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NoTE.-The bearings throughout this report are given with refer
ence to the true meridian, unless otherwise ~pecially noted. 



PREF ACE TO REPRINT. 

As a result of the late remarkable discoveries of gold in the 
Klondike region, much general attention has been awakened in the 
entire Yukon District of Canada, and so great a demand has arisen 
for the reports and maps of th,e Yukon Expedition of 1887-88, that 
the supply of these is now practically exhausted. 

In order to meet the inquiries for these reports and maps which 
still continue and appear likely to increase in number, it has been 
decided to reprint the writer's report of 1887, together with the parts 
of Mr. R. G. McConnell's report of 1888 that relate to the Yukon 
district. 

The present publication thus includes in a convenient form all 
the information directly obtained by the Geological Survey of Canada, 
comprising practically all the geological data available for the Yukon 
district; constituting a basis of fact upon which further investiga
tion may proceed, and one likely to be of use to the prospector and 
miner by placing him in possession of the main structural features of 
the country. 

The "Report on the Yukon District and adjacent Northern 
Portion of British Columbia,'' is reprinted without change, but the 
a.ppendices have been omitted. The titles of these appendices are 
as follows :-

l. Notes on the distribution of trees and of certain shrubs. 

H. Notes on the Indian tribes. 

III. List of plants collected. 

IV. Zoology. 

V. Notes on the lithological character of some of the rocks collected. 

VI. Meteorological observations. 

VII. Summary of astronomical. observations. 

All that part of Mr. McConnell's report which relates to the Liard 
River below Fort Liard, near the eastern boundary of British 
Columbia, together with that dealing with the Mackenzie valley 
proper, are not reproduced; but that relating to the Porcupine and 
Yukon Rivers is here reprinted. 
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Although no work later than that of 1887 and 1888 has been done 
by the Geological Survey in the Yukon District, much additional 
information respecting certain parts of the region has since been 
obtained, p::trticularly as the result of surveys and examinations by 
Mr. W. Ogilvie, D.L.S. This has been published by the Department 
or the Interior, and a furLher publication of the same kind is soon to 
appear. Some later geological notes on a part of the region are also 
given in a paper by Mr. C. W. Hayes, entitled "An Expedition 
Through the Yukon District," published in the National Geographic 
Magazine, ·w ashington, May ] 5, 189'.?. 

The map, in three Rheets, which will accompany the present reprint, 
altho•1· 'i in great part reproduced from the original engraving, has 
been brnught up to date by the ad<liLion of the latest available surveys 
of the region which it includes, according to authorities noted on the 
map itself. It will thus present a more complete geographical view of 
the region than that. which was possible at the time the reports here 
reprinted were written. 

G. M. D. 
January, 1898. 
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REPORT 

ON AN EXPLORATION IN THE 

YU I{: ON DISTRICT. N .W.T. 
AND 

ADJACENT NORTHERN PORTION OF 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
BY 

GEORGE M. DAWSON. 

Introductory. 

The Yukon expedition, to which the present report relates, was Ynkon 

undertaken for the purpose of gaining information on the vast and Expedition. 

hitherto almost unknown tract of country which forms the extreme 
north-westerly portion of the North-west Territory. This tract is 
bounded in the south by the northern line of the Province of British 
Columbia (Lat. 60°), to the west by the eastern line of the U nite<l 
States territory of Alaska, to the east by the Rocky Mountain Ranges 
and 136th meridian, and to the north by the Arctic Ocean. The region Yukon dis· 

thus generally defined is referred to as the Yukon distt-ict, this name trict. 

being rendered appropriate from the fact that the greater part of its 
area lies within the drainage-basin of the river of that name. 

The Yukon district, as aboYe defined, has a total area of approx- AreaofYukon 

imately 192,000 square miles, of which, according to the most recent district. 

information, 1!50,768 square miles is included in the watershed of the 
Yukon. The superficial extent of the district may perhaps best be 
realized when it is stated that it is nearly equal to that of :France, 
greater than the United Kingdom by 71,100 square miles, ten times 
the area of the province of Nova Scotia, or nearly three times that of 
the New England States. It is unnecessary to add that the present 
report must be considered merely as a first contribution to our know-
ledge of this wide country. 

The immediate necessity for the exploratory and surveying work Purpose of the 
undertaken by the expedition, arose from the fact that somewhat im- l~xpedition. 

1 
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portant developments of placer gold-mining had of late been attracting 
a yearly increasing numbet· of miners and prospectors into a portion 
of the district in question; and the work decided on, included the pre
liminary determination of the point at which the Yukon or Pelly 
River crosses the 14lst meridian, which here constitutes the boundary 
between the North-west Territory and Alaska. 

The writer was placed in general charge of the expedition, with 
Mr. R. G. McConnell, B.A., and Mr. J. McEvoy, B.Ap. Sc., also of 
the Geological Survey, as assistant~, while l\lr. W. Ogilvie, D.L.S., was 
intrusted with the conduct of instrumental measurement and the 
astronomical work in connection with the determination of the posi
tion of the 14lst meridian. 

In consequence of information gained from persons having some 
knowledge of the region to be traversed, it was decided that Mr. 
Ogilvie should cany out an instrumentally measured traverse of the 
route from the head of Lynn Canal to the Lewes and along the line of 
the river to the 14lst meridian, where he was to make arrangements 
for wintering, and in the spring and ;;ummer of 1888 continue his sur
veys north-eastward to the Mackenzie River and up that river to 
connect with previously surveyed lines on Athabasca Lake. 

Having ascertained that there was a fair probability of his being 
able to carry a line of survey and exploration from the Cassiar district 
in northern British Columbia, by way of the Upper Liard and 
across the height of land to the Yukon basin, the writer decided 
on attempting that route, which, though known to be diffir:ult, 
appeared to offer, in conjunction with Mr. Ogilvie's work, the best 
opportunity of ad<ling to our knowledge of the country as a whole. 

Work by Mr. Mr. McConnell was in trusted, in the first instance, with the instru
McConnell. 

mental measurement of the Stikine River, from the point to which 
Surveys had previously been carried, as far as the head of navigation, 
and subsequently, with the exploration of the lower por~ion of the 
Liarcl River; the ori~inal intention being that he should return after 
reaching the Mackenzie, in the autumn of 1887, by the ordina.ry trade 
route up that river. Before we finally separated from Mr. McConnell, 

Changeofplan at the confluence of the Dease and Liarcl, however, so many unexpected 
delays had occurred, that it was considered advisable to instruct Mr. 
McConnell to endeavour to make arrangerr;ents for passing the winter 
of 1887-88 on the Mackenzie, and subsequently to descend the Macken
zie, cross the northern extremity of the Rocky Mountains to the Por
cupine River, and by following that river and ascending the Lewes, to 
return to the Pacific Co:ist at Lynn Canal. This arrangement furtlier 
provided for the examination of a great additional region of which the 
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geological structure was altogether unknown. Mr. McConnell has Reports. 

since successfully completed t·he arduous journey thus outlined. A 
preliminary report of his work, as far as the mouth of the Liard, is 
given in conjunction with that. of the writer, in Part III., Annual Re-
port of the Department of the Interior, 1887. A progress report of 
Mr. Ogilvie's work forms a portion of Part II. of the same volume. 

The present report relates exclusively to the exploration by the The present 

writer in 1887, with the following exceptions :-(1.) Mr. McConnell's report. 

traverse and geological observations on a portion of the Stikine are 
included in the description of that river and are incorporated on the 
accompanying map. (2.) The Lewes River, as laid down on the map, 
(with the exception of the mountain features in its vicinity and some 
additions to the outlines to the lakes), is from the survey of Mr. W. 
Ogilvie. The results of Mr. McConnell's work, carried out after his 
separation from us at the mouth of the Dease, will form the subject of 
a separate report of the Geological Survey, and J\1r. Ogilvie will also 
prepare an independent report of his survey on his return. * 

In order to present within a reasonable compass the results of the por- Arrangement 
. f h k f h d' . h l h d ·1 d of matter. t10n o t e wor o t e expe it10n ere reportec on, t e a1 y recor 

of progress, which the up.known character of the country traversed 
might otherwise appear to warrant, has been discarded, and but slight 
allusion is made to the modes of travel adopted and the numerous 
vici,:situdes encountered during our journey. This, while resulting in 
the loss of interest which a connected narrative might possess, has 
distinct advantages in other respects. On account of the extent of the 
region treated of, the descriptive portion of the report has been divided 
into separate chapters, each treating of a distinct portion of our route 
and constituting practically a separate short report. In the pages 
immediately following this introduction, some general notes on the 
region as a whole, are given. 

Summa1·y of proceedings. 

The following summary of our proceedings in connection with the Journeytothe 

expedition is substantially the same as that given in my preliminary Stikine. 

report before alluded to.-
We left Ottawa on the 22nd of April, 1887, travelling by the 

Canadian Pacific Railway to Victoria, but, in consequence of irregu
larity in the sailing dates of the Alaskan mail steamers, were unable 
to reach Wrangell, at the mouth of the Stikine River, where our work 
may have said to have begun, till the 18tb of May. Here Mr. McCon-

*[A portion of Mr. McConnell's report is, however, annexed to the present 
reprint and later information from various sources has been added to the map.] 

lt 



Journey to 
Dease Lake. 

4 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CA~ADA. 

nell stayed bRhind, for the purpose of getting Indians and canoes to· 
enable him to mn.ke n. micrometer survey of the Stikine from the encl 
of the line measured by Mr. J. Hunter in 1877, to Telegraph Creek, 
while I proceeded up the river by the first steamer of the season to 
Telegraph Creek, the head of navigation. From this place, goods are 
carried by pack animals to Dease Lake, the centre of the Cassiar min
ing district ; and here again a ::lelay of several days occurred, as the 
animals had not been brought in from their range or shod for the 
sen.son'~ work n.t the date of our arrival. Finn.Hy, on June 5tb, we 
reached the 11Pad of Dease Lake, and found the greater part of the 
Jake still covered with ice. It was nut till the 9th that we were able 
to reach the point on the shore near Laketon at which two men, 

Buildingboats previously sent on in advance with an Indian packer, were sawing 
lumber for boats. Seven days were here busily employed in this work 
and in constructing three boats for the purposes of the expedition. 
On the evening of the 16th, a strong wind having broken up the remain
ing barrier of ice, we reached Laketon with our boats, Mr. McConnell, 

Departure 
from DeaHe 
Lake. 

Personnel of 
parties. 

with a crew of five Coast Indians intended for my work on the Upper 
Liard, having meanwhile joined us. On the 18th, having completed 
our supplies and outfit at Laketon, we left that place, and on the 23rd 
reached the "Lower Post " at the confluence of the Dease and Liard 
rivers. Here Mr. McConnell, with one boat and two men, separated 
from us for the purpose of surveying and geologically examining the 
Lower Li<trd. 

On leaving the confluence of the Dease and Liard, my own party 
included, besidE's myself, ~1r. McEvoy, Messrs. L. Lewis and D. 
Johnson, engaged at Victoria, two Tshimsian and three Stikine 
(Thlinkit) Indians, all good boatmen. Two local Indians hired as 
guides and to help in portaging, deserted a day or two after engaging, 
and from the " Lower Post" to near the confluence of the Pelly and 
Lewes, for an interval of more than six weeks, we met neither whites 
nor Indians. 

Journey to The ascent of the Liard and Frances rivers to Frances Lake proved 
Frances Lake. unexpectedly difficult and tedious, the rivers being swift throughout 

and three bad c~fions having to be passed through. Frances Lake was 
reached on the Sth of July, and after spending a few dn.ys in examining 
and mapping the lake, making the observations nece sary to tix its 
position, and in the endeavour to find some Indian trail by which we 
might travel across to the Pelly, we began the work of portaging on 
the l 7th . 

. Journey over- As we had been unable to discover any route now in use by the 
land to P elly Indians, and no trace whatever remained of the trail employed by the 
River. 
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Hudson's Bay Company in former years; and further, as no local Indians 
could be found to act a~ guides or to assist in carrying our stHff, it was 
evident that the crossing of this portage (which had been estimated by 
Mr. Campbell at about 70 miles in length) would be a difficult matter, 
and that we might indeed find it impossible to carry over a sufficient 
supply of provisions for work on the Pelly. We therefore constructed 
a, strong log cache on the shore of Frances Lake, and left there, to be 
taken to Dease Lake by the Indians when they returned, everything 
we could pos ibly dispense with. Had we been unable to effect the 
portage, there was in our cache a sufficient supply of provisions to en
able the whole party to return to the "Lower Post." After a very 
toilsome journey, we were, however, so fortunate as to reach the bank 
of the Upper Pelly on the 29th of July, with still ne:;i,rly a month's 
provisions for four persons, our instruments and a small camping out
fit, a canvas cover from which a canoe ruight be constructed, and the 
tools and nails for building a wooden boat, should that prove to be 
necessary. Our Indians, who had for a long time been very uneasy 
because of their distance from the coast and the unknown character 
of the country into which they had been taken, were here paid off, 
and to their great <lelight allowed to turn back. 

As a dangernus rapid was reported to exist on the upper part of Descent of the 

the P elly, it was decided to construct a canvas canoe in preference to Upper Pelly. 

building a boat, which it might prove impossible to portage past the 
rapid. Having comp~eied the canoe, we descended the Pelly, making 
a portage of half a mile past Hoole Rapid or Canon, and arrived at 
the confluence of the Lewes branch with the Upper Pelly on the 11 th 
of August. We had now reached the line of route which is used by Proceedingsat 

the miners, and expected to find, at the mouth of the Lewes, a pre- 1Lnouth of 
ewes. 

arranged memorandum from Mr. Ogilvie, from whom we had separated 
in l\lay. As we could not find any such notice, and as l\lr. Ogilvie 
had not been seen on the lower river by a party of miners whom we 
met here on their way up the Lewes, we were forced to conclude that 
he had not yet reached this point. The same party informed us that 
there had been few miners during the summer on the Stewart River, 
where most of the work had been carried on in 1886, but that in con
sequence of the discovery of "coarse" gold on Forty-mile Creek, over 
200 miles further down the river, most of the men had gone there. 
\Ve were also told that Harper's trading post, where I had hoped to 
be able to get an additional supply of provisions should we fail to 
connect with Mr. Ogilvie, had been moved from the mouth of the 
Stewart to Forty-mile Creek. From the place where we now were we 1 

still had a journey of nearly 400 miles to the coast, with the swift 
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waters of the Lewes to contend against for the greater part of the 
distance. If therefore it should have become necessary to go down 
stream 200 miles to Forty-mile Creek for provisions, so rriuch would 
have been added to our up-stream journey that it would become doubt
ful whether we should be able to afford time for geological work on 
the Lewes, and yet reach the coast before the smaller lakes near the 

Building our mountains were frozen over. I therefore decided to Sf't about the 
fifth boat. 

building of another boat, suitable for the ascent of the Lewes, and on 
the second day after we had begun work, Mr. Ogilvie very oppor
tunely appeared. After having completed our boat and obtained Mr. 
Ogilvie's preliminary report and map-sheets, together with the neces
sary provisions, we began the ascent of the Lewes, from the head-

Rea.ch Lynn waters of which we crossed the mountains by the Chilkoot Pass and 
Canal. reached the coast at the head of Lynn Canal on the 20th September, 

In addition to the physical obstacles to be encountered on the long 
Reported In- route above outlined, some anxiety was caused by reported Indian 
dian troubles. troubles on the Yukon. We heard a most circumstantial account of 

these from a couple of miners who followed us in to Dease Lake, the 

Geographical 
· data obtained. 

Length of 
route tra
versed. 

report being that the hostile Indians had retreated up the Pelly. As 
it was impossible either to confirm or refute these reports without 
practically abandoning the scheme of work, it was determined to pro
ceed according to the original arrangement. On reaching the mouth 
of the Lewes we ascertained that the story was entirely false, but it 
had none the less kept us in a state of watchfulness during a great 
part of the summer. 

Main Geogrnphical R esults. 

The main geographical results of the Yukon expedition, in so far as 
those are covered by the present report, are best shown by the accom
panying maps, which may be compared with previous maps of the 
same region. l\lr. Ogilvie's instrumentally measured line from the 
head of Lynn Conal to the intersection of the Yukon or Pelly by the 
14lst meridian, will form a sufficiently accurate base for further sur
veys. In addition to this we now have an instrumental survey of the 
Stikine from its mouth to the head of navigation (Telegraph Creek), 
which is connected with Dease Lake by a carefully paced traverse. 
This is continued by a detailed running- or track-survey followin g the 
lines of the Dease, Upper Liard and Pelly rivers, and connecting 
with Mr. Ogilvie's line at the mouth of the Lewes, the total distance 
from the mouth of the Stikine to this point, by the route travelled 
being about 944 miles. Adding to this the distance from the mouth of 
the Lewes back to the coast at the head of Lynn Canal (377 miles), 



YUKON DIS'l'RICT AND NOR'l'HER~ BRI'l'IRH COLUMBIA. 7 

the entire distance travelled by us during the exploration amount.s to 
1322 miles. This, taken in connection with the coast-line between the 
Stikine and Lynn Canal, circumscribes an area of about 63,200 square 
miles, the interior of which is still, but for the accounts of a few pros
pectors and reports of Indians, a terra incognita. The same descrip
tion with litt;le qualification, applies to the whole surrounding region out
side the surveyed circuit, but much general information concerning the 
country has been obtained, which will facilitate further explorations. 

Along the routes thus travelled numerous points have been carefully Positions 

fixed in latitude by sextant observations, and a sufficient number of fixed. 

chronometer longitudes have been obtained by which to lay the whole 
down within sinall limits of error. Special attention was paid to the 
sketching and fixing of mountain topography in sight from the line of 
travel, and the approximate altitudes of a number of the more prominent 
peaks was ascertained. 

No reference is made here to the further work carried out by Messrs. 
Ogilvie and McConnell in 1888, which will, as above stated, be separately 
reported on. 

OROGRAPHY AND GENERAL FEATURES. 

The region traversed by the routes just mentioned, including the Dr.inage 

extreme northern part of British Columbia and the southern part of system. 

the Yukon district (as previously defined), is drained by three great 
river systems, its waters reaching the Pacific by the Stikine, the Mac-
kenzie, (and eventually the Arctic Ocean), by the Liard, and Behring 
Sea, by the Yukon. The south-eastern part of the region is divided 
between the two first-named rivers, whose tributary streams interlock, 
the Stikine making its way completely through the Coast Ranges in a 
south-westPrly direction, while the Liard, on a north-easterly bear-
ing, cuts across the Rocky Mountains to the Mackenzie valley. The 
watershed separating these rivers near Dease Lake has a height of 
2730 feet, and both streams may be generally characterized as very 
rapid. 

To the north-westward, branches of the Stikinll and Liard again Watershed. 

interlock with the head waters of several tributaries of the Yukon, 
which here unwater the entire great area inclosed on one side by the 
Coast H.anges, on the other by the Rocky :Mountains. As the general 
direction of this line of watershed is transverse to that of the main 
orographic ridges of the country, it will probably be found, when 
traced in detail, to be very sinuous. The actual watershed between the 
Liard and Pelly, on our line of route, was found to have an elevation 
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of 3lli0 feet, but it is, no doubt, much lower in the central portion of 
the region between the Bocky Mountains and Coast Ranges. 

To the north of the Stikine, at least one other river, the Taku, cuts 
like it completely across the Coast Ranges, but its basin is compara
tively restricted and little i:s yet known of it. 

It will be noticed, that while the several branches of the Yukon con
form in a general way to the main orographic axes, the Stikine and 
Liard appear to be to a large degree independent of these, and to flow 
counter to the direction of three mountain ranges. 

The region as a whole, being a portion of the Cordillera belt of the 
west coast, is naturally mountainous in general character, but it com
prises as well important areas of merely hilly or gently rolling coun
try, besides many wide, fiat-bottomed river-valleys. It is, moreover, 
more mountainous and higher in its south-eastern part-that drained 
by the Stikine and Liard,-and subsides gradually, and apparently 
uniformly, to the north-westward; the mountains at the same time 
becoming more isolated and being separated by broader tracts of low 
land. The general base-level, or height of the main valleys, within the 
Coast Ranges, thus declines from about 2500 feet, to nearly 1500 feet 
at the confluence of the Lewes and Pelly rivers, and the average base
level of the entire region may be stated as being a little over 2000 feet. 

Disregarding minor irregularities, it is found that the trend of the 
mn.in mountain ridges and ranges shows throughout the entire region 
here described a general parallelism to the outline of the coast. In the 
south-eastern and more rugged tr11ct, the bearing of such ranges as are 
well defined is north-west by south-east, while beyond a line which 
may be drawn between the head of Lynn Canal and Frances Lake the 
trend gradually changes to west-north-west. 

The Coast Ranges, with an aggregate average width of about eighty 
miles, the whole of which is closely set with high, rounded or rugged 
mountains, constitutes the most important orographic uplift in the 
entire region, and here reproduces geographically and geologically the 
features characteristic of it in the more southern portion of British 
Columbia. Beyond the vicinity of Lynn Canal, this mountain axis 
runs behind the St. Elias Alps, ceasing to be the continental border, 
and may be said to be entirely unknown, as any indications of moun
tains which have appeared on this part of the map are purely conjec
tural. N otwitbstanding the great width of the Coast Ranges, it is not 
known that any of their constituent mountains attain very notable 
altitudes, but it i~ probable that a great number of the peaks exceed 
a height of 8000 feet. These ranges are composed of very numerous 
mountain ridges, which are not always uniform in direction, and, so 
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far as has been observed, there is no single culminating or dominant 
range which can be traced for any considerable distance. 

The mountain axis next in importance to that of the Coast Ranges, RMocky . 
ountam 

is that which forms the water-parting between the Upper Liard and Ranges. 

Yukon, on one side, and the feeders of the main Mackenzie River on 
the other. This represents the north-western continuation of the 
Rocky Mount.ains proper. Its eastern ridges were touched on during 
the present exploration in the vicinity of Frnnces Lake and the head 
waters of the Pelly River, and are there designated on the map as the 
Too-tsho Range. This forms, so far as has been ascertained, the culmin-
ating range of a number of more or less exactly parallel ridges, and 
summits in it attain heights of from 7000 to 9000 feet. It has, how-
ever, been traced to a comparatively limited distance only, and it 
appears probable that a very complicatE'd mountain system remains to 
be worked out in this portion of the region. 

A third notable mountain axis, which I have designated on the map Cassiar 
Range. 

as the Cassiar Range, is cut through by the Dease River in its upper 
course, and further to the north-westward appears to form the line of 
water-parting between the tributaries of the Upper Liard and those of 
the branches of the Yukon. Peaks near the Dease, in this range, exceed 
7000 feet, but it is probable that none much exceed 8000 faet, and that 
the range in a general way becomes lower to the north-westward. 

In the north-western and less elevated moiety of the region, the 
mountain ranges and ridges are in general lower and become discon
tinuous and irregular, or while retaining a genera.I parallelism, assume 
an overlapping or echelon·like arrangement. 

In each of these mountain chains above described granitic rocks Granitic 

appear in grE>ater or less force, as more fully noted on succeeding p<Lges. rocks. 

In the intervening and subordinate mountain systems of the south-east, 
granitic axes are not found and do not exist as prominent features. 

Scarcely anything is known of the character of the country drained Orography of 

by the Macmillan, Stewart and White rivers, but it is probable that ~:~7~:s~uring 
the basins of the two first-named streams closely resemble that of the 
Upper Pelly, which is described in following pages. Miners who have 
ascended the Stewart for a hundred miles or more, report the existence 
of a continuous range of mountains of considerable height, which runs 
parallel to the river on the north, from a point about fifty miles from 
its mouth onward. The absence of tributaries of any size along the 
south-west side of the Lewes below the Tahk-heena, with the general 
appearance of the country in that direction, so far it has been over-
looked, seems to show that the basin of the upper portion of the White 
River must be comparatively low, and situated as it is within the St. 
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Elias Alps, this country must possess most remarkable features, both 
geographically and from a climatic point of view, and well deserves 
exploration. It would further appear to be nearly certain that the 
sources of the 'l'anana River are to be looked for in this district, well 
to the east of the 14lst meridian. 

Effects of the The topographical features of the entire region here described have 
glacial perwd. been considerably modified by the events of the glacial period, and the 

changes produced at that time have more particularly affected the 
drainage-basins and the courses of the various streams. The valleys 
and lower tracts of country are now more or less completely filled or 
covered by extensive deposits of boulder-clay, gravel, sand and silt 
laid down during that period. To these deposits are due the flat floors 
of the larger valleys, and also to a great extent the appearance which 
the more irregular mountain regions present of being partly submerged 
in level or rolling plains. Many changes in direction of flow in river
valleys, have doubtless also been prod uced during this period, though 
most of these yet remain to be worked out. The general result has 
been to produce systems of "inconsequent" drainage wherever the 
natural slopes of the country are easy and the limiting ranges irregular. 
Most of the rivers at the present day have done little more than cut 
out new channels in the glacial debris, touching only here and there 
upon the subjacent rocky floor. 

Confused 
nomenclature 

'Sources oj the Yukon and Nomenclatui·e. 

Such particulars as have been ascertained relative to the various 
rivers examined in the course of the exploration, are given in a sub
sequent part of this report. As, however, some confusion has arisen 
in respect to the nomenclature of the Yukon and its tributaries, and 
erroneous statements have been made as to the "·source" of the river, 
it may be appropriate here briefly to note the facts in the case in so 
far as I have been able to ascertain them. Further details of the ex
ploration of the river are given on a later page. 

~irst Explora- The estuary of the Yukon appears to have been first explored by 
tionofYukon. the Russian, Glasunoff, in 1835 to 1838, and the river was then named 

by the Russians the K wikhpak, which name, according to Mr. W. 
H. Dall, is in reality that of one of the channels by which it issues 
to the sea. The lower part of the river, however, continued to be 
known under this name for a number of years, and it is so called on 
the (Russian) map of Lieut. Zagoskin, made from reconnaissance sur
veys which, in 1842-43, he carried up as far as Nowikakat. The 
mouth of the river is shown on Arrowsmitb's map of 1850, but is 
there nameless. 
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The name Yukon was first applied in 1846 by Mr. J. Bell, of the Origin of the 

Hudson's Bay Company, who reached the main river by descending the name. 
Porcupine, and called it by what he understood to be its Indian appel-
lation. The heaci waters of one of the main tributaries of the Yukon 
had previously been attained by Mr. R. Campbell (also an officer of 
the Hudson's Bay Company)in l 840, and in 1850 he descended the 
river as far as the mouth of the Porcupine, naming the whole river thus 
traversed the P elly, and naming also the Lewes, White and Stewart 
rivers, as well as numerous smaller tributaries. Campbell's nomencla- Connection of 
ture and his sketch of the river appear on Arrowsmith's map published fr~v~~b;~~ 
in April, 1854, and Campbell practically established by his journey 
the identity of his Pelly River with the Kwikhpak of the Russians. 
The connection betwee!l the two is given by a sketch (shown in broken 
lines) on the map just cited, on which also the mouth of the Tanana 
River (under the name Mountain-men River), is shown, and other de-
tails represented with reasonable accuracy. The sketch of the river 
below the mouth of the Porcupine appears to have been due to the 
Hudson's Bay Company's traders, who, before Campbell had communi-
cated his geographical information in London in (1853), had already 
met the Russian traders at the mouth of the Tanana. Much later, in 
1863, I. S. Lukeen of the Russian Trading Company, ascended the 
river to the Hudson's Bay post, Fort Yukon, at the mouth of the 
Porcupine.* 

The name Yukon does not appear at all on Arrowsmith's map of URnge on 

1854 that of the Pelly stanclincr for the whole lencrth of the river "ubxequent 
' ~ n maps. 

explored by Campbell, but since that date the term Yukon has gradually 
become applied to the nmiu river. The next map in order of pu blica-
tion in which original data are employed is, I believe, that accompany-
ing Mr. Whyrnper's paper of 1868, in the Journal of the Royal 
Geographical Society, t which is also reproduced in his book, Travels 
in Alaska and on the Yukon (1869). His general map gives the name 
Pelly for the whole river above the mouth of the Porcupine, "Kwich-
Pak or Yukon," for the lower part. In his large-scale map, on the 

*By n, singular over;ight, Mr. W. H. Dall states in the first part uf his work, 
Alaska and its ReRources 1870 (p. 4) that" the identity of the Yukon [Pelly] River 
with the so-caller! Kwikhp'1k of the Russians" remained to be established when the 
explorations of the Telegrnph Rurvey commenced on the river in 181iS, while giving 
the credit of this achievement to Lu keen on a subsequent p::ige (p. 277). Raymond 
repeats this error in bis Report of a Reconnaissance of the Yukon River (1871). Mr. 
Dall's work above cited constitutes a veritable mine of information on the subjects of 
which it treats, and is frequently referred to in the sequel. \Vhere, therefore, as in 
the above case, criticisms are offered, it is in no spirit of detraction. 

t Vol. xxxviii. 
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same sheet, the river above the Porcupine is named the Yukon or 
Pelly. Whymper refers to the river as the "Yukon (or Pelly) as it 
has long been called on our maps."* In the United States Coast Sur
vey map dated 1869t the main river between the Porcupine and Lewes 
is definitely named the Yukon; but in the map accompanying Ray
mond's official report (1871) this name is again confined to the river 
below the Porcupine, and t;he statement is made in the report (p. 21) 
that from Lake Labarge to Fort Yukon the river is called the Lewes. 

Further Much later, Lieut. Schwatka, in the maps accompanying the official 
::~~cl~t~~·e. report of his explorntions of 1883 and in other maps elsewhere pub

lished, in defiance of the fact that the name of the Lewes had a pub
lished priority of thirt;y year~, erased it completely, extending the 
name Yukon so as to include under that designation the Lewes River. 
This extension of the name Yukon appears to be justified by Lieut. 
Schwatka on the ground that the Lewes is the larger branch at its 
confluence with the Upper Pelly. As elsewhere st;ated, this is no 
doubt true, but from what is now known of the Upper Pelly, that 
ri,·cr is almost certainly the longer, its sources are furthest removed 
from the mouth of the Yukon and its course is more directly in con
tinuation of its main direction than is the case with the Lewes. 
Gmnting, however, that the Lewes excelled in all these particulars, it 
would still, I believe, be unjustifiable to alter an old established name 
for the sore purpose of giving to a river a single name from its mouth 
to its source. In any case it is incorrect to state that the Yukon 
(Lewes) rises in Lake Lindeman, or streams flowing into it, as is done 
by f:lchwatka, for by far the greater part of the water of the river 
enters by the Taku arm of Tagish Lake. 

\\'ith respect; to the subst;itution of the name Yukon for that of 
Pelly on the portion of the river between the Porcupine and Lewes, it 
is simply a question of well established priority i·ersiis use. IL is pos
sibly a matter of small importance which shall be employed in future, 
but no valid excuse can be offered for the attempt to substitute any 
new name for that either of the Lewes or Pelly above the site of old 
Fort Selkirk. 

Truesourcesof From the point of view of the physical geographer, and apart from 
the Yukon. thP question of nomenclature, the position of the furthest source of 

the great Yukon River is, however, an interesting subject of inquiry; 
though it may yet be some years before we are in possession of sufil-

* Op. cit., p. 223. 

t In United St.ates Coast Survey Report for 1867 the same nomenclature is adopted, 
as it is also in the map aC'companying Mr. Dall's Alaska (1870), in the Ethnological 
map of Alaska by the same author (1875), and in most later maps. These, however, 
do not embody any original data for this region. 

\ 
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cient information to settle this question definitely. It may be con
fidently assumed that this point is to be found by following up either 
the P elly or the Lewes from their contluence at the site of old Fort 
Selkirk. As already stated, the Lewes there carries the greater volume 
of water, but draining as it doe<; a considerable length of the humid 
Coast Ranges, which bear throughout the year great reserves of snow 
and numerous glaciers, it does not compare on terms of equa.lity with 
the Upper Pelly, which unwaters a region relatively dry. vVhether 
reckoned by size or distance from its mouth, the Rource of the Lewes 
must be placed at the head waters of the Hotilinqu River,* explored 
by Byrnes, of the Telegra.ph Survey, in approximate latitude 59° 10', 
longitude 132° 40'. In rega.rd to the Pelly, it is not yet absulutely 
certain that the Pelly proper rises further from the common point at 
Fort Selkirk than its great branches, the Macmillan and the lloss 
rivers, but it is highly probable that it will be found to do so. 

Vi7ith the above facts premised, we may compare the respective dis- Compnrison of 
tances of a•sumed or probable sources of the Yukon as below, the tributaries. 
distances being in each case measured in a straight line from the 
common point at Fort Selkirk :-

Fort Selkirk to summit of Chilkoot Pass, source accord ing to 
Schwatka (poHition fixed)........ . . . . . . . 224 miles. 

to head of Hotnlinqu River of Telegrnph Survey 
(position approximnte) ... ..... ............ 2!14 

to "Pclly BankH" (position fixed)... . . . .. . . ... 213 
to head of Pelly Lakes (nbove "Polly Rinks," 

according to CampbPll'H shtch) ............ 276 

The upper lake on the Pelly must be fed by a considerable stream 
or streams, the addition of the length of which, if known, would add 
considerably to the, last of the above di.stances. 

I ruuRt confess to having been somewhat disappointed in the size of Size of tlie 
the Pelly or Yukon where we sa.w it below the contluence of the Lewes. rin·i-. 
The river is there, when undivided by isl~.nds, about 1700 feet only in 
width, with a maximum depth scafoely exceeding t en feet when at a 
stage which may be considered as its approximate mean. It appeared 
to me to be about equal in size and velocity to the Peace River at Dun-
vegan and Mr. Ogilvie, who is also familiar with the Peace, concurred 
in thi~ estimate. Below this place the riYer, of course, receives a num- Oomprrrieon 
ber of important tributaries, but at any fairly comparable point on the with.R~[ncken-

zie 1ver. 
two rivers I believe that the Mackenzie must far exceed the Yukon in 
volume. Numerical data on this point are unfortunately still almost 

*The 'l'es-lin-too occupies tbe main orographic valley above its confluence with the 
Lewes, but is smaller than the LewPs, and besides doubles back on its course, as is 
shown on the map. 
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entirely wanting, but the comparison of the drainage-areas of the two 
rivers, according to the latest available information, strongly bears out 
the statement just made, that of the Yukon being 330,912 square miles 
as against 677,400 square miles in the case of the Mackenzie.* In other 
words, the drainage area of the Mackenzie is more than double that 
of the Yukon, while nothing is known to show that the mean annual 
p1ecipitation over the two areas, as a whole, differs very greatly. 
Exaggerated statements which have been made, to the effect that the 
Yukon discharges a volume of water approaching that of the Missis
sippi, appear to carry their own refutation in the fact that the basin 
of the latter river has an area of no less than 1,226,000 square miles. 

Some attempt was made by us to gauge the flow of several of the 
rivers in the Yukon basin, as more fully stated further on. The dis
charge of the several l·ivers above the site of the old Fort Selkirk may 
be roughly summarized as follows. The £gures given in heavy type 
are derived from measurements more or less approximate, the others 
are based merely on comparisons made by eye and without any attempt 
to cross-section the streams. The scheme may, however, serve to give 
a general idea of relative dimensions. All the £gures represent cubic 
feet per second and refer to the latter part of the summer, when the 
rivers may he assumed to be at their mean height. In common with 
all the streams of the interior region these are highest in the early 
summer and lowest toward the end of the winter. 

Pelly River, at "Pelly Banks" ........ .. ... . 
Ross RiYer, at mouth ........ . .. ...... ... ........ . . 
Macmillan River, at mouth .... ..... .. ......... .. . 
Tes-Jin-too, at mouth ............. ............ . ... . 
Lewes River, above confluence with last .... . ... .. . . . 
Big Salmon ................. .. ... .. .. ............ . 

Total thus accoun tecl for. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
Pelly or Yukon at site of Fort S,elkirk ....... _ ...... . 

4,898 
4,898 
9,7961 

11,436 
18,664 
2,726 

.12,418 
66,955 

Difference from above total, not accounted for .. 14,537 

By adding two-thirds of the water thus not accounted for to the 
Pelly and one-third to the Lewes, to represent the flow of numerous 
smaller tributaries not enumerated, the discharge of these two rivers 
above Fort Selkirk will stand thus:-

*Of the area drained by the Yukon, about 150, 768 square miles arc in Canadian, 
180,144 square miles in United States territory. 

t The discharge of the Ross is taken as equal to that of the Pelly at "Pelly Banks," 
that of the Macmillan as equal to the combined waters of the Pally and Ross. 
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Lewis . ........ . ............ . ........... .. ....... . .. :)7,672 

Pelly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . :29,283 

Total as above .... ... . ... . G6,955* 

Navigable Waters and Routes of Travel. 

The numerous large and important rivers by which the Yukon 
district and the adjacent northern portion of British Columbia is 
intersected, constitute the principal routes of travel, and during 
the summ~r months render inter-communication comparatively easy. 
The Stikine is navigable by stern-wheel steamers for a distance 
of 138 miles, as more fully stated in a subsequent part of this 
report, where also details respecting the connecting trail to Dease 
Lake are given. This constitutes the travelled route to the Cassiar 
mining district. A trail was, at one time, opened from Fraser 
Lake overland to Dease Lake by which cattle were driven through, 
but of late no travel has occurred on it. The Dease River can 
scarcely be considered as navigable for steamers, though constituting Navigable 

rivers. 
a fairly good boat route. The Upper Liard and Frances rivers, 
above the mouth of the Dease, are also passable for large boa.ts, 
with occasional portages, but not so for steamers. The difficulties 
of the Lower Liard, however, are such as to render it an undesirable 
route, even for boats, and scarcely suitable as an avenue of trade 
between Cassiar and the Mackenzie. Numerous tributary streams in 
this district may also be ascended by boat or canoe for considerable 
distances, though with many interruptions from rapids and bad water. 

Communication may easily be established by railway from the mouth P'?~sible 
f h S 'k' th f h C . d' . d b d h mi.way route. o t e t1 me to e centre o t e ass1ar istrict an eyon , w en 

* For the purpose of comparison, the following extract from a table of various 
rivers, contained in the General Report of the Minister of Public Works for the 
fifteen years from 1867 to 1882, is quoted:-

NAMES. 

Mi~sissippi ........ . 
St. Lawrence ......... . . 
Ganges ........... 
Nile . ....... . .. 

.... 

Thames .... .. ........ . ... 
Rhone .. . ... ...... ... . ... 
Rhine ........ 
Ottawa (Grenvill.~)::::::: : 

Area of 
drainage 
in square 

miles. 

l,22G,OOO 
565,UOO 
432,000 
520,200 

5,000 
38,000 
80,000 
80,000 

Le?gth Discharge in cub'.c feet per second. 
Ill 

miles. 

4,000 
2,600 
1,680 
2,240 

215 
560 
700 
700 

Low 
Water. 

447,200 
.......... 

36,300 
23,100 
1,330 
7.000 

13;400 
35,000 

Mean. High Water. 

1,270,000 
900,000 
207,000 4fl4,200 
220,000 

7,900 
:n,ooo 204.000 
33,700 lG 1;000 
85,000 150,000 
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this shall be called for, and it is probable also that this district mighu, 
without difficulty, be connected by rail with the more southern por
tions of British Columbia by one or more routes of which the main 
outlines can already be indicated. Following the river valleys, by a 
route practicable for a railway, from Rothsay Point at the mouth of 
the Stikine to the mouth of the Dease, the diRtance is found to be 330 
miles. Thence to Fort Simpson on the Mackenzie, is a further dis
tance of 390 miles, making the total distance by this route, from the 
Pacific to the navigable waters of the Mackenzie, about 720 miles 
only. 

Little is yet known of the Taku River, but the Indians ascend it in 
canoes to a point at a distance of about eighty miles from the head of 
Taku Inlet, and Indian trails lead south-eastward from this vicinity to 
the Ta11l-tan, eastward to Tes-lin Lake and north-eastward to the lakes 
near the head of the Lewes. From what has been ascertained of these, 
it is probable that it would not be difficult to construct a trail suitable 
for pack-animals, if not a wagon road, from the vicinity of the head 
of navigation on the Stikine to these lakes connecting with the 
navigable waters of the Lewes. 

Tributaries of The rivers draining the Upper Yukon basin, have in general lower 
Yukon. grades, and afford better navigable water than those above referred to, 

Navigable 
lengths of 
rivers. 

Aggregate 
length of 
navigable 
waters. 

and are in consequence likely to prove of greater importance in con
nection with the exploration and development of the country. The 
distance to which they may be respectively ascended by boat or canoe 
has as yet. been determined in only a few cases. 

It may. however, be stated that the Yukon is continuously navigable 
for small steamers from its mouth, on Behring Sea and following the 
Lewes branch, to Miles Canon. Thence, after an interruption of about 
three miles, to the head of Bennett Lake and to an additional con
siderable-though not precisely determined distance-by the waters 
extending south-eastward from Tagish Lake. The Tes-lin-too is 
probably navigable for stern-wheel steamers for a hundred and fifty 
miles or more from its mouth while the Tahk-heena and Big Salmon 
rivers may probably both be ascended by steamers of the same class 
for some distance. From the site of old Fort Selkirk, :i,gain, thA 
Pelly might be navigated by small steamers of good power to within 
about fifty miles of the site of old Fort Pelly Banks, and the 
Macmillan branch is also navigable for a considerable, though not 
ascertained distance. The same may be said of the Stewart River, 
but White River is, so far as known, very swift and shoal. 

The total length of the waters which may be utilized for navigation 
by light stern-wheel steamers on the main river and its branches to the 
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east of the 14lst meridian or Alaskan boundary, measured in straight 
lengths of fifty miles, is therefore at least 1 OOO miles, and following 
the sinuosities of the various streams would be very ruuch greater. 
This does not include the Porcupine River, and with the exception of 
the single break above referred to on the Lewes, forms a connected 
system, all parts of which lie to the east of the above meridian. If 
the upper portion of these rivers, above the first" obstacles to such 
navigation, were included, the total here given would doubtless be 
greatly added to. 

