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7 : The following is a brief swanary of wiat has been learned
Tecerding forest conditions in the Yukon Territory, as a result of
a {nggﬁ&raqggqgggaaace survey undertaken |during the summer ol 1043
along the Alaskan Highway and also alony the river route between

wrs

apitelorse and Dawson.

i . The Territory as a whole, altiaguah forested in prrcater
Qr lesa desree over practically its whols gree, is not rich in
tipber values. Tae eifect of latitude is | such as to limit tree
8rowth to comparatively low elevations and, siace most of the Yukon
is puntalnoys or platcau-like, thers are large aregs of tundra
8bove timber line as well as other large areas supporting a rroews
59 stunted that it has no value whatever except as cover for fur
and game aniasgls. llerchantable stands, except in the extreme south,
are Tor the most part confined to the river and strecam valleys
wiere the comdipation of good soils, sheltered coaditions and low
elevation make possible’the development of the stand to a size
sultable for saw timber or other commercial use.

Sugh gregs are not widespread, in spite of the fact that
tinber gonditiong along the immediate vicinity of the Highway might
lesud one to tiat couclusion. It must be pointed out in tais con-
ngetion that the Highway is not only locaﬁed in the most southerly
part of the Territory over the greater part of its lengti, but also
rollows tae low elevation and casy terrain of the river znd siresan
valleys. - As a conseguence, it traverses the very locations wicre
the best of the Torest may be expected to| be found. FEspecially is
this true or that section of the road east of Whitehorse, Lhrouza
the Liard watgrshed .and the lake country.

Between latitude 80 degrees (the southern bouniary) uud
latitude 61 dearees therec is a strip of country extendins rroa Lhe
St. Elias Lountains in the west to the sastern boundaxry of tne
Territory in the east, which may be cousidersd to be Tairly aeavily
and satisfaciorily timbered.  Within tals area occurs thz lar-er
portion of the timber reserves of the Yukon Territory and i'roa it
mugt come tine bulic of tad forest products wialch .may be reqguirsd in
conaegtion with development projects uadertaken in the less [avoure
nortiern parts of tae Territory. It aloge, of tae whole area, can
furnish gn exportgble surplys of products for use elsswhere.

N North of latitude 61 degreses msrchantabls sitands ars for
" the mpat part confined to the immediate valleys of the lar_ er river
sych as tihe Lewes, Yukon, Pelly and the Stewart. Such timper as
Qccurs within this area is barely suffiogent to supply local nesed
undgr present conditions, and would be quckly depleted zre the
Sresent demand increased to aay appreciable extent. It is doudiiul
1f mpeh merchantable tinmber occurs north of latitude 64 dziress
because oI the generally nigh elevations | which obtgin, but stonds
suitable for fyglwoed aigat be fouand on good sites at low elevation
Qn the river bottoms. Tals area wgs not examined during the sumaer
The Liard “Watershed : |

|
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6J As might be expected, due to its zenerally low slevatiocz
i

and soutierly locgtion, ths Liard watershed contains by far the
best timber to be round in the Yukon. Speaking zenerally, this rar
of the Territory is as heavily forested as any part of iAlberta or
Britisih Columbla east of the mouatains and the crowth rave is
@audlly a8 =0od. The best stands are, of course, ©o be rfound ia
the 1iyediyte valleys of the lgrger rivers but merchantable stands
areg by no ipang couiised to such locations. ‘ae uplands wlso
support tilmser of very good gualiiy up to an elevatvion of, rouzuly,
3000 feet aZcve scu level and much oy bthe country, in tue sgutiiera
portioa of the watershed at lesgt, lies well below the 3500 ioot
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’ contqur. ~our Know;g&ﬂe of tne upper, or qOrthern end, of the
watershad is ruther eugre but it is probgble that it 1s rather
uQre lignnlj timphered. Some of it must be above timber line wi ich,
intiais latitude, is around 5000 feet ablOve sea level. Ilowever,
one wquld expect good stands of spruce to extend up the larger

rivers well to their source apnd this seamq to ba confirmed by
inigrvatiop obtained logally. - |

