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YUKON COUNCIL ON THE ECONDORMY
AND THE ERVIRONMENT

Yukon Government Executive Coungil Office
P£.0C. Box 2703, Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 208

1992-05-25

The Honourable Tony Penikett
Premier

Government of the Yukon

Box 2703

Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 208

Dear Mr. Penikelt:

I am pleased to submit the first term report of the Yukon Council on the Economy and

the Environment, C%V&Eéﬂg the period from the creation of the Council in November
1989 to November 30, 1991

The report covers all activities and business of the Council during this pericd. 1 also
includes a brief outline of the Council's history, mandate and membership.

Sincerely,
A Ondlny st (e

Lindsay Staples
Chair



Willie Joe, Councll for Yukon Indians

Dayle MacDonald, Council for Yukon Indians {resigned May 1991)

Marilyn Van Bibber, Oouncit for Yukon Indians

Mark Wedgs, Council for Yukon Indians

Dave Loeks, Tourism Indusiry Association of the Yukon

Tadd Hardy, Whitehorse and Yukon Building and Construction Trade Counci
Ray Wells, Yukon Chamber of Commerce

Bruce Painode, Yukon Chamber of Mines

Dave Waugh, Yukon Chamber of Mines {resigned June 1880)

Skeeter Verlaine-Wright, Yukon Conservation Society {resigned March 1991)
Fon MacDonsld, Yukon Federation of Labour {resigned March 1980}
Dwayne Pauls, Yukon Federation of Labour {resigned June 1991)

Hector MacKenzie, Yukon Fish and Wildlife Managemsnt Board

Suzanne Bertrand, Yukon Status of Women {resigned June 1980)

Laurie Henderson, Yukon Status of Women

Piers McDonald (1o January 28, 1881

Maurice Byblow {(from January 28, 1881)
Minister of Renswable Resources

Art Webster

Yukon Council on the Economy and the Environment
Sscretariat - Executive Councll Office
Government of the Yukon, Box 2703

Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 206
Tel (403} 6687-5839 Fax {403) 668-4836
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The first two vears of the Yuken Councll on th {}{%éf’?? and ine
Ei‘;vémﬁmem ave bean active and challer ;g our inaugural term
wa have accomplished a great deal a5 we ?ﬁa\zé as;d‘ﬁ; o build 2

solid foundation '? the future of the Council and s unigue and
diverse mambersiin

:J

aConomy q}:"” ?5‘3»‘-; emf%mﬂﬂ"eni %n Canada. it is a tribule o both the
wka’:ﬂ“ government and the organizations thal make up the Councll
the valug of g*azxehﬁmér: representing diverse interests and
work mg Ot & Consensus basis 1o addrass malor economic and
environm issues is well recognized and understood, The Counclt
1 1o advise the Yukon government and encourage
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non-government public and orivate sectors in the adoption of
praciices and a 3@ Gaﬁh%}‘; that will further the gosa!l of susiainability in
' shing a legistative basis for the Council is 2 clear

g LR H
ingication of %33 %T;ﬁdag‘f Yukon peopie and the Yukon govemnmant

in iis first 1arm the Councll ha: ;. | responsibill
i i i:é" implementation of i’z% Yukon Economic Sirategy and
the Yukon Conservation Stra e:}; - the twin public policy pil
Yukon government -~ as ihey relate o the sustainability o
e{;{m@mg ﬁ?'* e‘avia}amgrz an Z‘i ‘f‘uk?f‘- cultural and social i
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an five hundred comi niments
hs f“@;éfﬁrp@m to ;mp&rﬂg?‘? The Councif's annual reviews have
eisr;f:é i public forums, which have considered what {}{GQ{%ESS
as been made towards im Qéemgf‘?mg the strategies, and internal
WOr %{éﬂg gmu;@ discussions, In the future the Councll will report s

isiature along with #s review of 2 Yukon

H

These tasks are onerous, but the Council has taken significant strides
fowards meeting its responsibilities. We haa sei in motion a public
process io defing and refing sus istainability in Yukon esms, We have
begun work on a .,,ys?efr of i 3{ ated accounting that will allow us 1o
assess the state of our snvironmend along with the sials 33‘ aur
aconomy, And we have 8?§dﬂ,2€3§ and hosted s&:ﬁé’e{emesg
presentations, and meestings 1o encourage public discussion of
matiers affecting the Yukon environment and economy.