At the present moment but three routes of access to the Yukon dis- Means of 

trict are employed. (1 ). That of the portage by the Chilkoot Pass y~~~nto 
from the head of Lynn Canal to the navigable waters of the Lewes. District. 

(2). That from Peel River, near its confluence with the Mackenzie by 
portage to La Pierre's House on a branch of the Porcupine. (3). 
That from Behring Sea by the main river. The first is that a,lmost 
exclusively used by the miners, the second is employed only by the 
Hudson's Bay Company, and the last is that of the Alaskan trnders. 

There are now three small stern-wheel steamers. on the lower river, 
which ascend each year as far as the trading post at Forty-mile Creek, 
bringing the greater part of the goods used in trade with the Indians 
and for the supply of miners. It is not possible, however, for miners 
to reach the scene of their operations by this route in time to make a 
season's work, and the chances of reaching or leadng the Yukon 
mouth are few and precarious. Particulars relating to the Chilkoot 
Pass and Lewes River will be found on later pages. The character of 
the pass is such that it would scarcely be possible to construct a useful 
trail across it for pack-animals, but the ·white Pass appears to offer a 
better opportunity for making a trail or road which, if constructed, 
would renJer the entire region much more easy of access. Another 
route, also leading from the head of Lynn Canal to navigable water 
connecting with the Lewes, is that by the Chilkat Pass. This was 
formerly much employed by the Indians, but entails a much longer 
land carriage, one which is said to occupy the Indians for twelve days 
when carrying packs, as against two days of packing by the Chilkoot 
Pass.* 

The Indians inhabiting the region to the south and east of the site Indian routes. 

of old Fort Selkirk are poor boatmen and follow the various rivers in 
the course of their periodic journeys to a very limited extent. Most 
of their trnvelled routes appear, indeed, to run nearly at right angles 
to the direction of drainage, the rivers being crossed in summer on 

*[All the above remarks respecting routes, of course refer to the date of publication 
of the Report.] 

2 
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rafts, the remains of which may frequently be observed. In travelling 
thus they carry their entire small camping outfit on their backs. 

Climate, Agriculture and Flora. 

'While the available information as to the climate of the northern 
portion of British !Jolumbia and the Yukon district is necessarily as 
yet very imperfect, its general features are sufficiently obvious, repeat
ing as they do those met with in the similarly circutll~tanced region 
to the south, with such modification as is produced by their higher 
latitude. The coast and coastward slopes of the Coast Ranges consti
tute a belt of excessive humi<lity and great precipitlttion, with some
what equable temperatures, while the interior region to the eastward 
of these ranges is relatively dry, with a temperature of extremes.* In 
the interior, however, the climate is largely influenced by the altitude 
of each particular district, and in consequence of the general lowering 
of the country beyond the 60th parallel (constituting the north line of 
British Columbia), it is certain that the climatic conditions are there 
much more favourable than in the Cassiar di~trict. 

The mean annual temperature of the coast region is considerably 
higher than that of the interior ; yet, in consequence of the great 
depth of the snow fall and persistently clouded character of the skies, 
the Coast Ranges are found to support numerous and massive gla
ciers, wliile these are almost or altogether absent in the Cassiar 
Mountains, in the mountains about Frances Lake and in the other 
ranges seen by us in the interior. The heavy accumulation of snow 
upon the Coast Mountains and in their valleys, retards the progress 
of spring, as is very clearly evidenced on the Stikine, and explained 
more fully elsewhere. The depth of snow in winter continues to 
be inconsiderable OL' moderate, at least as far down the Pelly (Yukon) 
as the mouth of Stewart River and Forty-mile Creek, while at 
Nulato, on the lower river and in a similar latitude, but 500 miles 
further west, the depth of snow from April to November is said to 
average eight feet and often to reach twelve feet. t Mr. Dall also 
writes: "The valley of the Lower Yukon is somewhat foggy in the 
latter part of summer; but as we ascend the river the climate 
improves, and the short season at Fort Yukon is dry, but pleasant, 
only varied by an occasional shqwer." Relatively to the country of 
the Uppet· Yukon basin, the advent of spring is much retarded in the 
country to the west, and it is stated that on the river below N ulato 

*A mean of the total annual precipitation for Fort Tongass, \Vrangell and Sitka 
gives a general mean for the coast of 86·84 inches. 

t Alaska and its R esources, IV. H. Dall, 1870, p. 437. 
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alder buds were found just opening and tender leaves beginning to 
appear on the 4th of June. These and other facts seem to show 
conclusively, that in the absence of a continuous mountain barrier in 
that region, the humid winds of the Pacific are enabled to push 
eastward a long way up the Yukon valley, carrying with them the 
belt of heavy snowfall, which ceases to be conterminous with the 
Coast Mountains, as it is to the south-eastward. 

As in the more southern parts of British Columbia, the dryest Dry belts. 

country is found to occur in a belt bordering the eastern or lee side of 
the Coast Ranges, and this phenomenon recurs, though in a Jess 
marked degree, in connection with each of the well defined mountain 
ranges of the interior. Thus a region of greater humidity is found 
near Dease Lake, on the western side of the Cassiar Mountains, with 
a dry belt on the east side of the range; while humid conditions, with 
recurrent showers in summer, characterize the district in the vicinity 
of Frances and Finlayson lakes. Further illustrations of this fact, 
with other climatic observations, will be found in the body of this 
report. 

A noteworthy circumstance in connection with the Stikine valley, Summer and 

the passes leading from the head of Lynn Canal, and doubtless in all winter winds. 

the low gaps in the Coast Ranges, is the change in direction as be-
tween the summer and winter winds. During the summer strong winds 
blowing up these valleys inland, are of very frequent occurrence and 
they commonly freshen in the afternoon and die away toward night. 
In the winter months the conditions are precisely reversed, the 
strongest winds blowing seaward. The summer winds are doubtless 
homologous with the sea breezes observed in many other regions, 
while the direction of the winter winds probably depends on the 
exist.ence of a persistent anti-cyclonic area in the interior during that 
season. 

The temperature of Wrangell, just off the mouth of the Stikine, may Temperatures 

P robably be taken as fairly representative of that of the coast in these ?ftco!LSt and m er1or. 
latitudes. For the interior region, here particularly treated of, we are 
unfortunately without a series of thermometer readings extending even 
over a single year, but some idea of its climate may be formed from 
that of Fort Yukon, which is, however, situated far to the north, almost 
exactly on the arctic circle. The mean seasonal temperatures for these 
two stations may be compared as below.*-

*From the United States Coast Pilot, Alaska, Part I., 1883, p. 269. 
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Wrangell. Fort Yukon. 
Spring ............ . 40·4 14·6 
Summer . . . . . . . . .. 57'1 56-7 
Autumn ........... . 43·0 17·4 
Winter . . ......... . 28·3 -23·8 
Year .............. . 42·2 16·8 

In the central provinces of European Russia, the thermometer 
descends to -22° and -31°, and occasionally even to -54°, in the 
winter months, but rises at times to 104° and even to 109° in summer. 
The rainfall is small, varying from sixteen to twenty-eight inches, 
the maximum precipitation taking place during the summer months, 
and not, as in western Europe, .in the winter, while the months of 
advanced spring are warmer than the corresponding months of 
autumn. t So far as our information goes, the above statemPnt might 
almost be adopted as characterizing the climate of the southern half of 
the Yukon district. 

Crops and At Telegraph Creek and in its vicinity on the Stikine, to the east of 
culti,·ation. 

the Coast Ranges (!at. 58°), wheat, barley and potatoes are successfully 
grown with the aid of irrigation. Their cultivation has so far been 
attempted on a limited scale only, on account of the want of any mar
ket, and wheat has been grown only experimentally, as it cannot, like 
barley, be employed for feeding pack-animals. None of these crops 
can be successfully grown or ripened on the coastward side of the 
mountains. At Fort Yukon (situated, as above noted, on the arctic 
circle) Mr. Dall states he was informed that barley had once or 
twice been tried in small patches and h:td succeeded in maturing the 
grain, though the straw was very short. t A few cattle were also 
kept here at one time, when the post was in the possession of the 
Hudson's Bay Company. Petroff, in his Census Report on Alaska, 
endeavours to discredit Dall's statement as to the growth of barley at 
this northern point, but I am fortunately in possession of independent 
evidence as to its accuracy, the late Mr. James Anderson, of the Rud'. 
son's Bay Company, having noted in an otlicinl report on the district 
that both potatoes and barley have been grown at the fort. 

Conclusion" as Taking into consideration all the facts which I have been able to 
!~~~~lit~~e. obtain, as well as those to be derived from an examination of the 

natural flora of the country, and the observed advance of vegetation, 
which, in the absence of actual experiments, are capable of affording 
valuable data, I feel no hesitation in stating my belief that such hardy 

t Encyclopedia Britannica, vol. xxi., i'· 67. 
t Op. cit., p. 441. 
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crops as barley, rye, turnips and flax can be successfully cultivated in 
the Yukon district as far north as the former position of Fort Selkirk, 
near the 63rd parallel, or in other words about 1000 miles nol'th of 
Victoria. Taken in conjunction with the physical features of the 
region, this means, that chiefly within the drainage area of the Yukon, 
and for the most part to the north of the 60th parallel, there exists an 
area of about 60,000 square miles, of which a large proportion may
and doubtless in the future will-be utilized for the cultivation of such 
crops, and in which cattle and horses might be mainLained in sufficient 
number for local purposes, without undue labour, as excellent summer 
grazing is generally to be found aiong the river-valleys and natural 
hay-meadows are frequent. I do not maintain that the country is 
suitable for immediate occupation by a large, self-supporting agricul
tural community, but hold that agriculture may before many years 
be successfully prosecuted, in conjunction with the natural develop
ment of the other resources of this great country, of which by far the 
most valuable portion lies to the east of the line of the Alaskan 
boundary. 

A note on the distribution of the various species of trees and on tha.t Trees. 

of some of the herbaceous plants forms a separate section of this report 
(Appendix I.), while in Appendix III., Prof. Macoun gives a list of the 
plants c0llected. ·X-

Remarks on the quantity and quality of timber along the various Timber. 

routes are gi,·en under the local headings. It may suffice here to state, 
in this connection, that the country is generally wooded, t and that in 
all portions of it, in valleys and on low lands, there is an abundance of 
white sprnce, of fair to good quality, well suited for purposes of con
struction. The other species of trees present are of inferior economic 
importance. 

Fauna. 

The fauna of the region traverse] by us, does not differ notably from L:i.rger ani

that of other parts of the northern country which are already mod- mals noted. 

erately well known. There are, no doubt, many interesting points yet 
to be determined in respect to distribution, but our oppol'tunities for 
obtaining information of thi8 kind were very limited. The smaller 
black-tailed deer ( Cariaciis Coliimbianus) occurs on the islands of the 
southern portion of Alaska and the adjacent mainland coast, but is 
nowhere found on the inland side of the Coast Ranges. The mountain 

*[These are not here reprinted.] 
t ~ o areas cf tmidra or frozen morass, such as are stated to be characteristic of 

the count1y of the Lower Yukon, were found in the region here reported on. 
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goat is moderately abundant in the Coast Ranges, and is also found in 
the mountainous inland regions, probably throughout. The big-horn 
or mountain sheep occurs, together with the last mentioned animal, 
on the mountains about the head of the Lewes and other parts of the 
inland spurs of the Coast Ranges, but does not inhabit the seaward 
portions of these ranges. It is also found generally in the mountains 
of the interior, including the Rocky Mountains. 

The moose is more or less abundant throughout the entire inland 
region, and together with the caribou, which is similarly ubiquitous, 
com;titutes a great part of the food of the Indians. We found the 
moose particularly plentiful along the Upper Liard River, and it is 
stated that the country drained by the White River is noted among 
the Indians as a moose and beaver region. The caribou is everywhere 
common, but is scarcely seen in the val!Ays or lower country during 
the summer, when it ranges over the high, alpine moors and open 
slopes of the mountains. 

The black and grizzly bears roam over the entire region and are 
often seen along the banks of the rivers in the latter part of the sum
mer when dead or dying salmon are to be obtained with ease. Wolves 
are not particularly abundant, but the cross, black and silver-fox are 
more than usually common. 

The smaller fur-bearing animals, being similar to those found gene
rally in the northern parts of the continent, do not require separate 
enumeration. The entire Upper Yukon basin, however, yields furs of 
exceptionally high grade. Some notes as to the quantity annually 
obtained from the region will be found in a subsequent paragraph (p. 
25 B). 

Among a few skins brought back by us, is that of a mouse which 
Dr. C. H. Merriam has found to be a new species, and bas described 
under the name of Evotomys Dawsoni. * 

The salmon ascend tne Lewes River as far as the lower end of 
Lake Marsh, where they were seen in considerable numbers early in 
Septe.mber. They also, according to the Indians, run almost to the 
head-waters of the streams tributary to the Lewes on the east side. 
Salmon also run up the Pelly for a considerable distance abovf\ the 
mouth of the Lewes, but their precise limit on this river was not 
ascertained. The lakes and rivers generally throughout the country 
are well supplied with fish, and a small party on any of the larger lakes 
would run little risk of starvation during the winter, if provided with 
a couple of good gill-nets and able to devote themselves to laying in 
a stock of fish in the late autumn. 

*American Naturalist, July, 1888. 
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As might be anticipated from the interlocking of streams tri- Other fishes. 

butary to the Mackenzie and Yukon in this region, the fishes in both 
drainage-areas appear to be identical, so far as I was able to observe, 
with the exception of the salmon, which, is of course, confined to the 
Yukon tributaries. The principal fishes noticed are white-fish (Core-
gonus Nelsoni), lake trout (Salvelinus Namaycush), grayling ('l.'hy-
mallus signifer), pike (Esox lucius), and sucker (Catostomus catos-
tomus). The names above given are on the authority of Dr. T. H. 
Bean, of the U. S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries, who has very 
obligingly examined for me the photographs of fishes which were taken. 
No photograph, unfortunately, was obtained of the salmon seen on the 
Lewes, etc., but Dr. Bean informs me, from my description of its size, 
that he has little doubt it was thA king salmon, Oncorhynchns chuicha. 

Appendix IV. includes a list by Mr. James Fletcher, F.R.S.O., of Insects. 
the species of insects collected.* 

Mining and Minerals. 

Mining has so far been confined, within the Oa~siar district. and in Placer gold-

1,he Upper Yukon basin, to the working of gold placers, and in the mining. 

latter, almost entirely to river-bar mining, the inception of which 
indeed dates only from 1880. Particulars with reference to the rich 
creeks of Oassiar will be found elsewhere, and facts relating to the 
rivers tributary to the Yukon on a later page. Almo<>t all the large 
streams which have been prospected in the Yukon busin, have been found 
to yield placer gold in grf:'ater or less quantity and the aggregate length 
of the rivers thus already proved to afford gold is very great, but little 
has been done toward the examination of their innumemble smaller 
feeders. Similar river-bar mining on the Stikine and Liard rivers 
preceded the discovery of the smaller ct·eeks in which the richer de-
posits of "hefLvy" gold were obtained, and a few milrs in length each 
of Dease, Thibert and Mc Dame creeks produced the grefLter portion of 
the $2,000,000 worth of gold credited to Oassiar in 1874 and 1875. 
Discoveries similar to these may be expected to occur at any time in 
the Yukon district, the generally auriferous area of which already 
proved is very much greater than that of Oassiar. Scarcely anything :.\Ietalliferous 

has been done as yet, even in the Oassiar district, toward the search veins. 

for or proving of metalliferous veins, and practically nothing in the 
Yukon district, but, there can be no reasonable doubt that such deposits 

* [Not here reprinted.] 
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exist.* The present activity in mining enterprise m the southern 
part of British Columbia will, before long, spread to tnis northern 
region also, and then, if not before, its valuable character as a portion 
of the metalliferous belt of the continent will be realized. 

Imvortance of The Yukon district with the r:;orthern part of British Columbia, 
metalliferous 
oelt. measured from the vicinity of Dease Lake to the intersection of the 

Bearings of 
clirnate on 
mining. 

Statistics of 
gold. 

Asbestus. 

Pelly (Yukon) with the 14lst meridian comprises a length of over 
500 miles of the Cordillera belt of the west, which, whet·ever it has 
been examined, has been found rich in minerals and particularly in 
the deposits of the precious metals. The width of this particular 
part of the Cordillera belt is also great, as it appears, so far as our 
explorations have g1me, to extend from the coast to the eastern ranges 
of the Rocky Mountains in the vidnity of the Mackenzie River. This 
portion of the Cordillera region, togethP.r with that of the more 
southern part of British Columbia, gives an aggregate length of 
betw,en 1200 and 1300 miles, almost exactly equa,l to the length of 
the same metalliferous belt contained by the U nitect States, and in all 
probability susceptible of an eventual mining development equally 
great. 

In the northern districts here reported on, it is true that the winter 
climate is a severe one, rendering the working season for ordinary 
placer-mines short and likely also to present some special difficulties 
in the way of "quartz mining." There is, however, on the other hand, 
an abundance of wood and water, matters of great importance in 
connection with mining, and means of communication once provided, 
mining operations should be carried on here at less cost than in dry 
and woodless regions such as are great portions of Arizona. 

Statistics of the former and present gold production of Cassiar are 
given in connection with that district, on a later page. It is difficult 
if not impossible to arrive at even an approximate statement of the 
total amount of gold which has befln so far afforded by the Yukon 
district, but from such inquiry as I was able to make in 1887, I 
estimated the value of gold obtained in that year at a minimum of 
$60,000; the number of men engaged in mining at 250. 

A specimen of asbestus (chrysotile) being part of a small vein of 
that material about an inch in thickness, has been brought from 
the Stewart River, and the occurrence of serpentine in large mass 
elsewhere, t.ends to show that workable asbestus deposits may yet be 
found in that region. 

*A specimen of galena obtained from l\foDame Creek, Cassiar, was found to con
tain 75 ounces of silver to the ton and of seven specimens of veinstuff collected by 
us on the Upper Pelly and Lewt>s, five proved to contain distinct traces of gold on 
nssay. 
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Platinum is founrl in small quantities along all or nearly all the Platinum. 
tributaries of the Yukon, in association with the gold. It has also 
been observed in the Cassiar district. 

Fu1· Trade. 

Uold and furs are at present the only articles of value derived from Exports 
the great region here referred to as the Yukon district. It is im- of furs. 
possible to secure accurate information as to the value of furs annually 
obtained, but sufficient is known to show that it must be very con
siderable. Petroff, in his report, si;n,tes that the total annual value of 
the furs shipped by the Yukon probably does not exceed $75,000, * 
and it is known that a great, if not the greater, portion of this total 
is derived from the region lying east of the 14lst meridian. Dall 
states that, at the date of his visit ( 1867), the value of furs annually 
obtained at Fort Yukon, then maintained by the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, was not less than $50,000. Captain Raymond notes that the 
total number of skins collected in 1869, at this place, was stated at 
10,000, but adds that he believes this estimate to be excessive. t Prac-
tically the whole of these may be regarded as having been brought by 
Indian~ from the region east of the Alaskan line. An approximate 
estimate of the furs del'ived from Canadian territory and taken down 
the Yukon, obtained from Mr. Fran~ois Mercier, who spent many 
years trading on the river, places the annual value at about $27,000. 
The annual catch is made up, according to the same authority, about 
as follows :-

Beaver. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1200 to 1500 skins. 
CrosH fox . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . 100 " 
Black fox. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 " 
Red fox . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 " 
Dear. 
l\.fat·ten . . . .. . ........•....... . •...... 
Otter ....................... . ........... . .. . 
Minic 
Lynx ..................................... . 
\Volverine .................................. . 
Wolf ....................... . ........ . 

300 " 
4000 " 

200 " 
2000 " 

600 ,, 

150 " 
100 " 

9350 " 

In addition, however, to the furs taken from the Yukon district by 
h. l H d ' B C b . l Routes of t is route, t 1e u sons ay ornpany o tarns a arge quantity of skins export of furs. 

from their poRts on the Porcupine, which reach the market by the 

*Report on the l'opnlation, Industries and Resources of Alaska, p. 5, U. S. lOth 
Census, vol. viii. 

t Op. cit. p. 115. 
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Mackenzie River route. A certain number of skins derived from the 
country north of British Columbia is, further, annually traded at the 
little post at the mouth of Dease River, and taken out by the Stikine. 
A considerable quantity of furs also each year finds it~ way by the 
Chilkoot and Chilkat passes to the head of Lynn Canal, and some are 
brought down by the Taku River to the coast, though the greater part 
of these last is probably derived from the north-western corner of the 
province of British Columbia. Information obtained on the spot indi
cates that the value of the furs reaching Lynn Canal from the interior 
is from $12,000 to $15,000 annually. 

Economic Importance of the Region. 

Without including the northern part of British Columbia, respecting 
which more has already been made known, but restricting ourselves to 
the great are11. of 192,000 square miles situated to the north of the 60th 
parallel and west of the Rocky Mountains, which I have referred to as 
the Yukon district, it may be said that the information now obtained 
is sufficient to warrant a confident belief in its great value. Very 
much yet remains to be learned respecting it, but it is known to be 
rich in furs, well supplied with timber, and it is traversed by a great 
length of navigable rive1·s. It is already yielding a considerable 
yearly product in gold, and presents every indication of a country rich 
as well in other metals, and including deposits of coal. In its southern 
portion, situated between the 60th and 65th degrees of latitude, is 
comprised an area of probably not less than 30,000 square miles, 
suitable for eventual agricultural occupation, and presenting none of 
the characters of a sub-arctic region, which have, in advance of its 
exploration, been attributed to it by some writers. In each of these 
pa;:ticulars and in climate it is greatly superior to the corresponding 
inland portion of the territory of Alaska. It may, in fact, be affirmed 
with little room for doubt, that the region here spoken of as the 
Yukon district surpasses in material rP-sources the whole remaining 
northern interior portion of the continent between the same parallels 
of latitude. 

The winter climate of the whole of this great region is known to be 
a severe one, and its northern extremity lies within the arctic circle, 
but it must be remembered that the climatic conditions on the ~'estern 
and eastern sides of the continent are by no means comparable, and 
that the isothermal lines representing the mean annual temperature, 
trend not. westward but north-westward from the Manitoba region. 
The lines, in particular, which would represent the mean summer tern-
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perature would assume, in the far north-west, a proximate parallelism 
with the Pacific coast, instead of tending to follow lines of latitude. 
It is needless here to recapitulate the well known causes which produce 
this remarkable difference in climate, but the lines as already approxi
mately drawn upon the maps, represent in a generalized form the 
aggregate of influences which, working together, produce at the site 
of old Fort Selkirk on the 63rd parallel of latitude in the Upper 
Yukon basin, an attractive landscape, decked with well-grown forests 
and with intervening slopes of smiling meadow, while in the same 
latitude in Hudson Strait we find, even at midsummer, merely a barren 
waste of rocks and ice. 

To instance a region which reproduces the general conditions oft.he Comparison 

Yukon district and adjacent northern portions of British Columbia "ith province 
· ' of V ologda. 

we mm.it turn to the inland provinces of Russia, to which allusion 
has already been made in connection with climatic features. The 
province of V ologda, in European Russia, appears to offer the nearest 
parallel. It is cii·cumstanced relatively to the western shores of Europe, 
as is this district to the western shores of the North American con-
tinent. Its ·area is 155,498 square miles, situated between the 58th 
and 65th degrees of latitude. The climate in both cases is a continental 
one, in which severe winters alternate with warm summers, and the 
actual degrees of cold and heat, so far as our information goes, are not 
dissimilar. There is no very heavy rainfall in either region, such as we 
find near the western coasts bordering on the Atlantic and on the 
Pacific respectively. The agricultural products from the province of 
V ologda are oats, rye, barley, hemp, flax and pulse. The mineral 
products comprise salt., copper, iron and ma.rble, but the precious 
metals do not appear to be important, as in the Yukr:m district. Horses 
and cattle are reared, and the skins of various wild animals, as well as 
pitch and turpentine, are among the experts. The population of t.he 
province is stated at 1,161,000. 

While the Yukon district and the northern portion of British Colum- Ultnnate 

bia are at present far beyond the limits of ordinary settlement, we ~:svue;~a.ment 
may be prepared at any time to hear of the discovery of important 
mineral deposits, which will afford the necessary impetus, and may 
result, in the course of a few years, in the introduction of a consider-
able population into even its most distant fastnes>es. To-day it may 
well be cha,racterized by the term which has been employed in connec-
tion with the Mackenzie basin, a portion of "Canada's Great Reserve." 
It appears mflanwhile eminently desirable that we should encourage 
and facilitate, in so far as may be possible, the efforts of the miners 
and others who constitute our true pioneers in the region, and to 
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whom, in conjunction with the fur companies and traders, the peace
ful conquest of the whole of our Great \Vest has been due. In the 
future, there is every reason to look forward to the time when this 
country will support a large and hardy population, attached to the soil 
and making the utmost of its resources. 

GENERAL GEOLOGY. 

In a reconnaissance carried out along a single line, in which the 
greater part of one's time is necessarily occupied in overcoming the diffi
culties of the route and in securing the necessary geographical data, it is 
difficult to obtain any very complete knowledge of a region geologically 
complicated. In the present case this difficulty is increased by the 
circumstances that the geology of the corresponding portion of the 
Cordillera belt in the southern part of British Columbia, is as yet very 
imperfectly understood, though considerable attention. has been devoted 
to it ; while with respect to the older rocks of the analogous region in 
the western part of the United States very little publi~hed informa
tion of a systematic kind is available. 

Speaking broadly, however, and with reference to the general fea
tures of the region, the rock-series represented are evidently similar to 
those found in the southern portion of British Columbia between the 
Rocky ;\fountains and the coast., and an important general result of 
the work here reported on, is the further demonstration of the great 
constancy in lithological characters of the several formations, when 
followed in the direction of the main north west and south-east axes 
of uplift-a constancy which contrasts markedly with the diversity 
found when comparisons are made as between localities situated at 
right angles to this direction. 

Rocks of the The Uoast B.anges, where traversed by the valley of the Stikine, and 
Coast RangPs. again where crossed still further north by the OhilkooL Pass, are found 

to consist, for the most part, of granite and granitoicl rocks, almost 
invariably of gray colour and frequently rich in hornblencle. With 
these are occasionally included stratified or stratiform masses of mica
and hornblende-schists, and both these and the granites are frequently 
traversed by pegmatite veins, diabase dykes and intrusive masses of 
coarse diorite. The schistose portions of these ranges may possibly 
represent the still recognizable remnants of rocks of A.rchrean age, or 
m:iy be merely portions of much newer series which have sufl:ered 
extreme alteration 

No demonstration of the date of the origin of the granit.ic rocks of 
the Coast Ranges was obtained in this region, but there is every reason 
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to believe that it is comparatively recent, and due to a time lying be
tween the Trias8ic and the Cretaceoux, as has been found Lo be the 
case with their continuation to the south, near the northern part of 
Vancouver Island.* 

The argillites of Wrangell, together with those met with near Rocks of the 

Juneau, and at Sitka, on the Alaskan coast, and also in various placeH cna
1
,t 

1 arc npe ago. 
along the east side of Lynn Canal, togethei' with the altered volcanic 
ro~ks found in association with these on Lynn Can•1l and elsewhere 
(exitmined by me particularly in the vicinity of Seduction Point), 
closely retJPmble rocks of the same c}n.!>S composi11g the Vancouver 
group of the Queen Chn.rlotte and Vancouver islands. Though no 
fossils wP-re obtained at these northern localities, the rocks may, like 
those just referred to, be provisionally classed as Triassic, with the 
reservation, (as made in the case of the similar eries of the Queen 
Charlotte and Vancouver islands), that Palmozoic strata may also be 
represented. 

The width of the belt of granitoirl rocks composing the Coast Rangt>s General 
. 1 S .k. b t . t fi ·1 <l f I . features of IS, on t rn tI ine, a ou SIX y · ve m1 es, mPasu re rom t 1e1r flea- coast belt. 

border inland at right angles to the main direction of the mounL:iins. 
It is somewhat less in the latitude of the Chilkoot Pass, but mn.y be 
assumed to occupy a border of the mainland about fifty miles in width 
along the whole of this part of the coast. Broadly viewed, however, 
the coast archipelago in reality represents a partly submerged margin 
of the Coast Ranges, and c:mnitic rocks are largely represented in it 
also. The examination of these two northern cross-sections of the 
Coast R:inges, serves, with observations previously made, to demon-
strate the practical identity in geological character of this gretit 
orographic axis, from the ,·icinity of the Fraser River to the 60th 
parallel of north latitude-a length, in all, of about 900 miles. 

E>tst and north-east of the Coast Ranges, the interior region tra- Formations of 

d · f j fi d b p 1 · k f . tlw interior verse IS, or t ie most part, oore y a t-eozo1c roe s o very varied region. 

appearance, and probably referable to several of the main subdivisions 
of the geological scale. In so far as the information obtained in the 
region here in question enables conclusions on the subject to be formed, 
the lowest part of the rocks, (1) consists of greenish and gray schists 
generally felspathic or hornblendic, but often quartzose and including 
distinctly micaceous and talcose schists, with some bands of limestone; 
the lithological character of this subdivision being exceedingly varied. 
Apparently overlying these :ire, (2) gray and blackish, often lustrous 
and sometimes more or less micaceous calc-schists and quartzites, in-
cluding beds of limestone of moderate thickness, which are often more 

*See Annual Report Geol. surv. Can., 1886. 
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or less dolomitic. These are associated with, or pass up into, (3) black 
argillites or argillite-schists, also containing thin beds of limestone, 
which at one locality on the Dease, have afforded a small number 
of graptolites of Cam bro-Silurian age. Next above these is a series 
(4) consisting chiefly of massive limestones, generally of gray or 
blue-gray colour where unaltered, but often locally changed into white 
or variegated crystalline marbles. These are closely associated with 
quartzites which usually show the peculiar fine-grained cherty character 
of those of the typical Cache Creek series on the Fraser and Thompson 
rivers. The thickness of this subdivision cannot (any more than that 
of those previously mentioned) be stated with precision, but that of 
the limestones alone must be several thousand feet in some places. 
On the Dease, on the Frances, and again on Tagish Lake, fossils of 
Carboniferous age, including more particularly a species of Fusiilina, 
have been detected in some beds of this limestone series, probably 
belonging to its upper portion. Forms of the genus Fusulina are 
characteristic in certain zones of the Carboniferous limestone in Cali
fornia. They have been found by the writer in a number of places in 
British Columbia, which, with the discoveries here reported on, occur 
at intervals along a belt of country to the north-east of the Coast 
Ranges for a distance of over 800 miles. The limestone last-mentioned 
appears to be conformably followed or even in part interbedded with (5) 
a great mass of more or less evidently stratified rocks of volcanic origin, 
comprising amygdaloids, agglomerates, and other more massive ma
terials which apparently represent old lava-flows. All these are highly 
altered, so much so that in some cases their original physical character 
is scarcely demonstrable, while they have suffered changes also in con
stitution, having been converted for the most part into diabases. 

Analogy with the southern portions of British Columbia which I 
have examined, leads me to believe that the greater part of these 
volcanic materials are also to be classed as of Carboniferous age, but it 
is quite pTobable that here, as to the south, they comprise as well rocks 
of similar appearance which are of Triassic age, but which we are at 
present unable to separate from them. This is further rendered 
probable by the occurrence iu certain black argillites at Glenora, on 
the Stikine, of Triassic fossils (p. 50) and by the discovery by Mr· 
McConnell of fossils of this age on the Lower Liard River, some dis
tance to the east of the region covered by this report.* 

Relations of No unconformity has been proved to occur throughout the whole of 
therockseriPs. the above Palreowic series, b ut the examinations made were scarcely 

of a sufficiently detailed nature for the detection of any stratigraphical 

*See Summary Report of the Operations of the Geological Survey for 1887, p. 11. 
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break unless of a very obvious character. Respecting the first
mentioned of the above subdivisions, I feel some doubt as to whether 
it really constitutes a lower member of tha series or whether it may re
present some of the other members-particula.rly the rocks of volcanic 
origin-in a highly altered str1te, as seems, from late observations, to be 
the case with rocks of similar appearance in southern British Columbia. 
The proximity of the rocks classed under the first subdivision to 
certain granitic axes is equally explicable on either hypothesis. It must 
also be added that there appears to be a recurrence of rock materials 
originally volcanic, in greater or less force in several parts of the 
series, and that important beds of serpentine occur at one or more 
horizons. 

For the purpose of a8sisting future more complete inquiry, and in Geological 

view of the tentative character of the classification here offered, the notes on map. 

more important details observed are noted on the face of the map 
accompanying this report, for which it would be premature to attempt 
a geological colouring. 

The preponderantly Palreozoic floor of the region east of the granites 1 t . 
n er1or 

of the Coast Ranges, is broken through on two main lines by granite granitic axes. 

axes. The first of these is cut across by the Dease River a short dis-
tance below Dease Lake, and was again met with-over 300 miles north
westward-on the Pelly near the mouth of the Macmillan. Though re-
ferred to as a single granitic axis, this uplift probably consists rather of 
a series of alternating and more or less irregularly shaped granitic 
masses, which, however, preserve a general alignment. There are on the 
Upper Pelly in fact three separate granitic ridges in place of the single 
one met with on the Dease. In close association with these granites 
are some gneissic rocks and holocrystalline mica and hornblende-schists, 
which have not been referred to in previous paragraphs as they are 
regarded as probably Archrean, rather than as representing highly 
altered Palreozoic rocks. A smfLll tongue of granite occurs on the Lewes 
a few miles above the mouth of the Little 8almon, which may be con-
nected with the south-western side of this granitic axis, but with this 
exception its continuity between the Dease and Pelly is indicated merely 
by the stat.etnent of Mr. J. McCormick that granites and mica-schists 
occur on the south-west side of Quiet Lake and near the Big Salmon 
River, below that lake. Its further extension in a north-westerly 
bearing is, however, proved by the occurrence of a great preponder-
ance of rocks of the same character in the collection made by Mr. 
Ogilvie* on the lower Pelly or Yukon, between the mouth of the Lewes 
and Forty-mile Creek. 

*Sent out by him in charge of the latest party of miners in the 11.utumn of 1887. 
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Connection of On comparing the position of this irregular granitic axis and its 
goldk with the surrounding altered rocks (in part referable to several of the Palreozoic 
roe series. 

Granites of 
'foo-tsho 
Range. 

Age of 
grnnites. 

subdivisions previously described) with that of the richer deposits of 
placer gold so far discovered and worked, it will be found that they 
are closely associated. The chief placers and river-bars are, in fact, 
scattered along this line or belt, and extend, like it, all the way from 
Dease Lake and l\fcDame Creek to Forty-mile Creek. Evidence was 
moreover found on the Pelly, to show that the deve~opment of quartz 
veins in the Palreozoic rocks had occurred contemporaneously with the 
upheaval of the granites, and probably by some action superinduced 
by the granite masses themselves while still in a formn.ti ve condition. 
While cutting the stratified rocks, the quartz-veins rnldom or never cut 
the granite masses in this district. These observations should afford 
an important clue to the further search for amifcrous ground, as well 
as for the lodes from which the placer gold has itself been derived. 

Of the second granitic axis of the interior region very little is yet 
known, but it is probable that it is still less regular in character than 
the last. It occurs in the mountainous region to the east of Frances 
Lake and River, and probably also in the vicinity of the Pell_y Lakes. 
Its lithological characters and those of the rocks in its neighbourhood 
are similar to thos 0 of the last described, and here again in its vicinity, 
on Frances J,ake and on the LL1rd paying gold placers have been 
found. The district il:i, however, so difficult of access that it can 
scarcely a~ yet be said to have been at all prospected. 

I am inclined to believe that the two granitic axes of the interior 
region above described are of much greater age than that of the Coast 
Ranges. The reasons for assigning a comparatively late date to the 
latter have already been alluded to. It is found, too, tha.t while the 
stratified rocks usually conform to an as0ending order in receding from 
these granitic axes, there is evidence along the north-eastern flanks 
of the Coast Ranges of an irregular line of junction, and though on the 
Stikine the Palreozoic rocks appear to rest upon the granites of the 
Coast Ranges, the supposed lower members of the series are not seen, 
while on the lakes near the head of the Lewes some of the upper por
tions of the Palreozoic are directly in contact with, and have apparently 
be'm broken through by the granites. The granitoid rocks of the 
interior region are, moreover, different in general appearance from 
those of the Coast Ranges, and resemble more closely the probably 
Archrean granites of the Gold RangP-s in southern British Columbia. 

Lithologically the granites and granitoid rocks of the Coast Ranges 
Lithological 
character. are generally fresh and unaltered in appearance, gray in colour and 
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not often distinctly foliated, while those of the ranges of the interior 
show evidence of considerable alteration subrnquent to their formation, 
are more highly quartzose and often reddish in tint. Some particulars 
respecting a few of the granites of the region which have been micro
scopically examined by :Jfr. F. D. Adams are given elsewhere. 

Besides the Triassic rocks previously referred to, the Jl.Iesozoic Cretaceous. 
· d · l 1 b £ C d L . and Laramie peno is representec a so y strata o retaceous an aramie age. rocks. 

These rocks are distinctively more recent in appearance than, and rest 
quite unconformably on all the older formations, though they have since 
been to some extent involved in their flexures. On the lower part of the 
Lewes, below the mouth of the Little Salmon, these rocks are cut across 
by the river for a distance of at least thirty-five miles. Some fossil mol-
luscs and plants have been obtained from this area, from which it 
would appear to include beds referable to the Middle or Lower Cre
taceous and to the Laramie period, and it is not improbable that 
the series is a consecutive one between these limits, as the total 
thickness represented must he very great. The strike of these beds 
varies much in direction, and the angles of dip are so irregular that no 
even proximate estimate of thickness could be formed, and it is impos
sible to arrive at any definite conclusion with respect to the trend of 
the basin in which they lie. The rocks comprise, in their lower por-
tion, coarse conglomerates, grauwacke-sandstones, yellowish and gray 
quartzose sandstones and dark calcareous slates. The upper portion, 
in which Laramie plants are found, consists chiefly of rather soft sand
stones, shales and cla.ys, generally of pale colours. Evidence of con
temperaneous ,-o\canic action is observable in both parts of the series, 
and the higher beds include lignite-coal of good quality. 

Some miles further up the Lewes, midway between the Little and 
Big Salmon rivers, peculiar green, grauwacke-sandstones and green, 
highly calcareous conglomeratP.s occur, which are also provisionally 
referred, though with some doubt, to the Cretaceous. They are at 
least newer than the Palreozoic rocks, being composed of fragments of 
these and of the granites. 

Conglomerates and sandstones similar to the last are again found Cretaceous of 
near the lower end of Lake Labarge, on the east side, and are as>o- LakcLabarge. 
ciated with black calcareous slates, which recur in several places along 
the same side of the lake, further up, and from which a few fossils 
have been obtained. These seem to show that the beds are on or near 
the horizon of Series C, of the Queen Charlotte Islands, which is of 
'Middle Cretaceous age, approximately equivalent to the Gault. 

On the Upper Pelly River, forty-three miles below Hoole Cail on, a Cretaceous of 
single low outcrop of hard, dark shales, containing fossil plants of Upper Pelly. 

3 
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·Cretaceous or Laramie age was found, but in the absence of further 
exposures along the river in that vicinity, nothing can be said of the 
extent of this area, except that it must be quite limited in width. 
Again, on the Stikine River, between Glenora and Telegraph Creek, 
there are local occurrences of conglomerates and soft sandstones which 
may be regarded as probably Cretaceous, though no palreontological 
e'' idence is forthcoming. 

Relations of The position of these last-noted areas, as well as that. of those along 
the Cretaceous the Lewes River, occurring as they do in a zone of country immediately 

within the line of the Coast Ranges, is analogous to that held by Creta
ceous rocks on the Skeena and in other localities Rtill further south
ward in British 8olumbia. Further investigation will prolmbly show 
that rocks of this age occur in many additional places, and occupy 
somewhat extensive areas in this belt of country. In the vicinity of 
the Lewes, particularly, it is noted that the plane of the original base 
of the Cretaceous, now thrown into a number of folds, is about that of 
the present surface of the country, and these rocks may therefore be 
expected to recur frequently in the form of troughs or basins, more or 
less strictly limited and only to be discovered in detail by thorough 
examination. The loose material brought down by the Big Salmon 
River, appears to indicate the existence of a considerable development 
of these rocb not far up the valley of that stream. 

Tertiary rocks No wide-spread Tertiary areas like those of the southern interior 
portion of Briti>h Columbia appear to occur in the region here described. 
The most important occurrence of beds of Lhis age met with, is that 
which occupies the wide valley of the Upper Liard, but its extent to 
the north-west and south-east was not ascertained. The rocks are soft 
shales, sandstones and clays, generally of pale color, and holding beds 
of lignite in Rome places. Flows of basalt either cap theRe rocks or 
are included in their upper portion, and from the considerable a.ngles 
of dip observed, the formation would appear to have suffered some 
flexure subsequent to its deposition. 

Ba.salts. In the Stikine valley, east of the Coast Ranges, important local 
basalt-flows are met with, overlying old river and valley-gravels a.nd 
the lignite reported to exist some miles up the Tahl-tan is, doubtless, 
also of Tertiary age and inferior in po '<ition to the basalts. Basalt 
effusions of a sporadic character may be frequent in other places in the 
region, as such were actually noted in three other widely separated 
loc::ilities, viz., above Hoole Canon on the Pelly, at Miles Canon on the 
Lewes, and aga.in at the confluence of this river with the Pelly. 

Ageofbasalts. The basalts are at least pre-glacial in ago, and though no character
istic fossils were observed in the associated bedded deposits, both may 
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be provisionally classed from their analogy with similar deposits in the 
more southern portion of British Columbia, as Miocene. 

Occurrence of Jade on the L ewes. 

