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T ataral TESOUICEs are the
Yukon's most obvious
treasure. In fact, a relative
i‘&%éfﬁf of g@@g};é is “f‘aé?é'?&ﬁ
through one of the world’s last great
wilderness areas. Yukon has a
wealth of mountains, forests, lakes,
rivers, wildlife and minerals,
Dieveloping that wealth is the key to
a stable and prosperous future for
the Yukon.

But there are difficult barriers o
i‘%é‘%ﬁ”f"ﬁ?ﬁﬁ before the promise of the
territory’s natur ?’gi wealth can be
fulfilled. M fany of the Yukon’s most
valuable resources are currently

inaccessible or, at least, very
difficult to reach. Markets an
remote and fransportation

expensive. The infrastructure that is
necessary for development —
financial institutions, support
industries, ss}mﬁuma&écsﬁs and
mswﬁazzgh facilities —is in its
inf;

Eeﬁiﬁg the difficulties of
sxpémgig their resources, Yukoners
face some hard decisions about
what they want from development
and at what cost. Is a mountain
valley better used for mining,
fourism or i;z"a??mg Is there a way
to use it for all three purposes? Or
should it be left untouched, partof
the world’s diminishing wilderness?
On what basis will these decisions
be made? Debating such issuesisa
necessary preliminary to
Ié}?’ﬁ?‘ﬁé?ﬁ* £ a policy on the
development of natural TESOUICES.

Thig paper ; ig a starting point for

that debate. It doesn’t of fﬁ? final
answers, It raises issues, opens
questions and sets out some of the
factors Yukoners will have to deal
with as they plan their future and
that of the territory.
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standard of living on a par with the rest of want o keep the following objectives in mind:

Canada, they nast keep the fol 3@%&

GS;&;: %sg in zz”s E‘?. when managing th s i
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territory’s natural resources: subsi ;,ﬁszz hgz

s a vital part of the

1. Develop the full range of natural culture and x,fi.;ﬁ& ny of Yukon Indians, both
resources, both renewable and non-renewable. %A § m'{ﬁ@ﬁ; and through necessity. Other
_ Prosperity ﬁ@?&séé on increasing the ° also atiracted by the possibility of
anport Yukoners and ing with little m more than what they
on @?ﬁfg&iiﬁﬁg g; id the boom- ¢, catch and grow themselves.
and-bust cycle. Give srall ian and non- mei,ﬁ want to

population and geog ¢ situation, the surest retain tnat opton.
road to é@%@gh:iggi 7 went of ¢

varig i3 on different
resou ?{lﬁ

of the Yukon's natural
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ic development can and
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of the Yukon includes
nd historical features
ve ﬁ;;é}fe:é an ir rmportant
itory’s peoples.

atures should be retained.

2. Increase the economic return o the
‘fu&z on from its resources,
T example, forther processing in the
g F , less i.sf;zg e ang gf?agﬁfé oal
w&ué keep more of the benefits of resource
development in the Y gs:z&
However, if {:;g:ﬁ@@@ﬁ?‘% 5101
term bmprovement in the territory’s economy,

Yukoners must consider the following BXBmIPIES O
obicctives: And finally mportant to profect the
’ diversity ¢ euzz vity of the Yukon’s
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3. Develop renewable resources at a rate
that wor’t @g?g ic them 10 cha : &E and economic conditions.

_ For example, if trapping is to providea T 1;&3@5 is t E yﬁfi‘ éﬁ:%?zeﬁs
living for generations to come, not just forthis | OVt nc land. And with control
generation, it’s vital to protect the habitat that come 5"‘* Both elements figure in
allows the arimals to live and reproduce. If the fo eetives:
forests are 0 be the foundation of a continuing "
industry, they ca e harvested faster than SAAR LS
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contradictory it of life
for e:xa:zzg:i e, 2 Eﬁg% standard of living plus the

ma;zﬂmg r’z;
with the confradictions. Hence the fingl

objective:
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9. Establish procedures for managing

natural resources w?gi ch 55, commodate the
needs and valoes of Yukoners,

Such gr&@éﬁﬁg ssgqu have to accommaodate
the often contradictory needs and values of the
diverse elements of the Yukon community.
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3. Identify compatible uses.

Looking for &:ﬁ;ﬁ{zﬁ* lities before conflicts

means fewer areas will be restricted to a single

use. But some uses are b@*?paﬁz}ig with others
only if they are managed *zfﬁ'}f carefully. It’s
th& riant to set out clearly the management
f’@ﬁ&m? ; that will allow such uses to be
compatible with others.

e needs of all sectors. .

conservation and development
g land and water uses is a more

itive approach than simply *@gé’?ﬁ:ﬁg

development. It also has a betier chance ﬁf
gzﬁsa&g:; %sz‘%“? developrnent of one sector is n
achieved at the expense of other sectors.

3. Accommodate incompatible nses by
allocation and scheduling,

Some 05€S 0 of resources will remain
ncompatible wi % each other: for example, you
sing subdivision on fm@&

Can g 4
Allocation gives priority 1o a particular use in a
particular place. Scheduli ing gives priority ©0 2

3
¥ == LR 3 &3 -: o
particula use ata particular tme.

| directions n't always be &iS}’
é1o decide which ’}is.“"g use deserves
% in 2‘3 :,zigéx ”%ga e or & § 3@.&@

ven with careful ?;& nin ng, and using

%“"f’i':ﬁ on ;5:: ;?,?S‘;@z?‘; §§§§é€i@g
il ahea irne. The followir ng | general
principles are §i§ggﬁ€m§§ of how Yukoners

i proac roblem of deciding which
uses will take ?;‘s"tj”fﬁé%ﬁﬁi ata {:E;g;s uted site.

These suggestions are provided for discussion.

s that w sites before
uses that can choose g@@ *ﬁ%%‘i}? sites.




4, Renewable resources before non-
renewable resources.

5. Uses with strong cultural values before
uses with weak cultural values.

6. Existing uses before new uses.
7. Community needs before Yukon needs

before Canadian needs before international
needs.

8. Resources of world significance before
resources of Canadian significance before
resources of Yukon sigruficance.
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advantageously. Rather, they are a basis for
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Conclusion

learly the objectives and directions set out

in this paper are not a final solution to the
-~ problem of developing the Yukon’s

atural resources effectively and

iscussion, a discussion among Yukoners that

will set the development path for years to come.
And the time for that discussion is now while
there is leisure for it, before would-be users of
the resources are waiting in line for quick

ecisions.
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