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Historic and existing sector description
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It is thought that Yukon agriculture had its beginnings in
1873 when the gold seekers arrived. During the gold rush of 1836
- 1899, several thousand acres of land was sown to vegetable and
rages veguired to supply a population in excess of 30,000. As
& gold rush subsided, the population declined and

orrespondingly so did acreage under production.

Formal research was established in Yukon at two intexrvals.
The Dominion Department of Agriculture established an
experimental substation at Svede Creek in 1917. it was finally
closed in 1925. In 1944, an experimental station was opened at
mile 1019 of the Alaska Highway. This station was closed in
1968. kResearch at both stations c¢learly resulted in ths
following conclusion: that a variety of crops could be grown

uccessfully in Yukon with vields and guality of produce

W

comparing favorably with those obtained in the agricultursl areas

of southern Canada.

Currently there are approxzimately 30 full time and 75 part
time farmers in Yukon. Estimates of crop acreage and livestocgk

numbers are included in Table 1.

e

An estimated 37,752 acres are being used under grazing leases.
In 1986, approximately 4500 acres of land have been improved for
other agricultural purposes. ‘ﬁeariy 380 land applications
invelving 79,000 acres have been applied for but acguisition of
new land for agricultural purposes have been severly limited

since 1975.
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TABLE 1
Estimate of crops and livestock in Yukon {1985}

Crop Acreage
cat {greenfeed} 300
wheat 20
barley {(grain} 145
forage {brome) 3000
vegetable 14
potato 32
Total 4111
Livestock Number of head
horse 2500
cattle 500
hog 500
dairy 40
han 4000
turkevy 500
2500

fryer




ignificance to Yukon economy
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The economic valus of agricultural production was estimated

to be 1.3 million in 1985. The report entitled "Assessment of
import substitution opportunities, 1986" estimated that Yukon
imported $45 million of food in 1985. A significant portion of
this could be Yukon growth. Food imports represent the second
largest drain on the economy.
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3.0 Factors Affecting Growth in the Agricultural Secto

In the workshop, the agricultural sector was divided into three

segments:

3 Production - producers
Iy Marketing -~ wholesalers and retailers
I1y Utilization - consumers, restaurants, bakeries &

butcher shops

Each segment of the sector included discussion on four topics.

They were:

i} factors constraining growth
ii} priority of each factor
i1i) opportunities to reduce constraints
ivy identification of agency which should facilitate
opportunities to overcome constraints
I} FPROTAICTION
For production, factors were identifisd as either Priocrity

i i 4 . s Co e o
#1 - criticelly important, or Pricrity #
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£ Frierity #1 -~ critically important factors

i. lack of 2 lavrge animal veterinarian
A large animal veterinarian is desperately needed
Currently, there is no vet avalilable for livestock
or wildlife.
The Government is currently advertising for a vet
to gEervice the agricultural sector. An
ailternative option is to explore the reguirements
to enable a European trained vet, presently living
in Whitehorse, to sel up business in Yukon.
This issues was Iidentified as s Jeint private
sector-government sector initiative.

Z iack of available agricultural land

There is a lack of agricultural land available for
oroduction. The solution is making more land

available.
This should be a government initiative.

The government should not be applying the same
reguirements for obtaining land for all forms of
agriculture. The reguirements should reflect

intended uses. For example, it makes little sense

for a game farm operator to clear his land.



lack of available capital

It is difficult for Yukon producers to access

capital for several reascons. These include:

i} bankers  have limited  knowledge on the
potential of Yukon agriculture.

ii} there is a tendency for bankers to apply
British Columbia loan criteria to Yukon.
Yukoners have a much better track record than
B.C. with regards *to repayment of locans.
Banks should qgualify loans on the basis of
Yukon statistics.

iii} redesign the EDA program to better reflect
the needs of the whole industry as cpposed to
just a small section. One =suggestion was %o
shift 1t from a grant program tc & loan
Drogram.

iv}) establish 2 Farm Credit Corporation office,
either part-time or full-time, in Whitehorse.

v} provide Dbetter farm financial managesment
services to the farmer

vi} change the federal income tzx system to

ke
Yok s
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agricultural sector, namely the market garden

component.

To address this constraint, most felt the
governmant and private sector would have to
co-operate. A suggestion made was that it should
be privately owned but receive government

financial assistance.

lack of profit

It is hoped that overcoming the various
constraints to agriculture would enhance the

profitability of this sector.

high cost of transportation within Yukon

The constraints of <transportation reflect a

E

producer s location in the Tervitory. With
Whitehorse being the majoy market, the closer a
producer to Whitehorse, the lower the

transportation costs. A general concern 1is the
i
A SRR P

limited ewpertise in Yukon for handling produce.

lack of co-operation from Government agencies

a “one window" appreach for dealing with the

consumar.

o

The one window c¢oncept was i1dentified as
o

CGovernment handled constraint The legisistion
concept WES =31 a Joint

government-private
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There is a desperate need for a meat insp
1

legislation and inspection services especis

game ranchers. For example, thers 1s a large
potential export market for elk which cannot be
accesged due to this constraint.

nt government-private

lack of legislation for wildlife farming

Legisliation is reguired to facilitate the
-

development of wildlife {(more than game)} farming.
The legislation should reflect Yukon's need and
esgentially classify wildlife farming as a form of

domestic farming.

task was identified as a GCovernment secior
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The local market size is a given.. In
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local producers to increase th o
market <they must overcome constraints listed 1
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lack of processing of meat product:

1




i5.

av]
b
i8]
o
W

This is due to lack of meat inspection regulations

and services.

lack of a cheap source of protein for animals

There is a need for a cheap source of protein to

sustain a potential meat industry.

b Priorvity #2 - important factors

fod

availability of technology and technology transfer

The Yukon has marginal sgriculiural capability
with the sxcepticns of some Ccrops. This fact
underlines the need to stay informed of

advancement in  technology and fto undertake

raegearch into northern agriculture.