Having become interested in the question of the origin of nephrite Occurrence of 
or jade, on account of its former extensive employment by the natives jade pebbles. 
of the \Vest Coast for the manufacture of implements,* I kept a close 
watch for this mineral along our route, and ultimately succeeded in 
finding several rolled pieces of it in gravel-bars along the Lewes. 
Of the pebbles collected by us, at least five have the specific ~ravity 
and other physical characters of jade, though they have not yet been 
subjected to chemical or microscopical analysis.. Several of these 
are evidently, however, pure and typical jade, of which the finest and 
most characteristic was found by Mr. W. Ogilvie, near Miles Canon. 
This specimen is a pale green translucent to sub-transparent variety 
weighing a pound and three-quarters, after a piece, probably equal to 
about one-fourth of the original mass, had been broken off and unfor-
tunately lost. Some of the specimens collected, but not referred to in 
the above remarks, :tppear to show the passage, by admixture of other 
materials, of the pure jades into various altered rocks of volcanic ori,;in, 
as described in the publimttion above referred to. So far as I have 
been able to ascertain, the discovery of jade here noted is, with one 
exception, the first actually direct one made in the region of the Pacific 
Rlope. The exception above alluded to is that of jade found at the 
Kwichpak mouth of the Yukon during Captain Jacobson's stay in that; 
vicinity and which was obtained by him and taken to Berlin. t 

Glaciation and Surface Devosits. 

Such details as appear to be of interest respecting glaciation, and 
the superficial deposits, are given in the subsequent descriptive portion 
of this report. The general bearings of these are here merely sum
marized in the briefest possible manner. t 

Previous observations in British Columbia§ have shown that at one . 
. 1 Gl . 1 . d h f h . . . Prev10us stage m tie acm peno -t at o t e maximum glacmt10n-a great observations 

confluent ice-mass has occupied the rebcrion which may be named the 1c·n 1Britbi~h 
*See Canadian Record of Science, vol. II., No. 6, April, 1887. 
t See paper by Prof. A. B. Meyer, Jahresbericht des Verein" for Erdkunde zu 

Dre,;den, 188..!. 
t The substance of this summary has been published in :t<l vance in the Geological 

Magazine. Decade III., vol. V., p. 1147 (Aug., 1888). 
§Quart. Journ. Genl. Soc., vol. XXXI. p. 89. vol. XXXIV. p. 272. Canadian 

:c\ aturalist, vol. VIII. 
3t 
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I nterior Plateau, between the Coast Ranges and the Gold and Rocky 
1\Iountain ranges. Fr.)111 t lH' :Fith to the 4flth parallel, thi8 great 
ghcier has left traces of itR gPneral tiOuthward or souLh-eastward move
ment, which are distinct ft·o111 those of subsequent local glaciern. The 
southern extensions or terminations of this confluent glacier, in 
Washington and Idal10 Territories, havP quite recently been examined 
by Mr. Bailley W illis and Prof. T. C. Chamberlin of the U. S. Ueolo
gical Survey,* and their observations tend to confirm the views 
above outlined, which had previously been stated by the writer. 
There is, further, evidence to show that this inland-ice flowed a,lso, by 
transverse valleys and gaps, across the Coast Ranges, and that the 
fiords of the coast were thus deeply filled with glacier-ice, which, 
supplemented by that originating on the Coast Ranges thelllselves, 
buried the entire great valley which separates Vancouver Tsland from 
the mainland, and discharged seaward round both ends of the island. 
Further north, the glacier extending from the mainland coast touched 
the northern shores of the Queen Charlotte Islands. The observed 
facts on which these general statements are based have been fully 
detailed in the publications alt·Pady referred to, and it is not here 
necessary to review former work in the region, further than to enume
rate the main features developed by it, and to connect these with the 
observations made during the summer of 1887, in the more northern 
region described in the present report. 

The littoral of the south-eastern part or "coast strip" of Alaska, 
presents fea,tures identical with those of the previously examined coa,sl 
of British Columbi;i, at least as far north as lat. 59 , beyond which 1 
have not sPen it. The coast archipelago has evidently been involved 
in the border of a confluent, glacier which spread from the mainland 
and "as subject to minor V<triation~ in direction of flow dependent on 
surface irregularities, in the manner described in my repvrt on the' 
northern part of Vaucou ver Island. t No conclusi \-e evidence was 
here found, however, in the valley of the f::itikine B,iver or in the pass 
leading inlnnd from tlie head of Lynn Canal, to show that the inlan<l
ice moved seaward across the Coast l<.anges though analogy with the' 
coast to the south favours the belief that it may have done so. TlH' 
front of the glacier must have passed t he outer border of the archi
pelago, as at t:ltika, well-marked glaciation is found pointing toward 
the open Pacific t (average direction about S. 81 ° W . astr. ). 

*Bulletin U . S. Geol. Survey, No. 40, 1887. 
t Annual Repol't Geol. Surv. CanaJa, 1&85, p. 100 n. 
:t .Mr. G. F. ·wright has already given simila.r general statements with regard to 

this par t of the Coast of Alaska, American Naturnlist, ?.larch, 1887. 
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It is, however, in the interior region, explo1 ed and examined by u~ Glaciation of 

in 1887, between the Coast Ran
0
<res and the R ocky Mountains proper, tlw.interior 

regton. 
and extending northward to lat. 63°, that the most internsting facts 
barn come to light respecting the direction of movement of the Cor
dilleran glacier. Here, in the rnlleys of the Upper Pelly and Lewes, 
traces were found of the movement of heavy glacier-ice in a northerly 
direction. Rock-surfaces thus glaciated were obsen-ed down the Pelly 
to the point at which it crosses the 136th meridian and on the Lewes 
as far north as lat. 61° 40', the main direction i11 the first-named 
valley being north-west, in the second north-north-west. The points 
refened to are not, however, ~poken of as limiting ones, for rock 
exposures suitable for the preservation of glaciation are rather infre-
quent on the lower portions of both rivers, and more extended exami
nation may result in carrying evidence of the same kind further 
toward the less elevated plains of the Lower' Yukon, as elsewhere 
detaile<l. Neither the Pelly valley nor that of the Lewf>s is hemmed 
in by high mountainous country except toward the sources, and while 
local va1fations in direction are met with, the glaciation is not suscep-
tible of explanation by merely local agents, but implies the passage of 
a confluent or more or less connected glacier over the region. 

On Lake Labarge, in the Lewes valley, both the sides and summits 
of rocky hills 300 feet above the water were found to be heavily 
glaciated, the direction on the summit being that of the main (north
north-west) orographic Yalleys, while that at lower levels in the same 
vicinity followed more nearly the immediate valley of the river, which 
here turns locally to the east of north. 

Glaci;iLion was also noted in ;;everal places in the more mountainous 
country to the south of the Yukon basin, in the Dea~e and Liard 
valleys, but the direction of moYement of the ice could not be rleter
mine<l :mtisfactorily, and the influence of local action is there less 
certainly eliminated. 

While the greater part of the area traversed is more or less corn- Depositsoftbe 

pfotely mantled with glacial deposits, it will be obse1TeJ, in referring glacial period. 

to subsequent pac>;es, that t,rue boulder-clay was found in certain parLs 
only of the southern and more mountainous portion of the region, 
while it Rpreads over almost the entire length of the Upper Pelly and 
Lewes valleys, though not found expo,ed quite to their confluence. 
The boulder-clay generally pas~es upward into, and is coYered by, 
important silty beds, analogous to the ioilts of the N cchacco basin, 
further sou th in British Columbia, and to those of the Peace River 
country to the east of the Hocky Mountains. It may be Rtated also 
that the country is generally terraced to a height of 4000 feet or 
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more, while on an isolated mountain-top near the height-of-land 
between the Liard and the Pelly rivers (Pacific-Arctic watershed) 
rolled gravel of varied origin was found at a height of 4300 feet, a 
height exceeding that of the actual watershed by over 1000 feet. 

No remains of mastodon or mammoth were observed in the country 
traversed by us, but according to Campbell such remains occur not far 
from the site of Fort Selkirk, and they are known to be moderately 
abundant at points further down the river. Sir J. Richardson speaks 
of a tibia of Elephas primigenius sent to England by Roderic (Robert) 
Campbell from this region.* 

Reverting to the statements made as to the direction of the general 
glaciation, the examination of this northern region may now be con
sidered to have established that the main gathering-ground or neve 
of what I have cal)ed the great Cordilleran glacier or conEluent 
glacier-mass of the West Coast, was included between the 55th and 
59th parallels of latitude, a region which, so far as explored, has 
proved to be of an exceptionally mountainous character. It would 
further appear that this great glacier extended, between the Coast 
Ranges and the Rocky Mountains, south-eastward nearly to lat. 48°, 
and north-westward to lat. 63°, or beyond, while sending also smaller· 
streams to the Pacific Coast. 

In connection with the northerly direction of ice-flow here ascertained, 
it is interesting to recall the observations which I have collected in a 
recently published report of the Geological Survey, relating to the 
northern portion of the continent east of the Mackenzie River. t It is 
there stated that for the Arctic coast of the continent, and the islands 
of the archipelago off it, there is a considerable volume of evidence to 
show that the main direction of movement of erratics was northwarcl. 
The most striking facts are those derived from Prof. S. Haughton's 
Appendix to M'Olintock's Voyage, where the occurrence is described 
of boulders and pebbles from North Somerset, at localities 100 and 135 
mile.:; north-eastward and north-westward from their supposed points of 
origm. Prof. Haughton also states that the east side of King William's 
Land is strewn with boulders of gneiss like that of ".Vrontreal Island, to 
the southward, and points out the general northward ice-movement 
thus indicnted, referring the carriage of the boulders to floating-ice of 
the glacial period. 

The copper said to be picked up in large masses by the Eskimo, near 
Princess Royal Island, in Prince of Wales Strait, as well as on Prince of 

*Am. Journ. Sci. and Arts, vol. XIX., 1805, p. 132. 
t Notes to accompany a Geological Map of the Northern Portion of the Dominion of 

Canada East of the Rocky Mountains, p. 67R., Annual ReportGeol. Surv. Can., 1886. 
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Wales Island, * has likewise, in all probability been derived from the 
copper-bearing rocks of the Coppermine River region to the soutl1, 
as this metal can scarcely be supposed to occur in place in the region 
of horizontal limestone where it is found. 

Dr. A. Armstrong, surgeon and naturalist to the Investigator, notes 
the occurrence of granite and other crystalline rocks not only on 
t he south shore of Baring Land, but also on the hills at some distance 
from the shore. These, from what is known of the region, must 
be supposed to have come from the continental land to the south
ward. 

Dr. Bessels, again, remarks on the abundance of boulders on the 
shore of Smith's Sound in lat. 81° 30', which are manifestly derived 
from known localities on the Greenland coast much further southward, 
and adds: "Drawing a conclusion from such observations, it becomes 
evid(·nt that the main line of the drift, indicating the direction of its 
motion, runs from south to north." t 

It may further be mentioned that Dr. R. Bell, has found evidence of 
a northward or north-eastward movement of glacier ice in the northern 
part. of Hudson Bay, with distinct indications of eastward glaciation in 
Hudson Strait. + For the northern part of the great Mackenzie 
valley we are as yet without any definite published informatiun, but 
Sir J. Richardson noteR that Laurentian boulders are scattered west
ward over the nearly horizontal lirnestonr~ of the district. 

Taken in conjunction with the facts fo1· the more southern portion Two great 

of the continent, already pretty well known, the observations here out- glacier-
masses. 

lined would appear to indicate a general movement of ice outward, in 
all directions, from the great Laurentian axis or plateau which extends 
from Labrador round the southern extremity of Hudson Bay to the 
Arctic Sea; while a second, smaller, though still very important region 
of dispersion-the Cordilleran glacier-mass-occupied the Rocky 
Mountain region on the west, with the northern and southern limits 
above approximately given, and a length, in a north-west and south-east 
direction, of at least 1200 miles. 

It is inexpedient at the present moment to enter into any detailed 
discussion of the glaciation of the extreme north-west, as Mr. Mc
Connell's observations, made in the prosecution of his portion of the 
work of the expedition, are likely to add much to our store of facts 
bearing on the subject. 

*De 'Rance, in Nature, vol. XI., p. 492. 
t Nature, vol. IX. 
t Annual Report Gt>ol. Surv. Canada, 1885, p. 14 DD. and Report of Progress, 

1882-84, p. 36 DD. 
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Economic It may be added, that while the study of the phenomena of the glacial 
importan_ce of period is one not without its bearinl?S on economic problems even in 
facts elicited ~ 

the eastern part of the continent, it has, in British Oolum bia and the 
Yukon district, a direct value in its connection with the distribution of 
the placer gold deposits and on the existence and po~ition of the buried 
channels of rivers and streams, in which some of the richest of those 
deposits are often found to occur. Thus the greater part of the "fine" 
gold found along the river-bars and banks of the larger streams in the 
Yukon district, is doubtless proximately derived from the graYels 
and other superficial deposits in which these streams have re-excavated 
their beds since the period of glaciation. By the general dispersion 
and intermix tu re of these materials, composed of the debi·is of the older 
rock formations, it is even possible that the existence of a few com
paratively limited areas of great richness might account for the wide
spriiad auriferous character of the alluviums of the Upper Yukon basin. 
In the former direction of ice-movement, and consequently that of its 
transpo1't of material, we obtain an important clue as to the source of 
the finer gold which may now be found in any particuln,r area. 'This 
subject is too wide in its ramificfltions to be followed out here, but it 
is one to which considernble attention has been <levotcd, and to which 
I hope to return at an early date in greater detail. 

Volcanic il.sh Deposit. 

Extent of t!:o A circumstance of some interest in connection with the later super-
depo>it. ficial dep isits of that part of the Upper Yukon ba~in drained by the 

Lewes and P<'lly rivers, is the occurrence of a widespread layer of 
volcanic ash or pumiceous sand. The existence of a peculim· white 
line or brtnd in the upper parts of scarped banks along the river, was 
first remarked not many miles bPlow the point at which we reached 
and embarked on the Pelly. As its character wa<; not at first under
stood, I omitted to note the precise point at which it wtis first seen 
but am of opinion that it probably extends to the east of the pl<tee 
where we reached the river. After recognizing •its character and im
portanc<', however, it was looked for a~d noticed almost continuously 
along the whole cour.se of the Pelly, as far down as the mouth of the 
Macmillan, beyond which, to the site of Fort Selkirk at the mouth 
of the Lewes it was not distinctly recognized, but according to Mr. 
McConnell (1888) it extends down the river for about ten miles below 
Fort cielkirk. It is likewise seen along nearly the whole course of the 
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Lewes, being last noted at the Narrows between Lake Nares and 
Bennett Lake, known as Caribou Crossing.* 

This ash deposit appears to be entirely due to a single period of Origin of the 
eruption. It is homogeneous in character wherever seen, forming a deposit. 
single layer not divided by intercalations of other material, and has 
been spread everywhere over the entire area characterized by it. It is 
much more recent in date than the white silt deposits, which are the 
last of those properly referable to the glacial series, having been de-
posited after the river-valleys were excavated in the glacial materials, 
and at a time when the rivers had cut down nearly or quite to their 
present levels, a fact rendered evident by the circumstance that it over-
lies the deposits of river and valley-gravels and sands in all cases, ex-
cept in those of some low river-flats, where these deposits sometime:; 
cover it to a depth of several feet. In most places it is overlain merely 
by the surface soil with a depth of six inches t.o two feet, and in a few 
instances it was noted as constituting the actual surface of terraces 
of moderate height, the present forest being rooted in it. 

The ash appears to have fallen tranquilly, much in the manner of :'lfode of 
snow deposited from a calm atmosphere. The examination of scarped rlPpnsitionand 

tl1 1~kness. 
banks along the two rivers showed it to occur near the surface of ter-
races abollt 200 feet in height, as well as on lower terraces and river-
f!ats down to within about ten feet of ~he actual river-level in August 
and September. It was also detected in some places on the sloping 
fronts of terraces. 'rhe thickness of the layer was no doubt originally 
pretty uniform, and it still retains this uniformity where it rests upon 
wide flat terraces. Its itverage normal thickness for the Pelly, n,s a 
whole, was estimated at about five inches, but this is somewhat ex-
ceeded along the part of the river immediately above the JYfacmill11n. 
On the Lewes, below R.ink R11pid, its normal thickness is al>out a foot, 
but above this point it becomes much less and wh{::re last seen, at Ca-
ribou Crossing, is uot over half an inch thick, and only to be re
cognized when care.folly looke<l for. 

In addition to these differences in normal thickness, l10wever, and Localaccumu· 
h 'k' l h · · I · d 1 lation muc more stn mg t 11tn t em, is an irregu ;~nty ue to ocfLl cil'cum- · 

stances. Thus in hollows, and pat'ticularly when these occur at the 
foot of steep slopes, the material has evidently been washed togPther 
by rains occurring shortly after its deposit, and sometimes atta,ins a 
thickness of as much as three feet. In correspondence with this it has 
been completely removed from some sloping or exposed surfaces. The 

*I found subseqnently that Schwatlm had observed this peculiar layer along the 
Lewes and correctly characterized ic as a volc:anic ash. Along Alaska's Great River 
~~ ' 
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same local circumstances explain the varying depth in different locali
ties of the soil or ordinary sand which overlies the ash deposit. 

Where the ash deposit rests undisturbed upon the original surface, 
this appears very generally to be a yellowish or reddish quartzose 
sand. There are, in some cases, remains of burnt trees at the base of 
the layer, and traces of similar forest fires are found as well in the 
sand or soil overlying it. 

So far as the observations I was able to make go, the volcanic ash is 
thicker on the lower part of the Lewes than elsflwhere, and the thickest 
part of the deposit on the Pelly lies nearly due east of'the portion of 
the Lewes just referred to. The greater mass of the deposit in that 
direction, seems to show that it was derived from the wesLward, and a 
line drawn across the portions of the Pelly and Lewes above defined, lies 
between the 62nd and 63rd parallels of latitude, with a nearly east-and 
west bearing, so that if produced to the westward it would pass, at a 
distance of about 200 miles, through the mountain region near the 
Copper River, of Alaska, which includes Mount Wrangell. Mount 
W rangell is the nearest known volcano,* and this or one of the 
neighbouring mountains in the same group, may not improbably have 
been the source of the material which has been so widely spread over 
the Upper Yukon basin. It should be stated, however, that the Indians 
report the existence of a burning mountain near the head-waters of 
the White B,iver, and that it is uncertain whether this report refers to 
Mount Wrangell or to some still unknown mountain which may be 
even nearer to the district here described. 

FIG. 1. RELATIONS OF ASH-BED ON LEWES RIVER. 

a. Soil. b. Ash-bed. c. Stratified sands and gr,wels. d. Buried drift-wood. 
e. StratifiPd gravels. 

Respacting the date of the eruption to which the ::.sh-bed is due, very 
little can be said with certainty. As already noted, the rivers have not 

*See Lieut. H. T. Allen's Reconnais•ance in Alaska, Washington Govern
ment, 1887. 
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certainly cut their beds perceptibly deeper sinct> the deposit occurred 
on their flood-flats, so that the period to which it belongs cannot be an 
exceedingly remote one. It was further observed in one place, on the 
Lewes, to rest upon stratified sands a few feet thick, which in turn 
overlie a mass of drift logs still quite sound and undecayed. This 
fact, with the general appearance and mode of occurrence of the de
posit, leads me to believe, that while the eruption must have happene<l 
at least several hundreds of years ago, it can scarcely be supposed to 
have taken place more than a thousand years before the present time. 
Dall, in his work on Alaska, gives a list of volcanic eruptions (derived 
from Grewingk which have occurred in the Aleutian Islands and 
along the western part of the Alaskan Coast from the year 1690. t 
While it is quite improbable that any of Lhese was connected with the 
formation here described, it is interesting to note that great quantities 
of ash were observed to fall on ~everal occasions, notably in 1825, when 
the whole peninsula of Alaska was covered with black ashes. 

That the eruption of which the occurrence is marked by the ash-bed Volume of ash 

of the Lewes and Pelly, was on a great scale, is sufficiently evident ejected. 

from the extent of the deposit; which must necessarily be very much 
greater than the area to which the present observations refer. By 
drawing a line such as to include the outer limits of the observed ex-
tent of the ash, a roughly triangular area of about 25,000 square miles 
is outlined, and if we assume the average depth of the layer over this 
area alone to be three inches, the mass represented would be equivalent 
to a p~·ism one mile 5quare, with a height of 6240 feet or (making 
allowance for interspaces in the comroinuted material) equal to nearly a 
cubic mile of rock. 

It has not been considered necessary to make a complete examination Lithological 

of the character of this ash. In appear1tnce it is a fine, white, sandy character. 

material, with a harsh feeling when rubbed between the fingers. 
Microscopically it is found to consist chiefly of volcanic glass, part being 
merely frothy and pumiceous, but of which the greater portion bas 
been drawn out into elongated shreds, frequently resembling the sub-
stance known as " Pole's hair," in which the incfosed vesicles become 
more or less completely tubular. In addition to this glass, fragments 
and small perfect examples of sanadine felspar crystals occur together 
with portions of minute crystals of hornblende and probably of other 
minerals. 

t .Alaska and its Resources, 1870, p. 466. 
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THE S'!'IKINE RIVER. 

General Features. 

Ri"t>r cuts Since the year 1873, when the placer gold mines of Cassiar were 
a0cro"t"Rthe first developed, the Stikine River bas become a somewhat import.ant oas angeg. 

avenue of communication from the coast to the interior of the northern 
part of British Columbia. Like the Fraser, the Skeena, the Nass and 
several other smaller streams, it rises to the east of the broad belt of 

·mountains which constitutes the Coast Rn,nges, and cuts completely 
through this belt with a nearly uniform gradient. In size and general 
character the Stikine closely resembles the Skeena, which reaches the 
coast 200 miles further south. It is navigable for stern-wheel steamers 

Route to the of light draught and good power, to Glcnora, 126 miles from Rothsay 
interior. d d f b 

Information 
obtained. 

Point, at its mouth, an un er avoura le circumstances to Telegraph 
Cri>ek, twelve miles fartheL". Above Telegraph Creek is the "Great 
Canon" which extends for many miles and is quite impassable either 
for steamers or boats, though traversed by miners in winter on the 
ice. The head-waters of the Stikine are unknown, but lie for the 
most part to the south of the 58th parallel of north latitude, in a coun
try l'aid to be very mountainous, interlocking there with northern 
brnnches of the Nass and western feeders of the Black or Turnagain 
River, a tributary of the Laird. From Tel<'graph Creek, the head of 
navigation, a pack-trail sixty-two miles and a half in length, con8tructecl 
by the British Columbian Government, follows the valley of the 
Stikine, generillly at no great distance from the river, and eventually 
crosses from the Tanzilla or Third North Fork to the bead of Dease 
Lake, which may be regarded as the centre of the Cassiar mining 
district. This route has long been known to the Indians, the Stikine 
having been to them from time immemorial an important avenue of 
trad<', by which, as by the Skeena, the coast tribes penetrated a con
siderable di~tance inland. 

1\Iy personal acquaintance witb the Stikiue, as far as Telegraph Creek, 
was such only as could be rua<le from the deck of the little steamer in 
which we ascended the river to that point, and merely enabled me to note 
the main features of the valley. This was supplemented, however, by the 
observations of Mr. McConnell, who remained behind for the purpose 
of making a micrometer survey of the river from the furthest point 
reached by Mr. Hunter's survey of 1877 to Telegraph Creek. Mr. 
McConnell's notes and map with specimens collected by him have been 
consulted in the following sketch of the river, and are drawn upon 
particularly in respect to its geological features. 
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As the result of Mr. McConnell's survey, taken in conjunction with .Map of the 

that of :;\I r. Hunter, we are now for the first tiipe in possession of a river. 

correct map of the river to the head of navigation. The best general 
map of the river and route to Dease Lake previously in existence, was 
a sketch made by l\Ir. G. B. ·w right and publish<'d in the report of the 
.Minister of Mines of Dritish Columbia in 187 5. This nnp also inclurles 
Dease Lake and p trt of the Dease River, and I may take this oppur-
tunity of stating tha.t much credit is due to ilT r. Wright for its general 
accuracy, taking into ~on8icleration the circumstances under which it 
was made. 

The general trend of the 8tikine valley for twenty miles from the Tr~nd of the 
. d d . · d" t" t D lfi Id C I m::tm valley. sea, is ea::;t-an -west, correspon rng in irec ion o rnc e ann, 

which penetrates the coast thirty miles to the south, and al8o to part 
of the northern portion of Behm Ca.nil and Burroughs' Bay, still 
further south. At this distance from the coast the river bench through 
a quadrant of arc, and assunw:; a nearly due north direction, which it 
maintains for about sixty-six miles, beyond which the valley is con-
tinued in a nearly direct north-eastward course to the vicinity of 
Dease Ln,ke, but in its upper portion is occupied, nut by the lllain 
river, hut by the Tanzilla or Third North Fork, the main river enter-
ing this continuous valley from the southward. 

The particular range of the Coast Mountains, which locally assumes The Con:st 

l · · · l J th -, ·1 · · l l · I Mountains. a cu mrnatrng or axrn c iaracter on e ~t1 one, is t l<tt w nc 1 

i~ traversed by the river-valley near the gr!lat bend above alluded 
to. As seen from the sea, at some distance off shore, it is notably 
higher and rougher to the north of the river-valley than to the south 
of it, and is surmounte<l by sharp, jag~ed, rocky pinnacles in some 
places. The highest summits in this range here probably average 
about 8000 feet. It carries much snow throughout the year, and in 
it are the sources of the principal glaciers which debouch along the 
north-and-south part of the river above the great bend. The inland 
border of the Coast -;'.fountains may be said, on the Stikine, to be near 
Glenora, giving a transverse width, from the coast, for this rugged belt 
of country, of nearly eighty miles. 

The current of the mLvigable portion of the Stikine is swift through- Current of tlw 

out, but there are no rapids properly so-called, though the Little Canon river. 

(fifty-threP. miles above the great bend) forms a serious impediment to 
mwigiition when the river is at its highest stage in June or July, in 
comequence of the great velocity of the current in this narrow and 
rocky thougli deep gorge. Near the mouth of the river the current 
scarcely surp;1sses two miles an hour, but it increases as the river is 
ascended, till it attains a rate of six to seven miles in many places 
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between the great bend and Telegraph Creek, the swifter water being 
chiefly met with above the Little Caiion. The average rate of flow of 
the navigable portion of the river must be about five miles an hour, 
The width of the Stikine immediately opposite Telegraph Creek was 
found on May 29th to be 480 feet only, but it is here deep, and had a 
velocity of 6·08 miles per hour, as determined from several observa
tions. A few days later it was rising fast, and the velocity was con
siderably greater. 

Navigation. Stern-wheel steamers for the navigation of the river should have 
good engine-power, and should draw not more than four feet of water 
when loaded. 

The height of the river above sea-level at Telegraph Creek, as deduced 
from simultaneous barometric observations at the mouth and at this 
place, is 540 feet, giving an average fall of over four feet to the mile 
by the course of the stream. The actual fall on the upper part of this 
length of the river must, however, considerably exceed this figurP. 
while that of the lowe1· portion is inconsiderable. Under ordinary 
circumstances the ascent of the river to Telegraph Creek, with a 
suitable steamer, occupies about three days, and it is generally neces
sary to carry a line ashcre at a few places. The extensive flats 
near the mouth of the river render it necessary to enter it about 
high-tide. Mr. Hunter ascertained that the channel across these 
flats has from one to two feet only of water at low ebb. A consider
able proportion of the traffic is carried on by Indians with canoes, and 
the Stikine Indians are very expert in all the necessary operations of 
tracking and poling in swift water. 

Notes on the dates of opening and closing of the river will be found 
on a later page. 

Lower part of The entrance to the Stikine from the sea is not distinguishable in its 
river at one h · f f h f f I 1 · 1 time an inlet. main orograp ic eatures rom t at o many o t 10 sa t-water rn ets by 

which this part of the West Coast is dissected. The lower portion of 
this river-valley may, in fact, be regarded, like that of the conespund
ing part of the Skeena, as an inlet which has become filled with detri
tus in consequence of the great size and sediment-carrying capacity of 
the river which has emptied into it. Unlike the Skeena, however, the 
debris brought down has in this case been projected seaward so a'! to 
completely block the wide channel between the mainland coast and 
Mitkoff Island with shallow tide-flats and bars, above which several 
smaller, high, rocky islands project. The mountains immediately bor
dering the valley of the Stikine at its seaward entrance are from 2000 
to 3000 feet in height, ::md rise abruptly from the wide alluvial flats, 
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through which the river there winds, often without even touching the 
lower spurs of the hills. 

The flats are generally covered with fine groves of cottonwood, Ch[l,rncter of 

mingled with spruce and other trees, and are often cut through o~l:'.·oLittle 
by sloughs and channels, which become so numerous in some places 
as to render it difficult to decide which is entitled to rank as the main 
stream. The valley-bottom maintains an average width of from two 
to three miles as far up as the Little Canon, which place may be 
regarded as nearly marking the head of the old salt-water inlet which 
has been silted up by the river. The canon is about three-fifths of a 
mile long, and in places not more than fifty yards wide. It is bordered 
by massive granite cliffs, 200 to 300 feet in height, above which, on the 
west side, rugged mountain slopes rise. On the east, are low rocky 
hills representing part of a former spur of the mountain, through 
which the canon has been cut. A tract of low land separates these 
hills from the eastern side of the main valley, and it is difficult to 
explain under what circumstances the river has taken its present course. 

For some distance above the Little Canon the Stikine valley appears V [l,lley above 

to cut very obliquely through a series of somewhat irregularly parallel Little Ca"·.on. 

ranges. Eight miles further up is the "Kloochman Canon," which to 
some extent repeats the features of the last, but it is nearly 300 feet in 
width and offers no impediment to navigation. At four miles above the 
"Kloochma.n Canon" is the so-called "Grand Rapid, " which, in con-
sequence of recent changes in the river, is now by no means formid-
n,bie, though the water is still particularly swift and the river wide 
and shallow. Here the valley begins very markedly to open out, the 
mountains retiring further from the river and decreasing in altitude, 
while irregular basaltic hills, of no great height, appear between the 
river and the bases of the mountains. This, taken in conjunction with 
the dry climate which characterizes the country to the east of the 
mountains, and the fact that most of the slopes have been bared of 
timber by fire, gives an entirely different aspect to the landscape. 

The St.ikine is joined by some important tributaries in the part of Iskoot River. 

its course above described, though none of these have yet been examined 
in detail. The Iskoot or Skoot, which flows in from the eastward 
about thirty-five miles from the mouth, or just within the locally cul-
minating range of the Coast Mountains, is known to be navigable for 
some distance by canoes, and one branch is said to head not far from 
the extremity of Portland Canal, to the southward. By following 
this river to its head and there making a portage, the Indians are 
reported to be able to reach the Nass River without difficulty. The 
Iskoot has been prospected by a few miners, but apparently without 
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any notable result, though the Indians report the occurrence of coal. 
The northern branch of the Iskoot, to the easi; of the Coast Mountains, 
was traversed in 1867 by P. J. Leech, of the ·western Union Telegraph 
Exploration Survey, who crossed from it to the head of the First South 
Fork of the Stikine. The valley is there reported to be from 2500 to 
3700 feet above sea-level, generally timbered, but with some open, 
grassy slopes. 

About seven miles below the Little Canon, the valley of the Scud 
River opens to the east, but the exact position of the mouth of the 
stream has not been fixed on the map. Some gold has been found by 
prospectors on this stream, but no workablP placer deposits. It is 
said to head in a low country behind the Coast MountainR, and if this 
be correct, must nearly inosculate with branches of the Iskoot and 
First South Fork of the Stikine. 

Six miles above "Kloochman Canon,'' the Clearwater River enters 
the Stikine on the west side, by several mouths. This is a stream of 
considerable size, and is navigable for canoes for some distance. It is 
said to head near the sources of one branch of the Taku River, and is 
noted by the Indians on account of the great number of salmon which. 
ascend it. 

The First South Fork joins· the Stikine about a mile and a-half below 
Telegraph Creek. It is a large turbid stream, and for a number of 
miles from the main river, flows in a rough narrow gorge, between 
high hills and mount:tins. Further up, according to the Telegraph 
Exploration sketch, it is bordered by level, partly timbered terraces or 
"benches." The summit between its head-waters and those of the 
Iskoot, on the route followed by l\Ir. Leech, is given on his authority 
at 5000 feet. Salmon do not ascend this stream. 

Telegraph Creek is an incon~iclerable streftm, which falls rapidly to 
the river through a narrow rocky cleft in the bordering hills of the 
right or north-west bank of the Stikine. Its name is due to the 
fact that here the Western Union Telegraph line was intended to 
cross the Stikine. The little town of Telegraph Creek occupies the 
narrow delta of the stream and the lower terraces bordering it on both 
sides, its site being identical with that of "Fort Mumford" of the 
older maps. Glenora, twelve miles below Telegraph Creek and on the 
same side of the Stikine, consists of a single row of houses built along 
the edge of the river at the foot of a steep bank. Both places were at 
one time busy little towns, but are at present very much reduced in 
importance, though I believe it will probably no1; be long before further 
mining developments in the Cassiar district will lead to the renewal 
of their activity. 
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Glaciers. 

The glaciers constitute one of the most remarkable features of this Pre,~ousnotes 
part of the Stikine valley. There are a number of these on both sides ~i~cti~~ •. 
of the river, in its lower part; but four only of special importance, all of 
which are situated to the west of the river, and all but the first on the 
eastern slopes of the most mas~ive central ranges of the mountainous 
region. The only detailed previous notice of these glaciers is that 
given in a report by W. P. Blake.* Mr. Blake's account of the 
glaciers is transcribed in the Fifth Annual Report of the United 
States Geological Survey, where it was placed under. the some-
what misleading title of Glaciers of " Alaska." Two of the glaciers 
are illustrated in the last-mentioned volume by reproductions of photo-
graphs taken under the direction of Dr. I. W. Powell, Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs in British Columbia. That named the "Orlebar 
Glacier" represents pn.rt of the front of the Gren.t Glacier of the 
miners and of Mr. J3ln.ke's map. The "Bernard Glacier" I am unable 
to identify with any certainty, but the illustrn.tions evidently repre-
sent part of either the Flood or Dirt Glacier. 

Mr. John Muir, who spent some time on the Stikine in 1879, gives 
an interesting popular description of its glaciers in a leLter dated from 
Sitka in December of that year, and published in the San Frn.ncisco 
Bulletin. Mr. Muir informs me that no more system<J.tic account of his 
observation8 in this region has yet been made. puLlic. The glaciers 
are also noticed at some length in an account of a trip on the SLikine 
by Mr. W. H. Bell, in Scribner's Monthly, 18i9, Vol. XVII. The 
accompanying illustrations, though striking and artistic, have been 
idealized so far as to be scn.rcely recognizable. 

The glacier known as the First or Little Glacier by the miners Little rnacier. 
(named the Popoff Glacier by Blake) fills a high valley on the north 
side of the river, about ten miles from its mouth. As seen from a dis-
tance it offers no features of particular interest, resembling many other 
m_inor glaciers of the Coast Mountains. 

The next and most important glacier is that universally Great Glacier. 
kuown on the river as the Great Glacier, and so named also by 
Mr. Blake, who gives an excellent description of its main features. 
The high snow-fields from which this glacier must take its rise are 
not seen from the river, the glacier entering the wide valley of the 
Stikine nearly at right angles, through a break in the mountains 

*Geographical Notes upon Russian America and the Stikeen River. W. P. Blake, 
w-ashington, Government. 1868. 

;I 
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two to three miles distant from the river bank. Before entering 
the Stikine valley, the glacier has a width estimated at from one
half to three-quarters of a mile, but upon freeing itself from Lhe bor
dering mountains immediately expands in a fan-like manner, its actual 
front upon the river being from three to three and a-lnlf miles in 
width. The slope of the surface of the glacier where it issues from the 
mountains was estimated-as seen at right angles-at above five 
degrees. Beyond this point it flattens out, and portions of lhe surface 
become extremely rugged, bren,king off near the front in series of 
descending steps, as described by Mr. Blake. When seen by us, on 
the 20th of May, much of the surface was still covered by the new 
snow of the preceding winter, but notwithst1tnd;ng this, a great quan
tity of rocky debris was visible, giving a gray tint to portions of the 
ice. The front of the gla.cier 1tppears to be quite close to the edge of 
the river, but is actually about a third of a mile distant at the nearest 
points. This interval is occupied by moraines nnd m·tr~by pools, the 
outer tier of moraines, or that nearest to the river, forming wooded 
hills about one hundred and fifty feet high. The newer moraines 
were partly covered and overridden by the front of the decaying ice. 
L9.rge streams issue from beneath the ice, the position of outflow 
frequently changing from year to year. 

Next to its size, the most remarkable feature about this glacier 
is the regularity of the fan-like form in which it terminates. It 
resembles in this respect the Dnvidson Glacier on Lynn Canal. 

The miners state. that, during the few years which they have known 
the Stikine, the Great Glacier ba5 steadily and notably receded, though 
the total amount of such reces-;ion can evidently not have been more 
than the distance from the wooded bordering-moraine to the present 
ice-front. The Indians relate as a tradition, that at a former period 
the glacier stretched completely across the valley, the Stikine passing 
beneath the ice through a tunnel-like opening. It is, however, im
possible to determine whether this is a remembered fact or a fancied 
inference. Curiously enough, a copious hot spring is situated imme
diately opposite the glacier on the east side of the Stikine valley. 

Ten miles above the Great Glacier, and also on the west side of the 
valley, is the Dirt Glacier, so named by the miners because of the great 
quantity of rocky debris with which its surface is covered.* This is 
much smaller than the last, having a width estimated at a quarter of 
a mile but possibly greater than this. Like the Gre3,t Glacier, it 
comes quite down on the river-flats. 

" Also so named on sketch map in Report on Customs District, Public Service 
and Resources of Alaska Territory, by 'vV. G. Morris, 1879. 



YUKO~ DISTRICT AND NORTIIERN BRITISH COLUMBIA. 51 

The last important glacier, sixteen miles further up the river, is J<'lood Ulacier. 
the Flood Glacier. This also comes down to the level of the river-flats, 
but does not closely approach• the river. From the valley of this 
glacier a great rush of water occurs almost every year towards the 
end of the summer. This, no doubt, arises from the blocking by the 
glacier of the mouth of some laternl valley in which a lake is formed 
and from time to time breaks through the glacier dam. The quantity 
of water thus liberated is so great as to raise the river from a low 
stage to half.flood level for a short time. There is a large quantity of 
debris also on this glacier, though less than on the last. 

Geological N ates on the Stikine. 

The only information as to the geology of the Stikine, up to the 
. h b h b d. d . . 1\1 Bl k ' Mr. Blake's present time, as een t at em o ie in notes in r. a e s report, ob8ervations. 

already referred to,* and these include the lower portion of the river 
alone, as his furtheHt point was a few miles above the Little Canon. 
The result of Mr. Blake's examination are by himself summed up in 
the following terms :-"The mountains of the Stikine valley, from the 
Little Canon down to near the con.st, are formed of syenite and 
granite, with some metamorphic beds at intervals. The walls or the 
Little Canon are granite. At the mouth of the river, and below the 
Indian villages, the rocks are quite different, being formed of the great 
sanchtone and shale formation already described. The direction of 
uplift of these strata is about H. 80° W. magnetic. This formation is 
some thousands of feet thick, and resemlil es the rock» of San Francisco, 
but is more changed by metamorphic action. They are probably of 
the secondary period. It appears to pass into mica-slate just above 
the site of an old stockade oe fort of the Hudson's Bay Company, where 
I found a loca,lity of garnets like those of Monroe, in Connecticut."t 

The rocks seen along the west shore of Wrangell Island, in the 
vicinity of the town and harbom, are chiefly black, flaggy argillites, :wir~nl~~ 
remarkably uniform and regular in their bedding and with a westward Islan · 
dip. They are considerably indurated and contain small staurolite 
crystals in some layers, while on the surface of others crystals of mica 
have been developed. Similar rocks are found on other parts of the 
coast, both to tbe north and south, and from a lithological point of 
view, they much resemble the Triassic argillites of the Queen Charlotte 
Islands, though no fossils were found at this place. The ridge behind 

* Mr. Blake's notes on the geology of the river are also given in Petermanns 
Mitteilungen, vol. X, 1864. 

t This does not appear to be the locality near Rothsay Point, subsequently men
tioned. 
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the town of Wrangrll iR chiefly composed of rather fine-grained gray 
granite, which is probably intrnsive and may have been the cause of 
the incipient crystalliz>1tion observed in the argillitcs. The nol"th 
point of the island is formed of similar granite, probably a continua
tion of the same mass. 

On crossing to the mainland, to the eastward, mica-schists and 
granites are met with, and beyond Rothsay Point (which may be 
regarded as the entrance to the Stikine River) granitic rocks only 
were seen for some miles. Near Rothsay Point, at a short diRtance 
from the shore, is the locality from which are obtained fine claret
coloured garnet crystals, sometimes an inch or more in diameter. The 
matrix of these, as seen in hand specimens, is dark, highly crystalline 
mica-schist, but the locality was not visited. The general strike of the 
rocks west of Rothsay Point is about S. 35° E., with prevailing west
ward dips. 

From Rothsay Point to the Great Glacier, the mountains bordering 
the river are chiefly composed of granites and granitoid rocks. These 
alternate with gneissic and schistose rocks of similar composition, 
including rnica-schists; but massive granites probably form much the 
greater part of the whole. The granites are usually gray in colour, 
and conta.in both hornblende and mica, with white felspars, which are 
often porphyritic, giving the rock a spotted appearance. Some 
varieties become granitoid diorite, while others are highly quartzose, 
and contain little or no hornblende. The series as a whole closely 
resembles that cut across by the Fra~er River in its lower course, and 
generally characteristic of the Coast Ranges of British Columbia.* 

R ock•bronght The Great Glacier, rising many milrs back in the higher ranges 
down by the of the mountains, in the material which it has brought down and 
glacier." 

deposited in its mornine, affords a mode of ascertaining the gen-
eral composition of the central ranges. The material was found by 
Mr. McConnell to consist almost entirely of gray granite of medium 
grain, composed of felspar, quartz and hornblende in nearly equal pro
portions, but holding also a little mica and occasional crystals of sphene. 
Diorites and mica-schists occur in smaller quantity, together with 
coarse pegmatite, which is evidently derived from veins intersecting· 

the l!ranite. 