Members of the Council have woriked hard (0 overcome those
differences that stand betwean them and the geal of sustainability.
They fully understand that the hard sconomic and environmenial
issues we face ioday ars inexincably linked. They also appreciate
that in the Yukon we have a rare opportunily 10 sarm from ona
another in approaching these challenges.
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he on by the Yukon government of the Yukon Councll on %‘e
Economy and the E’v*mn’rer‘* {YOEE) was announced in Novembe
1889, immaediate E} bafore the First Annual Review Conference © ﬁ“‘s
Yukon Economic Strategy. in parl, the new Councll graw f}%ﬁ f*’%%
Yukon Economic Strategy and the now-defunct Yukon Economic
Council, which had the task of oversesing s implementation. "E”i"}é

} witie Council representsd organizations that wers
influential or had a significant interest in the Yukon economy.
However, by 1889 it was clear that the implicstions of fransiating the
Yukon Economic Strategy into action requived a broader base of
reprasentation to guide its implemeniation. In addition, the Yukon
Conservation Strategy was almost complete - it was released in May
1880 -- and would soon join the Yukon Economic Strategy 10

the foundation of Yukon development inle the next seﬁa;rg. To
overses the balanced and ind ’:3" ed managems

the Yukon government oraated the Yukon Counc é on the Economy

and the Ewmsﬂmwna amph a@z;s‘zg the interdependance of the way
we make a living and the environment in which we live,
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h Jﬂer influence that plavad a role in the creation of the Yukon
Councll on the Es@aﬂmxf ai’* ¢ the Enwironment was the 1887 repornt of
the ’"\;ai onal Task Force on Environment and Econory, which

included recommendations aimed at fostering and promoting

susiain -ﬂa & development in Canada. f major recommendation was
the grea on in all Canadian jurisdictions of mullisectoral round iables
o bring together various inlerests 1o co- @gsra’z@ on

em,mﬁm@ﬁ tfeconomy integration i Canada. The Yukon government
sndorsad the report of the gaéafsa 4 Task Force and commitied iself
{0, among other things, calling regular 1o ,iz""i imﬁé me “ié?‘*ﬁS of
ingustry, gwﬂmr?erf aboriginal ufg** zations and public interest
groups in order to discuss resource policies, {g}s}uﬁgmﬁ% and
anticipated deve%apmmﬁ:s. The Yukon Council on the Economy and
the Environmeant s 3 permanent {orum for this sort of discussion in
?i’ze Yukon; i also maintains links wezh round tables in other Canadian
urisdictions, expanding is discussions 1o a national scale.

With the passage of the Yukon Environment Act in 1881, the Yukon
Councll on the Economy and the Environment received a legislated
basis for its existence and responsibilities. it was, indeed, the first

d table in Canada 10 be s0 recognized. Further legislative
recognition is anticipated in the proposed Yukon Economic
Development AcL




y and the Environm **’%iz 5 an
ar m‘s Eeaﬁiﬁ fas:évss ory ﬁf@s;ﬁ iz} he Yukon governmeni. | is composed
of s‘s;s aa@m’a's weg of L ine business, §i‘§{)§ fsiffg, fabour, envi G?‘éﬁ”eﬁii
ms The V on First Nations ars

, and the minist of Economi

ars

ﬁ%f%i@??‘é‘%&i‘é am:% Qe sewa&ﬁ Hesources are ax-officio mambers. The

alr and the vice-chair of the Council are appoinied by the Framisr
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mbers are appointed for torms of & lsast two years.
The role of the YOEE is to encourage environmenizl
sconomic development in the territory. Through
education and advice (o government, the Co
deveiopment that fn?eiz he needs of the or
compromising the ability of future generalions
nesds.
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® review malor government policies, stralegies, legisiation, and

%’{}Q?amé i?a’si affect orYs economy and srvironment;

