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During the 1992 field season I spent a good part of the summer looking 

in the Whitehorse area for competent, polishable stone to be used in the 

construction trades. Also well layered sandstone and shale used for 

building and landscaping. 

Over a period of several months we visited sixteen different sites on the 

Whitehorse map sheet. Site #4, #2 and #7 all look good with #4 being the 

best suited to our needs. 

On site #4 there appears to be two solid outcrops, the one to the east 

side is a very even grained pinkish brown granodiorite with good spacing 

between the fractures. To the west about 200 metres lies a moss covered 

slope under which lies a grey granodiorite with finger print size white 

orthoclase. Due to the fact that it is mostly covered with vegetation we 

could only measure fractures where some trees had blown down and had 

exposed bedrock. There are three fractures showing with 6 feet between one 

and 4.5 feet to the next one and running down to the north south lying 

fracture which is 11 feet at one side and 15 feet on the other. Both 

outcrops look very good for our needs with relatively good access and not 

to far from town. We have a land use permit on this site. 

Site #2 on the McLean Lake Road in McLean Lake quarry area is a 200 

metre long outcrop of solid, grey granodiorite with varied sizes of 

inclusions and also some banding of lime green stripes which run through 

healed fractures. This rock saws well and holds together during polishing 

and has a good shine when polished. This site is available through Y.T.G. 

lands as a quarry in the McLean quarry area. 
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Site #7 (Km3 Fish Lake Road East side) is a large out crop of greyish 

granodiorite with some green spots in it. There are several places along 

the showing that are accessible with good places to start drilling to 

remove stone. Towards the south end on the west side of the road lies some 

banding of thulite (zorsite) with some other green minerals surrounding it. 

It saws well, but sample was to fracturable to polish but if removed in 

large pieces would be very attractive. Most of this property lies on Bill 

Wallis's claims and he is willing to make some type of arrangement for 

removal of stone from this site. 

Site #14 also looks promising along side of the Alaska Highway near 37 

mile road. Running west to Stony Creek lies a large granite hill with lots 

of outcrops of white coloured granite with biotite and hornblende crystals 

in it. It looks like a great place for a quarry but probably to close to 

the side of the highway to get permits on. 

Site #10 is a type of black shale outcropping in a road cut on the 

side of the Tagish Road. It is a very attractive looking hard stone that 

is black with thin rusty red lines running through it. This type of stone 

could be used in landscaping and as exterior building stone. Due to ground 

cover it is hard to tell the amount at this site. This site is covered by 

land claims by the Carcross Indian Band. 

In August we applied for a land use permit on site #4. During that 

month we removed two samples to test with the loader and truck. Both 

stones proved to be solid and clean (no fractures or inclusions) and they 

take a good polish. We have now applied for a quarry lease on this site. 

I think that the pinkish coloured granite has a very good potential to be 

exported out of the country but much more work needs to be done on this 

site to determine its true size and value as a marketable stone. 








