘Seting up a process W ensure soime contiauity of youth direction of

the round table with replacement of one-third of the youth on the

round tahle cvery year, Thus, membership becomes staggered.

a, AITanging a creative method of funding the activities of the :.ruu:h
mu.urd Luble uh-::u and JfI'ELjLLII‘ﬁl )

WAYS {_JrF .nPEna'rmG'

Eespect and dignity are I'uhdamrm;ml o a round Lable.

o R

-y round tahle.

3:  Principles of good communication should also be t.:tup b the peupl::
" whao are invalved m the round Labsle.

4. Consensus decision making is one way of working iuhich mightp&uve
very uscful im‘ the success r.:ufm-; vouth roumd Llihl-..- :

ﬁﬁmng CONSensus” is a Iundamantﬁl prevequisite fur starting a
round table process. There are mudy aspects to it and everyone
needs 1o have their say. The consensus approach includes EVEIVOnE,
as compared (o the "majority rules” approach where the minority is

ullen Jgnnred Cienerally, participants compromise or Come i,
better understanding of other people’s positions.”. Differences that |

cin not be settled by conscnsus are respected and often set aside for

later- discussion and a different approachi. Paricipants share the

“responsibility for resolving an issue. Conscnsus processes create
decisions of compramise with credibility aml where no one is a
" loser. :

Steps to Consensus;.

1 'Pumupﬂnts should reach a common u.ml::ml.undmg u::uf what is

; consensus decision-making,
g Perceptions and positions should be apenly stated.

3. Negotiation. bargaining, and facilitation of changing p-:muum can -

oceur through:
- the separation.of the people from the pmb!cm.
- a fucus om interests rather then positions:
- the generating of a variety of possibilities und/or solutions befure
- deciding what o do; and how o approwch the situation:
- working for mutual gain (win-win sitations).

athering and mainlaining vouth involvemenl is cssential to the

A fair and open process of communication is also vital to a ‘well-run

HETWﬂRKING

E 15 Very impuoriant t‘nrnvnuth round Lable to hecnnnmlu,d Lo
sources of support and inlerest in the community, Many people,
citizens groups. small businesses, and institations are able (o help
support, beth financially and by sharing knowledge, a youth
round (able. Possible examples of these are: seniors’ centres, -

- mesident associations, local chamber of m]ﬁmcrmﬁ' universily

professors, snd so forth. ‘:u.||.1|:u.:1'1 can be in the form of providing
meeting reoms, pholocopying services, phone lines, credibilily,
and general encouragament for the activities of a youth ronnd
table.. Gaining the support and communicating with local
_gUTrL‘ilTIIDE]lT and regional authorities can also be very useful.

“This can allow decisions made by the round table to be presented

v govermments. Key points about nerworking are:

I A youth roumnd rable’s success ultimately will dﬂpl:lirl on their
lim kﬂgﬂs to the greater community.

7.5 Emhrmgdrmmﬂ-mdkun in hu-smc:s governmenl and i institations
will be exposed w including a wider group of people in their
decision making and the youth round tables can ensure thsir umqn.h
vwwpﬂnm towards solving the pmhlﬂm& are byl '

 CASE EXAMPLE — CENTRAL CANADA

- In Quebes, a youth organizativn called "Enjeu ef
Environnement Jeunesse", ran a province-wide tour on the
issuc of Energy. The tour visited 37 colleges and universities | -
during the months of February and March 1992, The tour
resulled s referendum of those young people visited, The -
ourcome of 12000 penple who voted found that 75% of these
young people supported a moratorium on all Lm*ge EneTy
developments until a full public debate on energy is held in
Quebce. The referendum also found that 55% of these young |
people suppirted & tax on gasoline in order to better fund g
public transit systems. This information was presented b0 the
EovCTIments nf :}u::h::r. and Canada

Tt the. 1960% young pevple, ﬁ‘nm umuﬂd the world bmme mcrm.-.mgi}' frustraied and concerned ubout
the nuclear arms race. Their concern and pmle.-.t eventually led to wurId nuclear disermament.
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How to set up a
‘Youth Round Table

Tdentify an issue or initiate o general discussion in.your
community that concemns you:

Find fellow youth who are also iterested o the isse,

Organize a-me=ting to discuss the issue,

.- Locate resources-and identify key .Hr}]lt.i:_hﬂldl:-l'ﬁ whir should

be involved in the issue. Examples of resources might he

the provision of mailing costs, & person with good

facilitaion skills, or access o photncopying services.
Stakeholders might be: business owners, politicians,

developers, public servants, social wellass workers,
..:-;:umnmJJit'.rvqlmu-}E:rs. : :

Recruit i[ﬂkl:hﬂhlﬂrh to begin exploring and dn:lm.mg

- common areas of concern and work together to explore the

jusue and resulve conllicls. Creativity might be [equuwl in

. arder 1o zet all s'rak'-:hnldcn to purticipute.

ia the 1990% _','m.'u_:';t people
are concerned about the
_ health of the planct.
Increasingly they are -
demanding change fo ensure
a sustairable and healthy
- farure for evervone. Youth
' today realize that thiv means
changing the way we develop
the carth both ecconomically,
socially and politically.