& work with ing smg community, and public secltorg o promois
sconomic development that is stable and enwvironmerially sound;
% act as the main advisory group on the Yukon Economic Stratogy
and the Yukon Conservation Strategy;
# moniter the implementation of the two sirategies and avaluate their
success in achisving their stated goals;
e encouwrage the development of projects that demonsirais
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environmenially sound economi :
# arrangs public meelings, worksho
BCONIOMIC and environ i
& promote public awa
connaction between th
importance of sustainable ée%zeéﬁg;a,ns&%;
recommend research that will increase understanding of the
‘ukon's economy and environment and of the relationship between
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& review and recommend action on complaints filed under provisions

of the Yukon Environment Act, and
review and report o the % egisiature on a Yukon State of the

Environment Report.
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A magjor responsibility of the Co W‘f‘ is ongoing review of both the

Yukon Economic Strategy and the Yukon Conservation &s’a‘sgy; This

is ace rzp ished through Council discussions, annual a8l conferences
rgan

ized by the Council, and special projects as reguired.

ﬁ’*

1 particular, the YO
stionalizing these
¥

]

S

{ apparsnt W&siag
{éﬁ‘ef%sﬁpé“’?ﬁi‘? of an i
aken by the g&gea nen
wafﬁﬁg group of Councit members w
implementation of 2?@% strategies, *ﬁf?z’
more than 500 recommendations,

The fall conferences are the most Impor

raviewing and u%} jating the wo affa i

governmant. v allow delegates

expertise 10 join ‘iﬁe Yukon Counc :
Environment in detallsd discussions *;*‘ cuUsing on 8 f"gﬁ;%z@r aspect
of the 1888,

he stralegies. The first fall 8?3%&‘% cor ?—8?8{‘55‘3 was hald in
imediately before the creation of the YOEE. Since then, ¢
?z taker: over Tull responsibility for the conferences, including the
preparation of éeiagz& bﬁ{;’ kground and discussio
; ! the publication of wrap-u

Following are the confarences or

=

2 Second Annual Review Conference, September 7.8, 1880,
W%aéz»ehﬁrse‘

2 theme of the 1880 conference, the ssrs? &?g&, ized by the YCEE,
was "Sustainable Development: Yuk we of Implemeanigtion;
What We intend To Dol Abowt 130 gaﬁéségﬁamssf represerting a Qi‘ﬁaii
Cé‘\}SS*SQC‘Nﬁﬁ of Yukon people, attended the conferenc i !
record of thelr defiberations was published i November 1950

o
:—'3_
&

. 4’”‘)
m
&
=

& Third Annual Heview Conference, November 18-17, 1891,
Whitehorse,
The theme of the 1881 conference was susiainable energy. A report
entitled *Energy for Tomorrow” was prepared as a basis for
discussion at the conference. Delegsates sxamined the historical and
current Yukon energy system, the difficuliies of predicting future
energy needs, possible sources of energy, and the impact of energy
on the sconomy, environment, and social fabric of the territory. ;;
report on conference discussions will be published in the spring of
1982,
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development” means 1o them and the org ‘gﬁézéﬁf@ﬁﬁ or indusiries thay
represented. They were then chalienged to identify steps they would
take to 3{:&&;»@ sissiainable éege&;}fen? & discussior f
erence was §s sf}"*;éié z;g:; %&f Sé’“imz"%g.

The Councit i:s operated with the Yukon Department of Education in
o :i}-? distribution throug
ganizations, communiti
smfﬁ g self on a rang

2%

f

33
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developing an Ervironmental Eémg}: it Car
Yukon school students 10 busin o
and familiss thro ug%szz '{%‘ae terril
activities related o 1

the organization or
ﬁs own sg’a{féé 35 gre, |
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F ¥hng
ne e

gii}fétﬁ Léew§§§ wd 0 in
am&fu’t”@ﬂmﬁs msuas, bott
at large, and 10 encoway
addiion, g will provide a ¥
of the “grades” are tabulal

y and in the communily
zenshin, In
g}fw‘ card when all

in co-operation with the Deparment of

Council commissioned a framework disc S?}ﬁ pap
environment reporting for the Yukon, z?zs paper g;’?’zéfgééﬁ “?GW%&’ES 4
Yukon State of the Environment Reporting Framework,” outlined
environmental factors that could %3@ monitorad and determined how
the data could most effectively be collected and used by both
government and non- gasfemmem aggm s, This is the first step in
developing & useful state of environment reporting system for the
Yukon.