Kloochman Similar granitoid rocks, with occasional schistose areas, constitute 
~ai'iond tRo .d the whole of the rock-exposures seen along the river to the so-called ura.n a.pi . 

Grand Rapid, about four miles above "Kloochman Canon." The 
mountains bordering the valley also appear to be entirely, or almost. 

* Compare Annual Report, Geol. Snrv. Can., 1886, p. 11 B. 
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entirely, composed of the same materials, though at one place, (nearly 
opposite the site of the Hudson's Bay Company's old post) the upper 
portion 0£ a mountain seems to show a massive bedding, recalling that 
of the Cretaceous quartzites of Tatlayoco Lake, wh~ch occur there in 
a similar position relatively to the Coast Ranges.* No further evi
dence was, however, met with tending to show that rocks of this age 
occur here. 

A short distance below the "Grand Rapid," distinctly stratified Stratified 

rocks of dark colour are seen capping some of the mountains and rest- ~;iJ.tGrand 
ing upon the granites. These beds have a dip of N. 70° E.< 30°, 
which brings them down to the level of the river near the rapid. They 
are there found to consist of hard argillites and grauwacke-quartzites, 
interbedded with shaly, gray m1d brownish impure limestones, the 
whole being considPrably disturbed and cut near the granites by coarse 
gray prophyritic dykes of that rock. The argilliles were not observed 
to bold stfLurulite, mica, or other crystalline minemls like those of 
vY mngell, and otherwise differ somow hat in appearance from these, 
though their relation to the granitic rocks appe'trs t.o be similar. They 
are followed in ascending order by a massive gray-blue sub-crystalline 
limestone of consiJerable though undetermined thickness, which can be 
traced in the mountains for some distance on both sides of the valley. 
These limestones are believed to represent those afterwards noted on 
the Dease and there referred to the Carboniferous period. 

About two miles and <t half above " Grand Rapid," near the mouth Altered vol

of the Clearwater, the lime8tone is followed-apparently still in aseend- canic rocks. 

ing order-by ii series of altered volcanic rocks which are, for the most 
part, of gray and greenish colours. These are apparently chieOy dia-
bases, but include also porphyrite-like rocks. The rocks are gener-
ally rather fine grained, and would require microscopic examination 
before they can be named in detail. t Though clearly forming a 
stratified series, evidence of bedding can seldom be detected in the 
exposures, in consequence of their homogeneous composition and shat-
tered state. They seem to be identical with those forming a part of 
the Cache Creek group, in the southern interior of British Columbia, 
and though no fossils were found in the limestones previously inen-
tioned, they, and possibly also the argillites beneath them as well, 
may be referred with considerable probability to the same Upper 
Palmozoic age. 

•Report of Progress, Geol. Surv. Can., 1875-76, p. 253. 

t One of these which has been microscopically examined by :'Hr. I!'. D. Adams, is 
described as a diabase-porphyrite (Stikine No. 16.) 
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Argillites arnl Altered volcanic rocks only, like those above noted, were seen along 
limestones. the river for about twelve miles above the Clearwater, but there is 

reason to believe that outliers of Tertiary basalt also occur in this part 
of the valley. At. the distance just mentioned above the Clearwater, 
and about six miles and a-half below Glenora, exposures are foun<l of 
slaty argillites and dark shaly rocks, containing some impure lime
stone, all very much broken and disturbed, and associated with altereJ 
volcanic materials. Some beds of these shaly limestones prove on 
microscopical examination to consist chiefly of orgnnic fragments which 

Triassic 
fossils. 

Tertiary vol
canic rock8. 

are not, however, sufficiently distinct.ive for the reference of the beds. 
Dark shaly rocks occur near Glcnora which were not specially 

examined. It is probably from these that some specimens containing 
Triassic fossils, which were given to me Rome years ago by Mr. J. W. 
McKay, were derived. The form represented is a species of llolobia 
probably a finely sculptured variety of II. Lommeli. 

From this point to Telegraph Creek, basitltic and other comparatiYely 
modern volcanic rocks become prominent features, the basalts appear
ing as remnants of horizontal flows, the broken edges of which form 
scarped cliffs. ThcRe rocks are due to a period n,ntccedcnt to that of 
the glacial deposits, and n,re of Tertin,ry n,ge. Analogy with neigh
bouring parts of British Columbia indicates that they may be assigned 
with probability to the Miocene. The ba::;alts have evitlently flowed 
along and partially filled the old river-valley, n,nd uncouforn;ably over
lie the old alt.ered volcanic rocks previously alluded to, as well as all 
the other rock series. 

About two miles below Glcnora, the basaltic rocks were noticed in 
one place to have filled tho old river-bed, confol'ming in their lower 
layers to the slopes of its sides, and to hnve been subsequently cut 
across obliquely by the present river. Other examples of thi~ chnrac
ter are mentioned on following pages and are of speci;il interest in 
connection with the occurrence of placer deposits of gold. 