Useful References:

Dicvelopment is available from AISEC
Triernational, 1EC.  Stadént
Representative, Roe Washingoon -4
(B 106, BIOSO, Brussels, Belgiom.

:- I ! . I.. . r |'.I r | | :

Enviromment Guide is available from the
SAVE Tour National Office. 3-103 4th
Avenoe, (Mrawa, ON,, KI5 ZL1.
Phone; (6133 235-0217.

Yoputh |: i i Ll Wii['ih!!!!k :iS_

available from the Directer of Lhe

" International Progrom, ‘Trent University,

Petcrborough, M., K41 .IBE l-"h-;mc
({5} 748-13 I-i

mmm.mmu by Wimner Troyer
in avuilable. from the Mational Round
Table on the Eovironment and he
Eocnnomy, #1 Micholos, Suoite- 1500,

Chitawa, O KIN TB? Phone: (613

"I?S

Beaching ﬂ.,m;m;m Yolume |
Consensus Processes in Hrilizh

 Columbda. This document 5 availshle

from the British Columbsa Round Tahle

om the Envirenmenl amd the Bovnony,

229-564) Johnson Street, Viclnia, B.C..
VAW 306. Phone: (604)347-5422,

Llome and Famity Guide:  Practical
Action for the F‘swlrn-nrm:m and

Commupity Work &h::-lw for_the -
Eoviropment $10.70,  These 1wn
documents ure available [rom. the
Harmony Foundation PO Box 3444,
Station "IV, 34} Laurier Ave. Wesl.,
t‘mwa 1 KIP II'JF“:" Fhl.'l'l'l.l:' [6123]
230-7353.

Environmentil Yutllh."dli;*lll_-te: Py, Box
34T, Stetion "L, Vimeouver, BC, Val

AN Phone: (841 737-2254,

'Canaxlinﬂ Yourth Foundacion: at 53

Fathulale, 3] Floor, Ontawa, ON, K1Y
LS, Phone: 6133 7619200,

Enjeu et Environnement Jeunesse, 45343,
Pierre deo Coubertin, ©.F. 1004,
Succursale "M". Montreal, PO HIY
IR, F'h{‘llii‘:.f.’?ld} 252-30

Ome Just p-c:;l-c:nliul respuree are focal

Boys and Girly Clubs and the YMCA's

“and YWIC AR,

Nite-This goide is intended for the

aperatnnal wse of round taldles.  An

.educational complement wo this product

iz the "Teacher  Curticulum
Development Guide". Tt is also
irvanlukle from the Natinnal Round Talle
oo the Envinmpment and he Econnnny at

. #1 Nicholos Su, Suwite 1500, Oilawa,

Ontario. K1M 7R7. Phone; (6113
LT 1 HEy,

| oppartunities for youth groups to faise funds.

CASE EXAMPLE -- ATLANTIC CANADA
In Mewfoundland and T_:.Hbﬂl-l.l.i_:lﬂ:ﬂ _',.'n.ulh organization pressured

the provincial govemment to legislate a reeyeling program for
pop buitles, The Newloundland and Labeador Association for

Youth-Scrving Agencics was instrumental in pathering over |
GO signatures on petitions urging a ban on non-retumable pop |

hattles and G start using returnable pop-bottles instead in the
provines. The campaign called hMany TTappy Relurns, argued
that returnahle bottles meait less pellutdon, more jobs and more
The campaign
proved farly successful when the Minister of Environment and

Lands annoupnced a province-wide program to recycle
-aluminum amd blfnu hottles and many types of plastic

containers,

CASE EXAMPLE -- MID-WESTERN anmm

' In Sas};dtuun, Saskalchewan a proup of youth called

proscrye,

"Saskatchewan Students for Enmvironmental Action” with
"Silver Spring Prairie Commiuee” raised a significant amonnt
of awarcncss and funds in avempl 1o preserve a unique
runsilional zone berween mixed-prass and fesgue praine.
Omly 2% of this 1ype ol prairie remains of the orginal area it
pccupied. The groups gave many schodl presentitions, held
bwir rallies, a natare-walk, and sold  pretend land tdes of
| prairic in omler w preserve his scarce natural prairic
ecosystem, 1o their delight,
sesl awidle 33 acres of this rare transitional zone as 4 natural area

the cily povernment decided to
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