The north must be innovative and take advanitage o

advancements in technology if it is to move ahsad

Several suggestions were

flow of infermation to producers;

i} better extension
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v} extend Agricultures Canada’s mandate into
Yukon
vi} make P.F.R.A. services available to Yukon
n Al in ths
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Most of these suggestions were identified as
In = c

Government initistive

freer trade with Alasks

A petential export markset is Alasks. "Freer
ccess  this market.

Trade” may allow us to s&ac
Current trades res ot
sf food wholesalers *to sell

market.

insurance

b - 2, T 5 Ly e
Only the Co-opervators Insurance g, provi
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Crop insurance would minimize risk of production.

ot

Crop insurance should be explored by

B

Government sechor.

II. HARKETING

In general, wholesalers and retailers stated that a merchant
reguires four factors to stay in business; guality, guantity,

ce and demand.

:Tj

al Priority #1 - critically important factors

1. continuity of supply and deliverv on deadlines

This is the number one constraint facing marketers

of Yukon produce. It takes 12 days for a grocey

te receive delivery after placing an order io
California. If a local grower agrees to deliver
a preduct and then does not, the store loszses favor
with customers as there 1ig a lag till southsrn
product can be availlable.

Summer 1is most critical. Large volumes coi produce
are handled and demand very difficult to predict.

For examplie, three tour buses can roll through
Whitehorse on a Saturday morning and buy out Super

Value produce.

Co-operative marketing strategy was identified as
a method to overcome this constraint. Growers,
marketers and Government could form 2 commititee to

keep lines of communication open between growers

and marketers.
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lack of storage facilities

Co : Y
select produce. Potatoes, carrots, turnip,
cabbage could be involved.

The suggestion that the siructure should be built
by the private sector recelved some supporl.

' = -
ew that Covernment nmonsy

Others supported the =

would be reguired 1f it was to be built.

With greenhouses, there 1is potential for vyear
round supply of select produce. An exampls is
northern Albsrta where high density hvdroponic
greenhouses are doing well.

The Yukon producer has onlyv one outlet for his
produce . . . Yukon. If he misiudges and over
supplies, then he is in trouble. The problem will
magnify as producers Dbegin to supply a larger

share of the marketbt.

lack of grading

There appears to be a need for Yukon grading
standards or at least clarification of grading
reguirements for the produc and buver. This
refers to both animal and plant products.

Crading was viewed as a Government responsibility
with industry input in estsblishing the grades.
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guantity of supply
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Quantity i
supply. To have continuity of supply reguires a

certain veolume ©
Priority #2 - important factors

While the following factors ars c¢ritically important to
Yukon marketers, it was felt that they posed less cf a
constraint, presently, than the previocusly mentioned

Priovrity 1 items.

1. guality of supply

S¢ far, the guality o¢f Yukon produce has been
u

good. Tt was genserally sagreed that 1f Yukon
produce 1z identified as "Yukon grown” it wilil
sell. It was agreed that promotion of "Yukon
Grown” should & joint private-Government

initiative,

2. price of produce
Price was currently not a majior constraint fox
marketing Yukon produce. Price is  somewhat
flenible given good guality.

3. transportation
Not &  major constraint for the marksting

4]

representative
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I1I. UTILIZATION

3
s
ot
O
b
M
¥
Y
ot
o}
e
4]
E)
[}
Y
i
3,‘,1
b
[tH
b
ot
fode
¥
ot
&
joR
b}
)
¢
o
rf
g
(0
o1
e
[
o
0
1
bk
ot
4
Yod

(@3]

It was felt that the private sector be involved
with dncreasing levels of produs
Better promotion of TYukon Grown” was @ als
recommended. It was suggested that

a joint private-Government initiative.

lack of continuitv of supply
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One suggestion was that a co-operative marketing

continuity of supply.
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board may help main

lack of marketing information bv producers

¢

A number of factors were outlined under this
general heading.
il Farmer s markets have enjoved only limited
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poor weather, lack of a rocfed faci

There was a suggestlion that there 1is a role
for Government t ssist in the establishment

of &8 Farmer s market.

ii) Much more needs to be done to educate the
ducer on marketing his product. Producs
appearance, packaging and market o
&

factors discussed.
Seminars invelving Government and private
sectors was recommendsed to overcoms this

constraint.

lack of marketing information by rvetailers

A better informed rvetailer would help sell Yukon
produce. Increased attention to display and car

for fresh produce were major factors identified.

This was identified as a private sector

initiastive,.
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