Alonz the river flats and benohos of *he Li&rd end its
larper tribgtax&es occur some qulte remarkable spruge and cotion-
viaad stands. A stand of spruce was measurgd on the Liard River
Just wegst of Vigtson Lake viiich viag found to be between 125 and 135
years old. It ran better than 30,000 board feet per acre, with the
majority of the trees vetween 110 and 120 feet in heignt and bo-
tween 138 and 28 inches. in diameter at breast helght. Such stands
of spruce oceyr quite frequently along the larber rivers and, wihile
most of them would cover no more than a few hundred dores of river
botton land, the sum of then all nust oonst;tute quite a consider-
abhle apd valuable ressrve of saw timber. ‘

The higher land away from the nivers is fairly well
~d:a;ned for the most part and sypports a good, rapidly-growing and
heglthy forest. Forest fires have not begen extensive nor frequent
in this areg for more thap 70 years. Thg last wide-spread fire
occurred between 1870 and 1873 and the area covered by it is now
covered with a thrifty 75 year old stand which on the better sites
is already apprpaching merchantable size, There ars also remnants
of an older stand, about 125 to 130 Jearg, which 1s of merchantable
size on good sites. Some stands of spruce were measured, on upland
near the Rancneria River, woich went bet[er than 15,0Q0 ooafd Test

per acre with dominantb up o 84 feet in height and diameters up
to 17 inches at breast height. lost of the upland area, nowever,
supports the 75 year old,polc-sized stand. As its rate of growth
is genperally fairly good,:-it may be expected that a large proportic
of this stand will reach saw timber size in from 40 to 50 years.

. . : &>

To sum up, it may be saild that| the Liard watershed con-
tains sul Iicient'reoervbs of timber to furnish an exportable sur-
Plus to northern areas in the event that transportatlon fecllities
are improved to. the point where this becomes fegsible. Turther,
the genperal growth rate throughout the area is such that, taken
into consideration with its present rat%qr considerable reberves,

it will pot easily be depleted as the sult of cuutin

\ Tals area is well worth the expense of a stock-taking
suryey and, the insuguration c¢f a fire pfotao»lon orzanization.

Taslin lake Bud wibuulin River Wauazwned

Fron ngervations made from the road and information
gatpered from other sources, it appearsithat there are fairly larsg
stoogs of reronantable spruce timper in the vicinity of Teslin Lak
apd along the ilisutlin and Teslin River valleys. These extend wel
up the Fisutlin toward 1ts source and down the Teslin to where it
is joined by the Boswell River. ear Tgslin Lake the merchantable
Torest 1s found not only close t» the lake itself but also on the:
uplands to elevations of 3500 feet or more above sea level and thl

is true generally of the strip of country between latitudes 60 "and
61 degrees.

\ Althoush the bottoml&nd stands of spruce in the Teslin
Lake area and aloab the lisutlin River cannot approach in qualiity
sipilarly located stands in the Liard watershed, they are, never-
tiugless, of vsry good guality. Yields up to 15,000 feet per acre
Qn river botutom lg d are not unusual. [One stand which was neasurc
near the wouta of the lidsutlin Idver ran 16,000 board feot per ac:
with Jomingnt trews reaciiing a helgat of 90 reet and a dimasier ol
20 ipchoes at breagt height. Upland timber is of course ot so o
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byt evop on these sites many stands rup u;
par gere with domlnants ranging vetween 71
and up to 14 inches in diameter at breast

> to 10,000 boerd Test
D and 30 feet in heigat
helght.

. Because its climate is drier, t
‘fire than the Liard watershed. Tie fire
more territory within this watershed than
in addition a fire in 19217 took a heavy t
the forssted land below an clevation of 3
~include all stands of merchantable qualit
@ppTroximutely 25% bears timber 25 years o
years old and 155 bears tilmber of older a
imnportant of walgh would be the 125 to 13
of the latter class is of saw timber qual