Palreozoic and Between Glenora and Telegraph Creek, the rocks :seen below the 
~~~:.ceous basalts include at least two Jistinct series. The first and oldest of these 

is represented by a number of occurrences of altered volcanic rocks, 
like those previously referred to, as well as by considerable exposures 
(beginning about a mile above Glenora) of gray and blackish, rather 
cherty quartzites, often nearly on edge. The second consists of slightly 
indurated conglomerates, sandstones and shales, the conglomerates 
being often very coarse and containing pebbles both of the older 
volcanic series and of the granites and granitoid rocks. These lie at 
comparatively moderate angles of inclination. No fossils were ob
served in them, but in their lithological character as well as in their 
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position relatively to the Coast Ranges, they resemble rocks of 
Cretaceous age met with in other parts of British Columbia, both •to 
the south and north of the Stikine, and may be provisionally referred 
to that period. 

In the immediate vicinity of Telegraph Creek, the prevalent rock is Rocks near 

a gray-green, speckled, altered vole:tnic material, which proves to be i!j~~~~aph 
a tine-grained diabase-tuft'.* The high hill immediately opposite 
Telegraph Creek, on the other side of the river, is compo»ed of similar 
old volcanic rocks, comprising compact diabase and a massive diabase
agglomerate. 

About two miles below Telegraph Creek, on the right bank of the J3nsalt flows. 

river, a portion of the basaltic filling of the old valley forms a range of 
columnar cliffs about 200 feet above the pres-,nt water-level. A ~ccond 
similar remnant occurs just above Telegraph Creek, on the same side, 
and a portion of it extends up Telegraph Creek itself for a mile or more. 
Basaltic dykes, which may have served as sources of supply of molten 
material at the time of eruption, are found cutting the older rocks. 
Though in some cases simulating the appearance of terraces, the basal-
tic shelves along the sides of the valley arc quite distinct from, and of 
eiLrlier date than these. 

Notes on the various rocks met with will be found on the face of the ?\otPs on map. 

map accompanying this report. The country to the enst. of the grnnitic 
rocks of the Coa~t R>rnges would require much time and attention 
before its somewh1Lt complicated geological structure could be properly 
defined, 

In the gorge of Telegraph Creek, n large boulder of gray sub-crys- 1ro"iliferous 

talline limestone was found, closely resembling in clmracter and degree lime,tone. 

of alterntion that ~ecn near the "Grand Rapid," but in this case con-
taining large branching corals and numerous Pusnlinrn, indicating its 
Carponiferous age. It is of course impussible to state with certainty 
whence this boulder was derived, but it may very probably have come 
from the mountains to the north within the drainage-(Lrea of Telegraph 
Creek. 

The portion of the AlaRkan coast which I have se0n, viz, that to Terraces. 

the south of the 59th parallel, shows the same general absence of 
terrace deposits which has already been noted and commented on 
in the case of the Briti8h Columbinn coast. In the vicinity of the 
mouth of the Stikine, terraces fifteen to twenty feet in height are 
found, resembling the wooded flats met with further up the river, but as 
they are here upon tide-water, indicating, doubtless, an elevation of the 

* (Stikine No. 25.) 
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coast-line to that amount. Further up the river, the first appearance 
of high-level terraces is at about two miles be low the Great Glacier. 
Those here seen are quite narrow, and were estimated to be 500 and 
700 feet, respECtively, above the river. The river, for the first time, 
shows bordering terraces of from thirty to fifty feet in height, about 
six miles below the Little Canon, and similar terraces are frequently 
seen above this point. On the mountain above Glenora a distinct but 
small terrace was seen from a distance at an estimated height of 1500 
feet above the river. At Telegraph Creek the two principal terraces 
are 90 and 200 feet respectively above the river-level. (See Plat'3 I.) 

Gold. The mode of occurrence of gold on the Stikine, and the placer 

Two rlistinct 
clirn:J.tic 
regions. 

mining which has occurrPcl along the river, are described on a subse
quent page, in connection with facts on gold mining in the Cassiar 
region generally. 

Climate. 

The traverse of the Coast Ranges by the Stikine River, from its 
mouth to Telegraph Creek, affords an excellent illustration of the 
difference between the coast and inland climate~, repeating to a great 
extent the phenomena met with in m1king a similar traverse of the 
!<ame ranges in the southern part of British Columbia. It is here, 
however, all the more remarkable, as so great a diffprcnce between 
these climates would scarcely b~ anticipat.ed in this northern latitude. 
Some records of observations in Appendix VI.* mn.y be referred to 
for details, but it may be stated here, as showing the broad gcneml 
contrast, that while the :.tnnual precipitation at W rangell, at the mouth 
of the Stikine, is over sixty inchest, that in the vicinity of Tl·legraph 
Creek on the inland side of the mountains, is so small that it is 
necessary to i1'rigate cultivated hnd. 

Nor does this comparison of miufall sufficiently mark the great 
diversity which actually obtains between the two climates, the pre
valence of clouded skies in the coast region being accompanied by a 
saturated state of the atmosphere, while precisely opposite conditions 
are found on the eastern side of the mountain belt, at not more than 
eighty miles inland from the general line of the coast. The coast 
climate is, of course, much more temperate than that of the interior, 
which, even no further off than Telegraph Creek, becomes one of 
extremes. It is probable that the total annual precipit11tion is even 

*[Not rPprinted.) 

t U. S. Coast Pilot, Alaska, Part I., 1883, p. 271. The precipitation at Wrrmgell 
is moreover much less than that at moro exposed p:.rts of the Coast, for at Tongass 
and elsewhere it exceeds 100 inches annually. 
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greater in the vicinity of the culminating and central ranges of the Benrino- of 
Coast Mountains than at W rangell, and as a large proportion of this sno,tvfall onf ex1s ence o 
occurs as snow, it sufficiently accounts for the existence of the import- glaciers. 
ant glaciers and the heavily snow-covered appearance of the mountains 
till late in the summer. Miners state that the snow accumulates on 
the river-flats of the lower part of the Stikine, within the mountains, 
to a depth of from eight to ten feet, while at Telegraph Creek and on 
the Tahl-tan River it seldom exceeds eighteen inches, and at the latter 
places horses and mules have been wintering out for a number of 
years. The great depth of snow retard the advance of spring all 
along the portion of the river where it occurs, and thus by a cumula-
tive effect conserves the already large quantity of snow for the supply 
of the glaciers, which are consequently due rather to the extremely 
heavy snowfall than to the actual latitude of the region. 

When we left the coast, on the 19th of May, the hills near the sea Ob.ervations 
were generally denuded of snow to a height of several hundred feet, ~·;;.,~~~pth of 
but on entering the river, patches of snow began to appear on the 
low flats, and a few miles further on these flats and the gravel-bars 
of the river were almost entirely covered with the old snow, quite 
down to the water's edge. The quantity of snow was observed to 
diminish somewhat where the river first turns to the north, but was 
again greater in the vicinity of the glaciers, and it was not till the 
Little Canon was reached that the flats were found free from snow. 
From this point on, the improvement in the climate became quite 
marked, and the limit of snow retreated far up the mountain side~. 

In correspondence with the above facts, the vegetation is murh Clim:tte and 

f h d d . . h . I d "d f h C R I vegetation. art er a vance m spr111g on t e Ill an s1 e o t e oasL anges t 1an 
elsewhere. Thus, at the date above m<'nLioned, the cotton-woocb and 
other deciduou~ trees at the mouth of the Stikine and along its lower 
part showed merely a genera.I faint greenish tint as the buds opened. 
Four days later, in the vicinity of Telegraph Creek, tbe u,ppeara.nce 
was almost that of early summer. Shepherdin Canadensis, Amalanchier 
alnifolia, Corydnlu"' wtrRa vn,1-. occirlr>ntalis, Acto:ci spicatn var. m·r111ta, 
Prunus Virginiana, Arnicci r01·difolia, Vib1w111tm paucU101·11•11, Saxi-
fraga tricuspidata, A 11drosace septentrionrtl is, amongst other plants, 
were in flower, and butterflies and humming-birds were abundant. 

The change in species of plants met with in ascending the river is 
also clearly indicative of that from a very moist to a dry climate, as a 
reference to the lists in an appendix to this report will show. The 
devil's club (Fatsia horrida) extended only a few miles above 
"Kloochman C11fion," while Elceagnns argentea and other forms char
acteristic of a dry region was first seen at Telegraph Creek. The 
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state of progress of the season at this place appeared to be nearly, if 
not quite, equal to that found at a similar date in the vicinity of 
Ottawa or Montreftl. 

Local climatic The local differences of climate are, however, <1uite important. Thus 
differences. Glenora, though about twelve miles only from Telegraph Creek, is said 
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to experience much greater cold in winter, and the snow fall is also 
greater, being esi imatc>d at three feet and a-half. Less snow falls on 
the Tahl-tan than elsewhere, the amouut increasing both to the east 
and west of that place. Strong winds blowing up stre:un or inland 
are prevalent in the Stikinfl valley in summer, but occur in the 
reverse direction, as a rule, in winter. Further observations on the 
winter climate of the Stikine are given in Appendix VI.* 

During the few days spent at Telegraph Creek, in the latter part of 
May, the wind generally blew up the river and was often strong. Tbe 
high distant rangfls of the Coast Mountains to the west, were usu;1lly 
enveloped in clouds, and heavy showers were there evidently of 
const:int occurrence. The sky :it Telegraph Creek was also as a rule 
largely obscurerl, but after passing over the Co:i~t Mountains the 
clouds were more hroken and produced merdy :1 few drops of rain now 
and then, the conditions being similar to those met with in the dry 
country to the east of the same ru.nge in the Fraser valley, much 
further south. 

Cultiv:1tion in the vicinity of Telegraph Creek and Glenorn is practi
cally confined to the raising of small quantitiPs of vegetnbles :ind of 
barley and fodder for animals. There is, however, in this vicinity, in 
the nggregate, a considernble area of land which might be tilled if 
there were sufficient local demand to warrant it. Excellent potatoes 
are produced, <md though the leaves are occasionnlly touched by 
frost, the crop is seldom affectetl. It has further been ascertained by 
actual trial on a sufficient !lcale that not only barley, but wheat and 
oats will ripen, and th11,t all ordin:iry garden vegetables cnn be pro
duced. The record is n, remarkable one for the 58th degree of north 
latitude. 

According to Mr. J. C. Callbreath, of Telegraph Creek, the Stikine 
generally opens for navigation between Apt'il 20th and ]\fay lst. t Ice 
or "sludge" usually begins to run in the river about the lst of N ovem
ber, but has been noted in some years a fortnight earlier The l'i ver 
generally freezes over before the end of N O\·ember. 1\lr. Call breath 
st.ates that the first sludge ice coming clown from the smaller tributary 

*[Not reprinted.] 
t'rhe season of 1887 was unprecedently late, the first canoe from the upper river 

reaching the coast only on l\Iay 18th. 
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mountain streams ceases to appear in the Stikine for a time after these 
are frozen over. As in the case of other rivers rising in the interior, 
the highest water occurs in the early summer, generally in June. 
Horses and mules find grazing on the Tahl-tan from April 20th, 0r May 
lst to about December lst, after which date they require some hay. 

Discovery and Exploration of the Stilcine. 

Though the position of the Stikine* is indicated on Vancou ,-er's 
charts by the open channels of the river, and the shoals about its estu- Early notices 

cl h · f 1 · · d b of the river. ary are mappe , t e existence o a arge nver was not recogmze y 
that navigator, who visited this p'Otrt of the coast in 1793. Accord-
ing to Mr. W. II. Dall, t the river was first found by the fur traders. 
" The sloop Dragon, Captain Clenland, vi~ited the i::itikine delta in 
April, 1799,t and in the journal of the sloop Eliza,§ Captain Rowan, 
for the same year, we find the locality alluded to as 'Stikin.'" It was, 
no doubt, visited as well by many of the tra<liug vessels which about 
this time frequented the coast. In 1834 the HudRon's Bay Company 
fitted out a vessel named the Dryrul for the purpose of esta,blishing a ERtrrhJi,h
post and colony at the mouth of the Stikine, but the Russians being ~:' 11

1t' "( t!Bw 
nur sons ay 

apprised of this circumstance sent two small armed vPssels to the spot, Co. 
and constructed a defenRive work which they named Fort Dionysius, 
on the site of the present town of Wrangell. Finding themselves 
thus forestalled, the Company retired. This dispute was compromised 
in 1837, when an arrangement was made by which the Company 
leased for a term of years all that part of t.he Russian territory which 
now constitutes the "coast strip" of Alaska, and the "fort" was 
liandecl over to the Company, the British flag being hoisted under a 
si~lute of seven gunR, in June, 1840. In the same year, the post, which 
had been re-named Fort Stikine by Sir James Douglas, was attacked 
by the Indians, and in the following year a still more seriouR attack 
wa~ threatened, and averted only by the timely arrival of Sir George 
Siwpson, as recorded in his "Narrative of a Journey Round the \Vorld" 
(II, p. 181). In 18-17, the coast Indians (Thlinkit) are stated to have 

*The mode of renclering the native name of this river has been very varied. :iYir. 
Dall enumerates Stakcen, Stahkin, Stickeen, Stu.chin and Stikine. (Pacific Coast Pilot, 
Alaska, Pr.rt I, 18~3, p. 100; foot-note). The last mentioned has been gen~rally 

employed by good authorities and is adopted here. l\fr. J. W. McKay informs me 
that the name Stikine is a corruption of the native (Thlinkit) sta-hanc, meaning "the 
river," and equivalent to" the great river." 

t U. S. Coa1!t Pilot, Alaska, Part I, 1883, p. 110. From this work, and from Ban· 
c10ft's History of the Pacific Coast, vol. XXXIII, several of the facts mentioned below 
are also derived. 

:t: C!Pveland's Voyages, CambridP,'e, Mass., 1842. 
§MS. in possession of Mr. DaU, but unpublished. 
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attacked and taken possession of the fort. In the spring of 1840, the 
Hudson's Bay Company established also a second fort on this part of 
the coast, which was named Fort Durham. This fort was situated at 
a place named by the lat,e Sir J arues Douglas "Locality Inlet," about 
thirty miles southward from the mouth of Taku River and near the 
entrance of the inlet of the same name, in sight of Douglas Island. 
It was abandoned in the spring of 1843, and is sometimes referred to 
as Taku Fort. 

Previous to this time, in 1834, Mr. J. McLeod had, in the interest of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, reached the banks of the upper part of the 
Stikine, near Dease Lake, coming overland from the Mackenzie .River. 
Subsequently, Mr. R. Campbell spent the winter of 1838-39 on Dease 
Lake, but established no fort on the Stikine. 

No further events of importance appear to have occurred in con
nection with the river till, in 1861, two miners, named Choquette 
("Buck") and Carpenter, discovered placer gold on its bn,r~. In the 
following spring, some excitement being created by the announcement 
of this discovery, several prospecting parties were fitted out in Vic
toria, and a number of men passed the summer in mining on the river. 
In 1863, the Russian authorities, hearing of the discovery of gold, 
despatched the corvette Rynda to ascertain whether the mining was 
being carried on in Russian territory. A bont-party from this vessel, 
under Lieutenant Pereleshin, ascended the river to a point a few miles 
above the Little Canon, occupying :May 23rd to J'une lst on the expe
dition. Mr. W. P. Blake accon1panied this party, and in addition to 
the sketch-map published by the Ru~sians, his report on the Stikine, 
previously alluded to, is basrd on it.'" 

A Hudson'H Bay post was established on the east side of the river in 
1862 or 1863 and maintained till about 187 4, when it was moved to 
the vicinity of Glenora, where it remained till 1878, when it was 
abandoned. 

In 1866, explorations for the line of the Western Union or Collins' 
Telegraph Company were extended to the Stikine under Major Pope. 
These were continued in 1867 by Messrs. M. W. Byrnes, Vital Lafleur, 
W. McNeil and P. J. Leech, and embraced most of the principal tri
butaries of the river. The results of this work were not separately 
published, and the whole enterprise of which they were a part was, 
as is well known, abandoned. 'l'he sketch-maps then made were, 
however, partly embodied in the small map accompanying Mr. W. H. 

*Geographical Notes upon Russian America and ~he Stickeen River; Washington 
1868. Also, Am .• Tourn. Sci. and Arts, vol. XLIV, 1867, p. 96. ' 
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Da,ll's work on Ala$lrn (1870), and with greater completeness in other 
subsequent map~ of the region. The surveys made at this time, 
while doubtless sufficient for the object in view, and serving to 
repr<'sent the main features of the country traversed in a general way, 
leave much to be desired in the ma,tter of accuracy. 

In 1873, Messrs. Thibert and l\1cCullough, travelling westward from i'h1bsequPnt 

h ]\r k . d' cl ld . th C . . d f 11 . . l history of the t e ac -enzie, iscovere go in e assiar reg10n an e in wit i Stikine. 

the miners already engaged in placer work on the Stikine in the 
autumn of that year. The subsequent history of the river depends on 
that of the Cassiar mining district, and need not be further followed 
in detail. 

Some years after the 11,cqui~ition of Alaska by the United States, the 
Stikine came prominently into public notice for a time in connection 
with difficulties respecting territorial jurisdiction which occurred in 
regard to customs and other matters. A full account of these diffi
culties, together with a report by ~Ir. J. Ilnnter of bis survey of the 
lower part of the river, made for the purpose of approximately deter
mining the position of the line of boundary between Al 1ska an<.l the 
province of British Columbia, is given in the Canadi1m Sessional 
Papers, Vol. XL, No. 11, 1878.* 

A description of the Stikine is given in the U.S. Pacific Coaf> L Pilot, 
previously quoted, as well as an itinerary of the river, but aio no conect 
survey of the Stikine existed at the time (1883), the distance and de
tails are only approximi1tcly correct. 

Published ~Maps of the Stikine. 

The following reference list of published maps of the Stikine is based 
on that given by Mr. Dall in Appendix I. to the Coast Pilot of Alaska, 
1879 :- . 

Russian Hydrographic Office chart No. 1396, Pacific Ocean on the Rm;sian maps. 

North-west coast of America (published 1848). Also, Russian chart 
No. 1493-4 (published 1853), Alexander Archipelago. (These two 
charts, 1\1r. Dall informs me, show a part of the Stikine in such a way 
as to prove that it must have been surveyed.) 

Plan of the Stikine River from observations by officBrs of the cor
vette Rynda in 1863. Russian Hydrographical Department, 1867. 

Sketch-map of the Stickeen River from the mouth to the Little Blake's map. 

Canon, W. P. Blake, Op. supra cit., 1868. 

*See also Report by W. G. Morris, elsewhere referred to, p. 43 et seq. 
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Wright'smap. Iv.lap of Cassiar District in Report of Minister of Mines of British 
Columbia, 1876. (This has remained the most complete map of the 
river up to the present time, and is a very praiseworthy sketch.) 

Hunter'smap. Plan of Stachinc (Stikine) Ri,·er, by J. Hunter. (This, with other 
subsidiary maps, is contained in the Sessional Papers, Vol. XL, No. 11, 
1878. It includes the lower part of the river only, but is from actual 
survey and on a scale of 8000 feet= 1 inch. It shows the provisional 
boundary line adopted, without prejudice, until the true line shall have 
been determined.) 

Morris's map. Map showing boundary line in Morris's Report on Alaska. U. S. 

Rnute 
follow!'cl, 

Senate, Ex. Doc. No. 59, 1879. 

The river is shown on a small scale, according to the result of 
surveys here reported on, in a map accompanying a summary of the 
results of the expedition, in Science, Vol. IX., April 2, 1888. 

CASSIAR TRAIL (Telegraph Creek to Dease Lake.) 

The trail from Telegraph Creek to the head of Dease Lake was 
opened by the Government of British Columbia in 1874. It has since 
been kept in a fair state of repair, and is a good route for pack ani
mals. IL follows the north side of the Stikine and Tanzilln valleys, 
and is sixty-two 1niles and a-half in total length. As already men
tioned, the same important valley which is occupied by the Stikine 
below Telegraph Creek, continues in a north-eastward direction to 
Dease Lake, the main stream of the Stikine entering it from the 
southward about mid way between these two points. 

T ele raph Un leaving Telegraph Ureek, the trail makes a steep ascent to the 
Cree~ to Tahl- level of a broad terrace and runs alona at a considerable hei()'ht above 
tan. . ' . 0 

. . . 
0 

the river, and often at some distance from it, till it descends again, aL 
eleven miles, to the valley of the Tahl-tan or First North Fork, near 
its mouth. The main valley of the Stikine is here about four miles in 
width, and is bordered by high hills and by mountains of rounded 
forms, those to the north often nearly bare, while those on the opposite 
side are generally either wooded or strewn, where fires have passed, 
with burnt logs. The river occupies a canon, with precipitous banks 
often 300 feet in height, which has been cut in the bottom of this 
great valley. It is very rough and rapid, but there are no true falls. 
Terraces are well developed at several levels on both sides of the 
river, which is frequently bordered by vertical basaltic cliffs. The 
basalts have manifestly filled the bottom of the ancient valley in a 
series of nearly level flows, which have since been cut through by the 
present river, while the bordering h~ls are all composed of much older 
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and probably Palreozoic rocks. A general summary of the geology of 
the country from Telegraph Creek to Dease Lake is given on a later 
page. 

The country traversed by the trail between Telegraph Creek and 
the Tahl-tan is wooded only in patches, the trees being chiefly black 
pine (Pinus Murrayana) and aspen (Populiis tremuloides), with occa
sional specimens of white birch, and alder and willow in the hollows. 
The soil is reddish and rather sandy, and appears very dry, being but 
scantily clothed with thin, tufty grass and bear-berry (Arctostaphylos 
uva·nrsi). The strawberry (Fragaria Virgiriiana) was abundant and 
in full flower on May 3lst, while Polemoninm pulchAllwn was al~o ,-ery 
conspicuous, and Linnroa bm·ealis, Echinospermmn Recl01cskii and 
Arnica corclifolia were also locally abundant. Thickets are composed 
principally of Shepherdia Canadensis, high-bush cranberry ( Vilmrnum 
paiiciflorum), roses, service-berry (Arnelanchier alnifolia), red dog-wood 
(Cornus stolonifera) and willows. 

The Tahl-tan Indian village is seen near the trail, a,bout a mile before Indian village. 
the river of the same name is reached, but was at the time we passed 
quite deserted. 

The Tahl-tan River is crossed near its mouth by a good bridge. It Tahl-ta.n 
· d "d · · · · l{iver 1s a large an rap1 stream, whwh rises about tlnrty 1mlcs to the north- · 
westward. Its valley is narrow and almost c11fion-like where it reaches 
the Stikine, and has cut through basalt-flows and hc1wy underlying 
gravel deposits to a depth of about one hundred a11d fifty feet, though 
its right bank, just above the crossing, is composed of the older rocks. 
It is resorted to by the Indians for salmon fishing during a pa1·t of the 
summer, and there are several temporary houses and a number of 
gravf's. The angle between this river and the Stikine, on the right 
bank, shows three cle<trly defined, superpo~ed, columnar basalt-flows. 
The opposite angle, up which the trail zig-zag!', is in the form of a long, 
narrow point, the surface of which is extremely rough, Leing composed 
of large pieces of basalt lying in great confusion, with deep interspaces 
and crevices. This is generally known as the "lava bed," but its 
broken character appears to have been produced by the washing out 
of the underlying gravelly deposits, resulting in slides and irregular 
settlement of a once uniform basalt sheet. Notwithstanding its rela
tively recent appearance, the basalt here, as elsewhere along the Stikine, 
is of pre-glacial age, and was found, like the other basalt flows, to pass 
beneath the higher terraces. Gold mining was at one time carried on 
successfully for some miles up the Tahl-tan valley. 

According to M. W. Byrnes, one of the Telegraph Company's ex- Sources of 

plorers, the sources of the Tahl-tan are at a distance of about thirty Tahl-tan 
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miles from its confluence with the Stikine. It occupies a portion of 
an important valley which, still further to the north-westward, carries 
the upper branches of the Taku and the furthest sources of the Lewes 
River. The Indians travel along this valley, and it appears worthy 
of attention as a route from the navigable waters of the Stikine to the 
Yukon basin. 

The distance from the Tahl-tan to the Tooya, or Second North Fork, 
is about six miles. For about half this distance, to \Vard's house, 
(now, like other places of call along this route abandoned) the trail 
runs near the Stikine River, the immerliate valley of which still con
tinues to be occupied by basaltic flows. Above these, however, the 
sides of the valley are generally formed of very regu l;ir· and high 
terraces, composed of horizontally stratified :mnds, grnvel s ttnd earthy 
deposits, which though generally vet·y fine, are rather silts than true 
clays. The gravels frequently include large boulders. At \Va1·<l's, the 
trail turns away from the river and cuts across a high point to the 
Tooya, the highest terrace-level crossed being about 1000 feet above 
the river. On the~e terraces the vegetation was pPrceptibly less ad
vanced than in the lower parts of the valley. Swampy spots are fre
quent, and the country, as we recede from the vicinity of the Coast 
Mountains, has evidently a somewhat more humid climate and is more 
subject to summer frosts. Potatoes and other crops are successfully 
grown at Ward's, situated on one of the lower terraces, but irrigation 
is there necessary. 

The Tooya valley, where it is crnssed by the trail, is a great gorge, 
about 600 feet in depth, cut out through the terrace deposits. The 
river, which is spanned by a small bridge, is a wild torrent-almost a 
series of cascades. Its scarped banks show a section of about 400 feet 
of the terrace deposits, which are of the character above noted, but 
include rough, bouldery and gravelly layers, and a number of large 
granite boulders occur in the bottom of the valley, resembling in their 
lithological character the granites of the Coast Ranges. 

Scarcely any authentic information is available regarding the head-
waters of the Tooya, though these have been reached by prospectors 
from Dease Lake. A lake of considerable size is reported to exist on 
its upper part, as indicated in the accompanying map, and the volume 
of water in the river is such as to lead to the belief that it must drain 
a large area to the south of the Yukon watershed. 

Plateau About a mile beyond the Tooya, on the summit of a wide, undulating 
beyond Tooya. . W'l , h H · d h b terrace, is i sons ouse. ere turmps an potatoes ave een 

grown, but the potatoes do not fully mature. From Wilson's to Cari-
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bou Camp, about twelve miles, the trail crosRes an extensive high ter-
race or plateau, with a nearly level or slightly undulating surface, 
which is generally wooded with aspen, black pine and white spruce of 
fair growth. A few very small streams, which flow towu.rd the main 
valley, are crossed, but the river is generally some miles distant and 
scarcely visible from the trail. The Tooya valley is here said to run 
nearly parallel with the ])Jain valley of the Stikine a,nd at no great H~a?- of 

d . ' . b . . . 'bl f h ' l "-T t . St1kme. istance from it, ut is inv1s1 e rom t e tra1. .i'O moun arns were 
here seen to the north-eastward, but high, rounded mountainB, with 
bro;i,d, bare :summits, continue to bor ler the south-east side of the 
Stikine valley. About midway between Wilson's and Caribou Camp, 
the Stiki.ne, or Too-dessa of the Tahl-tau Indiaus, coming from the 
southward, enters the main valley, cutting througli the bordering 
mountains in a narrow canon, which the J ndians report impassable. 
Their route to the upper waLers of the river crosses the mount1ins to 
the west of this canon. They state that after again reaching the 8tikine, 
above the canon, they can ascend it in Ct1,noes without difficulty for a 
long di-tance. 

No rock exposures were seen along this part of the trail, and only 
occasional groups of boulders. The soil appears to be excellent, but 
the rt! titucle is probably too great for the successful cultivation of any 
but the most hardy crops. The vegetation and appearance of the 
country afford evidence that the climate is still a rather dry one. 

The trail reaches the edge of the valley of the Tanzilla, or Third Tanzilla. 

North Fork, about a mile south-westward from Caribou Camp. This 
valley is cut out to a depth of 450 feet below the level of the plateau, 
and is about a mile in width from rim to rim. The sides show evi
dence of extensive landslips, both old and recent. The river is a com
paratively small though swift and muddy stream, with an estimated 
width of 180 feet and depth of about three feet. No rocks are exposed Silt aucl clay 

in the valley, the entire depth of which appears to be excavated in tenaceB 

bedded clays and silts, which weather to gray, earthy slopes. No true 
boulder-clay was seen, but the occasional presence of large granitic 
boulders, with the singularly contorted character of some of the clay-
beds, appear to indicate the existence of floating ice in the body of 
water in which the deposits were originally laid down. The clays and 
silts are evidently the same with those seen in the Tooya, but here, so 
far as observed, want the rough bouldery and gravelly beds which are 
there intercalated, and which are doubtleRs connected with the entry 
of the former representative of the Tooya into the lake in which the 
silty deposits have been formed. Flat or lenticular calcareous nodules 
are abundant at certain horizonf! in both places, and are also reported 

5 
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to occur at some distance up the Tahl-tan, where the same silty deposit 
is probably continued. The level country based on these deposits has 
a width of several miles on both sides of this part of the Tanzilla. 

From Caribou Camp to the vicinity of Dease Lake, or for about 
twenty-six miles, the trail runs along the north-west side of the Tan
zilla. The valley of the stream gradually loses its depth, owing to 
the fact that, while the grade of the stream is considerable, the ter
rnces at its sides continue at about the same l•wel. These consist, so 
fa1 as can be seen, of similar silty and clayey materials, but the edges 
of the terraces arc less marked, and they show a tendency to merge 
into slopes, which rest upon the b•rncs of the mountains bordering the 
valley. The mountains that extend to the south east of the river 
here become higher than before, and take the form of a well-marked 
range, which is known to the Indians as Ilo-tai'-lnh.* Swampy spots 
l>ecome frequent and the vegetation more alpine in character, with evi
<! ence of a considerably greater rainfall. The white spruce is relatively 
more abundant, and Betula glandnlosa and Ledum latifolinm were herP, 
met with for the first tin1e. A great part of the forest all along this 
portion of the valley has been destroyed by fire. Rock is seen in place 
only on approaching the bases of the mountn.ins. 

Opposite the head of Dease Lake, the Tanzilla turns off abruptly, 
and is seen to take its rise in a high range of mountn.ins, holding much 
snow and running in a north-east and south.west bearing, at a di,tance 
of se ,·en or eight miles. The m<lin valley, which has heretofore been 
occupied by the river, turns northward, through a right angle, and 
becomes continuous with that of Dease Lake. The di~tance from the 
head of the lake to the Tanzilla, at the nrarest point, is ahout three 
miles, the level of the Tanzilla being somewhat lower than that of the 
lu.ke. The height of land is about seventy feet above the lake or 2730 
feet above the sea, and constitutes the watershed between the Arctic 
:rnd Pacific slopes. 

The part of the valley which connects the Tanzilla with Dease Lake 
is floored by terrace deposits, and is without, doubt very deeply filled 
with such material, as no sol id rock is seen in it. It has evidently been 
part of a through river-course of very ancient date, but in which direc
tion the stream which originated the valley flowed, it is now difficult 
to surmise. It has, however, been n.gain occupied by a river in compara
tively recent. post-glacial times, subsequently to the formation of the 
terrn.ce deposits, as it is tmversed by a well-marked river-bed, filled 
with rolled stones and gravel. This old channel appears to rise 

*The names of geographical features which have not been previously recogni7-ed, 
whether Indian names or names applied by himoelf, are throughout the descriptive 
portion of this report printed in italics, on the occasion of their first occurrence. 



• 

YUKON DISTRIC'f AND NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA. 67 

slightly towards Dease Lake, and there can be little doubt that the 
stream by which it was formed flowed out of the lake. 

Geological Notes on the Cassiar trail. 

Respecting the older rocks which clrnracterize the greater part of Rocks chiefly 

the country between Telegraph Creek and Dease Lake, few details Pa.heozmc. 

were noted, and no approach to a general section was obtained, as they 
are not usually exposed except along the bases of the mountains, 
which are, as a rule, at some distance from the route of travel. They 
may be described as consisting of gray and greenish-gray quartzites 
and grau wackes, with a large proportion of altered volcanic materials, 
generally felspat~'ic, but passing into diabases and becoming in some 
cases more or less schistose. Rocks originally of volcanic origin 
notably preponderate in the vicinity of Telegraph Creek, while near 
Dease Lake they are less abundant, and at about two miles from the 
lake, on the trail, massive gray fine-grained limestone occurs, in Limestone. 

exposures which are nearly continuous for about a mile. None of the 
mountains in sight on either side of the valley are distinctly granitic, 
and rocks of this character were observed only in one locality, where 
they occupy a relatively small area. 

At about two miles along the trail to the south-west of the Tahl-tan, Hornblende

a dark, blackisli-grE:en, highly crystalline hornblende-rock occurs in ~~~~i~~.d 
considerali lc mass, and is much broken and shattered by a gray por-
phyritic and hornblendic granite, which appears to be of later date, 
and which may have a width of about two miles on the trail. Jn the 
bed of the Tooya River rocks differing in appearance from any seen 
elsewhere on this trail were found. They are reddish and purplish 
in colour, fine-grained and in some beds slightly porphyritic, and Purple felsites 

appear to be chiefly felspathic in composition.* One of these is identical 
with a rock met with in the lower part of the bedded series, a short 
distance above "Grand Rapid," on the Stikine. No fossils were found 
in the limestones above alluded to, and the rocks, as a whole, can at 
present only be classed as Palreozoic, though showing many points in 
common with those of the Cache Creek group of southern British 
Columbia, which is believed to be, in great part at least, of Carboni-
ferous age. 

The pre-glacial age of the basaltic rocks is shown, as already noted, Ba•alts filling 

by their relation to the terraces of the valley, and also by the occur- ~~~l~~~er
rence upon them of large granitic boulders, the transport of which 

* (Oassiar Trail No. 4.) 

5~ 
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must be attributed to glacial action. This is seen particularly in some 
place~ between Telegraph Creek and the Tahl-tan. The basaltic rockR, 
at the period of their eruption, have filled the old river-valley, and 
may very probably have at one time done so continuously from below 
Glenora to the Tooya, or perhaps considerably further. There is no 
reason to suppose that the basalts were erupted from a single volcanic 
centre, and indeed the existence of basaltic dykes cutting the older 
rocks at Telegraph Creek would appear to lead to an opposite conclu
sion. Subsequent to the period of basaltic eruption, the river, still 
flowing in the sn,me great valley, hrts cut down through the basrtlts in 
several places, exposing sections of the gravel deposits of the n,nC'ient 
river. The new channel thus formed is not, however, coincident 
with the old, but cuts across it at several points, and above Telegraph 
Creek, the excavation of the new bed has been carried to a depth 
estimated at from forty to seventy feet below the earlier one. 

A few miles below Glenora, where the basn,lt filling of the old valley 
has been cut across, it seems, however, that the old river-bed is below 
the present water-level, indicating, in connection with the previous 
observation, that the grade of the original river was greater than that, 
of the present. 

Direr.tly opposite the mouth of Tahl-tan River, on the left bank 
of the Stikine, a good section of the old river-bed is exposed in the 
truncated end of a point which forms a spur of the plateau io the south, 
the basalts filling it like a great ingot, and resting, at the bottom, on the 
old gravels; at the sides, directly on the rocky banks of the old channel. 

The angle between the Tahl-tan and the Stikine, on the upper side, 
bas already been r&ferred to in connection with the peculiarly disturbed 
character of the basah layer by which it is capped. Beneath the baRalt 
at this place is a great thickness (apparently not much less thn,n 
one hundred feet) of well-rounded gravel and boulders. It is probable 
that this deposit does not reach to t,he water-level, but its disinte
grated material has formed a slope which conceals any basis of olcl rocks 
which may be beneath it. The eruption of basalt has, moreover, not 
been confined to a single period, but must have occurred at several 
<lifferent times separated by rather wide intervals. The occurence 
in some places of three or more superposed flows, shows this to have been 
the case, but a still more striking proof of the same £act is found in a 
section, observed from a distance, on the left bank of the Stikine above 
thA Tahl-tan. At this place a thick and apparently extensive deposit 
of gravels has been covered by three superposed basaltic flows. Through 
these, a narrow vertical-sided canon has been cut by some tributary 
stream, wh ich has even excavated a portion of the gravels beneath 

• 
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~'IG. 2.-SECTION SilOW!NG OLD RIVER-OHANNEL OAPPED BY BASALTS. EAST BANK 

STIKINE RIVER BELOW TAHL-TAN. 

FIG. 3.-SEOTION SHOWING OLD RI\'ER-OHANNEL ~'ILLED WITH BASALT. ll!OCTH OP 

'.l'AilL-TAN. 

d. 

c. 

b. 

a. 

FIG. 4.-SECTION snowrrrn RELATIONS OF BASALTS AND GRAVELS. STIKINE RIVER, 

EAST BANK, ABOVE '.l'AHL-'l'AX. 

a. Old basal rocks. 
b. Old gravels. 
c. Superposed basalt flows. 
d. Bcisciltic filling of a late1· gorge. 
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the lowest basalt. A fourth basaltic flow has. then occurred, which 
has completely filled the canon and partly overflowed on the surface of 
the highest of the three earlier basaltic layers. 

Though the basalts of Tertiary age actually seen by me are confined 
to the Stikine valley, it is highly probable that fort.her explorations 
will prove their occurrence in other valleys, and possibly also the 
existence of sitnilar rocks, in t,he form of plateaux of some size, in the 
region east of the Coast Ranges. 

The basaltic formation of this part of the Stikine has been described 
in some detail, on account of the importance which it possesses in 
respect to the distribution of gold. The gold along the Stikine was 
said by the rninert1 to be "spotted," or irregular, in its occurrence, 
but the greatel' part of the "heavy" gold was found just along that 
portion of the stream now characterized by the basalts, and it appears 
even possible to trace a connection between the richer bars which 
have been worked and those places in which the present river has cut 
through or followed the old ba~alt-protected channel. This being the 
case, it seems very desirable that the old channel should be fully 
prospected, which I c:tnnot learn has ever been attempted. If gold 
should be found in it in paying quantity, it might easily be worked, 
and would give rise to a comiderable renewal of acti\ ity in mining. 
It is not known to what extent similar conditions may occur up the 
Tahl-tan valley, where alt10 remunerative b"'rs were worked some 
years ago. 

Superficial Deposits ancl l'errnces. 

No true boulder-clay was recognized either on the Lower Stikine or 
in the country between Telegraph Creek and Dease Lak<'; neither 
were any striated rock surfaces actually sPen. The last-mentioned 
fact is to be attributed to the want of suitable localities for observation 
in tha vicinity of the route followed and to the necessarily cursory 
character o[ the examination, as evidence of glaciation of a general 
character, shown in the rounding of rocky hillocks and the transport 
of large boulders, is abundant. The most characteristic later forma.. 
tion of the country between Telegraph Creek and Dease Lake, is the 
silty and clayey deposit which has already been referred to in several 
places. The whole of the great valley has evidently in later-glacial 
times been filled with this deposit, which must have been laid down in 
a comparatively tranquil lake-like body of water, into which coarser 
material was in some places washed by entering torrents, as in the 
cas~ of the Tooya. It appears to me possible that this body of water 
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was held in by means of glacier-ice accumulated on the Coast Ranges 
on one side and those of the Cassiar Mountains on the other, and the 
increased height of the terraces in the vicinity of Dease Lake, as com
pared with Lhose near Telegraph Creek, may show that the terrace
deposits have been laid down near the front of a retreating glacier
mass, the water-level of the lake being reduced pa1·i passu, with its 
recession. The highest terrace-level observed neat· the Tahl-tan, is at 
an approximate elevation of 1700 feet above the seil,, while half way Heights of 

b I T d D L k I t l . h f terraces. etween t le ooya an ease tt e t ie terr::LCes run up o a 1e1g t o 
about 2800 feet. At the head of the lake a well-nmrked terrace-edge 
was observed at 520 feet above the lake, or 3180 feet above the sea. 
The irregular surface of the same terrace sloped upward to a further 
height of about 100 feet, and granite boulders were found on the sum
mit of a limestone hill 1000 feet above the lake, or 3660 feet above 
the sea. If the supposition of the consideraule inland extension of the 
glaciers of the Coast JYf ountains at one epoch of the glacial period be 
correct (and it is strictly paralleled by similat• circumstances in the 
more southern part of British Colu"mbia), the greater part of the 
grnnitic erratics met with may probably have been derived from the 
Coast Ranges, though the Cassiar Mountains, and possibly other ranges 
in the region, are characterized by similar rocks. 

Route fo1· Wagon-road or Railway. 

Dease Lr:tke is the central point of the Cassiar district, and though, Districtnatur

as shown by statistics subsequently quoted, the yield of gold has ~~1Je:s~sy of 

greatly fallen off since the palmy days of its first discovery, it is very 
probable tlrnt further placer mines of value may yet be found in t.his 
region, (of which a great part still remains to be carefully prospected) 
and there is every reason to believe that quartz mining and other 
industries will before long be developed on a conBiderable ~cale. Even 
at the present momf>nt this district is more easily accessible than that 
of Cariboo, and when a wagon-road shall have been built from the 
head of navigation on the Stikine to Dease Lake, it should be easy to 
lay down goods at the latt~r point at very reasonable rates. 

The construction of a wagon-road, with moderately favourable Route for 
wagon road. 

grades, between Telegraph Creek and Dease Lake, would not be very 
difficult or expensive. The first ascent from Telegraph Creek is steep, 
but might easily be overcome. Between eight and ten miles from 
Telegraph Creek, or for a distance of about two miles, the road would 
have to follow a rough hill-side above the canon, where some blasting 
and grading would be required. The descent to the Tahl-tan would 
ent11il some heavy side-hill cutting in rock and earth and a bridge 
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would be necess11ry. The ascent and crossing of the "lava bed" would 
entail about a mile of rough work on the opposite sicle of the Tahl-tan, 
and should the line of the present trail be followed, a long and steep 
ascent, with grading in gravel and clay, would be required at \Yard's, 
and again in descending to and ascending from the Tooya valley, but 
no rock-work would be necessary. It seems quite probable, however, 
that a better route might be found for a road, at a lower level, from 
Ward's to the mouth of the Tooya, in following along the side of the 
main valley. In either case a good bridge would be required at the 
Tooya. Beyond this, all the way to Dease Lrtke, no further serious 
obstacle is met with. Portions of the route are clayey and swampy, 
and to render these easily passable, from eight to ten miles of corduroy 
in all would be required, for which suitable material could be obtained 
near by in all cases. 

Railway route Should the construction of a railway be contemplated, the difficul
ties to be surmounted would be greater in proportion, particularly 
between Telegraph Creek and the Tuhl-tan, where the line would have 
to follow the side of the canon, which is very rough and rocky. Beyond 
this point, so far as the valley could be seen from the trail, it presents 
no very serious impediments. · Below Telegraph Creek, to Glenora, or 
a little further, a railway would involve some moderately heavy side
hill work; but further down the Stikine, to the sea, it might follow 
the river-flats at a nearly uniform level. The greatest difficulty to be 
apprehended on this part of the line would be that likely to arise in 
winter from the very heavy snow-fall on that part of the river below 
t.he Little Canon. 

It may be pointed out, in this connection, that the survey of the 
Stikine and of the valley leading by the Tanzilla to Dease Lake, shows 
that the route is an exceedingly direct one to Dease Lake, and that, 
taken in conjunction with the valleys of the Dease and Liarcl river~, 
it affords almost an air-line from the Pacific Coast to the great 
::\Iackenzie River. (Seep. 19 B.) 

Fl'eight rates. The present [1887] raLes for goods, from Wrangell to Dease Lake 
are about as follow~ :-Wrangell to Telegraph Creek by steamer, 2! 
cents per lb. Thence to Dease Lake by pack animals, 6 cents. Thence 
by lake to Laketon, i to 1 cent. Total, about 9~ cents per lb., or 
$195 per ton. The result of such high prices is to discourage pros
peoting in the district and seriously to ret,ard its further development. 

DEASE LAKE. 

Proceedings We reached the head of Dease Lake on June 5th, and eventually 
:itDeaseLake. left the lake on the morning of June 19th, spending thus thirteen days 
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in all upon the lake. At the date of our arrival, the hike, with the 
€xception of a small area at its bead, was still covered with the decayed 
but unbroken ice of the previous winter, and this did not finally break 
up and disappear till the 16th. Meanwhile, almost all our time and 
attention was devoted to sawing out boards and building three boats. 
Tt would have been impossible to have left sooner, even if we had had 
boats ready at the outlet of the lake, which had long been open, in 
consequence of the entire exhaustion of supplies in the district, from 
which it was necessary that we should depart provisioned for the 
greater part of the summer's work. A s it was, our boats were finished 
a few hours before the final disruption of the ice, which occurred in 
the end with extraordinary rapidity, under the influence of a strong 
wind. It will easily be understood that we had but littlP time or 
opportunity for the examination of the surrounding country, which is 
nevertheless of considerable interest on account of the rich gold-pro
ducing character of some of the streams. 

The disappearance of the ice must al ways be late in this lake, in OpPning and 

consequence of its high altitude, the want of any large entering closingoflake. 

streams <tnd its contracted outlet. It was, however, in 1887, later 
than ever before known since mining operations began. The following 
dates, obtained from 1\'.Ir. Robert Reid, of Laketon, are those of the 
opening and closing of the lake for the past few years ;-

Yecw. Lake opened. 

1882. . . . . . . . ,fonp 9 
1883 . . . . . . . . . . . . i'lfay 30 

(Cl(·nr from end to end.) 
1884. . . . . . . . . .. . ,June 2 
1885 ...... .. ........... June 3 

188G June 5 

1887 .................. . .Tunfl 16 

LC<ke closecl. 

December 5 or G 
December 5 

Decembn 2 
December 1 

(l•'rozen completely across.) 
December 16 

(Crossing on 17th.) 

Further particulars respecting the climate of Dease Lake will be 
found in Appendix VI. [Not reprinted. J 

Dease Lake has an elevation of 2660 feet above the sea, and lies Dense La1rn. 

nearly due north-and-south on the 130th meridian. It has a total 
length of twenty-four and a third miles, with an average width of 
rather less than one mile, being somewhat narrower at the northern 
than at the southern end. Dease Creek, on the delta of which is 
situated Laketon, the chief place of the Cassiar district, enters on the 
west side at sixteen miles and three-quarters from the head of the lake, 
and is the largest tributary stream. It is also the most important, as 
being that on which the richest of the gold deposits were discovered, 
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Mining camps and on which gold is still workfld to a limited extent. A certain 
amount of business is still carried on here, and it is the head-quarters 
of the present Gold Commissioner, Mr. Crimp. At the south end, or 
head 0£ the lake, there are a few buildings, now virtually abandoned, 
and at Porter's Landing, on the west side of the lake near its north 
end, good~ are landed for Thibert's Creek. The old Hudson's Bay post 
was situated about two miles from the lower end of the lake, on the 
east side. A small steamer was put upon the lake when the mines 
were in a flourishing condition, and is still employed in making 

Country snr
rouncl ing the 
lake. 

occasional t rips up or down the lake with supplies. 
The country about the lake is everywhere wooded, though trees large 

enough for lumber are found only in sheltered Yalleys or on low land. 
It is not roughly mountainous, though several prominent summits 
occur. The most conspicuous of these lies four miles back from the 
lake, about half-way between the head of the lake and Laketon. As 
I could not ascertain that this is recognized by any name, I propose 

Mountains. naming it McLeod lifoimtain, in honour of the discover of the lake. 

Superficial 
deposits. 

Its height is about 6300 feet. Between McLeod Mountain and Dease 
Creek is Mount Sullivan,* not so elevated as the last, but nearer the 
lake-shore and very conspicuous from it. On the opposite, or east 
side of the lake, a couple of miles back from the shore, is a group of 
rounded and wooded mountains, somewhat exceeding 1000 feet in 
height above the lake, or about 3800 above the sea. B eady Jfonntain, 
another notable landmark, is also vu the east side of the lake, about 
three miles from its lower end and near the creek of the same name. 
Its height was not determined, but is less than that of l\lcLeorl i'\J oun
tain. Wii;h the exception of these and wme other nameless moun
tains, the country near the lake is merely hilly, or rises in Jong, light 
slopes from the shores to undulating wooded uplnnds, a few hundred 
feet only above it, which coalesce with the bases of the mountains. 
Only near the northern end of the lake do the mountains begin to 
crowd down more closely to the water's edge. The lake is shallow 
and marshy at both ends, but is elsewhere evidently very deep, though 
no soundings have been made in it. 

Rock-exposures are infrequent along the margin of the lake, which, 
when scarped, generally shows only stratified, sandy, clayey and 
gravelly terrace-deposits, like those seen on the trail to the sou lh
eastward. None of these were recognized as true boulder-clay. The 
lake is probttbly held in ~tits northern end by the accumulated delta 
deposit of Thibert Creek.t It is much constricted, further up, by the 

• 80 named for ~Ir. J. H. Sullivan, first Gold Commissioner of the district, bst in 
the wreek of the Pac(fir in 1875. 

t A stre:i.m about fifty feet wide. 

• 
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similar deposit of Dease Creek, and has narrowly escaped beinr; 
divided at this place into two lakes. It is rimmed round at its head 
by somewhat irregular terrace deposit~, which have already been 
alluded to as filling the ancient valley which communicates with that 
of the Stikine. 

The vegetation gives evidence of a greater rainfall and conditions 
more alpine and less favourable than those met with on the trail to the 
south-eastward, and sharply contrasting with that of Telegraph Creek Vegetati_on 

. . . . and cult1va-
f1Ild the Tahl-tan. The effect of the ice upon the lake m sprmg, 111 tion. 

retarding the vegetation in its immediate vicinity, was extremely 
apparent. Agriculture can scarcely be regarded as practicable in thi~ 
region, and the results of gardening, however carefully conducted, are 
small. · Potatoes can be grown, but in some years they are much 
injured by frost, and carrots, lettuce, cabbage, cauliflowers and turnips 
may be made to afford a fair return. 

Such rock-exposures as could be reached near the shores of the lake Rocks. 

were inspected, and the material brought down from the hills by ser-
eral streams was examined, the evidence afforded being in favour of the 
belief that the whole country is underlain by Palreozoic strata resem-
bling those described to the south-mLstward. In addition to the lime-
stone already noted as occurring at the head of the lake, there are gray 
and greenish rocks, representing altered materials of volcanic origin, 
associated with leek-green serpentine, in which) some minute veins of 
chrysotile or asbestos were noted. Besides these, and probably pre
dominant as a whole in the valley of the lake, are argillite-schists, 
which vary from a black plumbaginous, to a gray, finely micaceous, 
character, and are often lustrnus and not unfrequently highly calcareous. 
The rocks, as a whole, closely resemble those of parts of the gold 
bearing series of Carihoo district. 

Dease Creek is said to be about twelve miles in length and to rise Dease Creek. 

in a lake a.bout five miles long. It has cut a deep, narrow V-shaped 
valley through a series of terraces, which have evidently been formed 
at its mouth when the lake stood at various levels higher than the 
present. The ancient pre-glacial valley has, at the same later-glacial 
period, been filled with clayey and gravelly deposits, among which 
large and often glaciated boulders are common. These deposits fre-
quently resemble boulder-clay, and are possibly entitled to be so callP.d. 
The present valley has been cut down through them, and often to a 
comiderable depth into the rock beneath them. Thf' mining has 
occurred chiefly in the bed of the stream, along the surface of the solid 
rock, in the sides of the valley, and in various places in the gravel 
deposits which still remain; also at the head of the flat on which Lake-
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ton stands, where the stream issues from the narrow recent valley. 
}iuch quartz occurs in the wash of the stream, and the gold, being 
"coarse," is evidently of loca.l origin and has been libemted by the 
disintegration of the rocks in the immediate vicinity of, if not entirely 
within, the actual dminagc-area of the strC'am. 

GOLD MINING IN CASSIAR DIS'l'RIC'f. 

Yield of gold. The following table, based on the reports of the Minister of "tliines 
of British Columbia, clearly illustrates the sulden rise and gradual 
decadence of the gold yield of Cassiar district.-

Sources of in
form:.i.tion on 
mining. 

Estiniatcd value of Gold prodl<cal iy Cassicir District, 