Each year, the Yukon government issues iis "siate of the economy’
reports in the form of the Yukon Territorial Accounts, These accounts
summarize the financial status and development of the Yukon
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& September 5, 1850 Panel discussion involving members of the
Nationa! Round Table on the Ernvironment and the Economy,
Whiishorse,

& September 6, 1880
Mational Hound "? ble
the Environment, Haines

fic meetings associated with in»ﬂ Second

nference, held in Whitehorse, ees";;sfm John Wright
#H W sen ¢ :§ the British Columbia %“ig‘si

on of Fesowrces infegrations

Ai W ﬁ%? Foview ifi'}

z ;ﬂ;} pﬁiu\ ?%eifi g H
Nations Congress, and Derek Siey
""”Stc:ms Lid

(%]
g
m

® May 8, 1891; Pane! discussion of the Sparrow Decision and how &
affects renewable resource harvest Yukon people. Ths
discussion, ied by lawyers lan Binnie and Andrew Thompson, was
held in Whitehorse,

& May 16, 1881; The i;‘sf%m}sm of Business in Canada, a discussion
of business and the environment with Kathy Sanderson, president of
the Canadian Federation of %ﬁdeg}&z wlent Busingss, and Donna

3 3

Passmore of Friends of the Eanth, Canada. Hald in Whitshorss,

& May 23, 1891: Panel discussion on how mining in the Yukon can
remain competitive in the 1990s, fe a&s;ﬁrg Tony Andrews of the

rospeciors and Developers ‘XSQGP on of Canada, Halph Sultan of
ur;‘ag?'s Qée&mg&;, and Al Doherty of 535 wum Seological Consuliants,
igid in ¥ horsse.

“ﬁ vf")"ﬂ‘%“

e
e
©
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@ MNavember 16-1 : Public meeting associzied with the Third
Annual Feview Con % rence, held in Whitehorss, egam:efz Mark
Jaccard speaking on the lopic *Energy for Tomorrow.

Besides the paneis and lsctures open 1o the public, the Council also
organized or heiped organize several functions designed 1o address
specific concerns of particular gr @s.g s within the population. Among
these were two workshops on the indian economy and a youlh
conference.

The indian economy workshops were organized by the YCOEE as a
first inftiative in examining the concerns of Yukon First Nations as
they relate 1o involvement in the global economy and the
environment. The goals of the workshops werg to carry out 8 public
raview and exploration of the Indian economic system and is
finkages with the cash-based

10



sconomy, and 1o increase the general level of undersianding of the
Indian economy and the role it plays in the development of
sustainable economies. The workshops were a first altempt o
sstablish a linkage between the indian economy and the government
commitments through the Yukon Economic Strategy and the Yukon
Conservation Sirategy. Participants were staff members and eiders
from each of the Yukon First Nations.

The dates, iocations, and themeas of the workshops wera:

® August 27-28, 1991 indian Bush Economy Workshop, Alrport Lake
near Carmacks.

The workshop addressed the traditional lifesiyle within the context of
the global state of the enwironment. it also examined the role that
Yukon First Nations can effectively play in the development of a
sustainable sconomy and in working with the Yukon Council on the
Economy and the Environment

& November 4-8, 1991 Current Siate of the Indian Economy
Workshop, Lake Laberge.

This workshop examined the current Indian economy, including
subsistence, welfare state, and the wage or market economy. The
workshop also addressed the interrelationship of the indian and the
{arger economies and how they relals 10 the development of 2
sustainable economy. '

The success of the two workshops on the Indian Economy and the
information they produced have already had some impact st the
national level, The Yukon's delegates 1o the joint meeting of federal,
provincial, and terdiorial Round Tables in Vancouver in November
1981 led a well-gttended and well-received workshop on First Nations
Land Claims and Sustainable Development, based in part on the two
Yukon workshops.

The youth conference, Voices of Northern Youth, was & co-opsrative
effort sponscred by the Yukon Coungil on the Economy and the
Erwironment, along with the Yukon government's Women's
Directorate, Family Life Program, and AlDS program. Significant
financial support came from the Yukon's Community Development
Fund, Alcohol and Drug Sewvices, the Department of Education, the
Spirit of Native Youth, the Yukon Conservation ng,:ie’%:y; and
Environment Canada. The conference iself was organized by a
steering committee of voung people, assisted by a youth co-
ordinator and an adult co-ordinator. The goal was 1o put the young
peopie themselves in charge of thelr own conference.