11s has suffered nors from
of 1370-73 buraed even

i1t did an the Liard and
0ll of timper stocks, Of
00 feet, wiich would
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Ze claszes, the most
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. - Lodgepele pine in pure, or nearly pure, stands occur
quite gxtensively throughout this watershed and there 1s much of
it of & sultable size for the manufacturs of railroad tiss - a
fact vwhich is worth noting in view of projected plans for a rail-
read throygh the area. . 7 - N
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The Lewes - Takhini Watershed ‘
: - This unlt is bounded on the ea%t by Teslin Lake and Fiver
on the south by the¢ southern boundary of the Territory, on the west
by Kuguwa Lake and on the north by the Takhini Valley. Its general
appearance is strikingly like that of the east-slope country of
soythern and central Alberta, They have much in common - both are
dry as to climate; both have warm "chinook" winds; they have the
gape speclies of trees and, to a surprising degree, the same kind
of grouand vegetation; and, finally, boti have been badly ravazed -
by forest fire and therefore present the same variety or multl-
pli¢ity of age zrgups. ' ; '

.. The river bottoms and low-lying
ghores Support some very good spruce sty
very extensive as to area and they have
drewn upon Tor lumber and other products
with present logal development. This is especlally true of.the
valley of the Takhinl in the vieinity of Whitehorse. Upland timbe:
is mostly lodgzepole pine although there are also some very cood
Bpruge-pine mixtures in sheltered locations. A few of these stand:
-are of tie size and 1t is quite possible| that quite a larze cut of
" ties could be made in thls srea although most of ths stands from
wnich they would come are very small in nrea and rather patciy.

z lends around the lake

1ds but noune of them are
pean, or are being, heavily
to be used in connsction

. The rate of growth in this arck is only feir, so far as
anything but river bottomland is concernszd, aud reserves are being
heqvily drawd upen at present. Moreover, there is the ever preseni

dgngzer of forest rire which unles some a
tion with it, is lirely to further deple
timoer in this area. In the vicinity of]
there is a local scurcity which does not
pigture which is that of a Tairly well t
under normal conditions take care of loc

The Alsek - De;adgashkuatsrshed

-~ .~ This grea lies Just to the eas
80d 18 drained to the Pacific Qgean by n
It is geherally roygh and mouptainous to
hills rising above timber line. In this
little or no aerchaptadble fimber.

ction is teken in connec-
te the reserve supply of
¥nitehorse and Carcross
greatly affect the general
imbgred country which could
al demand with ease.

t of the St. Elias Range
eans of the Alsek River,
the west with many of the
part of the arca there is

) To the east, however, along the
Dgzadeasn River there are quite large ar
lower elevation and some of this area su

sas which are at a nuch
pports merchauntable scruce

stands, of rather iaferior quality but of sufficiently large size

to make saw logs.

Soutih of the Dezadeash there is an insecct in-

Testavion wiicih 1s cauvsing quite scrious damzge to e merciantuable

<
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soryce stand and waich has sprewd over
ping ogéura in tuis areg.

]
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everal squere milass. o
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While a few pockets of merghanta

in this arca on the best and most shelter
siigll in extent and of inferior quality.
wakershed i ]
palance is scrubby growth of widely space
blagk spruge. o lpdgepole pine occurs &
or othér broad-leaved trees. Iugh of the
frogen. . I A
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That part of the Yukon Territor

mxgugl of latitude, which has not alrsa
veing called tihe Central Yukon for pressen

‘Torgsted but with a short, shrubby growth
poplar which has little, if any, mgrchanv
Tuglwood. The only mercliantable timber w
the valleys of the larpge rivers. This is
quality in most instances but there are n
the rivers which are capable of being maxn
fair quality. At any rate there are two
one or two on the Pelly and at least one
fgeturing for lgcal consumption.
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Stands of spruce along the larg
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large quantities dyring the seagon of na
to ve & falrly adequate sypply provided
increased. The growth rate is very slow
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between Dawson ang the Alaska bouadary.

There was a great d4r
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fyelvood and lumber from the Stewart

Northera Yukon |
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.64 degrees.
o ‘This area is for the most parﬁ
- of sueh stunted character that it has no
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required for tpis purpose.
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For present purﬁéggé it is cgﬁsiﬁaréd that the
ists of all that part of the Territery norta of latitude
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amers. Thege use quite
igzation but there appears

uch traffic is not greatl;
throughout the winole area
valley of the Yukon Rive:

ain upon lbcal timber supplies durin
the early 1900's in the vicinity-of Dawson

and- all reserves in thi
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.Riﬁer. . e
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worthern

barcen or supports growth
merchantable valus cxcept

end, . Tortunately, very little is
There i3 pefmangub frost under

(sgd) H. L. Holman