from 187 4 to 1Sf:>7. 

1873 ......................................... Not ]mown. 
18H .. .... _... .. ... . ....... _ .... _ Sl.000,000 
lf;/;) ........ ... .. . .. .... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 830,000 
187G .. . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . • . . . . . . . .. .. .. 55G,474 
1871........... .. . . .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . 490,830 
1878 . .. . .. .. . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. .. . .. . :m, 720 
187!)..... . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. . . 405,200 
1880.... . ........ . .. .. . 2fl7,850 
1881. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . 198,900 
1882. . .. . . . . . . .. ... . .. . . . .. .. 182,800 
i 883. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. 119,000 
1884............ . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 101,600 
1885 ................................... .. 
18SG.... ... . . . . . . .. .. . .......... . 
1887 .. 

50,600 
G3,610 
G0,485 

Tot:.i.1 ... . ............................... R-1,886,069 

No estimate has been formed for the yield of the mines in the first 
yea.r of their operation (187:3), but as that for the following year 
appears probably to be overstated, it may, for the purpose of arriving 
n.t a general estimate of the whole, be assumed that the sum of one 
million includes both years. The value of the gold may be stated as 
fron~ $16 to $17 per ounce, though that of Dease Creek is usun.lly 
priced at about $1,:i.50 only. 

In the Report of Progress of the Geological Survey for 1886-87, I 
was enabled to give a general note on the various creeks worked for 
gold in Cassiar and on the Stikine.* The information there given was 
chiefly furnished by ~fr. G. B. Wright. I am now able to add to this, 
particulars as to the actual condition of the workings in 1887. These 
were largely obtained through the kinrlness of Mr. J. S. Crimp, the 
present Gold Commissioner for Cassiar district, though facts were also 

"Op. cit., pp. 138-140. 
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gathered from several old miners who were among the first to entet· 
the country. As explained on a previous page, my opportunities of 
personally investigating the Cassiar district were restricted by the 
necessity we were under of pushing on to our main field of explora
tion. Chiefly from the sources above mentioned the following sum
mary account of the different localities is <lerived. 

Swnmary oj Facts relating to Gold on the Stikine and various Creek:' 
in the Cassiar District (1887). 

Stikine River.-Gold discovered, 1861. Very fine gold can be fourn1 L ocu.litir" of 

on almost all parts of the river, but very littl e profitable work was gold mining. 

ever done below the mouth of the Clearwater. The rich ground 
may be said to have begun about nine miles below Glenora, and to 
have extended thence to the Grand Cafion, aboYe Telegraph Creel:. 
Here Sheck's or Shake's Bar, and Carpenter's, Fiddler's and Buck' 
Bars were situated, the richest being between Glenora and Telegraph 
Creek, though gold was also worked in a few place'> in the Granr I 
Ca1lon. With the exception of a few spots in the lower part of th · 
canon, below tha Tahl-tan, and one nearly opposite \Vilson's, all tlrn 
go ld was very fine. CoarRe gold was also found on the lower part or 
the Tahl-tan, which proved quite profitable, and barH were worked for 
a distance of ten or fifteen miles up the river. Pellets supposrd Co b · 
of silver but probably of arquerite or silver-amalgam were also founci 
on the Tahl-tan. The bars on the Stikinc at first averaged 83 to 810 
a day to the hand, and as much as two to three ounces was sometime:; 
obtained, but not more than 81 to $3 can now be got, a.nd work has 
practically ceased. It is stated tbat none of the higher benches so far 
prospectetl will pay for hydraulic work, but it is doubtful whether 
these have been <>xamined with sufficient care, as the area of such 
benches is very considerable. 

Dease Creek.-The Led of this creek has been gone over seYeral 
times, and is now nearly worked out. It formerly yielded $8 to $50 a 
day to the h<Lnd, and paid well from the head of the flat, at its mouth, 
for six miles up. Above this a few isolated good claims were found, 
particularly the Oariboo Company's claim, eight miles up, from which 
much heavy gold was obtained. This claim has been worked over four 
times. The best remaining claims are bench-claims on the south side 
of t.he creek, some of these being upon an old high channel which 
yields well in places. Some hydraulic work on a small scale is being 
carried on. In 1886 there were sixteen whites and thirty-five Chinese 
.at work, and the total amount produced was about $15,000. The 
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gold is genera1ly well water-worn and somewhat mixed m character, 
Yarying in value from $15.50 to $16 per ounce. 

Thibert Creek.-The bed of this stream is also worked out. It paid 
for about six miles up from the mouth, yielding at about the same rate 
r,s the last. Bench claims are now being worked, two hy the hydraulic 
method, the rest by tunnelling. An old high channel had also been 
found on the south side of this creek, upon which two claims are being 
worked, one paying very well. Yield in 1886, nearly the same with 
Dease Creek, about twenty-two whites a11d twenty-five Chinese being 
rmployed. Gold valued at $16 per ounce. On a tributary named 
Mosquito Creek, very good prospects have lately been obtained,-as 
much as $40 to a six-foot set of timbers. Work is now going on here. 

Defot Creek-A tributary of Canon Creek, on the same (west) side 
of Dease River with the last. It. rises on a plateau high above the 
river, where great numbers of quartz reefs occur, and the gold found 
is quite rough and full of qua.rtz. Large nuggets have been obtained, 
including one of fourteen ounces in weight. Some work is still in 
progress, though the creek-bed is worked out. Gold worth $17 per 
ounce. 

Cail.on Creek.-No paying deposits found. 

Cottonwood Creek.-This large stream heads in the same mountains 
with the last, but no paying deposits have been found upon it. 

Beady Creek.-A little mining was done here in 1874and1875, but 
nothing of importance ever found. 

Eagle River.-No mining ever developed. 

JfcDame Creek-Discovered 187 4. The highest average daily yield 
varied from $6 to $100 to the hand when mining was at its best. Most 
nf the gold was obtained in what appPared to be an old high-level 
<:hannel, which crossed points of terraces or benches on both sides of 
the present stream. A very small proportion of the yield was from the 
stream-bed. Four or five whites · and forty Chinese are now at work 
here, the greater number of the Chinese being employed on wide flu.ts, 
which occur about nine miles up the creek. Bench claims run for 
about seven miles up the creek or to Holloway's Bar. Gold worth 
from $17. 75 to $ 18 per ounce. 

Snow Creek, a tributary of the Jast.-The richest cla.im found in Cas
siar was near the mouth of this creek, yielding for a week 300 ounces 
for six to eight men. Only two men now at work. 

Quartz Creek, a branch of Trnut Creek, which is also a tributary of 
McDame Creek. Good claims were worked here, yielding rough gold 
full of quartz. Much quartz in the vicinity. Two miners now at work. 
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Rosella Patterson and Dennis Creeks.-Yielded moderate amounts of Lo~alities of 
. ,, gold 1nining, 

gold, paymg "wages, say, at $6 a day. Now abandoned. continued. 

The remaining creeks mentioned in the report cited, viz., Gold Creek, 
Slate Creek, Somer's Creek or First North Fork of JlfcDame, l'hird Borth 
Fork of J,£cDame, Spring Creek and Fall Creek, are now abandoned, 
though several of them yielded a considerable amount of gold at one 
time. 

Sayyea Creek.-N ear the head-waters of the Upper Littrd, yielded 
excellent prospects, but has never been properly examinrcl . The gold 
obtained was found in the benches, and some of it was very coarse. 
The creek yielded at the rate of $10. 90 a day to the hand for a Hhort 
time, to three miners who discovered it. 

Walker Creek.-Said to be clista,nt about seventy miles in an easterly 
direction from the mouth of McDmne Creek. Some work has Leen 
done here, but no great quantity of gold obtained. 

Black, Tii1·nagriin or "J,fucldy" River.-Reached by trail running 
easterly from a point opposite the m·outh of McDame Creek, and said w 
be ninety miles distant. Fine gold stated to have been obtrLined to the 
Yalue of $20 per <lay to the hand, and it is generally believed that coarse 
gold !llay occur on its head-waters. In 187 4 prospectors found streams 
about seventy miles south-east of Dease Lake, which are supposed to 
be tributaries of this river, and yielded $6 a day in coarse gold, but a,t 
the time this was considered too poor to work. 

Considerable difficulties were experienced in mining operations in Fror.enground 

some parts of the Cassiar district on account of frozen ground, often 
met with below the wooded and mossy surface. It is on record that 
on Dease Creek, the ground continued to be frozen to the encl of a 
tunnel driven in one hundred and fifty feet from the slope of the hill, 
and at a depth of fort.y feet from the surface. After the woods and 
moss had, however, been burnt off, little further complaint was heard 
of frozen ground. 

Very little has yet been done in the way of prospecting for met.al- M~tn.lliferous 

liferous veins in this d.istrict, but from what I haYe been able to leurn vems. 

it would well repay a thorough examination, and the comp<Lrat.fre ease 
with which it may be reach8d froill the coast, together with the facil-
ity it n.ffords for the construction of a good road to the very centre of 
the district, should not be forgotten. A specimen of galena, holding 
a little copper- and iron-pyrites, from the "Acadia Claim," South Fork 
of McDame Creek, was given to me some years ago by Mr. J. W. 
McKay. This has since been assayed by Mr. C. Hoffmann, and proves 
to contain 7 5 ounces of silver to the ton of 2000 lbs. A piece of native 
copper, fifteen pounds in weight, was at one time found in Boulder 
Gulch, Thibert Creek. 
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Taking into consideration the great extent of generally auriferous 
country includeci in the Cassiar district, it must be conceded, that apart 
from the immediate vicinity of the well known productive camps, it 
has been very imperfectly prospected. A great part of the district 
has in fact merely been run over in search of rich diggings, the simplest 
and cheapest methods of prospecting only having been employed in 
the quest. It is not improLable that additional rich creeks like those 
of the vicinity of DeR.se Lake, mfty yet be discovered elsewhere and it 
may be considered certain that there are great areas of poorer deposits 
which will pay to work with improved methods, and will eventually 
be utilized. It is also to be anticipate<l that "quartz mining" will 
ere long be inaugurated and will afford a more permanent basis of 
prosperity than allu \'ial mining, however rich. 

DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION OF CASSIAR DISTRICT. 

The Cassiar district of the northern int.erior of British Columbia 
may be said to have been twice discovered, first by officers and em
ployees of the Hudson's Bay Company, and again, after a considerable 
interval, by the gold miners. 

The unsuccessful attempt made by the Iludson's Bay Company in 
1834, to reach the trade of the interior country 'west of the Rocky 
]\fountain,; from the mouth of the Stikine, has already been noted. 
(p. 59 n). Efforts were at the same time being made to open up 
routes from the enstward. In the summer of 1831 Mr. J. McLeod, 
chief trader, was employed exploring the Liard River above Fort 
Halkett, and in enden.vouring to di~cover some stream flowing to the 
westward. He found and named DeaRe Lake,* crossed to the head
waters of the Stikine, which he propoRed to name the "Pelly River," 
an<l travelled westward in the valley appn.rently as far as the Tooya 
or Second North Fork. The Indian bridge (afterwards named Terror 
Bridge by l\lr. R. Campbell), by which this river was crossed at the 
foot of "Thomas' Fall,'' was of such a character that neither McLeod 
nor any of his eight men dared to attempt it, and from this point he 
and his party retraced their steps. 

McLeod's The geographical information obtained by McLeod is incorporated 
routeandmap. in Arrowsmith's map of 1850, on which, however, the upper part of 

the Stikine, which McLeod had proposed to call the Pelly, is named 
"Frances River,'' and is placed much too far north and is not con
nected with the Stikine. The name Frances is still retained as an 

* Dease Lake and River were so named by McLeod after Peter Warren Dease, the 
Arctic explorer. 
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alternative one to "Stikeen" on the edition of 1854, though it has 
since fallen entirely into di~mse. McLeod's route from the head of 
Dease Lake, as shown on these maps, crossed the Tanzilla within a 
few miles of the lake, and followed its left bank, recrossing before the 
main Stikine enters the valley, probably by an Indian su3pension 
bridge, which is reported still to exist, within a mile or two of this 
point. On careful consideration of the facts there can scarcely be 
any doubt that the Tooya River was McLeod's furthest point, and the 
Indian bridge probably crossed it near the position of the present 
bridge, though it may have been at some point further up the stream 
which has not yet been mapped. 

In 1836, McLeod's successor at Fort Halkett was instructed to Seeond 
. . ah0rtive expe· 

establish a post across the mountams and to extend the trade down ditiun. 

the Stikine, or "Pelly," as it was then called from McLeod's naming. 
For this purpose he left Fort Halkett early in June, with a party of 
men and two large canoes, but the expedition entirely miscarried. 
The appearance, or reported appearance, of a large force of hostile 
Indians at Portage Brule, ten miles above Fort Halkett, so alarmed 
the party that they turned back in great haste, abandoning their 
goods, and lost no time in running down stream to Fort Simpson. 

For most of the above particulars I am indebted to Mr. Robert Exploration 

Catnpbell, who was at the time of the return of the last-mentioned by Campbell. 

party in temporary. charge of Fort Simpson. The news brought back 
by these expeditions was of a character to discourage further enter-
prises in the region, the extremely difficult and dangerous navigation 
of the Liard River, which constituted the avenue of approach from 
the Mackenzie, being an additional deterrent. In 1838, however, Mr. 
R. Campbell volunteered his services to establish a trading post at 
Dease Lake, and in the spring of that year succeeded in doing so. 
He was accompanied by a half breed and two Indian lads only. 
After ascertaining that the "Pelly" of McLeod was identical with 
the Stikine, he returned to Dease Lake, where, to employ his own 
words, "we passed a winter of constant danger from the savage 
B ussian [coast J Indians, and of much suffering from starvation. \Ve 
were dependent for eubsistance on what animals we could catch, and, 
failing that, on 'tripe de roche.' We were at one time reduced to 
such dire straits that we were obliged to eat our parchment windows, 
and our last meal before abondoning Dease Lake, on 8th May, 1839, 
consisted of the lacing of our snow.shoes."* After being thus aban-
doned, the post was not again re-occupied. It had beco~e unnecessary, 
owing to the leasing of the "coast strip" of Russian America by Sir 

*The Discovery and Exploration of the Yucon (Pelly) River. Winnipeg, 1885. 
6 
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George Simpson for the Company, in consequence of which the trade 
of the interior was enLirely conLrolled on both sides by the Company. 

From this time the country appears to have been practically for
gotten for many years. The furs produced by it found their \my, 
through the Coast Indians down the Stikine, by the Liard to the 
Rudson's Bay posts on that stream, or across country southward tu 
:Fort Connelly (established by Douglas in 1826), on Bear Lake, at the 
head of the Skeena River. The exploration of the Telegraph Survey 
in 1866-67, has already been referred to. It did not extend inland as 
far as Dease Lake. 

Such was the state of the Cassiar district when Messrs. Thibert and 
1\IcCulloch, by the discove1·y of gold in 1872, brought about an entire 
change in its conditions. Henry Thibert, a French Canadian, left the 
Red l{iver country in 1869 on a hunting and prospecting expedition 
to the west. In 1871 he met McCulloch, a 8cotc_hman, and together 
they passed the winter near the abandoned site of Fort Halkett, on 
the Liard River, suffering no ordinary hardships from scarcity of food. 
Near this place, probably on what was known afterwards as 1\IcCulloch's 
Bar, gol<l was £rst found. In 1872 they reached Dease Lake, having 
been informed that it was a good locality for fish, with the intention 
of securing a sufficient supply for the ensuing winter. Being told, 
however, by the Indians, that white men were engaged in mrnrng on 
the Stikine not far off, they crossed by the trail from the head of the 
lake and reached the mining camp of Buck's Bar. Early in 1873 they 
set out on their return to the original discovery of gold, but meeting 
with success on Thibert's Creek, at the lower end of the lake, they were 
deterred from going further and remained working there during the 
summer, being joirnid afterwards Ly Lhirteen others miners from the 
Stikine. Dease Creek was discovered during the same season, and Capt. 
\V. Moore was among the first to begin work there. Thibert is still 
mining in Cassiar, but J\IcCulloch lost his life some years since on a 
winter journey on the Stikine. 

The subsequent history of Cassiar is Lhat of a mining district. 
In 187 4 the population, exclusive of Indians, was estimated to 

have reached 1500. The placers of McDame Creek were discovered. 
Miners descended the Liard a long distance, and worked McCulloch's 
Bar and other river-bars. Prospectors ascended the same river, and 
reported having been within sight of Frances Lake. The little town 
of Laketon was built at the mouth of Dease Creek, and beef cattle were 
for the first tin":ie brought across country from the Upper Fraser. The 
total yield of gold from the district (which, from a mining point of 
view, includes the Stikine) is roughly estimated to have been equal to 
$1,000,000. 
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In 1875, the popula.tion is estimated to have been 1081, and the yield 1875. 

of gold equalled about $830,000. Three hundred head of cattle were 
brought from the Fraser overland. This and the preceding season 
were the best iyears of the district. Of a small party which spent 
the winter of 1874-75 far up the Liard River, four died of scurvy. 
Pro~pecting was actively carried on in outlying regions, Sayyea Creek 
being discovered near the Liard head-waters, and the Frances River 
also apparently examined. 

Owing to the flattering accounts sent out, a great influx of miners 1 16. 

occurred in 1876, the population being at one time estimated at 2000. 
Profitable work could not, however, be found for so many men, and 
the yield of gold fell to $499,830. Walker Creek, said to be seventy 
to eighty miles east of ~foDame Creek, was discovered, but this stream 
never proved very remunerative. Defot Creek was also found, and in 
1878 proved rich for a limited area. 

Since this time the production of the district and the number of Doc:line of 
. 1 d h d 11 d l" d d . k guld mining. mmers emp oye ave gra ua y ec me , an no 11nportant new cree ·s 

ham been discovered, though reports to that effect have from time 
to time been circulated. The Black or Turnagain (Muddy) River is 
the most recent of these, some attention being drawn to it in 1886. 
It appears, indeed, that after the first few years very lit-tle prospecting 
or exploring has been done at a distance from the main creeks, of 
which Dease, Thibert and McDame have througlwut been the most 
impo1·tant and permanently productive. 

DEASE RIVER. 

We left Dease Lake with quite a little flotilla, cons1stmg of the 
three boats we had built, with an Osgood canvas boat, which it had 
been intended to keep in reserve, but which the amount of dead weight 
which we had to carry obliged us to press into the service. Besides 
myself, the party consisted of l\{essrs. McConnell and .McEvoy, four 
while rnen, five Coast Indians and one Indian woman, the wife of the 
leading Indian boatman. 

Though the region about Dease Lake is as a whole rather low, with Cassiar Range 

isolated mountains and ridges here and there prominent, that to the 
east and north-east is very different, being studded with rugged moun-
tains. and in effect constituting an important mountain range with 
north-west and south-east trend, and a transverse width of nearly 
fifty miles. Thi::; range appears to represent a continuation of that 
which in various maps has been named the Peak Mountains or Blue 
;,\fountains, but as its connection to the south-eastward is as yet quite 

6t 
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uncertain, and as neither of these na.mes possesses either a distinctive 
character or any special fitness, I believe it will be most appropriate 
and convenient to call the range the Cassiar Range, and shall accord
ingly so designate it. 

Looking down the Dease River from Porter's Landing, near the north 
end of the lake, the view is one of the most picturesq ue possible, 
embracing a portion of the lake itself, bordered by the marshy flats of 
the mouth of Thibert Creek and bounded by the rugged and extremely 
varied forms of the eastern ridges of these mountains, towards which 
the Dease River flows, and through which it cuts in a direction almost 
directly transverse to the run of the range. 

The Dease River has, up to the present time, been very inaccurately 
represented upon the maps. My survey of the river, as shown on the 
accompanying map, proves that its course is somewhat remarkable. 
Disregarding minor fiexures, which are numerous and sometimes in
volved, it may be described as following three principal directions.
From Dease Lake its general course is N. 50° E. for forty-seven miles, 
to a point near the valley of Rapid River. Here, before it ha~ freed 
itsel£ from the Oassiar Range, it turns nearly at a right angle to a 
bearing of N. 15° W., which it maintains for thirty-one miles. Thence 
it again turns for a second time through a right angle to a course of 
N. 55° E., which it follows to its junction with the Liard. Its entire 
length, thus measured in three straight reaches, is one hundred and 
ten miles, but measured in straight lengths of one mile it is one bun· 
dred and twenty-seven miles, or, following all the sinuosities of the 
stream, one hundrnd and eighty miles. 

The height of Dease Lake, as previously stated, is 2660 feet, within 
small limits of error. That of the confluence of the Dease and Liard 
about ~11)0 feet. The last-mentioned elevation is a fair approximation 
only, as no simultaneous barometer readings were av3.ilable for purposes 
of comparison, and the weather during our stay a.t the forks was rather 
unsettled. The total fall of the river, according to these figures, is 560 
feet, giving a slope of four feet to the mile for its entire length, which, 
judging from analogy with other western rivers, is about what might 
be expected from the appearance of the stream. The velocity of the 
current was estimated at about three miles an hour, as a general aver
age, but there are several little rapids, as well as some rather long 
tranquil reaches. 

The river, from Dease Lake to the Liard, may easily be descended 
in two days, but the ascent is a comparatively slow process, depending 
much on the height of the water, and when thP. bars and beaches are 
not bare for tracking is a tedious affair. It is possible that the river 
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might be navigated by small stem-wheel steamers of good power, as 
there are no insuperable obstacles, but doubtful whether such an 
ent.e1'prise would be a remunerative one, even if the traffic were to 
assume proportions much greater than at present. Such goods as are 
now required at McDame Creek (fifty-five and a-half miles below . 
Dease Lake by the course of the stream) and at the little trading post 
at the mouth of the river, are easily taken down stream in large fiat
bottomed boats, which go back light, by poling and tracking, without 
great ditriculty. The boating on the river has been done principally 
by crews of Coast Indians, who are engaged and brought into the 
interior for the purpose. · 

On leaving Dease Lake, the river is a small stream, estimated to Upper pn,rt of 
average from 100 to 150 feet only in width, with a general middle the river. 

depth of about three feet. It is extremely tortuous and rather swift, 
meandering in a wide, fiat valley. At about eight miles from the lake, 
it may be said distinctly to enter the mountains, the valley at the same 
time gmdually narrowing and becoming bordered by mountains from 
4500 to 5000 feet in height, which, on the l 9th of June, still bore much 
snow on their summits. At about thirteen miles from Dease Lake, it 
expands into a little lake about a mile and three-qmirters in length, 
and Letween this and the mouth of Cottonwood Creek it flows through 
three more similar lake-like expansions, which are, respectively, a mile 
and a-half, two miles and one mile in length. These are probably formed 
in all cases by the partial blocking of the valley hy debris brought in 
by tributary streams, of which Cottonwood Creek itself is the last and 
most important. These lakes constitute somewhat serious impedi-
ments to navigation, as they freeze over in the autumn long before the 
ice takes on the river, and remain frozen till late in the spring. 

The mountains by which the Vttlley is hemmed in on both sides from Smn,11 lakes. 

First Lake to the Cottonwood, are very rough anf!. high, and chiefly, 
if not entirely, composed of granitoid rocks. About three miles and 
a-half north-west of Second Lalce is a remarkable broken summit, with 
a height estimated at 7500 feet, which, from the peculiarity of its 
form, has been named Anvil Mountain. Running parallel with this 
and Third Lake is a straight, well-defined range, the higher peaks of 
which attain an equal elevation, and which, for the sake of distinction 
and in consequence of the long slopes of broken rocks which descend 
from it, has been indicated on the map as the Skree Range. It is pro
bable that actual measurement will show that several of the peaks in 
this vicinity exceed 8000 feet. The vegetation was observed to be 
further advanced as soon as the Dease River was fairly entered, show
ing how great must be the effect of the ice which lingers on Dease 
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Lake, in its immediate vicinity. There is also evidence of a le~s abund
ant rainfall along the r iver. 

Dease River rapidly increases in size, and after the lake is left: soon 
doubles its volume, owing to the number of affluent streams, of which 
Cottonwood Creek is the first which may be called a river. This 
stream occupies an important valley, which may be observed to run 
for many miles in a north-westward direction, bordered by continuous 
high ranges. It is remarkable that no paying deposits of golcl have 
ever been found either on this or on Eagle H.iver, which enters the 
Dease from the south about four miles further down. Eagle River 
also flows between high mountains, and its ntlley appears to be parnllel 
to, and analogous with, that occupied by Dease J,ake. It is evidently 
the "Christie River" of McLeod,* but this name has entirely passed 
out of use, and it appears hopeless to endeavour to reinstate it. Cotton
wood Creek is shown on Arrowsmith's maps, according to McLeod 
and Campuell, but is 11ot named. 

Rock exposures are unfrequent in the banks of the portion of Dease 
River above described, though stratified gravel deposits are often cut 
into. There is also a considerable development of terraces at high 
levels on the sides of some of the mountains, particularly in the part of 
the valley which runs along the base of the Skree Range. Well 
marked terraces are here seen on the weHt side of the va,lley, at an esti
mated height of 2000 feet above the river, or alJout 4GOO feet above 
t.he sea. 

Immediately below the mouth of Cottonwood Creek is the Cotton
wood Rapid, in which the course of the river is impeded by a number 
of boulders. The rapid is not a formidable one, or ~•t all dangerous to 
run, with ordinary care. Tl1e river belo\v Cottonwood Creek runs 
nearly clue east for about ten miles, with a rather strong current. It 
then turns more to the northward, and after making seYeral large 
flexures, reaches Sylvester's Landing, at the mouth of McDame Creek, 
in about eight miles. In this reach the current is slack, and the rfrer 
averages 300 feet in width. The flat land of the river-valley is rather 
wide in this part of its length, but the mountains to the north and 
south are high and bold, many of the summits ranging from 6000 to 
7000 feet,. The lower slopes of the mountains are usually light, and 
in general thickly wooded, but their higher parts are treeless, and from 
the quantity of snow borne by them in June, must retain some snow 

* I have endeavoured in all cases to identify the original names gi vcn l>y the firHt 
explorers in this country, and to ascertain as well the native names of placc-o, but 
where these h'we passed entirely out of use by the miners and traders now in the 
count.ry, it becomes necessary to drop them, though in so doing the strict Jn,w of 
priority is, no doubt, transgressed. 
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throughout the summer. lmmediately opposite the mouth of Mc Dame 
Creek, is a remarkably prominent and abrupt rocky mountain, which 
it is proposed to name Sylvester Parle. It height was estimated at 
7000 feet., but the circumstances did not admit of its measurement. 

Sylvester's Landing is the point of supply for the miners on McDame Sylvester's 

f . l d h Landmg. Creek, also a post, or Indian trace, an there are ere a few log houses 
and store buildings. Mr. R. Sy! vester has been resident here for a 
number of years, and readily gave us all the information and ad vice in 
his power. McDame Creek was discovered to be auriferous in 1874. 

It has since been constantly worked, and, with its tributaries, has 
yielded urnch gold, but is now believed to be nearly exhausted. Its 
valley is wide and important, running north-weRtward for about seven 
miles, and then turning nearly due west. At the angle thus formed, a 
low, wide pass leads through the mountains to the north-eastward, 
where it connects with the valley of the Dease. The appearance of 
this pass, as seen from a distance, is such as to suggest that the Dease 
River itself may at some former period have flowed through it. 

The mountains bordering McDame Creek, viewed from Sylvester's )foDame 

Landing, are singularly different from any before met with. They are ~~;t~~\ains. 
evidently composed for the most part of limestone, and characterized 
by the occurrence of long, bare slopes of shattered rock-fragments. 
They are scarcely at all wooded, and in this respect resern ble the bare 
limestone crests of parts of the Rocky :\fountains m more southern 
latitudes. 

Potatoes and turnips of large size are grown every season without Cultivation. 

difficulty on McDame Creek. 

Nine miles below Sylvester's, the Dease makes its great bend toward 'T'ributaries 

h h ' t · t' f th · h l · · ])p]ow the nort , t em ervemng por 10n o e nver somew at c mngmg its )fcDame. 

character from that above described, rock exposures being compara-
tively frequent in its banks and bed, where they produce several little 
rapids. Four-mile Creek enters from the south at somewhat less than 
the specified distance below Sylvester's. It appears to be the " Stuart 
River" of ::\1 cLeod, shown on Arrowsmith's map of 1850, but neither on 
this nor on that of 1854 is McDame Creek indic;Lted. Sylvester's Trail Trnil to Black 

T . Bl k R' (M dd R' f · h' River. to urnagam or ac 1ver 1 u y 1ver o mmers) runs up t is 
valley, and follows a tributary-Sheep Creek-to the south-eastward, 
passing near the base of Sheep Mountain, a high rugged peak estimat-
ed at 8000 feet, situated about five miles and a.half south of the 
Dease. The distance to the trading outpost on Turnagain Ri,·er is 
estimated at ninety miles, but is probably lesE. Horses are employed 
in packing over the trail. 
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Rapid River. The valley of the Rapid River joins that of the Dease at its great 

DrY btl!t ea't 
of Cassiar 
J\fonntains. 

bend, just alluded to; but the stream, running parallel with the Dease 
for some distance, enters it several miles lower down, and its actual 
confluence was not observed. Beyond the great bend the mountains 
near the river decrease rather notably in height and abruptness, and 
"~ the same time retreaG from the vicinity of the river, the valley 
uecorning very wide, and long, hummocky slopes, or groups of low 
hills, coming in between the river and the mountains. 

The northerly course of the river here carries it very obliquely 
through the eastern portion of the Cassiar Range. The prPcipitation 
in this part of the valley is evidently inconsiderable>. The quantity of 
snow resting upon the mountains was observed to be very small, and 
here Sylvester successfully winters his horses, without cutting hay 
01· otherwise providing for them, the depth of snow in winter 
being so small that it does not seriously interfere with grazing. This 
favoured district is, in fact, homologous with that in the vicinity of 
Telegraph Creek, being in the dry lee of the Ca1-1siar Range, just as 
that is in a similar situation with respect to the Coast l\1 ountains, 
1\Iuch of the Vltlley, with the slopes of the hills, is open or partially 
wooded with groves of black pine ( P. ,J[urrayana) and aspen poplar. 
The grass has the tussocky bunch-grass character usually found in 
dry regions, and it is intermixed with the small s:ige (Arternisiafrigi
da.) The bear-berry (A rctoi;taphlyos uva-ursi) is noi; uncommon, and 
tlie strawberry and lupin ( Lupinus Nootkatensis) were in flower. 
Anemone 1iatens was here also observed for the first time, but l•)ng 
past flowering. 1\Iaking allowauce for the time occupied in reaching 
this place from Telegraph Creek, the progress of vegetation here was 
palpably le~s advanced, but the showing was still a renmrlrnble one 
for the httitude, elevation and distance from the sea of the region. 

Deas~ below Below the Rapid River the Dease changes its ehar:icter considerably, 
Rapid River. becoming relatively wide, with numerous gravel-bars and in some 

pl:ices many i$]ands, with frequent "drift piles" or accumulations of 
timber. Terraces are well shown on the sides of the mountains and 
reach a height of about 2000 feet above the river. 

French Creek. A few miles before reaching the second great bend, a stream joins 
from the west, which has lecome known to the miners as French 
Creek, and is probably the "Detour River" of old maps. It rises on 
the north-east slope of the Cassiar 1\Iountains, and is not large. 

Lower part of The last main reach of the Dease is that which extends from the 
the Dease. second great bend to its mouth, a distance of thirty-one miles in a 

direction of N. 55° E. Though the course of the river is far from 
being direct, the grncral bearing leaves the base of the Cassiar Range 
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nearly at a right angle. The country becomes low and uninteresting, 
and assumes a rather dreary aspect, being covered generally with 
forest of inferior growth, often degenerating into swamp on northern 
aspects, anrl with only occasional grassy openings on slopes with 
sunny exposures. In descending this part of the river, the mountains 
soon become invisible from the ri ver-val ley, which is bordered by 
undulating lowlands, or low diffuse hills which rise to a plateau at 
some miles distant, from 400 to 500 feet above the stream. Banks of 
frozen soil were seen in one or two places beneath a peaty or mossy 
covering. The climate is evidently somewhat more humid than before 
and less favourable to vegetation. The current of the river is rather 
swift, and there are two or three inconsiderable rapids, but none of 
importance till within about four miles of the mouth, where there are 
several strong rapids, which at certain stages of the water are reported 
to be dangernus, and in which all our boats shipped more or less water. 
Terraces, as much a.s 300 feet in boight, approach t.he river in some 
places in this part of its course, and when cut into generally show 
stratified gravels, which sometimes rest directly on low exposures of 
rock. 

The larch (Larix Americana) was first seen five miles below the L::orch. 

second great bend, and below this place becomes quite abundant in 
cold, swampy spots, where it grows with the black spruce ( Picea 
nigra). 

Blue River (the "Caribou River" of Campbell) joins the Dease Blue River. 

twelve miles below the second great bend. It is a stream fifty feet 
wide at the mouth, with clear water, and derives its supply from the 
north-eastern slopes of the Cassiar Range, to the north of French 
Creek. 

The "Lower Post," which is the furthest outwork of "civilization" "Lower Post." 

or trade in this direction, is situated at the edge of a terrace forty feet 
in height on the left bank of the Laird, about half a mile above the 
mouth of the Dease. It is of a very unpretentious character, consist-
ing of a few low log·buiidings, in the vicinity of which the woods have 
been entirely destroyed by fire. 

The soil is poor near the post and the climate evidently unfavour
able, but potatoes and turnips have been grown here in small patches. 

The Liard River is here said to open, as a rule, from the lst to the Opening and 

5th of May, though in 1887 this did not occur till the 18th of that ~l~~'.1g of the 

month. In the autumn of 1886 it was frozen over on November 2lst. 
Mr. Egnell, in sole chargP, recei>ed us on our arrival here with all 

distinction possible, displaying his Union Jack and firing a S3.lute from 
his fowling piece. Before leaving we were indebted to him for many 
other courtesies, all of which are hern gratefully acknowledged. 
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ma e ;1,nyt mg 1 e a comp ete geo og1ca sect10n on t e me o t e 
Dease, in consequence 0f the infrequency of rock-exposures on the 
river itself and the distance and rough character of the bordering 
mountain-slopes. The main geological features al'e, however, suffi
ciently apparent. For about twelve miles below the lake, the rocks 
composing the mountains seem to be referable to the same Paheozoic 
series, which has been described as occurring on Dea~e Lake, but the 
exposures examined appeared to be somewhat more highly altered, 
and in some cases to approach the character of crystalline schists. 
One bedded rock is probably a diabase, with somewhat lustrous divi
sion planes and kernels of epidote. 

Beyond the point above defined, at the first little lake, a granitic 
area is entered on, which may be regarded as constituting the axis of 
the Cassiar Range, and which extends on the river to the mouth of 
the Cottonwood, constituting the entire Skree Range, and app<Lrently 
also Anvil "'.\fountain and the surrounding high mountain region, with 
a transverse width of about thirteen miles. The granite here seen 
differs somewhat from that found on the Stikine in being more highly 
quartzose and occasionally garnetiferous. Mica is present in great 
abundance, and is in some specimens black, in others of characteristic 
pale, silvery colours. The existence of distinctly gneissic rocks was 
not ascertained, but the lithological character of the series resembles 
that of the lowest rocks of Shuswap Lake and other districts in the 
interior of British Columbia to the south, which have been provi
sionally referred to the Archroan. 

The valley of Cottonwood Creek appears to coincide with the north-
eastern edge of the granites for a number of miles. The mouuta.ins to 
the north of it, and extending eastwa.rd along the north side of the 
Dease, are evidently composed of stratified rocks, including important 
brds of limestone, the average dip being about N. 45° E.< 30°. The 
northern spur of the mountain which terminates the Skree Range, 
oppo~ite the mouth of Cottonwood Creek, shows the overlap of the 
stratifiNl rncks upon the granites at a con8idrrnble height above the 
river. The rnounlains which run southward on both sides of Eagle 
River valley seea1 to be also granitic for the most part, though a 
greenish-gray felsite was collected on the river from the northern spur 
of the mountain to the east of the w1lley. 

Little was ascertained respecting the rocks composing the moun
tains between Eagle H.i ver and Sy lrnster's Landing, but granite does not 
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reappear in them. The range to the east of McDarne Creek is largely 
composed of limestone, which, striking in a north-west and south-east 
direction, constitutes also the mountains on the south side oft.he Dease. 
The dip is generally westward, at varying. angles, and the limestones 
are associated with reudish shales, and near the mourh of Rapid River 
were observed to be interbedded with dolomitic byers and calcareous 
schists. The total thickness of the strata brought to the surface along 
this part of the river must be very considerable. The lithological 
resemblance is clo8e to the upper part of the Pal::eozoic section on the 
Bow Pass, including the Ba.nff, Intermediate and Castle Mountain 
limestones of i\fr. McConnell (Annual Report, 1886, part n). Lime-
stones near the western or upper part of the river-section contain 
numerous obscure fossils, including brachiopods, corals, anu apparently 
a sponge-like organism. I also satisfied myself of the occurrence of 
Fusuliria, on weathered surfaces, proving the Carboniferous age of the Fusulina. 

rocks in question. The pure limestones are usually gray and are 
not highly crystalline. 

The mountains bordering the valley in the north-aud-south part of 
its course, between the first and second great bends, appear to be com
posed throughout of similar rocks, though those on the west side are 
much hetter exposed than those on the east. 

Eleven miles south of the second great bend, on the right bank of Conl'n•ed 

the river, is a low, rocky cliff, about fifteen feet above the water, exposure. 

capped by about ten feet of bedded white silts. The rocks are hlack-
ish, sandy shales, rather hard in some places, carbonaceouR, and hold-
ing a little impure lignite. They are extremPly irregular in dip, and 
are broken and jumbled up with a hard, grny quartzite, which is seen 
in places as the underlying rock, but iR even then singularly shattered. 
The aspect of the shales is that of thoGe of the Tertiary rocks, a.nd it 
is possible that this locality represents an old shore-line, but more pro-
bable that the rocks form part of an oincient slidr, or are upon the line 
of disturbance of a fault. 

At the second great bend there are a few exposures of a peculiar Possibly 

character, consisting of regularly bedded, dark, calcareous, flaggy argil- Triassic rncks. 

lites, fLlternating with gray, tlaggy and ma,~ive limestone~. Litho-
logically, these much resemble the Triassic of the \Yest Coast, but no 
fossils could be found, though carefully sought for, and the evidence is 
quite too imperfect for the reference of the l1eds. The limestone is 
rather :)herty, and gives out a fetid odour on being struck. The beds, 
as a whole, tippear to form a, syncline. 

From the second great b "nd to t he mouth of the 
lying rocks consist of gray and black schists, the 

Dease, the under- Schists and 

f 11 
sl::ttes of lower 

ormer genera y river. 
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calc-schists, and the latter more or less highly carbonaceous. They 
are interbedded with thin limestones, which often weather brown. 
The calc-schists are frequently glossy, and in some places form very 
thin, paper-like layers. Some of these rocks closely resemble those met 
with at the "Grand Rapid" on the Stikine (p. 53.) The general strike 
is north-west by south-east, but the direction and angle of dip is very 
varied, and the beds are frequently much disturbed and twisted, and 
traversed by veins of quartz and calcite. There are probably frequent 
repetitions of the same horizon, but the general arrangement may be 
synclinal, the dark shales and schists occupying the higher po~ition, 
and being most abundant about the middle of this length of the river
section. Grnptolites were found in the dark shales, particularly at a 
locality in a north bend of the river, eleven miles westward in a direct 
line from the mouth, and in appen.rance the whole series is much like 
thn.t of the Cambrian calc-schists and Cn.mbro-Silurian graptolite-shales 
of the Kicking Horse (Wapta) valley, west of the summit, on the line 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

The general aspect and association of the rocks to the east of the 
granite axis of the Cassiar Range, closely resembles that of the Rocky 
Mountains about the 5lst parallel, but differs in the large proportion 
of metamorphic materials of volcanic origin, which, from the debris 
brought down by streams, must be even more abundant than the 
exposures along the river would indicate. The difference is paralleled 
by the similar change which is met with on the 5lst degree of latitude, 
in passing from the Rocky Mountains proper to the interior plateau of 
BritiEh Columbia. 

No_te on gr:ip- A small collection of graptoliteR, made at the point above indicated, 
t'!~~:~~~{;rof. has been submitted by ::\Ir. J. F. Whiteaves to Prof. Charles Lapwortb, 

of Mason College, Birmingham, who has kindly examined them, and 
furnishes the following note :-

Age of the 
fauna. 

"The graptolites collected by .Dr. Dawson from the Dease River are 
identical with those examined by me from the rocks of the Kicking 
Horse Pass, some time last year. The species I notice in the Dease 
River collection are:-

Diplog1·aptus euglyphus (Lapworth ). 
Climacograptus, comp., antiqmis (Lapworth). 
Cryptograptiis tricornis (Carruthers). 
Glossograptus ciliatus (Emmons). 
Didymograptus, comp. sagittarius (Hall). 
New form allied to Ca?-nograptus. 

"The graptolite-bearing rocks are clearly of about middle Ordovician 
age. They contain forms which 1 would refer to the second or Black 
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River Trenton period, i.e., they are newer than the Point Levis series 
and older th<m the Hudson and Utica groups. The association of forms 
is such as we find in Britain and Western Europe, in the passage-beds 
between the Llandeilo and Oaradoc limestones. The rocks in Canada 
and New York with which these Dease River beds may best be com
pared are the Marsouin beds of the St. Lawrence valley and the Nor
man's Kill beds of New York. The DeiLse River beds may, perlmps, 
be a little older than these. 

" Mr. 0. White described some graptolites from beds in the moun
tain regions of the west, seve1:al years ago, which may belong to the 
same horizon as the Dease River zones, though they have a somewhat 
more recent aspect. 

"The specific identification of the Dease River fossils I regard as 
provisional. While the species correspond broadly with t·hose found 
in their eastern equivalents, they have certain peculiarities, which 
may, after further study or on the discovery of better or more perfect 
specimens, lead to their separation as distinct species or varieties. 

"It is exceedingly interesting to :find graptolites in a region so far 
removed from the Atlantic basin, and also to note that the typical 
association of Llandeilo-Bala genera and species is still rei::i,i.ned prac· 
tically unmodified." 

Overlying these old rocks, in several places at about eight miles 'l'erti 11ry 

from the mouth of the Dease, are shaly clays and coarse, soft sand- strnta. 

stones, associa1ed with which a thin bed of lignite wa,s observed. 
These are evidently Tertiary, and referable to the series afterwards 
found more extensfrely developed on the Liard, above the mouth of the 
Dease. Some very obscu rn remains of leaves were noticed, but none 
were collected. The beds dip at various angles, sometimes as high as 
15°, and thus appen.r to have been, to some extent, affected by flexure 
subsequent to their deposition. It is not improbable that a consider-
able part of the higher plateau by which the river is here bordered on 
both sides, is composed of these newer rocks resting upon the upturned 
edges of the schists. 

Some notes respecting the superficial geology of the Dease havfl Drift deposits 

already been given in connection with the general description of the and terrnees. 

river. It now only remains to add the following genera] observations. 
The scarped brmks along the upper part of the river, to the first great 

bend, generally show 8tratified sands and grnvels only, all or most of · 
which may be classed as old river-gravels. Between the first and 
second great bends, well bedded, yellowish-white silts appear and are 
frequently exposed. The bedding is sometimes inclined and large 
boulders are occasionally enveloped in the silts, which are in some 
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places seen to rest upon and pass into true boulder-clay, while they are 
generally capped by a varfo,ble thickness of stratified gravels. The silts, 
occasionally, rest directly upon the underlying rocks, and in other 
places have been removed, so that the gravels lie upon the boulder-clay 
or upon the underlying rocks. Below the second great bend, the silts 
still occur, but are not so important, being largely replaced by strati
fied sands and gravels. The <tpproxirnate level of the highest observed 
beds of the silt formation may be stated at 2400 feet above the sea. 
The highest observed terraces on the sides of the mountains have an 
estimated elevation of about 4600 feet.. Glaciated rock-surfaces were 
observed in a ~ingle locality, a few miles below the mouth of McDame 
Creek. They appeared to indicate a flow of ice eastward or down the 
valley, but were not sufficiently distinct to afford completely satisfactory 
evidence on this point. 

UPPER LIARD RIVER. 

We arrived at the little post at the mouth of the Dease on June 23rd, 
in rain, which continued during the whole of the next day, renclering it 
impossible to obtain observations, which were here necessary. On the 
morning of the 25th, however, I secured a fair series of observations, 
and having completed such arrangements as we had to make before 
entering the entirely untravelled country to the north, left the same 
afternoon. Mr. McConnell was here detached, with two men and a boat, 
for the examination of the Lower Liard. We had arranged that a 
couple of local Indians should accompany each party for the purpose 
of assisting at portages and acting as guides, but those who went. with 
us deserted after a few days, and we afterwards learned that Mr. 
McConnell's Indians behaved in the same manner. 

Country near The country about the confluence of the Dease and Liard is low and 
theconAuence. uniform, rising from the rivers, in a series of more 9r less regular ter

races, to a plateau 400 feet or more above the water-level, or approxi
mately 2500 feet above the sea. The extent of this low country is 

considerable. 

The name 
Liard. 

The name of the Liard River, or Riviere aux Liards, refers to the 
abundance of the cottonwood or poplar, and was no doubt originally 
given to its lower portion. This name has been corrupted to "Deloire," 
in which form it is generally in use by the miners of the Cassiar coun
try. It is often spoken of as the West Branch by traders on the Mac
kenzie, and has also been named the Mountain River, and sometimes 
the Great Current River or Courant-fort. It is called Too-ti' by the 
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Indians of the country along its upper part, while, according to Petitot, 
the Indians nearer the Mackenzie name it Erettchichie and Thetta
desse.* . 

The Liard River, though one of the principal fLffiuents of the great Ri,ers hither-
. . . . to Hll8U1°1·eyecl. 

Mackenzie, has remamed up to the present time practically unknown, 
or at least undescl'ihed, though sketched from observations by officers 
of the Hud~on's Bay Company on Arrowsmith's maps, and copied from 
those on other maps. It has long Leen in use as an avenue of commu
nication by the Company, but since the abandonment of the posts to 
the west of the Rocky Mountains, its upper part has been traversed 
only at rare intervals by a few prospectors and miners from the 
Cassiar district. With Mr. McOonuell's work on the lower part of 
the l'iver, and the examination of its upper part here reported on, 
we now have a survey extending from Fort Simp~on, at.; its mouth, 
to one of its furthest sources, in Finlayson Lake. 

This river and the Frances appear to have been ascended by Previous 
" '1 L d b 183' f s· L I b . 18 0 M knowledge of 1\ c eo , a out ,., as ar as 1mpson ace, ut m 4 -' r. R. the Liard. 
Campbell explored the same route to Frances and Finlayson lakes (as 
subsequently mentioned in greater detail), and obtained the most ac-
curri.te geographical information available to the present time. Sir 
J. Richardson, however, in his Arctic Searching Expedition (1851) 
gives such particulars of the Liard as he was able to gather from 
hearsay (Vol. I., p. 167; II., p. 203), and mentions having received 
in 1848, while on the Mackenzie, Honolulu papers of late date by this 
route from the Pacific. On the older maps, the Black or Turnagain 
River is designated as the main continuation of the Liard, but it is 
much smaller than the "North-west Branch" of these maps, to which 
the name is now applied, In the present report that part of this 
branch above the confluence of the Dea~e is, for purposes of descrip-
tion, distinguished as the Upper Liard. 

The Upper Liard, just above the mouth of the Dease and opposite f;ize of the 
the post previously refetTed to, is 840 feet in width, and on the 24th of m<·i·. 

June, 1887, was found to have a maximum velocity of 4·54 miles per 
hour. The river was not cross-sectioned, but, with an estimated 
depth of six feet fo1· one-thir<l of its width, the quantity of wnter car-
ried would amount to about 19,000 cubic feet per second. t This may 
be regarded as a rough approximation for the mean stage of the 
river, which, when in flood, probably carries at least double this volume 
of water. It is a turbid yellowish stream, and contrasts in this respect 

*Bulletin de la Societe de Geographie, vol. X., p. 152. 
tEstimated by approximate formula, Trautwine's Engineers' Pocket-book, 1882, 

p. 562. The depth above assigned to the river is probably too small. 
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with the clearer water of the Dease, which river, at its confluence with 
the Liard, probably carries about half the volume of water above 
assigned to the latter. 

From the mouth of the Dease River to the confiuen·ce of the Frances 
River, the general bearing of the Liard is nearly due north-west, t.he 
distance, in a straight line, being thirty-three miles, or following the 
course of the river, forty-five miles. The Frances River, which was 
followed from the last-named point, disregarding its minor fl.exures, 
has a nearly direct north-and-south course. A straight line drawn from 
the mouth of the Dease to the lower end of Frances Lake is ninety
four miles in length, but the distance between these points, following 
the flexures of the river, is one hundred and thirty-five miles. Almost 
every foot of this distance bad to be made by poling or tracking against 
the rapid stream, and as our boats were heavily laden and not as well 
suited in build as they might have been for the work, the ascent to 
Frances Lake occupied twelve days, or an average distance of about 
eleven miles a day only. As the river w~s entirely unknown to us 
and some t.ime was unavoidably lost in reconnoitering rapids and 
selecting portages, besides the delays incident to Rurveying work and 
geological examination, I believe that, with a good boat and crew, the 
ascent to the lake might be made in about half the aboYe time at the 
same stage of water. In very high water it would be extremely diffi
cult to pass through some parts of the canons, while at exceptionally 
low stages of water, when it would be possible to suhstitute tracking 
for poling in many places, the distance might be accomplished in even 
less time. 

Six miles above the mouth of the Dease, by the course of the river, 
the entrance of the Lower Caiwn is reached. The full height of the 
plateau through which the river here cuts is about 500 feet, but banks 
of this height seldom abut directly on the river. The upper parts of 
these banks are composed of stratified sands and gravels, but the 
lower part of the gorge is cut through sbaly and slaty rocks, which 
are perpendicular or form very steep slopes, averaging about a hundred 
feet in height. The canon is three miles in length, and at high water 
it is said to be necessary to portage the whole of this distance. We 
were obliged to lighten the boats and make four small portages over 
rocky points, where the current was dangerously swift.. The latitude, 
observed at noon near the middle of the canon, was 60° 01' 06". Find
in~ that we were so near the northern boundary of British Columbia 
(Lat. 60°), we made a small cairn of stones on a prominent rocky 
point, in the centre of which a post was erected, on which the latitude 
was marked. The 60th parallel may be said to coincide almost 
exactly with the lower end of the canon. 

-
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The rocks seen in the Lower Canon resemble those described as cha- Rocks of 
· · h f h D R" d D L k b . Lower Callon. racter1zrng t e lower part o t e ease iver an ease a e, Pmg 

shales or schists, which in some places show slaty structure. They are 