¢ Qctober 2-5, 1991 Voices of Northern Youth Conference, Lake
Laberge.

Sixty-eight young people, ranging in age from 13 1o 24 and coming
from aill parts of the Yukon, spent three days leaming about and
discussing environmental and social issues of particular concemn io
themn, assisted by speakers and resource peopie from the Yukon and

i1




other parts of Canada. At the same time, the conference participants
broke down many of the barriers betwsen groups, communities, and
races. In evaluating the conference, the young pecple involved were
unanimous in considering it a success and in urging that another
such conference be held.

The creation of the Yukon Council on the Economy and the
Environment was announcad in November 1888, The Council, which
did not vet have a full complement of members, met brisfly on
November 3, 1885, immediately before the First Annual Review
Confgrence on the Yukon Economic Strategy. The Council began a
formal schedule of meetings in 1980, According to is Terms of
Reference, the Councll is required 1o mest at least quarterly.
Members agreed that they would mest at least twice a vear in
communities ouiside Whitehorse. The Councll has adopled the
practice of hosting public meetings in communities outside
Whitehorse when it convenss in them. The purpose of thess
meetings is o inform individuals and organizations of the Council’s
activities and 1o assist the communily In working towards
sustainability.

From November 1585 1o November 1991, the Yukon Councll on the
Economy and the Environment met at the foliowing times and places:

@ November 3, 1989, Whitehorse {organizational mesting, commitise
incomplete)

@ Fabruary 10-11, 1880, Marsh Lake
& April 18, 1880, Whitghorse

@ May 25-26, 1890, Dawson City

& September 6-7, 1880, Whitehorse
& November 22-24, 1980, Tesiin

& February 7-8, 1891, Whitehorse

@ March 14, 1891, Whitehorse {special meeting to review
Environment Act)



e April 10, 1891, Whitehorse (special meeting 1o review Environment
Act

e April 15, 1851, Whitehorse (special mesting to review Environment
Act)

& June 7-8, 1991, Haines Junction
& September 12-14, 1891, Carmacks/Mayo

% October 28, 1891, Whitshorse

@ MNovember 15, 1991, Whitshorse

Besides attending Council mestings and Council-sponsored events,
Courncil members sometimes represent the Yukon Councll on the
Economy and the Environment at meetings and svents organized by
other agencies. Following is & partial list of such occasions between
November 1989 and November 1891

& March 1990 Giobse '90 conference and trade show, Vanoouvar,

@ April 1980 Joint mesting of federal, provincial, and territorial Round
Tables, Winnipeg.

@ September 1990 Opening of Boreal Altermate Energy Centre’s
solar monitoring installation, Whitshorss.

e September 1890; Yukon Development Corporation information
session on ulility issues, Whitehorsa,

@ November 1990: Official opening of the Teslin Tiingit Council's
Traditional Longhouse, Teslin,

& May 1991: Three young people were sent o represent the Yukon
at the YOUTHQUAKE conference in Yancouver,

e November 1991: Joint mesting of federal, provincial, and teritorial
Round Tables, Vancouver.
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YUKON COUNCIL ON THE ECONOMY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Financial Stalement
for Period October, 1989 to November 30, 1891
(2 years)

Honouraria
Mesting Expenses
Administrative Costs

Special Proiects

Suppiemental Accounts
Public Education

1990 Conference
Ervironment Act

State of the Envirenment Feporting
Computer Modslling
Youthquake Conference
Youth Conference

1981 Conference

Energy Discussion Papsr
indian Economy Workshops

Total supendituras for the 2-year period

preparation of report,

$136,885.00
45,761.36

$188,375.37

$25,600.007
12,608.84
10,400.00
5,000.00™
10,728.62
13,753.547
120518
9,220.48
22,294.21
23,233.007
39379527

$172922.37

M

$361,20754

Funded by Economic Devalopment Agresment in full or in part.
i Departrnent of Renewable Resources diractly assumed costs of public mestings and
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