generally dark with plumbaginous matter. With these are associated 
gray, somewhat glossy schists, and calcareous schists which pass in 
some places into pretty pure, thin-bedded limestones. Quartzites are 
also present, and all the rocks are occasionally locally silicified. The 
whole series is much disturbed and contorted, and is broken by innu-
merable small, irregular seams and veins of quartz and calcite, with 
some dolomite, though no well marked or important lodes were seen. 
Galena is reported to have been founrl in some of the veins, and to have 
yielded a small return in silver on assay. 

Above the Lower Ca:iion the river continues swift, the current aver- ~i~er from 
·b f ·1 1 d h d. h" . vanon to agmg a out our m1 es an 10ur, an muc excee mg t is rate m many Frances. 

reaches. It is wide and shallow, and in places becomes a complete 
maze of islands and gravelly, half-submerged bars, causing much diffi-
culty and loss of time from the frequent necessity of crossing from 
one to another of these to avoid under-cut banks, with water too deep 
for poling. Our actual travelling time from the Dease to the mouth 
of the Frances, deducting all stoppages, was thirty-eight hours and 
a quarter. 

The river-Yalley averages about two miles in width, and is cut out to 
a depth of 300 feet or more in the plateau, which occasionally rises 
directly from the river-bank to its full height, though the stream is 
usually bordernd by terraces of inferior height, alternating with low 
flats, which occupy the concave sides of the bends. The higher ground is 
generally wooded with spruce, while the black pine ( Pinus Murrayana) 
is abundant on dry terraces, and groves of cottonwood of medium size 
often occur on the flats. Aspen poplar is not uncommon, and a few 
birch ::md larch trees were seen. Little of the timber is of useful size or 
quality. The dry bars and gravelly flats were, when we passed, gay 
with Epilobiurn latifolium, Oxytropis campest1·is, 0. Lamberti and Drya~ 

Dn~mmondii, a;id the wild roses were rapidly coming into ilower. 

About midway between the Dease and Frances a small river enters Rancheria 

from the south-westward, which has been called the Rancheria River, River. 

but of which I do not know the native name. It appears 1.o debouch 
by several mouths when in flood, and apparently rises in the eastern 
slopes of the Cassiar Range. A few miles above this, on the opposite 
side of the river, a small lake, reputed to be well stocked with fish, is 
reported. About seven miles below the mouth of the Frances, on the 
south-west bank, is an old Indian camping place, which is said to be 
frequented at certain seasons by the Tahl-tan Indians for purposes of 

7 
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trade. It is reached by these people by some overland route which 
crosses the Cassiar Mountains to the north of tlte Dease River. 

The Liard is full of islauds at its confluence with the Frances, render-
ing it difficult to estiu1ate the relative importance of the two streiw1s, 
but they a.ppeared to carry about an equal quantity of water. The 
Liard is, however, evidently more subject to freshets; Frances Lake 
doubtless serving to regulate the flow of the Frances River, the water 
of whid1 is a clear, p de, amber colour, and does not thoroughly mingle 
with the yellowish, turbid water of the Liard for some miles. ALo~·e 

the confluence, the Liard valley is seen to trend off in a south-westerly 
direction for ten miles or more, after which it again turns to the north
westward, and, from the scanty information available concerning it, 
seems to flow along the eastern side or the northern continuatiO!l of 
the Cassiar Hange, from which it receives most of its water. 

Sayyea Creek. On comparing the statements of the few miners I have seen who 

Names of 
Liard and 
Frances 
ri\'ert-1. 

R ocks al.Jove 
the Caiion. 

have ascended this river, it appears that Sayyea Creek, which is an 
inconsiderable stream, flows in from the west about fifty-five miles 
above the 111outh of the Frances. Good gold "prospects" were found 
on this creek in 1875, a number of pieces worth ten dollars having 
been obtained, but little work has ever been done. Of a ptirty of 
miners who spent the winter of 1874-75 in its vicinity four died of 
scurvy. Of the other tributaries of the Liard, which must be numer
crns, I have been mrnble to ascertain anything a,uthentic. 

Respecting the names of the Liard and Frances rivers, it should be 
mentioned that Campbell called that which is now known as the Liard 
the "Bell River," after Mr. J. Bell of the Hudson's Bay Company. 
Under this designation it appears on Arrowsrnith's map of 1854, the 
name Liard being applied to the branch now known as the Frances. 
Usage has, however, changed the first nomenclature, and it is undesir
able to attempt to rev<'rt to the original nallles, as, irre,pective of the 
question of relative size, the physical characteristics of the Liard below 
the confluence are undoubtedly continued on the west rather than on 
the east branch above that point. The Indian name of the }?ranees is 
identical with that of the DPasc, being Too-tsho-tooa', or "big lake 

river." 
Roch like those of the Lower Canon are seen at intenals for about 

two miles above its I ead, beyond which, for nbout three miles, strntified 
gravels and sands only :op pear in the banks. Six miles from the canon 
Tertiary clays of whitish and grny colours, and associatPd with impurn 
lignite, are first meL "itli, ~nd thes' continue to appear here and there 
along the river as far as the Frnnces. The thicke~t bed of lignite 
observed was about three feet, four llliles below Lhe Frances. The 
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lignite is genE>rally impure and often very distinctly laminated. It Lignite. 

resembles in character the lignites of the Miocene of British Columbia, 
and the associated clays and soft shales are similar in character to 
those of that formation. Numerous boulders of basalt are found along Basalt. 

this part of the river, and the basalt was observed to form a mural 
cliff, at a height of about 300 feet above the river, at a place jutit 
below the mouth of the Ranc'heria River. This rock evidently o, er-
lies the lignite-bearing beds. The shaly clays and lignites show evi-
dence of considerable disturbance, and dip in some places at rather 
high angles. This may be due to the action of old lan<l -slide.o along 
the banks of the river, but appears to be rather too constant to be 
satisfactorily accouted for in this way. 

Near the mouth of the Frances the white silts again i:>ecome a pro- White silts. 
minent feature, though scarcely seen lower down the river. They 
overlie the Tertiary rocks aud bold concretions of various forms here 
and there. They are capped by the usual stratified sands an<l gravels, 
which generally have a yellowish or rusty colour. 

The gravel bars and the shores of this part of the Liard al'e almost (;u!d. 

half composed of rolled quartz pebbles, which have evidently been 
derived from veins traversing relatively soft schistose rocks like those 
of the caiion. The great quantity of such vein material present in this 
district may be regarded as a favourable indication in respect to mineral 
development. Some small bars have paid to work along this part of 
the river, and gold is also found in some layers of the gravel deposit 
which overlies the older rocks along the ca:iion and above it, where 
"wages" at $4 a day can be made. The amount of cover which it 
Roon becomes nece,sary to remove in following the paying layers, 
has prevented extensive mining, but probably these gravels might be 
advantageously wurkeJ as a whole, by sluicing or by the hydraulic 
method. 

No general view of the country can be obtained from the river, General ap

owing t o woods and the depth of the valley, but from high points of rh:r~~".iC:t~;. 
banks above the river, near the Frances, <L large area may be over-
looked. Thu8 seen, the country is found to be a. wide, rolling plateau, 
with an average elevation of about 500 feet above the river, or say 
2700 feet above the sea. It rises here and there, however, in broad, 
rounded swells, or tlat-toppe<l higher plateaux with steep edges, anda 
con:>iderable part of this higher ground is at an elevation of about 
1000 feet above the river. The plateau is everywhere wooded, except 
where intersected by grassy or mossy swamps of small area. There is 
a large tritingular region of country of this kind between the Upper 
Li ;trd and Dease, bounded to the westward by the front of the 

7! 
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Cassiar Range Cassiar Range, the sharp, rocky peaks of which carry a considerable 
quantity of snow and run along the horizon line for many miles, but 
which, with the exception of a few outlying summits, is at a minimum 
distance of ab:mt twenty-five miles from the mouth of tbe Frances. The 
same low country runs in a north-northwestward direction, without 
apparent limit, forming the upper part .of the Liard valley. To the 

Mom1t:..ins in eastward it is bounded, at a distance of about ten miles, by a compara
tbe east. 

tively low range of rounded mountains and hills, which, from the 

Tertiary 
plateau. 

Indian name of one of its salient points to the northward, may be called 
the 1'ses-i-iih Range. The part of this range nearest to the confluence 
of the France1; and Liard has an elevation estimated at about 3500 
feet above the sea. Like other main features of the country, it runs 
in a north-northwest by south-southeast direction, but dies out com
pletely before reaching the Upper Liard River, which, if continued, it 
would do at the Lower Canon. It is probable, indeed, that the canon 
is produced by the river cutting across the extension of the same ridge 
of rocks which produces these hills. The general uniformity of the 
plateau appears to be largely due to the Tertiary rocks, which doubtless 
underlie almost· its entire area. The appearance of some of the flat
topped hills above alluded to is 1;uggestive of the occurrence of sheets of 
basalt overlying the softer rocks. The forms of the Tses-'i-uh Mountains 
show that they are not thus composed, but Tertiary rocks may again 
occur beyond them, in the valley of the McPherson or Highland 
River, which is not far off. 

FRANCES R .IVER. 

Mouth of The general direction of the Frances, for nine miles from its mouth, 
Frances to · h h I l b d th h d d · f Middle CM<on is nort -nort west. t t rnn en s to e nort -eastwar , an m our 

miles the lower end of the Middle Canon is reached. For the first few 
miles above its mouth the Frances is extremely tortuous, so much so 
that the distance following the actual course of the river to the foot of 
the canon is twenty-two miles. This river, like the Liar<l, was at a me
dium stage near the end of June, 188i .. ~farks along the banks showed 
that it had been about six feet higher in the spring, and that it had 
since been falling. Its average width in this part is about 600 feet, 
and the rate of the current, at the medium stage above referred to, 
about four miles and a-half an hour. 

Terrace. The highest land immediately bordering on this part of the river is 
a terrace at a height of about 160 feet above it, the surface of which is 
in some places composed of almost pure sand, upon which open woods 
of Pinns Murrayana grow. Larch was observed to be moderately 
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:i,bundant in damp, shady localities and the banks \\ere in some places 
dl\·ersified with flowers, of which Potentilla fruticosa and I'rimula 
mi11tassinica were specially noted. 

Numerous small exposures of Tertiary shales and clay, of gray, Exposures in 
b . k' h d 11 . h . t 1 th' f tl . L' the banks. 1ac is an ye owis tm s, occur et ong is part o rn n \'er. ig-
nite is strewn in great qu:mtities over some of the bars, and though 
thin seams occur in places in the banks, it is probable that thicker 
ones exiRt in the bed of the river. The lignite often holds drops of 
fossil resin or amber. The Tertiary rocks are very generally covered 
by sills, like tho~e already several times alluded to. In a bank near 
the mouth of the river, which gives a complete sect.ion from thE:o top of 
the terrace above described, the lowest deposit consists of roughly 
stratified gravel and clay, with some glaciated boulders. This is fol
lowed by the silts, which are again in turn covered by stratified sands 
and gravel~. The lowest deposit probably represents the boulder-clay, 
and rPsembles that of the Upper Pelly River, subsequently described. 

Quartz is not so abundant a constituent of the gravel of the river
bars on this part of the Frances a~ it is on the Liard below, and no 
basalt blocks or boulders were observed here. 

The ,l!iddle Canon, as it may be called for the purpose of distin- Middle 
· h · · · b t th 'l · 1 th th · b · h d · Callon. gurn mg it, IS a ou ree m1 es In eng , e nver erng emme In 

by broken, rocky cliffs of 200 to 300 feet in height for the greater part 
of this distance. We took our boats up along the south·east bank, 
making four short portages of part of the stuff, and two of both boats 
and Jo~ld, across narrow, rocky points. One portage of greater length, 
on the opposite bank, would overcome all the really bad water, but the 
banks on that side are rougher, and the whole force of the current sets 
against the cliff in one place in a dangerous manner. The total fall in 
the cafion is PStimated at. about thirty feet. 

This canon is evidently produced by the southern extremity of a 
second range of mountains parallel to the Tses-I-uh }\fountains, but to 
the west of that range. This southern spur, though ~mbmPrged in the 
Tertiary and drift materials by which the general surface of the coun
try is covered, nevertheless present~ a rocky barrier to the passage of 
the river, and in this place constitutes the eastern margin of the Ter
tiary basin, no beds referable to which are seen further up the Frances. 
The range of mountains here referred to may, for convenience, be 
named the Simpson Mountains. 

The exposures in the lower part of this canon show limestones, some Rocks of the 
of which are moderately pure, but others are nearly half composed of Canon. 

small, more or less rounded fragments of siliceous and schistose rocks. 
rhese weather to rough surfaces, and have a very peculiar aspect, as 
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an intense pressure appears to have flattened the contained fragments 
parallel to a single direction. These limestones are associated with 
several varieties of calc-schists, with hard, grayish-blue, cherty quartzite, 
with schistose breccia, which appears to have been originaily of volcanic 
origin, and with some pretty evident volcanic agglomerate. Further 
up, the rocks have been completely shattered and variously changed in 
appearance by solfataric or some similar action, some pat'ts being 
bleached, while othet's are reddened by the deposition of iron, forming 
cliffs of a remarkably varied appearance. The upper gate of thP canon 
is composed of white cliff.5 of marble and quartzite, all much shattered. 
The marble and limestones are in places associated with reel shales, 
resembling those found in a similar association on the Dease, near the 
eastern edge of the Cassiar Range, and the rocks of this part of the 
section are probably like those, of C:i.rboniferous age. Specimens of 
Fusidina, with polyzoa, etc., are found in some of the limestones on 
microscopical examination. Stratigraphically, the rocks seen in the 
sections are all· much confused and broken, and the angles of dip are 
very varied, though the strike may, in a general way, be given as 
north-northwest. The Simpson .Mountains which are upon this line 
of strike are doubtless composed of rocks of the same character. 

Above the Middle Cafion, the general course of the river is again 
north-northwestward for about twelve miles. It is here usually bor
dered by quite low land on both sides, and the vaJl..,y between the 
southern er,d of the Simpson Mountains and northe.rn part of the 
Tses·1-uh Range is <tbout three miles in width. The wide, uniform 
plateau country is now, however, left behind, and we enter a generally 
mountainous region, though the highest summits in this immediate 
vicinity scarcely exceed 3000 feet above the river. Their forms are 
rather rounded and flowing, and the slopes of those on the east bank 
are nearly bare of trees, while the opposite range is generally wooded, 
but evidently with trees of small growth. The river itself is wide anrl 
deep with a rather slack current. A single exposure only, COlllposed 
of gray-green, silvery schist, was seen along this part of the river. 

Simpson Lake Near the end of this reach of the river, two considerable streams 
enter on the west side, and on one or other of these, at no great dis
tance from the river, Simpson Lake of McLeod and Campbell is situ
ated. As the Indians who had accompanied us up from the mouth of the 
Dease had deserted before we reached this place, I was unable to 
ascertain any definite particulars respecting the lake, though it is 
reported to be a good one for fish. The position of Simpson Lake, as 
indicated by broken lines on the map, must therefore be regarded as 
quite uncertain. The same doubt applies to the Indian names of 
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several rivers tributary to the Frances above this point, for although Tributaries of 

f h l I d . h d d f h f , the :Frances. one o t e loca n lans a ma e or us, upon a s eet o canvas usfln 
as a boat cover, an elabornte charcoal drawing of the whole system, 
it proved to be extremely difficult to recognize the features repre-
sented. The Indian map, such as it is, serves to show that the streams 
tributary to the France.~ River rise in a number of lakes, some of 
which are reported to be of considerable size, <tnd offer a most attractive 
field for further exploration. We were told, however, that none of the 
lakes in this region are equal in size to Frances Lake, for which we 
were heading, a statement borne out by the circumstance that both 
this and Dease L'Lke are known in their respective districts as Too-tsho, 
or "big lake," while the li'rances and Dease rivers are, as alreaJy 
mentioned, both similarly named Too-teho-tooa', or "big lake river." 

From the point just noted, the dire·ction of the river change~ to 
north-east, cutting across the direction of the Tses-I-uh range, which 
terminates at the edge of the river in low, wooded hills. The current 
is moderately swift throughout, and in one place the river is bordered ]'"l"P Callon. 

on both sides by low, rocky banks, but no rapids are met with. Thii; 
we named the False Canon. One or possibly two streams enter from a 
valley which runs to the east of the range just mentioned, but they are 
not of large size. Grayish-green, quartzose mica-schist and greenish 
silvery schists were seen in one or two places, and in the low rocky 
banks above alluded to, blackish argillites and gray quartzites, of a 
less altered appearance than usual, but from which no fossils were 
obtained, occur. 

From the end of this reach the general course of the stream again be- River n,bove 

comes north-north west for about thirteen miles, running for the greater False On.iio:l. 

part of this distance parallel to, and a mile or two mil8s from the base 
of a mountain range, which comes in to the east of Tses-i-ub Range, 
The country to the west of the river is hei·e either flat or characterized 
merely by low, rounded and wooded hills for many miles back, the eye 
ranging across this country to t,he continuation of the Simpson 
-;\fountains, which, with generally rounded forms and no striking sum-
mits, reach elevations of 6000 to 6500 feet. These mountains do not 
form a strictly connected range, but appear rather as a series of moun-
tainous areas, separated by wide, low passes. The Indian ma.p above 
referred to shows three or four lakes in this region, supplying a L>tkes. 

stream nametl Too-tshi-too-a, which flows into the Frances, rca.ching 
it probably just above the Upper Canon. None of these lakes were 
visible from any point reached by us. On the opposite side, one 
stream of considerable size joins the Frances. This is supposed to 
be the Aga-zi-za of the Indians, and, if so, is represented as rising in 
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a chain of small lakes, some of which drain in an easterly direction 
to the )facpherson (Eg-is-e-too'-a) River. The valley occupied by these 
lakes is a travelled route employed by the Indians. 

Granite rocks. The current is swifter in the upper than in the lower portion of this 
part of the FranceR, and there are numerous islands in the river, but 
n::> rock-exposures occur. The mountains to the east of the river are 
high, but have blunt, roundC'd forms. Much bare rock Hhows in their 
sidei:;, but there is no appearance of stratification, and this, with their 
form and colour, and the gl'eat abundance of that materin,J found in the 
streams in this vicinity, renders it nearly certain tha,t thPy are com
posed of granite. 

Charn.<:ter uf The mountains so for met with in the vicinity of the Frances form 
the mountains . . . rather JSolatcd mnges or masses, wh1cl1 rise somewhat abrn ptly from 

genPrally low country, or are separated by wide valleys, the appear
ance being that of a mountain system partly buried in later deposits; 
though no Tertiary rocks, either in place or as loose fragments, are 
met with above the Middle Canon . The granitic mountains last 
referred to form an outlying spur or buttress of the most important 
r'rnge of the district, the ttxis of which is here about twelve miles east 
of the river. This it is proposed to designate the 1100-tsho Rm1ge. * 
The southernmost high summit observed was nan1ed, from its form, 
J'ent P1·ak. It is situated in latitude 60° 52' 45", and has an altitude 
of 7860 fret ab >Ye the sea. 

Upper Canon. The river next n;akes an abrupt turn to the west for four miles, a 
mile and a quartet· of this cli~tance being occupied by a series of rapids, 
which are roeky and rather strong, and have a total fall of about 
thirty feet. The banks rise steeply from the river to heights of 100 to 
200 feet, tho11gh the rocky cliffs along the water are of inconsiderable 
height, i;carcely tinywhere exceeding fifty feet. This place may be 
named the U;1per Ca'fion, and is the last serious impediment to the 
navigation of the river. 'Ve found it necessary to make several short 
portagei:;, but with a brge boat and at a good stage of the river, it is 
probable that one portage of ~ibout 1000 feet in length, on the south 
bank, would O\·ercome all the dangerous water, while the boat might 
he tracked up light. A stream, with moderate current at the mouth 
and about Jift.y feet wide, enters a ,hart distance below the canon, 
coming from the mountains to the north of Tent Peak. The rocks of 

Rocks of the Upper Can 111 comprise black, glossy calc-schists, black quartzite 
UpperCai'ion. l . l 1. t d ·1 1 · t c,. · or chert, h urn 1 nnc~ one, an some green-gray, s1 very sc ns . .-:nm1-

lar rocks are gpen a~ain a couple of miles up the rive1, above the cnn·m, 

* From the nat iYe n'1me of J!'rances L:i,ke. I was un:i,ule to ascertain the Indian 
name of the range, if indeed it has any such. 
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where a rapid occurs. The dips arc nJl low, and so far as observed, 
uniformly in a northerly direction. Some of the schists are highly 
i;ilicitied by action subsequent to their depo8ition, and parts of all the 
rocks, including the lime8tone, are reticulated with narrow quartz 
semm;. Near the upper part of the cnfion some hard conglomerates 
occur, holding schistose fragments, as well as limestone pebLles in 
which crinoidal joints are observable. It is not improbable that two 
unconformable series of rocks occur here, hut I was unable to find 
meam of <li8tinguishing them in the sections.* 

From the Upper Cai1on to !?ranees Lake, a distance of twenty-one Up~erCa1ion 
· 1 c] h If . . l l' l . . . l 1 to l ranees m1 es an a- a rn a stra1g 1t ine, t 10 river rnaintams a nort 1er y Lake. 

direction with considerable uniformity. It is deep, with a moderate 
current, for about eight miles, or to Jloose Island, above which for ten 
miles the cunent is again swift, avernging from four and a-half miles to 
five miles an hour. It again becomes slack for a short distance below 
the lake. Some portions of this part of the river are 111 uch broken up 
by islands and gravel bars. The river-valley averages about ten miles 
in width, extending to the slopes of Too-lsho Hange on the east, and 
being bounded to the westward by a series of rounded mountains, 
which divbrge to the northward from the direction of the first-men-
tioned range, and run to the west of France-; Lake. These I propose 
to iiame the Campbell Jfountains, for Mr. R. Campi.Jell, whose initial 
t•xploratory trip through this country for the Hudson's Bay Company is 
clsPwherc referred to at length. · 

'Ihe valley is partly occupied by terrace-flats, ancl partly by wooded 
hills or ridges with rounded or flowing forms, but which rise in some 
places to heights of several hundred feet. TheToo-tsho Range is here very Too-isho 

comp:lot and regula,r, and runs due north-and-south, the higher summits Range. 

reaching G300 to 7000 feet, ~md carrying some snow, though nothing 
like true glacier-ice was anywhere seen. The lower slopes of the range 
toward the river-valley are ~ingularly uniform and light. Two or 
three streams of some size enter the river from the eastward in this 
p11rt of its course. All that could be gnthered respecting these is 
shown on the map. The furthest north wns named Tyer's River by 
Ca,mpbell, and is known to the Indians as l'as-ka'. The exact position 
of its mouth was not definitely ascertained. 

On a,pproaehing the lake, low ridges and irregular mounds begin to Jl.;fornimc 
appear in the vicinity of the river, projecting through the lower ter- ndges. 

races ,md suggesting the existence of morainic deposits. Large bould-
ers also become abundant in the river-bed. No rnck-exposures what-
ever were seen along this part of the river. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

*If 80, the rof'ks !10ted may represent. the Cretaceous to which they are lithologically 
simihr. 
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~ravellinr; Our actual workinrr time on Frances River, from its mouth to the 
time on " 
Frances River lake, was sixty-seven houl's and a-half. The difference of level Letween 

Frances Lake. 

Character of' 
its valley. 

Frances Lake and the mouth of the Dease is 4 77 feet. By assigning 
ninety feet of this to the fall in the three canons, and dividing the 
remainder by the total length of the river (less the aggregate length of 
the cafi.ms), we obtain an average rate of descent very slightly exceed
ing three feet to the mile, which is about what might be anticipated 
from the cur1ent met with in the river, as compared to that of other 
streams in the district. 

FRANCES LAKE AND VICINI'l'Y. 

The elevation of Frances Lake above the sea, as d,..termined by a 
series of barometer observations extending from the 8th to the l 6th of 
July, is 2577 feet. Three miles from its lower end, the lake bifurcates, 
forming two approximately equal and nearly parallel arms, with 
lengLh,; of about thirty miles. The two arms are n.bout eight miles 
apart, and are sepaniLed by a group of low, rounded mountains, the 
culminating point of which, with an elevation of 5'.2:30 fpct, was named 
13impson's Tower by Campbell, the lake itself receiving its name at the 
same time in honour of Lad.Y Simpson. The eastern side of its east 
arm is bordered by the Too-tsho Range or hills attached to it, while 
the country to the west of the west arm rises more gradually to the 
bases of the Campbell Mountains, some miles distant. Though so far 
refen·ecl to as a single lake, this body of water is in reality entitled to 
be considered as t~ grnup of lakes. The upper end of the west arm, 
with a length of five miles and a-half, is sepa1 atecl from the main por
lion of the same arm by a river-like constriction over a mile in length, 
while the east arm is enterrd by a narrow and inconspicuous opening 
with a strong current flowing out, and the real extent of this arm is 
s»en only after pa,sing, for about seven miles, through a series of irre
gular basins an<l small lake-like exp~nsions connectc>d hy narrows, in 
which a very perceptible current is found. It appearH best, however, 
to retain Campbell's original name for the whole body of water, rather 
than to multiply names for which there is no immediate call. 

Except in its biticl form, for which there are several parallels, and 
which resultR merely from the convergence of two valleys of similar 
characters, Frances Lttke clo:;;ely resembles a large number of lakes in 
the mountainous regions of British Columbia, and has the long narrow 
parallel-sided outli1w characteristic of lakes which occupy old valley
excavations, the cirainage of which has become interrupted in 'arious 
w:1ys. In this case, a~ in a number of others, there can be little doubt, 
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that the lake is held in by morainic accumulations. The great number 
of boulders near its outlet has already been referred to, and the lumpy, 
irregular mounds and ridges composed of detrital matter, on the lower 
seven miles of the east arm, as well as on the corresponding portion of 
the west arm, appear without doubt to represent moraines in a more 
or less degraded condition. The average width of the upper portions 
of both arms, above these interruptions, is pretty uniformly maintained 
at about a mile and a-half, such irregularities as occur being produced 
by gravelly and sandy fiats a few feet above the water-level, which 
have been formed at the mouths of entering streams. The extent anrl 
uniformity of these points, is such as to show that. the lake must have 
remained, during a long period, approximately at its present level. The 
most import.ant of these low points is thrit which separates the upper 
part of the west arm, already referred to, and is due to the Finlayson 
River.* The next is produced by a second stream which enters on 
the same side five miles and a-half below. This stream is somewhat 
smaller than tpe Finlayson, and is known to the Indians as the 
ll-es-too'-a. 

Except along the upper part of the eastern side of the east arm, Country 

the mountains do not slope down abruptly to the shores of the lake. sthirr
1
0u

1
nding 

t e ace. 
Elsewhere, the lake is almost continuously bordered by a terrace-like 
plateau, which is widest to the west, and has an avernge elevation of 
about 300 feet. This resem_bles the low country found about Dease 
Lake, though even more uniform and less sloping in characte:" and 
is not far from the same actual elevation above the sea in both cases. 
The streams entering the lake generally cut down through the <'clges of 
this plateau-like margin in deep narrow gorges, the sections in which 
show that it is composed largely of rock, though levelled up to some 
extent by the aclditiou of superficial gravelly depo~its. This fnct Origin of 

appears to innicate that the lake, or the drainage level of the c:ountry terraces. 

was lllflintained for a very prolonged period at or near the height of 
this plateau before the base-level of erosion was so lowered as to 
permit of the excavation of the lower valleys in which the lake r1ow 
lies. There is, in addition to this, a second lower terrnce, not so well 
marked, and not oft.Pn of great width, at an elevation of ninety feet 
above the lake. This is seen on both arm~, and is composed of 
,gravel and ot.ber detrital de; osits. It is speci'.lJ!y conspicuous ab0ut 
the mouths of the entering streams, and mitrks a later st.age at which 
the water of the lake stood, for a relatively short time, subsequent to 
the glacial period. 

*So nn.med by Campbell after Chief Factor Duncan Finlayson, n.fterwn.rde a mem
ber of the II. B. Co. Board of Directors. 
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Few lakes which I have seen surpass Frances Lake in natural beauty, 
and the scenery of the east arm, bordered on the east by the rugged 
masses of the Too-tsho Range, is singularly striking. The mountains of 
this range. are very varied in form, and a number of points surpass 
7000 feet in height, while one was found to attain an elevation of about 
9000 feet. This is named Mount Logan, for the late Sir W. E. Logan. 
Ileavy masses of snow rest in some of the valleys, but no true glaciers 
are produced, a fact indicating a comparatively small snowfall. The 
broken outlines of this range contrast strongly with tl!e rounded forms 
of the mountains to the west of the west nrrn, with which Simpson's 
Tower and associated hills, separating the two arms, also conform. 

1he west arm terminates in a nearly circular basin about a quarter 
of a mile in diameter, at one side of which a fair-sized river, easily navig
able for boats, flows in. The east arm was not followed to its head, 
though its termination in low land was seen. Here also, accordiug to 
Cmnpbell's sketch, a considerable river, which he has named Thomas 
River, enters. 

The two valleys, the lower parts of which are occupied by the east 
and west arms of the lake, run on far beyond the heads of these arms. 
Each of the rivers flowing in these valleys (according to the Indian 
sketch already referred to) eventually bifurcates, and all four streams 
thus formed rise in lakes. The river flowing into the head of the west 
arm is named Yus-sez'-uh, and the lake on its western branch is known 
as Us-tas' -a-tsho. :N" o name was obtained for the lake on its eastern 
branch, which is evidently, however, Macpherson Lake of Campbell. 

Henry Thibert, who made a pro~pecting expedition up the west a,rm 
of Frauces Lake and far up the ri\·er in question, some years ago, has 
kindly supplied me with some notes on it. He estimated the river, 
from the head of the arm to :i\'facpherson Lake, to be about thirty-six 
miles in length, while Macpherson L<ike is ten miles long. The first 
distance was, however, intended to include the windings of the stream. 
Ht> did not visit Us-tas'-a-tsho, which, however, from the termination 
tsho (=big) is probably large. Us-tas is the name of tlrn rnyLhical 
culture-hero of the Tinne. The Indian name of Thomas River is 
'l.'oo-tlas', the lake in which its easte1·n branch rises being named Tus
tles-to, the source of its western branch Til-e-i-tslw. These lakes and 
connecting rivers are indicated by broken lines on the map, from 
Thibert's account and the Indian sketch of the country, combined with 
the observed positions of several of the mountain ranges. 

The mountains to the north in which these rivers rise, were too dis
tn nt to enable us to fix them with any great accuracy from points oc
cupied by us on Frances Lake, but the whole country in that direction, 



_;
 

ti 
:i 

:i 
5 

. 
i:i

 
i:i

 
i:i

 
i:i

 
:i 

~"
'l
 

0 
" 

0 

a 
0 

0 
~
i
b
 

0 
.n

 
>O

 
1

0
 

1
0

 
lO

 
1

0
 

c<
:i 

in
 

'" 
0 

d 
C

'i 
~c

1'
5 

00
 

r
l
 

..-
< 

"" 
r
l
 

<N
 

"" 
z 

z 
z 

z 
zz

 
z 

z 
z 

z 

G
. 

M
. 

D
. 

de
lt.

 

F
IG

. 
5.

 
O

U
T

L
IN

E
 

S
K

E
T

C
H

 
O

F
 

P
A

R
T

 
O

F
 

T
II

E
 

·r
o

o
-T

S
H

O
 

R
A

N
G

E
, 

P
R

O
M

 
W

E
S

'r
 

S
ID

E
 

O
F

 
F

R
A

N
C

E
S

 
L

A
K

E
, 

A
'l'

 
IT

S
 
OU
~'
LE
T.
 

('.
!'l

ie
 fi

gu
re

s 
pl

ac
ed

 a
bo

ve
 t

he
 v

ar
io

uo
 s

um
rn

it
o 

ar
e 

tr
ue

 b
ea

ri
ny

s.
) 

>< d p::
 

0 z ~ "' 8 l':l 0 8 ~ 1::1
 z 0 i:O
 

8 ~
 

t'l
 

i:O
 z tt

) i:O
 ~ "' ~ 0 0 t:-<
 

d ,,. @
 

~ .....
. 

C
>

 
<

O
 



Rock ex-
]JOSUres. 

Old ll UUtiOll ·,; 
13tty poet. 

Forest. 

110 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 

from such views as were obtained of it, appeared to be rugged and high. 
It was with great regret that we were obliged to abandon the idea of 
exploring these rivers further, but the summer was already so far ad
v1.mced, U1at this was impracticable, in view of the journey still before us. 

The water of Frances Lake is clear and of a pale brownish tint, and 
the lake is eddently very deep in its upper portions, though rather 
shallow where encumbered by the morainic accumulations already 
alluded to. Rock exposures are, as a rule, quite unfrequent along its 
shores, which are generally composed of gravel and sand. At the time 
of our visit it was about six feet below its extreme hi~h-water level, 
and it does nor, appear to be subject to very great fluctuations. Drift
wood is very abundant along some parts of the shores, particularly in 
the west arm, and it is probable that much of this is brought down by 
the river entering at the head of this arm. Lake-trout, whitefish, 
pike and suckers were found in the lake in considerable abundance. 

The site of the old Hudson's Bay post is just above the narrow en-
trance to the east arm, on the edge of the bank, facing westward. 
Though l\f r. Campbell had given me an accurate description of its posi
tion, it was so completely overgrow'n with bushes and small trees, that 
it was discovered with difficulty. The outline of the old stockade, with 
bastions at the corners, is still visible, though all traces of the struc-
ture itself has disappeared. This post has been abandoned since 185 l. 

All the lower country al:>out Frances Lake is well wooded, and the 
mountains are also covered with forest, save where exceptionally steep 
and rocky, to a height of at least 1500 feet above the lake, while trees 
of smalier growth extend in the valleyR considerably higher. The 
most abundant tree, here as elsewhere in the region, is the white 
spruce ( Picea alba). It frequently attainR a diameter of two feet, 
growing tall and straight on low ground and in sheltered places. The 
black spruce (Picea nigra) is also abundant. The larch (Larix Ameri
ca'Tla) is characteristic of damp, cool, northern slopes, and birch (Betula 
papyrifera) is moderately abundant, though not large. The shores, and 
particularly the delta-flats at the mouths of streams, are characterized 
by groves of cottonwood (probably all referable here to Populus bal
samifera) and black pine (Pinus Murrnyana). 

Burnt country Large tracts of country have been burnt over, many years ago, and 
extensive recent fires have swept the western side of the upper part of 
,he east arm. 'Where a second growth has had time to spring up, it 
consists generally of mixed spruce, aspen and birch. Alders are com
mon, but scarcely arboreal, along the borders of the lake. In the 
middle of July thickets of wild roses were seen in many places in full 

bloom. 
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Taken as a whole, the growth of the forest and appearance of the Generala,pect 
. k bi ] . 'd . I ] . h d 1 . of co1:11try. country is rernar ·a y p efLsmg, cons1 enng t 1e 11g an nort 1ern pos1- · 

tion of the lake. The only characteristic difference of the woods here, 
as compared with those of the interior of Brilish Columbia aLout the 
54th parallel, is the great abundance and depth of the soft, mossy and 
lichenous floor, which is everywhere found in them. The trees are also 
often well bearded with moss, affording evidence of a continuously 
moist atmosphere, to be accounted for Ly the almost daily occurrence 
of light showers and the great prevftlence of clouded skies, which was 
found throughout this part of the country. As before noted, however, 
the snowfall cannot be great, nor is there any indication that the 
total annual precipitation is very con8iclerable. 

The infrequency of rock exposures along the shores rendered it dif- Geology of 

fi 1 b · d 'd f l 1 f h l k b h ,bore,. cu t to o tarn any connecte 1 ea o tie geo ogy o t e a e, ot 
arms of which appear, however, to occupy valleys excavated :dong the 
strike of comparatively soft black and grayish glossy schists, which 
are often calcareous and frequ!:'ntly interbedded with bluish limestone. 
In lithological appearnnce these rocks resemble those of the Ciirn bro
Silurian, in which graptolites were found on Dease River, though no 
fossils were obtained here. The strike is parnllel, so far as oh:;erved, 
to the directions of the arms, the prevailing dips being westward on 
the west arm, eastward on tlw east arm. The character of the harder 
and doubtless older rocks which occupy the centre of the anticline 
thus formed and compose Rimpson's Tower and connected hills, was 
not ascertained. 

The high rugged central parts of the Too-tsho R[tnge are composed Qu~rtz veins 

largely or entirely of gray granite, pebbles and boulders of which arfl numerous. 

e\·erywhere abundant, and particularly so along the beaches of the 
east arm. There is, too, a 11ot.able abundance of quartz along all the 
beaches of the lake, this material being derived from innumerable 
veins which traverse the schi8ts in all directions, though mo~t often 
found parallel to the bedding-planes, and generally assuming forms 
more or less lenticular. The largest of these are often several feet in 
width, and those seen in the cafion of the Finlayson, near its mouth, 
are of workable dimensions, if only moderately rich in gold. Specimens 
of quartz veins, containing some iron and copper pyrites, from the east 
side oft.he east arm about midway up it, were found to contain traces 
of gold on a say by Mr. Hoffmann. 

In general appearance the rocks of Frances Lake very closely Prospe?t~ for 

resemble those from whit:h the rich placer gold deposits of Dease Lake gold mmmg. 

are derived, and they are probably of about the same age. Several 
"colours" to the pan were obtained from surface gravel at the mouth 
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of Finlayson River, which struck me as specinJly promising in aspect., 
and there seems to be 110 reason why some of the streams ilowin<i 
across the Bchistose rocks into the lake or in its vicinity should not 
prove to be richly auriferous. This entire district well dcscrvf's care
ful prospecting. After my return to the coast, in the autumn, 1 
ascertained from Charles Monroe that he and some other miners had 
actually done some prospecting in the vicinity of the lake at the time 
when the Cassiar mines were yielding largely, and thl'1 more enter
prising men were scouring the country in search of new fields. R e 
reached the lake from Oassiar by the same route we had followed. On 
comparing notes we found that he had worked for a short Lime at the 
mouth of the Finlayson, where he found the gravel to pay at the rate 
of from $8 to $9 a day. 

CouN'rRY BE'l'WEEN FRANCES LA.KE A.ND PELLY RIVER. 

Proceedings a t We reached Frances Lake on the morning of the Sth of July, and 
Frances Lake. h d b bl t fi d 1 1 I d' t 'd d a we een a e o m any oca 11 ians o serve as gm es an 

Search for 
Indians. 

assist in carrying over our stuff, we should have proceeded at once to 
the best poi11t for that purpose and continued our journey overland 
toward the Pelly. As it was, it became our first object to endeavour 
to find the trail used many years previously by the Hudson's Bay 
Company, of which a general description had been furnished by Mr. 
Campbell. This necessitated a careful examination of the west shore 
of the west arm to its head, which enabled us to identify, with toler
able certainty, the stream which Campbell had named the Finlayson. 
It was supposed that the Indians might have employed the same 
route in the periodical journeys which they were known to make from 
the Pelly down the Frances to the little trading post at the mouth of 
the Dease ; but though the rema.ins of an old log cache of the H udson's 
Bay Company were eventually found, together with the nails and iron 
work of a large boat which had evidently been burnt on the beach 
near it, no sign of a trail could be discovered. It thus appeared very 
doubtful whether we should be able to make our way across to the 
Pelly, with sufficient provisions and the necessary instruments for the 
continuation of our survey in the Yukon basin. 

In order to exhaust the possibility of obtaining further assistance 
before making the attempt, I made a light trip in one of our boats 
ound into the east arm, which was known to exist from Campbell's 

feport, but the na,rrow entrance to which had not even been observed 
on our way up the lake. This also enabled me to sketch the east arm; 
but no Indians were found, in fact, we discovered traces of only a 
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single camp which had been made during the same summer, most of 
the Indian signs being two or more years old. 

All that now remained to be done was to make the best of our own Arrangements 
. for journey to 

resources. We, therefore, went carefully over all our stuff. separatmg Pelly. 

out everything which was not absolutely essential, and making up the 
remainder in packs, together with as much food as could be carried. 
This done, we stowed a great part of our camp equipage, together with 
some provisions, in a strong log cache, which was constructed for the 
purpose in the bay immediately south of the mouth of the Finlayson, 
and moved round to the north side of the delta of that stream, to what 
we believed to be the best point from which to start. We then hauled 
out our two boats, and on the l 7th and 18th of July carried our 
remaining stuff to a point some miles up the Finlayson and above the 
canon and cascades, which render its lower part utterly impassable. 

I 

Here we set up the Osgood canvas boat, which we had also carried Di~cultla.nd 
over. Into this a portion of our stuff was put, and two of our Coast carriage. 

Indians were instructed to endeavour to track it up the shallow and 
winding stream, while the rest of the party found their way as Lest 
they could along the valley, with heavy packs. The walking was 
extremely fatiguing on account of the deep moss, alternating with 
brush and swamp, ..and as in addition the weather was very warm 
and the mosquitoes innumerable, our rate of progress was slow. On 
arriving at the forks of the stream we unfortunately took the wrong 
branch for several miles, leading to some loss of time, but we eve.r.t-
ually reached a lake which we recognized as Finlayson Lake, on July 
24th. The canvas boat did not arrive till the evening of the next day, 
as great difficulty was met with in getting it up the shallow stream, 
which was badly blocked with fallen trees. In the meantime, obser-
vations for latitude and time were taken, tmd a raft was constructed 
on which the stuff might be floated to the head of the lake, which lay 
in the general direction of our route. 

The lake proved to be nine miles and a-half in length, atnd near its Reach Finlay

head we again found the ruins of a Hudson's Bay cache, but no appear- son Lake. 

ance of a trail. Having selected the most promising looking place from 
which to continue our journey, we took out the raft-sticks, in order: 
that they might remain dry and serviceable for our Indians on their 
return, and made a second small cache of provisions. The Osgood boat 
being almost worn out by its bard usage on the Finlayson, and being 
besides quite too heavy to carry overland in addition to our other 
stuff, was also drawn up and abandoned. 

Soon after leaving the lake we fell upon small streams which evi- Reach the 

dently drained toward the west, and about noon on the 29th of July Upper Pelly. 

8 
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we had the satisfaction of reaching the bank of the Pelly River. From 
t.his place our five Coast Indians were sent back, with instructions to 
take back to M.r. Reed, at De:ise Lake, the articles left in the cache on 
Frances Lake, and this duty, we subsequently learned, they faithfully 
performed. 

Having constructed a canoe from the canvas brought over for that 
purpose, we began the descent of the river on the lst of August. 

The above is a summary of our proceedings from Frances Lake to 
the Pelly. I now feel convinced, that if we had had Indian guides, we 
might in all probability have shortened the land carriage and possibly 
have found a travelled Indian trail, by following up the waters 
tributary to the west arm of Frances Lake. It remains to give some 
notes of the country actually traversed. 

Though the region betweE'n Ft·ances Lake and the Pelly may be 
described as a mountainous one, no very high summits were seen, the 
elevations being, as a rule, rounded and regular in outline, and form
ing broad, plateau-like areas above the timber-line in some places. 
The Too-tsho Mountains, which run along the east arm of Frances 
Lake nearly due north, appear to turn more to the westward beyond 
the head of the lake, but the line of travel followed toward the Pelly 
still diverged rapidly from this, the culminating rp.nge of the district, 
.and the general direction of the principal ridges in the vicinity of the 
Finlayson River is not far from east-and west. 

It is probable that the general character of the country here met 
with fairly represents that of a wide belt to the west of the Frances 
River and north of the Liard, including the Campbell and Simpson 
Mountains and their vicinity. The mountains are about equal in alti
tude to those last mentioned, averaging from 5000 to 6000 feet. The 
country is traversed by wide, wooded vall eys, of which that occupied 
by the Finlayson is here the principal. The climate evidently becomes 
less moist as Frances Lake and the vicinity of the Too-tsho Mountains 
is left, anq dry, gravelly terrace-fiats, with Pinus .Murrayana, are 
not uncommon on the upper part of the Finlayson. Larch was observed 
in places for about half the distance up the river toward Finlayson 
Lake, but was not seen furthf'r west. '\Vhite spruce is still the most 
abundant tree, and grows as large as along Frances Lake. The black 
spruce also, however, occurs, and Abies subalpina becomes the common 
and characteristic tree near the upward limit of forest growth on the 
mountains, which hero occurs at about 4200 feet. Grassy swamps 
are found in a number of places, and a good growth of grass is also 
met with where areas h<we been denuded of forest by successive fires, 
so that should it ever become desirable to use horses on this portage, 
they might be maintained without difficulty. 
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The lower part of the Finlayson for about four miles near its Character of 
' Fmlayson 

mouth, forms a series of rapids and small cascades in a narrow, River. 

rocky gorge, making in this distance a total descent of 300 feet to 
the lake. Above this canon it is rapid for several miles, with 
gravelly bars, and quite shallow, but further up it becomes a narrow 
and often deep stream, flowing between muddy and sandy banks. 
At twenty-two miles from its mouth, it divides into two nearly equal 
branches, the northern of which comes from McEvoy Lak1, the south-
ern from Finlayson Lake. Each of these streams, at their confluence, 
is from twenty-five to thirty feet in average width and about two feet 
deep. The northern branch, however, soon becomes shallow, rapid 
and stony, while that coming from Finlayson Lake is extremely 
crooked, winding in all directions in a flat valley about a mile in 
width, and is besides, as already menti01ied, very badly blocked by 
fallen trees. 

From the summit of an isolated, bare-topped hill, which occupies the View fr~m a 
angle between the two streams, and rises about 1200 feet above the val- mountain. 

leys, an excellent view of the surrounding country was obtained. To 
the north-eastward, broken masses of high, rugged mountains, patched 
with snow, limit the horizon. These are evidently connected with 
the Too-tsho Range, but appear to form an irregular western spur, 
which is not continued to the west of north. The intervening district, 
as well as the whole country to the south, is occupied by bare-topped, 
rounded mountains and ridges of less elevation. Amid these hills the 
round or flat-bottomed valleys of the streams extend, showing here and 
there the paler green of a patch of meadow. The most remarkable 
feature is, however, a tract of low, level country, in which McEvoy 
Lake and the head of Finlayson Lake lie. This runs nearly due east-
and-west, and appears to continue in the former direction till it inter-
sects the northern continuation of the valley· of the west arm of 
Frances Lake, and is also observable to the west of the head of Fin-
layson Lake. It is intersected throughout by numerous small lakes or 
ponds and by swampy meadows. 

Finlayson Lake (Tle-tlan'-a-tsoots of the Indians) is nine miles and Character of 
a-half in length and rather irregular in form. Its elevation above sea- i~~:.yson 
level is 3105 feet, as determined by our barometer readings, and it may 
be regarded as occupying the ,;ummit of the watershed between the 
Mackenzie and the Yukon, as no stream of any importance enters it. 
The country about it is all rather low, but is diversified, to some 
extent, by wooded ridges Md hills, which rise highest near its upper 
end. The water is apparently shallow throughout, and had, in con-
sequence, a much higher temperature than that of Frances Lake. It 

St 
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is well stocked with white-fish and lake trout, and also, no doubt, wit.h 
the other species found in Frances I.ake. A dead arnia, eighte'm 
inches long, was also found on the shore. 

The immedi<tte sliores of the Jake are generally quite low and often 
swampy, and the country is covered with small, poor timber, much of 
which has been killed by fire. A pretty well marked terrace, at 100 to 
150 feet above the water, runs nearly all round the lake, and at the 
head are irregular, low, lu;:npy ridges and islands, which evidently 
represent moraine accumulations. No rock-exposures were anywhere 
seen along the lake-shore. 

The distance from the head of the lake to the nearest point on the 
Pelly, in a straight line, is about fifteen miles, but the low tract of 
country already referred to, runs some miles to the south of such a line 
for the greater part of the way. The actual watershed in this low 
country is probably not fifty feet above the lake, but there is no evi
dence that the lake ever discharges toward the Pelly. Its height above 
sea-level is about 3150 feet. Small streams rising to the west of thu 
lake, flow together to form a respectable brook about half way across. 
This occupies a wide, terraced valley, the ridges bordering which 
gradually diverge as the Pelly is approached, and the river itself is 
bordered by undulating terrace-flats several miles in width. 

On ridges west of the head of Finlayson Lake Abies subalpina 
becomes moderately abundant, but the white and black spruce are still 
the characteristic trees, and the former is well grown in sheltered 
valleys. No larch or black pine were seen on this part of the portage. 
The western yellow pond-lily (Nuphar polysepalum) was observed in 
great abundance in a small inlet of Finlayson Lake, and on the hills 
beyond Polymoneum pulchellum and Mertensia panicnlata, with Po
tentillafrnticosa, were noted as specially abundant flowering plants. 
The vegetation in thi> vicinity of the Pelly was much further advanced 
than any we had yet seen, and the climate of the valley is evidently 
more favourable than that of the w11,tershed region. The soil of the 
river-terraces is a fine, silty material, which, judging from the 
luxuriance of plant growth, must be very fertile. 

In consequence of the width of the valleys and the mantle of drift 
deposits, few rock-exposures were met wit.h along the whole route from 
Frances Lake to the Pelly, and those examined consisted wholly of 
schists or schistose argillites, associated with cherty quartzites in some 
places, and generally of blackish or gray colours. The gravel wash in 
the various smaller streams and the rock debris met with on slopes of 
hills and elsewhere, consisted also predominantly of similar materials, 
and it would appear that the whole of this country is underlain by 
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rocks resembling those described on Frances Lake and part of the 
river of the same name. A reddish argillite was noted as locally 
abundant in some streams entering the Finlayson on the south. 
Pebbles and small boulders of gray granite are not uncommon, but all 
appear to have been transported from a distance. In addition to the Rocks of Fin-

b d "b d h 1 b h F" 1 L k h Jayson Lake. rocks a ove escr1 e , t e grave eac es on ~m ayson a e s ow 
numerous fragments of gray-blue limestone, some of which contain 
obscure fossils. Green serpentine, like that of the vicinity of Dease 
Lake, and exhibiting minute veinlets of serpentine-asbestos, with a few 
pebbles of reddish serpentine, were also noted here, and fragments of 
a peculiar white quartz-porphyry are not uncommon. Large pieces of 
the same stone were afterwards found on the hills to the west of the 
lake, but it was not anywhere seen in place. Quartz vein-stuff is 
everywhere very abundant, and on the tenace overlooking the Finlay- Massive 
son, on the north side, three miles below the lake, ti large mass of quartz. 

quartz occurs i11 place. The extent of this mass of quarLz could not be 
ascertained, as it protruded from the soil only in isolate::l spots over an 
area several hundred feet in length and breadth. A few specimens 
were collected, but on assay proved to contain neither gold nor silver. 

One of the most notable features of this watershed region is the Superficial de-
. f d . l . l d "f . h h. h h h 1 . posits of the great quantity o etnta materia or r1 t wit w 1C t e w o e is watershed. 

covered. On the lower part of the Finlayson, irregularly bedded, 
clayey, gravel depo8its, containing large glaciated stones and resem-
bling boulder-clay, were seen; but elsewhere stratified gravels and 
sands are generally shown in any scarped banks which occur. vVell 
rounded gravel was found scattered over the very summit of the iso-
lated mountain at the forks of the Finlayson, above referred to, at a 
height of 4300 foet above the sea, the material being of varied origin 
and including granite. No distinct terraces were found on this moun-
tain, but terraces were noted furthe1· down the valley un the slopes of 
higher hills, at a height equal to, or greater than, that of this place. 
The evidence appears to be conclusive that a body of water, in later 
glacial times, extended quite across the Pacific-Arctic watershed in this 
region, standing at a level more than 1000 feet above it. Glacial 
striation, in a bearing parallel to that of the v!l.lley, was noted on the 
surface of the quarLz mass previously alluded to, but the direction of 
motion of the ice could not be determined. 

UPPER PELLY RIVER. 

Our first camp on the Pelly was situated in !at. 61° 48' 52", long. Upper Pelly 
131° 01' 06", the height of the river being at this place, as approxi- River. 
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mately determined from the mean of a number of barometer observa
tions, 2965 feet. The river is here 326 feet wide, with a current 
slightly exceeding two miles and a-half an hour, and a middle depth of 
seven feet. An approximate estimate of the discharge placed it at 
4898 cubic feet per second. The river had evidently fallen very 
considerably since the early summer and was prol:iably at or below its 
mean stage. The water is here nearly clear, with n light brownish 
tinge. From explorations made at the time of the existence of the 
Hudson's Bay post, as well as from Indian report, the river is known 
to be navigable by boats for a considerable distance above this point, 
and to rise in two lakes, the position of which is [Lpprnxim1Ltcly 
indicated on the map, according to Mr. Campbell's sketch.* Our 
camp was about two miles above the mouth of the stream which 
has already been mentioned as rising on the portage near Finla.yson 
Lake, at the a11gle between which and the Pelly the old post named 
"Pelly BP.nks" was situated. We saw no trace of the buildings 
which formerly existed, though the old tiite might, no doubt, hav~i 
been determined by a little search, had we thought it worth while to 
devote the necessary time to it. 

"Pclly Ba11ks" to Hoolc Caf"ion. 

A f 
From our initfal point. abo·:c rnen.ticneu, to Hoole Cafion and 

ppel\rance o . . · . . . . . . 
the country. Canon, is a distance of thirty-one imles m a 1;tra1gl1t line, the d1rect10n 

Hoole River. 

of which is a few degrees north of west. The river, however, forms a 
wide curve to the south of this line, anc.l is 1Jtsides very tortuous in 
detail, the actual distance, following its course, being fifty miles. 
The main orographic river-valley is here not confined, as is so often 
the case, between parallel ranges of mountains. There is on the contrnry 
a wide tract of irregularly. hilly country, which is bounded to the south 
by a well-defined mountain range at a distance of ten to twelve miles. 
This range is crowned by a series of square-outlined pyramidal pe;iks, 
which are probably composed of stratified rocks. It is proposed to dis
tinguish it as the Pelly .Range. To the northward, no definite bound
ary to the low hilly region can be seen. The actual trough in which the 
river meanders, however, is scH.rcely more than a mile in average 
width, and ii; generally borclereu by terraces a hundred feet or more in 

height. 
Thirty-three miles, by the course of the river, below our starting 

point, a tributary comes in from the mountains to the southward, 
about fifty feet wide by one deep, and very rapid. This is identified 

[*Corrected on the map now published by Mr. Warburton Pike's later observations.] 
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as Hoole River.* Its water is bluish in tint, and clearer than that of 
the Upper Pelly, which by this time has become slightly turbid from 
material derived from its soft, silty banks. The river, between our 
first camp and Hoole River, has a rather moderate current, scarcely 
exceeding four miles and a-half an hour, though with several little 
" riffles " or small rapids. 

Just below the mouth of Roole River is a rapid about 600 feet Rapid. 

long, with a total fall estimated at about ten feet. There is an easy 
portage on the right or north bank, but a fair-sized boat might run 
through without danger at most stages of the water. As a precaution-
ary measure, we lightened our canvas canoe, of the behaviour of which 
in bad watel' we had had at the time no experience. From this rapid 
to Hoo]e Canon the water is swift, and there are several little rapids. 

The banks and beaches of the Pelly above Hoole River, are gen
erally silty or muddy, though the strength of the current is sufficient 
to produce well-washed gravel-bars in mid-stream. Below that point 
the banks and beaches are also as a rule gravelly, in conformity with 
the swifter flow of the stream. 

The banks along the south side of this part of the river, are for the Vegetation. 

most part densely wooded, and where shady and damp the growth of 
timber is small and scrubby, with much black spruce. The banks on 
the opposite side are very different in appearance. Those above 
Roole River show numerous open, grassy patches, and below that 
place grassy slopes preponderate over the wooded area, the grass 
having the characteristic growth and dry, tufted appearance of "bunch-
grass." The trees are similar to those found along the rivers previously 
described, except that Pinus 1lfurrayana and larch do not occur, and 
but a single white birch was noted, near the mouth of Hoole River. 
Groves of cottonwood of medium size cover some of the flats. In one Frozen soiL 

or two banks into which the river was cutting, and where the surface 
was covered with a dense, mossy growth, froze~ soil was observed. The 
depth to which it extended could not be ascertained, as it went below 
the water-level of the stream. 

Above the mouth of Hoole River the rock-exposures are few and Rocks . 

inconsiderable. Near the mouth of Campbell Creek, a yellowish- represented. 

weathering irregularly silicified dolomite was observed in several low 
outcrops, together with green-gray, slightly lustrous schists, and 
similar schists were seen in one or two other places on this part 

* So named by Mr. Campbell after his interpreter. Mr. Campbell, on his original 
sketch and on Arrowsmith 's map, in the construction of which it \\as used, has 
named a number of the tributaries of the Pelly. It has been found difficult to identify 
some of these, but all bave been placed on th~ accompnnying maµ, after a careful 
com1nui~on. 
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of the river. The composition of the gravel of the ril'el'-bars 
may be accepted as indicating in a general way the character ,,f 
the formations of the drainage-area of the upper river. These include 
fragmenls of schists, quartzites and argillites of the same kind as 
before described on the Frances, with gray, fine-grained limestone, 
some pieces of coarse white marble, and occasional small pebbles of 
the same peculiar quartz-porphyry seen on Finlayson Lake. There 
are also represented several varieties of grnnitoid rocks, the most 
abundant of which has a coarse gneissic lamination, with whitish or 
greenish mica and large, white, porphyritic felspar crystals, round 
whicll the byers of the rock bend. This peculiar granite or gneiss is 
probably derived from the head-waters of the main river, and often 
occurs in lar!\e boulders, which can scarcely have been carried by the 
stream, and hnve probably been transported during the glacial period. 

Basalticare:i. At the rapid at the mouth of Hoole River, low bliiffs of dark-brown 
basalt appear, and the same rock crops out in several places further 
down the river, extending probably to within two miles of Hoole 
Canon, though the lower exposures have rather a diorit.ic appearance, 
somewhat different from those first noted. The horizontal extent of 
this local development of basalt is approximately indicated on the 
map, but as the country to the north is here all low, its limit in that 
direction is entirely hypothetical. This is probably the first occurrence 
of basalt on the ri' er, a,s no basalt pebbles were seen above this place. 
The basalt is often amygdaloidal or vesicular and contains chalcedony, 
calcite and some fibrous zeolite, but is scarcely at all columnar. 

Scarped banks Above the mouth of Hoole B,ivet" frequtint scarped banks exhibit 
white or gray bedded silts, associated with or underlain by stratified 
gravels, with a dark-gray, eartl1y matrix. These latter deposits often 
hold large boulders, and observations made further down the river 
appear to show that they rept'esent the boulder-clay. 

Between Hoole Riv;r and the canon, the silts are scarcely seen in 
the banks of the Pelly, being replaced by gravelly and coarse sandy 
deposits. 

Ifoole Canon to Ross River. 

Hoole Cail.on. At Hoole Canon, the river makes a knee-like bend to the north-
eastward, and is constricted between rocky banks and cliffs about a 
hur.dred feet in height (see Plate IV). These render it impracticable 
to use the line, and as the water is very rough and dangerous, it was 
found necessary to carry not only all our stuff, but the canoe as well, 
to the lower end of the canon . The distance by the river is about 
three-quarters of a mile, by the portage half a mile, the highest point 

I 
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being one hundred feet above the river. The portage is on the south side 
of the river, and we found traces on it of skids which had been laid by 
the Hudson's Bay Company many years ago, but no sign of its having 
been employed hy the Indians, who in all this district generally travel by 
land, making rafts when they are obliged to cros5 any of the larger ri·1ers. 

Sixteen miles and a-half below the cailon in a straight line, or Ross River. 
twenty-three miles by the course of the Pelly, is the mouth of 
a river which is identified as the RoRs Hi vcr of Campbell.* This 
stream, which comes from the north-eastward, is to all appearance as 
nearly as possible equal in volume to the Pelly, ha1·ing a width of 290 
feet, with a current of four miles and a-half an hour. Its water is tur-
bid and milky, and colder than that of the P 0lly, leacliug to the belief 
that it is not derived from lakes like that strea,m, or that if hikes do 
occur on its upper waters, they are much less in area than thm;e of the Character of 

. . . • . . . . county. 
Pelly. Its size would mdicate that it may rise m the same distant 
range with the Pelly, but no long view was obtained up its valley, 
which is narrow and bordered by high, steep hills at its mouth. .Mid
way between the canon and the Ross, Ketza H.iver,t a swift stream, 
about forty feet by one foot, joins from the south. Like other streams 
from that direction, it carries clear, blue, mountain water, and brings 
clown quartzitcs, argillites and schists of the usual character, together 
with a great abundance of quartz-gravel. 

The Pelly, between the canon and Ross River, is swift throughout, Rocks. 

with numerous little rapid~. To the south of the river there is still a 
wide extent of low, wooded country between it and the continuous 
range before referred to as the Pelly Mountains. To the north the 
view is more limited, particularly near the mouth of the Ross H.iver, 
owing to the existence of a long, steep ridge, parallel to the couri:;e of 
the Pelly, and from 600 to 800 feet in height above it. The southern 
face of this ridge, which is cut thrJugh by the Ross River, is more 
titan half, open grass land, and would afford excellent pasturage. 

The rocks of Hoole Canon and its vicinity are chiefly white marble, 
associated and interbedded with gray and black cherty-looking quartz
ites, which are often thin-bedded and sometimes rather schistose, and 
precisely resemble the Cache Creek quartzites of southern British 
Columbia. Further down the river are occasional exposures of green
ish and gray schists and schistose argillites. The rocks along this 
part of the Pelly strike nearly parallel to its main direction, or about 
north-west by south-east, and are either nearly vertical or have dips to 

*So named after Chief Factor Donald Ro8s. 

t So named by Campbell, after one of his faithful Indian companions; not Kelzas, 
as shown on Arrowsmith's map of 1854. 
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the south-westward. Stratified gravels are seen in a few places m 
scarped banks, but silts are not here specially characteristic. 

Ross River to Glenlyon River. 

From the mouth of Ross River to the Glenlyon River, the general 
course of the Pelly is almost direct, on a bearing of N. 50° W., the dis
tance being sixty-four miles. In consequence of the number of minor 
:flexures in the stream, this is, however, increased by the river to eighty
two miles. Ten miles below the Ross, following the river, a stream, Lapie 

La pie River. River,* sixty feet wide by one foot deep, and resembling in its general 
character and colour of water Hoole and Ketza rivers, comes in from 
the south. Twenty-three miles from the same point a smaller tri-

Orchay River. butary joins from the north, which is supposed to be the Or~hay of 
Campbell. This is about twenty feet widA by six inches deep, and carries 
clear, brownish water, doubtless derived from a lake or lakes. Ten 
miles further, on the same side, is a valley running to the north, which 
probably brings in a moderate sized stream. But this falls into a 
slough, behind islands, and was not seen. 

Featnresofthe All the way from the Ross to the Glenlyon the Pelly is closely bor-
conntry. d d h 11 f d b dered on the north by ri ges an i s o consi era le height, which 

become mountains of 4000 to over 5000 feet before the last-mentioned 
stream is reached. These entirely preclude any outlook over the 
country on that side. To the south, the important and well-marked 

Pelly Range. Pelly Range is continued to a point opposite the Orchay River, where 
it appears to terminate in a group of mountains lower than those of its 
eastern part, but still from 5000 to 6000 feet in height. These are 
situated at a distance of about six miles back from the river, the inter
vening country being occupied by fower, wooded hills and broken coun
try. The forms of the mountains are rather bold, consisting of steep 
crests and ridges, with intervening narrow, V -shaped gorges, and they 
appear to be grassed or covered with low, herbaceous growth, giving 
them a general greenish tint. There are few bare, rocky summits, 
and the whole appearance is that of a range shaped by normal pro
cesses of denudation from schistose or other crumbling rocks of a 
stratified character and nearly uniform hardness. They still carried 
a few patches of old snow on the 4th of August. The higher portions 
of this range to the eastward, present a rougher and almost serried 
outline, but there are not even there any exceptionally high points, 
and the slopes of the peaks are extremely uniform. Beyond the west-

*This stream was not named by Oam)Jbell. I call it La.pie River, after one of bis 
Indians, he having given thP name of the other (Ketza) to a neighbouring tributary. 
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ern termination of this range, for a distance of about twenty miles, no Gap to the 
. h h d f h . ll F southward. mountams were seen tot e sout war rom t e nver-va ey. rom 

the fact that evidences of a more humid climate were found along the 
corresponding length of the river, it is highly probable that a some
what important gap occurs in this direction, of sufficient width to 
admit the entrance of the moisture-bearing winds. The greater humid
ity of this part of the valley is particularly marked by the densely 
wooded character oft.he slopes on the north side of the river. 

Beyond the gap above referred to, a low mountain-range appears on 
the south side of the river, not in line with that last described, but 
quite close to the river, which here, for a number of miles, flows in a 
valley between two mountain axes. 

The Pelly, for rather more than half the distance between the Ross ~otes on the 

and Glenlyon, continues to be pretty swift, and is much divided ao~ong nver. 

islands and gravel-bars; the remaining pa.rt is comparatively tranquil, 
with the exception of the rapids in the immediate vicinity of the Glen-
lyon. The forest growth t,hroughout is much like that previously 
described, save that the birch is now moc1er:i.tely abundant, and the Black Pine. 

black pine (P. Murrayana) appearE, coming in Jirst on dry northern 
slopes thirteen miles eastward from the Glenlyon. Cotton wood, aspen, 
alder, spruce and willows are the prevailing trees on the river-flats, 
which are usually about ten feet above low-water level. Frozen o;oil 
was again seen in several places along the shady side of this part of l!'rozen soil. 

the river, extending from about eighteen inches below a mossy and 
peaty sod to the water-level, with a depth of ten feet or more. Some 
of these banks were being rapidly undercut by the water, which 
thaws the soil wherever it comes in contact with it, aml ea.uses large 
masses, with the superincumbent sod and trees, to fall into the stream. 

The rapids above alluded to as near the Glenlyon are two in numhel'. Rapids. 

The first occurs in an S-shaped bend about two miles east of the Glen
lyon; the second just below the mouth of that stream. The upper 
mpid is wide and rather shallow, with some rocky impediments. It 
is easily run with a canoe, but at low stages of the river, doubtfully 
pass<Ll.ile for a steamer, unless of light dranght. The cunent in the second 
rapid ;;trikes full on the face of a rocky bank on the right of the river, 
and forms a heavy confused wash in consequence, but is otherwise 
unimpeded and deep. 

The rocks seen along the Pelly between the Ross and Glenlyon, Geological 

I ·1 bi' . l l . I d 'b d d'('(.' features. w n e resem ing in a genera way t 1ose prev10us y escn e , iuer 
in theil' greater alteration and in the evident importance in their com
position of products originally of volcanic origin. The most abundant 
are blackish-gray and greenish quartzites and schists, often more or 



La.ramie or 
Cretaceous 
rocks. 

Fossil plants. 

Superficial 
deposits. 
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less micaceous, and in places passing ~nto true mica-schists. Three 
and a-half miles west of the Ross River, on the left bank, are exposures 
of massive, dark leek-green serpentine, associated with green serpen
tinous and quartzose schists, and a spotted white and green rock, which 
may be a much decomposed diabase or diorite. One portion of the 
bank shows at least a hundred feet in thickness of nearly pure serpen
tine, but no asbestos veins were seen here. Thirty-six miles west of 
the Ross a very peculiar purplish felsite was noted. It is schistose and 
slightly micaceous in the division planes, besides being porphyritic 
with irregular white felspar masses. Four miles east of the Glenlyon, 
a close-grained, banded, white-and-gray felsite occurs, in a much shat
tered exposure, and is probably a fine, altered volcanic a~h. All these 
rocks evidently form members of a single series, and though with 
nu1t1erous local irregularities, strike in a general way parallel to the 
course of the river. The circumstances tend to show that they are on 
the whole stratigraphically higher than those seen further up the river, 
but it is not certain that the dips are normal. 

The most interesting fact developed on this part of the Pelly is, 
however, the occurrence of rocks of Laramie or Cretaceous age. These 
were noted in a single low exposure on the south side of the river, 
twenty-seven miles and a-half west of the mouth of Ross River. They 
consist of black carbonaceous or possibly plumbaginous shales, rather 
hard, and interbedded with gray-brown sandstones, the whole dipping 
nearly due south at an angle of forty-five degrees. But this single 
occurrence of rocks of this character was found, and no rocks are seen 
for several miles up or down the stream, so that the area characterized 
by the formation to which they belong is uncertain. Sir William 
Dawson writes as follows of the fossils obtained here:-" The few 
specimens examined are full of impressions of dicotyledonous leaves, 
much crushed and imperfect. One has the venation of Corylus Mac
Quarrii (Forbes). Another seems to be a Juglans, near to J. acuminata 
(Braun). Both of these species are said by Heer to occur at English 
Bay, Alaska, and also on Mackenzie River. The determinations can
not, however, be conRidered as a certain." 

Fine sections of the drift dPposits frequently occur along this part 
of the Pelly River, forming scarped banks from eighty to a hundred and 
fifty feet in height, and at times a quarter of a mile or more in length. 
The stratified gravels, with gray or brownish earthy matrix, which 
have previously been described, were seen just above tbe mouth of 
Ross River to be interbedded with and overlain by silts of the usual 
character. A few miles below the Ross they were first seen in associa
tion with indubitable boulder-clay, and thence down stream, the earthy 
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or clayey gravels and boulder-clay form the lower portion of most of Peculiarities 

h b . d b b dd d .1 h' l . l ofboulder·clay t e scarps, emg cappe y e e s1 ts, w ic l m some p aces are 
fifty feet in thickness. The stratified earthy gravels and boulder-clay 
are interchangeable and may be considered as constituting a single 
formation. These gravels are sometimes interbedded with rude 
layerR of boulder-clay, while in other sections they occur in the 
bottom of the bank, with massive-looking boulder-clay a.bove them, 
and in yet other instances these conditions are reversed, and the 
gravels pass above into the bedded silts, which everywhere constitute 
the upper member of the glacial series. WhAn the matrix of the 
gravels becomes clayey, they closely resemble boulder-clay in composi-
tion, but do not often hold such large stones as the latter occasionally 
does. The stones of both the gravel and the boulder-clay are more or 
less completely water-rounded, and striated stones were seldom seen 
along the river. The gravels above referred to are quite distinct, from 
the old river-valley gravels, which also occur at various levels, some-
times as the highest member of the section in scarped banks, in other 
cases forming the substratum of river-flats. With the appearance of 
the boulder-clay the scarped banks begin to assume a characteristically 
castellated appearance, standing often in series of nearly vertical but-
tresses and pillars, with deep intervening gullies. 

Glenlyon River to J£acmillan River. 

For the purpose of description, the next convenient length of the 
Upper Pelly which may be taken, is that extending from the Glenlyon 
to the Macmillan l'liver.* This again naturally subdivide::; itself into 
two parts, the first, with a genernl bearing of N. 53° vV., twenty-eight 
miles and a-half, in continuation of the general courne of the upper 
river, the second about N. 77° Vi7 . thirty-three miles. The total dis-
tance, following the course of the river, from the Glenlyon to the 
Macmillan, is ninety-one miles. The tribut~Lry streams in Lhis distance, Tributary 

again measuring by the course of the Pelly, down stream, n.re as streams. 

follows :-Glenlyon River, forty feet by one foot. Eight miles and 
a-half below, stream on the north, sixty feet by six inches. Twelve 
miles, tributary from the south, twenty feet by three inches. Seven-
teen miles, on the south, dry torrent bed. Twenty miles and a-half, 
on the south, ten feet by three inches. Thirty miles on the north, 
thirty feet by six inches; the Earn River of Campbell. Forty-seven 
miles on the south, thirty feet by three inches ; probably the Tummel 
River of Campbell. From this point to the Macmillan no tributary 

* Of Campbell, named for Chief Factor Macmillan. 



Glenlyon 
Mountains. 

The Detour. 

Approach to 
Macmillan 
River. 

126 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 

streams were observed, the country to the northward evidently drain
ing toward the last-named stream, and that to the south, at no great 
distance, being in all probability within the drainage-basin of the 
Lewes. 

The above estimates of the sizes of the streams refer to the date at 
which we saw t.hem .• in August, when most appeured to be at or near 
their lowest sta.ges. For about twenty miles below the Glenlyon 
River, the Pelly is more than usually free from abrupt bends, and few 
islands r.re met with. It is bordered to the south by a range of 
mountains, that may be named the Glenlyon Moimtains, the highest 
points of which somewhat exceed five thousand feet. Lower irregular 
hills border the north bank, and these, as usual, show extensive grassy 
slopes on the southern exposures. At the distance just mentioned 
from the Glenlyon, the river turns abruptly to the northward, making 
an S-shaped bend, and cutt,ing completely through the ridge which has 
previously bounded it on that side. After a sinuous course of about 
fifteen miles to the north of the ridge, (about midway in which it 
receives the Earn River), it turns again with equal abruptness to the 
southward, rounding the west point of the ridge, which here dies 
away. This peculiar flexure is distinguished on the map as The Detour. 
To the south of the ridge is a wide valley, that lies in the general 
direction of the river, and which, though now apparently floored by 
drift deposits, doubtless represents a pre-glacial valley of the Pelly. 
The distance from bend to bend of the river, through this disused 
valley, is eight miles and a half, and the height of its floor above the 
water-level was estimated at about two hundred feet. As far as the 
lower end of The Detour the current is rather swift and there are a 
number of little riffles, some of which might be called rapids, though 
none are of a character to impede navigation. 

From The Detour to the Macmillan, the Pelly has a currenL 
averaging not more than three miles an hour, though attaining four 
miles in a few places. The country begins to open out to a greater 
extent than found anywhere on the upper river, and is diversified only 
by comparatively low and irregular hills. About fifteen miles east
ward of the Macmillan is a wide low gap opening to the aorth, by 
which t.he Indians evidently cross over to the valley of that river, as 
several large rafts were seen here on the north bank. Between this 
place and the mouth of the Macmillan, the river becomes again rather 
strictly confined between ranges of hills, but just below its confluence 
it turns sharply to the north and is broken up into several channels 
among a number of low, wooded islands. 
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The Macmillan and the Pelly valleys coalesce at an acute angle at Confluence of 

h . f h f h'll l . h 1 h cl h the rivers. t e western pomt o t e range o I s w uc a one as separate t em 
for some distance, and the two streams must run nearly parallel for 
many miles above their junction. The Macmillan is bordered to the 
north by a well defined range of low mountains, which continues to 
the westward for about ten miles as the bordering range of the united 
streams. At the confluence, the Pelly appeared evidenLly to be some-
what the larger river at the time of our visit, and it is prnbably so at 
all properly comparable stages of water. The inequality in size 
can not, however, be very great. The width of the Macmillan, just 
above its mouth, was found to be 455 feet, the rate of the current, 
which is greater than that of the Pelly at the same place, was 2·7 
miles per hour. The Macmillan water is much more turbid than that 
of the Pelly, and of a yellowish colour. The temperature of both 
rivers was identical on the ninth of August, being 54° F. It may 
probably be assumed from this circumstance that the origin of the 
rivers is similar, and that the Macmillan, like the Pelly, rises in or 
flows through considerable lakes, in which the water is warmed to a 
like extent. The suspended matter of the Macmillan may be entirely 
due to the washing away of silty banks, which is the usual cause of 
the turbidity of streams in this district. The upper part of the Mac- :r;racmillan 

millan has never been explored, but its size would indicate that it River. 

may rise as far to the eastward as the Pelly, and probably, like it, in 
mountains representing the western ranges of the Rocky Mountains. 
We do not, however, know to what extent this river shares with the 
Stewart the drainage of the comparatively low country to the north-
ward. I afterwards met a couple of miners (Messrs. .i\f on roe & 
Langtry) who had ascended the Macmillan for several days in a boat, 
but not finding encouraging "prospects " had returned. They reported 
the existence of a large area of low land with good soil, and had met 
with no impediments to navigation as far as they had gone. 

Ten miles above the mouth of the Macmillan we encountered a Meet Indians. 

couple of Indians, father and son, working their way up the Pelly with 
a small dug-out canoe. They were the first human beings we had met 
with in the country since leaving the mouth of the Dease River, forty-
three days previously, but as we were totally unable to communicate 
with each other except by signs, it was impossible to obtain any 
definite information from them. They were evidently quite at a loss 
to know whence we had come, and evinced a peculiar interest in ex-
amining our little canvas canoe. 

The Glenlyon Range appears to be throughout granitic. Its base Geological 

does not touch upon the river, but the general aspect and uniform gray features. 
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colour of its higher parts is that of the granitic mountains oft.his region. 
Its composition is also indicated by the character of the material 
brought down by the Glenlyon River and other rapid streams which rise 
on its slopes or in its valleys. This is largely. and in some cases almost 
exclusively, composed of granite of very uniform lithological character, 
gray in colour and generally hornblendic. The same rock is met with 
in place on the Pelly, about half way from The Detour to the 
mouth of the Macmillan, beyond the termination of the range itself, 
but precisely in t,he continuation of the line of its axis.* The rocks 
exposed along the Pelly itself, between the mouth of tbe Glenlyon and 
the granitic exposure just alluded to, and which may be regarded as a 
whole as occupying the northern flank of this granitic range, are more 
varied in character than those met with on the upper part. of the river. 
Nothing can be said as to their order of supcrpoRition, for while 
the river nearly follows the main direction of the strike, the locally 
observed attitudes of the strata of the several isolated places where 
they were noted are very irregular. This is particularly the case 
in the vicinity of The Detour. The rocks comprise greenish and 
blackish schists and schistose quartzites, of varied aspect, generally 
somewhat more altered in appearance than usual. These are inter
bedded, at the east end of The Detour, with finely-banded white 
marble and quartzite; and at ten miles west of The Detour, are some
what extensive exposures of blackish and bluish-gray, rather ilaggy 
and little altered limestones, in which, however, no fossils could be 
found. 

The range of hills which has been referred to as bordering the Pelly 
on the south near the mouth of the Macmillan, is likewise composed 
of granite, which appears in several places on the river. This is of 
grayish and greenish-gray colours, and similar to that of the Glenlyon 
Range, though it apparently forms a distinct though parallel granitic 
axis. The rocks which immediately border this granitic axis to the 
north, though not seen in actual contact with the granite, have a more 
highly altered aspect than almost any 0£ those seen further up the 
river, but the impression gathered from their examination is that they 
owe this alteration to the influence of the granite rather than that 
their character is an evidence 0£ greater age. They comprise several 
varieties of rough, micaceous schists, which are highly quartzose, and 
evidently of elastic origin, as well as a much silicified, coarse grau
wacke, and a pale-gray, speckled, silvery mica-schist, which breaks 
into thin laminre. The last-mentioned rock is found on the north 
bank immediately below the l\'Iacmillan. Some distance further down, 

*Upper Pelly, No. 53. 



G
E

O
L

O
G

IC
A

L
 
Su

uv
~:

y 
O

P
 

C
A

N
A

D
A

. 
P

1,
,1

'rE
 
V

I.
 

G
. 

M
. 

D
.-

P
ho

to
.,

 A
ug

. 8
, 1

88
7.

 O
X

 U
P

P
E

R
 P

E
L

L
 Y

 R
IV

E
R

. 
N
I
N
E
T
J
<
~
E
X
 
l\

II
L

E
S

 A
B

O
V

E
 i

\I
A

C
J\

II
L

L
A

N
 R
I
V
J
~
R
.
 





YUKON DISTRICT AND NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA. 139 

the river turns sharply to the south, and cuts across the whole width 
of the second granitic axis ill Granite Canon, presenting exposures of Gr~nite 
gray hornblendic granite for several miles, which, near the lower end Cltuon. 

of the canon, becomes much shattered by jointage-planes. * 
The drift deposits along the part of the river between the Glenlyon Driftdeposits. 

and Macmillan, resemble those previously described, the only marked 
change being in the substitution, in some sections to a considerable 
extent, of, sands for the silts before so characteristic. Stratified clayey 
gravels and boulder-clay occur, with relations similar to those noted 
on the upper river, but in some sections gravels and sandy silts are 
interbedded, the bedding at times being flexuous, and even contorted 
in character. All these materials are below the ordinary valley-gravels 
and sands of post-glacial age. 

Six miles below the Glenlyon, the first distinct case of glacial stria- Glltci':l'l 
. stnltt10n. 

tion and ice-rounded rock-surfaces met with on the Pelly was noted, 
and below this place similar evidences were found in a number of 
localities. The direction of striation in all cases closely accords with 
that of the main depression of the river-valley, though cutting across 
it obliquely where it turns north towards the Macmillrtn. The form 
of the surfaces is such as to show that the sense of the movement of 
ice was westward or down stream . 

.Macmillan River to Lewes River. 

From the mouth of the Macmillan to the confluence of the Upper P elly 'rortnou_s pMt 

and Lewes rivers is a distance, in a straight line with a general bearing of the river. 

a few degrees south of west, of forty-six miles. A considerable portion. 
of this part of the river is, however, extremely tortuous, and in con-
sequence no doubt of the generally low character of the country, its 
flexures are not merely short, sharp bends from side to side of a trough-
like valley, like those usually met with further up, but lax irregular 
curves of greater dimensions. The distance from the Macmillan to 
the mouth of the Lewes measured along the course of the stream is 
seventy-four miles. 

Four miles below the mouth of the Macmillan, on the north bank, is 
a small log-cabin, the first sign of habitation we had seen. We after
wards ascertained that two miners had lived here during the winter of 
1886-87. At five miles and a-half below the Macmillan the Pelly was 
found to be 754 feet in width, with a current of 2·3 miles per hour; 
a few miles below this the river turns south-westward and then 
nearly due south, entering Granite Canon at thirteen miles from Grnnite 

Canon. 
*(Upper Pelly, No. 57.) 

9 
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the Macmillan. The rocks met with iu the canon hnve already 
been alluded to. The canon is iibout four miles in length, with steep, 
rocky, scarped banks and cliffs, 200 to 250 feet in height. In the 
canon are several little rapids, hut the water is deep, and with 
the exception of some isolated rocks, the navigation would be quite 
safe fol' steamers, even at a low stage of water. As the river is 
much confined, howe,·er, it is probable that pretty rough water rn<iy 
be found here during floods. Just beyond the canon, or sixteen 
miles and a-ha.If below Lhe i\facmillfl-n, a small stream, about ten feet 
by .three inches, enters from the south-eastward. The bed is wide, 
and it appears at sea:;ons ot flood to become a formidable torrent. At 
thirty-six miles from the Macmillan another small stream was observ
ed on the south side, but with this exception, the river receives no fur
ther tributaries before meeting the Lewes. .J ndging from Campbell's 
sketch, this otherwise insignificant stream must be that flowing from 
Tatlmain Lake, which was probably a soul'ce of supply of fish for l!'ort 
Selkirk while that post was maintained. 

Low country After passing the ridge which is cut through by Granite Canon, the 
country on both sides of the river, for about fifteen miles, is quite low. 
No mountains or high hills are in sight on any bearing to the west
ward, and wide terraces run far back from the river at heights of 150 
to 200 feet above it. These are often lightly wooded, largely with 
aspen, and are clothed with a goo<l growth of grass presenting a very 
attractive appearance. The soil is good, and at the time of our 

Appearanccof visit the country was very dry. Anemone patens was seen here 
the count.ry. f l fi . . h" h Y k b . d El 

R ock 
exposures. 

or tie rst time smce reac mg t e u on asm, an ' magnus 
argentea was also noted, both species characteristic of a rather dry 
climate. For the remaining distance to the mouth of the Lewes, 
the river is more closely bordered by low hills and ridges, which sel
dom exceed a height of 400 feet. At one place the stream is confined 
between high and somewhat rocky banks, but no rapid is met with. 
The southern slopes of the hills are generally open and grassy, and 

1 would afford excellent pasturage. The northern exposures are still 
pretty· thickly wooded. Just above its confluence with the Lewes, 
the Pelly makes an abrupt turn to the south, and runs for several miles 
along the eastern base of a scarped cliff of basalt. From Granite 
Canon to the confluence, the current scarcely excgeds two miles and 
a-half an hour. 

For a number of miles below Granite Canon, no rocks are met with 
along the river, but lower down there are frequ ent exposures, extending 
for some miles, of highly crystalline schists, which strike nearly east
and-west, parallel to the main direction of the river, with general 
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high northward dips.. These rocks differ considerably from any 
before seen, including dark, wholly-crystalline scbists, holding horn
blende or hornblende and mica. With these are associated consider
able exposures of a peculiar dark-green chlorite rock, containing large 
mica crystals. 

This rock is interbedded with white, coarsely crystalline marble, in 
some p1:1ces, and is quite evidently the alteration-product of some 
stratified material which has doubtless, however, been of volcanic 
ongm. Nine miles ;tbove the ~onfluence, by the course of the river, a 
great mass of impure serpentine comes out on the bank, and six miles Serpentine. 
and a-half above the same place, gray granite of the usual character is , 
again met with,* and appears to constitute the hills to the east of the 
river for the remaining few miles of its course. 

The basalt, which forms a plateau from 200 to 250 feet in height in Basalt bluffs. 
the angle to the west of the Pelly at its junction with the Lewes, con-
sists of several superposed flows, not always distinctly separable at a 
distance. It forms a mural cliff, with a long talus of angular frag-
mPnts sloping down to the river-level, and though not very distinctly 
columnar where it fronts on the Pelly, becomes so below· the con-
fluence. The rock is brown in colour and often vesicular. 

The bedded silts were seen above Granite Canon, but are scarcely Superficial 
represented below it. Boulder-clay was noted in one place below the deposits. 
ca:ii. m, and the old stratified gravels in several places. The scarped 
banks along this lower part of the river are, however, chiefly composed 
of well rolled valley- or river-gravels, which become much more im-
portant than before, and often constitute entire terraces up to forty feet 
in height. 

A remarkable layer of fine white volcanic ash, which overlies the Volcanic ash. 
glacial deposits all along the Upper Pelly valley, as well as in that of 
the Lewes, has already been described on page 40. 

General Notes on the Upper Pelly River. 

The total length of the Upper Pelly, following the course of the river, Length and 
· fi l · fall of the from the pomt where we rst reachec it at the west end of Campbell's river. 

Portage to its confluence with the Lewes, is 320 miles. The elevation 
at the fisst-mentioned point is about 2965 feet, that at the confluence 1555 
fe~t, giving a total fall of 1410 feet or 4·4 feet to the mile, a considerable 
portion of which, however, occurs in the numerous little rapids and 
riffles of its course. In Hoole Oaiion the estimated fall is about twenty 
feet. Two hundred and eighteen islands were counted in the river, 

*(Upper Pelly, No. 61.) 

9! 
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without including such grnsel bars as are submerged at high 
water, and :tre consequently without veget:ttion. The general comse of 
the river is remarkably direct, and it embraces two main directions, 
thP first bearing N. 55° \V., the second, N. 87° 'vV. These are p:trallel 
to the principal orographic features respectively of the upper and lower 
parts of the country traversed, ancl appear to indicate the main slopes 
of the general surface of the region. 

Kavigability. " 7ith the exception of Granite Canon, where warping might have 
to be resorted to at one place, the river would be easily navigable for 
stern-wheel steamers as far up as the mouth of the Macmillan, and the 
latter stream is also navigable for a considerable though unknown dis
tance. Above the Macmillan, I believe, no serious difficulty would be 
met with in taking a small stern-wheel steamer of good power up to 
the mouth of Ross River, and possibly as far as the foot of Hoole 
Oaiion. A line might have to be carried ashore at a few of the stronger 
rapids, but the chief difficulty to be encountered would be from shoal 
water at low stages. Where the river is widely spread and swift, a 
depth of three feet could scarcely be found across some of the gra' elly 
bars. The Ross River is a navigable stream at its mouth, but its upper 
part is quite unknown. Hoole Oaiion is, of course, quite impa8sable 
for a steamer of any kind, and the rapid met with seventeen miles east 
of it, at the mouth of Hoole River, might prove to be a difficult one to 
surmount by warping, its fall being estimated at about eight feet. 
Above this point, the river is again, however, an easily navigable one 
for small steamers to the furthest point seen by us, and possibly as far 
as the lakes.* 

Tributaries All the streams and small rivers flowing into the Pelly from the 
from the south south and rising in or beyond the Pelly and Glenlyon mountains, are 

notably swift, and most of them are evidently subject to heavy 
freshets. 

Timber. Some note8 have already been given respecting the character of the 
timber along the TJ pper Pelly. On the lower part of the river there 
are numerous groves on or not far from the banks, with good spruce up 
to two feet in diameter. Spruce of the same size is found also on the 
whole upper part of the river, but is relatively less abundant there. 

*Dall, in his Alaska and its Resources, 1870, p. 278, gives a hypothetical itinerary 
of the Pelly River, making it head in Frances Lake. The Pelly, as shown on the map 
which accompanies the work, is evidently in part after Arrowsmith, and where it 
differs, (as in regard to the connection of Frances and Finlayson Jakes with the Pelly), 
becomes misleading. It is difficult to understand why this part of Arrowsmith'• map, 
bearing intrinsic evidence of proximate accuracy, should not have been followed 
throughout in the compilation of later maps, particularly a,s the Pelly had not been, 
further explored since Campbell's time. 
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As in the case of the Upper Liard and Frances rivers, quartz, derived Quartz. 

from veins, is an abundant constituent of the gravel-bars of the Pelly, and 
numerous small quartz veins were obser\'ed in the rocks-in many placPs. 
\Vhere the granites are approache<l, the veins are found to cut all the 
rocks except these, and it appears that the development of the quartz 
veins is due to the same period of disturbance which has given rise to 
the uplift of the granite axes or their extrusion. Small "colours" of Gold 

gold may be found in almost any suitable locality along the river, and 
"heavy colours," in con~iderable number, were found by us as far 
up as the mouth of Hoole River, in the bottom of a gravel-bed there 
resting on the basalt. The river has heen prospected to some extent by 
a few miners, but no mining of importance has yet been done on it. 
Thomas Boswell, whom we met on the Lewes, informed me that he had 
found and worked for a short time, a bar which paid at the rate of $18 
per diem. This was on a tributary which, from hi'> deRcription, is 
probably identified as the Ross River. Two miners only, Messrs. l\Ion-
roe and Langtry, were at work on this river in 1887, and their opera
tions were confined to the part below Granite Canon, where they made, 
on a couple of bars, from $10 to $20 per diem to the hand. The head
watPrs of the Macmillan and Ross, and those of the Pelly it,self yet re
main unprospected, as well as the very numerous tributary streams 
of these rivers, in some of which "coarse" gold may yet be found. 
From observations subsequently made on the Lewes, coal may be Coal. 

looked for in the Laramie or Cretaceous rocks near the river at the 
locality described on page 124. 

CONFLUENCE OF TIIE LEWES AND UPPER PELLY. 

The country about the confluence, is generally speaking low, with Comparison of 
· fl. · b 1 l b f d d · the tivers extensive terr11.ce- ats runmng ac r to tie ases o roun e lulls and · 

ridges, of which none in sight probably exceed 1000 feet above the river. 
The modemte current which has been described as characteristic of the 
Upper Pt>lly for some distance above the confluence, continues to its 
mouth, but the Lewes is much swifter, and though at the point of junc-
tion divided among wooded islanclR, is evidently the 18.rger stream, 
carrying a volume of water considerably greater than that of the Pt>lly, 
though probably less than twice as great (p. 15). It does not, however, 
necessarily follow from this t,hat the Lewes is to be considered the 
principal head stream or continuation of the Yukon. The queRtion of 
nomenclature and that of the position of the furthest sources of the 
Yukon, have, however, been referred to at greater length in another 
portion of this report. (p. 12). 



Temperature. 

Volume of 
united rivers. 

Ruins of 
Fort Selkirk. 

134 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 

The water of the Lewes is of a bluish, slightly ·milky cast and is 
easily distinguished from the brownish muddy colour by which the 
Pelly is characterized below its junction with the Macmillan. The 
temperature of the water in both rivers was found to be practically 
identical, on the l 7th and 18th of August, at 7 p.m., being 59° F. 

The river below the confluence of the Pelly and Lewes averages 
about a quarter of a mile in width, and though its appearance is placid 
and there is no rough water, it is uniformly swift. An approximate 
cross-section made by Mr. Ogilvie, showed the river to be, at the p"Jint 
in question, 25·76 chains wide, from bank to bank. Of this width 
about two-thirds had an average depth of ten feet, with a surface 
velocity of four miles and three-quarters an hour. The remaining 
third was occupied by shallow bars and slack water. Using the same 
formula as before (seep. 95) the volume of the flow is found to be 
approximately 66,955 cubic feet per second. Traces of the passage of 
flood-water in the preceding spring were found on the river-flat, about 
ten feet above the low-water level, which, with a velocity no greater 
than that above stated and assuming the banks to be Yertical, would 
give a flood discharge of at least 167,400 cubic feet per second. 
It may be, however, that the water-marks observed were caused by the 
damming back of the river by an ice-gorge. 

The ruins of Fort Selkirk, formerly a post of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany, stand on a partly open flat, on the south side, at a short distance 
back from the river, and about a mile and a-half below the confluence of 
the Pelly and Le!"es. One chimney, built of basalt blocks which must 
have been brought across the river, and cemented with clay which has 
been baked almost into brick by the combustion of the ruins of the fort, 
still stands erect and uninjured. The lower part of a second is near it, 
and the fragments of several others strew the ground, which is partly 
overgrown by small aspens. These, and the traces of a couple of ex
cavations which have probably been cellars, are all that now remain to 
mark the site of the buildings which were pillaged by Indians from the 
coast in 1852. 

DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION OF THE LIARD AND PELLY. 

Hudsou's Bay Fort Selkirk, of which the ruin;; alone now exist, was at one time 
~;;16~~[ the most important post of the Hudson's Bay Company to the west of 

the Rocky Mountains in the far north, and with the exception of 
Fort Yukon, it was the farthest permanent post ever maintained by 
the Company to the north-west. On previous pages of this report, 
frequent mention has been made of the former establishments of the 
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Uompany in the Liard and Yukon region, and as Fort Selkirk is the 
last of these with which our route brought us in contact, a note as to 
the operations of the Hudson's Bay Company may appropriately be 
given liere. When we call to mind that our knowledge of the geo
graphy of the region described in preceding pages has been up to the 
present time almost wholly due to the explorations carried out by the 
officers of the Company in connection with these establishments, it 
becomes evident that the history of these explorations and the facts 
respecting the several posts are well worthy of record. 

The circumstances attending the discovery of the Dease and Upper McLeod. 

Stikine have already been given on page 80. Mr. J. McLeod, who&e 
explorations in that quarter are there referred to, appears in the same 
year in which he reached the Stikine (1834), to have ascended the 
Liard as far as Simpson Lake, and to have brought back the informa
tion according to which the river was represented on Arrowsmith's map 
of 1850. It was to the energy of Mr. Robert Campbell, however, that Campbell. 

the exploration of the Upper Liard and Yukon is almost entirely due. 
The only published account of Mr. Campbell's work, so far as I know, 
is that which appeared in the Royal Reader, Fifth Book, Toronto, 1883, 
p. 435, and which was reprinted, with slight alterations at Winnipeg in 
1885, as a small pamphlet entitled "Discovery and Exploration of the 
Youcon (Pelly) River." From this source and from additional facts 
furnished by Mr. Campbell in answer to questions addressed to him, as 
well as from allusions in the unpublished journals of Chief Factor 
James Anderson, which have kindly been placed at my disposal by his 
son, the following brief account is drawn up.-

After the abandonment of Dease Lake post in 1839, 1\fr. Campbell 
was, in the spring of 1840, commissioned by Sfr George Simpson to 
explore the "north branch" of the Liard to its source, and to cross the 
height-of-land in search of any river flowing to the westward, especially 
the head waters of the Colville, the mouth of which on the Arctic 
Ocean had recently been discovered by Messrs. Dease ai:d Simpson. 

Mr. Campliell writes :-"In pursuance of these instructions, I left Expedition to 
Fort Halkett [on the Lower Liard I in May, with a canoe and seven the Pelly. 

men, among them my trusty Indians, Lapie and Kitza, and the inter-
preter, Hoole. After ascending the Rtream some hundreds of miles, 
far into the mountains, we entered a beautiful lake, which I named 
Frances Lake, in honour of Lady Simpson. * * * Leaving the 
canoe and part of the crew near the south-west [sic J extremity d this 
[the west J branch of the lake, I set out with three Indians and the inter-
preter. Shouldering our blankets and guns, we ascended the valley of 
'' river, which we traced to its source in a lake ten miles long, which, 
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wil;h the river, I named Finlayson's Lake and River." From this 
point, Mr. Campbell struck across to the Pelly, which he then nameJ 
in honour of Sir H. Pelly, a Governor of the Company. 

"After reaching the actual bank of the river, we constructed a raft, 
on which we embarked and drifted down a few miles on the bosom of 
the stream, and at parting we cast in a sealed tin can, with memo
randa of our discovery, the date, etc.'' 

During Campbell's absence the remainder of the party built a house 
at the point between the two arms of the lake, which was then named 
"Glenlyon House," but was afterwards known as Frances Lake House 
or Fort Frnnces. Returning down the ri' er, they met a trading outfit 
which had bPen despatched for them, at Fort Ilalkett, and turned back 
with it to Frances Lake, after sending out a report of their proceed
ings. 

The Company now resolved to follow up those western discoveries, 
and in 1842, Lirch bark, for the construction of a large canoe to be 
used in exploring the Pelly, w~LS sent up from Fort Liard. In the 
same year Fort Pelly Banks was constru.::ted, or its construction begun, 
and early in June, 1843, Campbell left that place in the canoe which 
had been made, accompanied by Hoole, two French Canadians and 
three Indians. 

They saw only one family of Indians ("Knife Indians") till they 
reached the mouth of the river which Campbell called the Lewes. 
Here was a large camp of" Woori Indians," and these, nfter recovering 
from their surprise at the sight of the party, so discouraged Campbell's 
men by their stories of the number and ferocity of the people on the 
lower river, that he was obliged to turn b;i,ck. 

"PellyBanks" For some years afterwards the operations of the Company did not 
extend beyond "Pelly Banks," though during the summer, hunting 
partie.s were sent down the P elly to collect provisions, and in that way 
information was received respecting the river and the Indians in liabit
ing its vicinity. 

Establish
ment of Fort 
Selkirk. 

In the winter of 1847-48 boats were built at Pelly Banks, and early 
in June following Campbell set out to esLablish a fort at the confluence 
of the Pelly and Lewes rivers. This waR natned Fort Selkirk, and 
was at first situated on the extreme point of land between the two 
rivers, but this point being found subject to floods during the disrup
tion of the ice, the post was in the spring of 1852 moved to a site a 
shorL way below the mouth of the Lewes, on the left bank. The inner 
work of the new buildings was still unfinished at the time of the Indian 
raid, noticed fur ther on. 
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Me~nwhile an entry was being made into the Yukon basin from Explor'.ttionof 
another direction. Mr. J. Bell had already:, in 18±'.l, reached the Porcu- ~~~~~.pme 
pine or Rat River, and had descended it for three days' journey. 
He was in 1846 in charge of the Hudson's Bay post on Peel River, near 
the mouth of the Mackenzie, and was inst.ructed again to cross the 
mountains and to further explore the Porcupine River. In pursuance 
o"i' these instructions, he in that year reached the mouth of the Porcu-
pine and saw the great river into which it flows, which the Indians 
informed him was named the Yukon. In 1847 Fort Yukon was estab-
lished at the mouth of the Porcupine by Mr. A. H. Mmray. 

It still remained, however, for Campbell, in 1850, to prove tha,t the Identity of 
Pelly and Yukon were identical This he did by descending the river ~~}!c,~'1.nd 
from Fort Selkirk, to Fort Yukon, after which he aRcended the Porcu- shown. 

pine, crossed the mountain portage, and returned to Fort Simpson by 
the Mackenzie.* One result of this journey was to show that the route 
from Fort Selkirk by way of the Porcupine River to the Mackenzie 
was preferable to that originally discovered. The navigation of the 
Liard was both arduous and dangerous and several lives had been lost 
in boating on that stream. Added to this was the length of the land 
transport from Frances Lake to the Upper Pelly and the fact th<tt 
great difficulty had been found in maintaining the posts in that district. 

In 1849, the post at Pelly Bn.nks, with the exception of the men's Abandonment 
house, was accidently burnt. In 1850 it was finally abandoned, and of posts. 

in the spring of 18151 Fort Frances was likewise abandoned. t The 
ab1111donment of these posts was not due to any hostility of the 
natives, who were on the contrary most friendly, but in consequence 
of the circumst11nces above noted, and the fact that while these 
e:;tnblishments were very expensive to maintain, th<>y merely bought 
furs which would otherwise h11ve been carried by thP- Indians them-

* Mr. Campbell states that when again on his way down the river from Fort Sel
kir~< to Fort Yukon, in 1851, he fouu<l a great nurnLer of the Indians had been 
carried off during the previous winter by some virulent di"ease. 

He has further informecl me, in nnswer to my inquiries on the snbject, that the 
Stc:,wart River was so named after his "dear and gallant friend and assistant-clerk, 
,J:?mes G. Stew'1rt, son of the bte Hon. ,fohn Stewart, of Quebec." Stewart was sent 
out in the winter of 1849 to follow the Indian hunters in quest of meat. He found 
them some distance north of this river, which he crossed on the ice. 

\Vhite River, Mr. Campbell named on account of its milky colour. Of the other 
streams entering between Forts Selkirk and Yukon he says, "Antoine River" was 
named <>fter the interpreter at one time at Fort Yukon, a son of his interpreter Hoole; 
"Forcier River," after his guide, Baptiste Forcier; "Lolique River," for Forcier's 
wile; and "Ayonie's River,'' below the White Ri ver, was named after the natives of 
that quarter. 

i" Forts Frances and Pelly Banks are errmrnously stated in Dall's Alaska and its 
Resources, to have been burnt and pillaged, p. 115, foot-note and p. 508. 
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selves to other posts, if these particular, and to them more conve
nient ones, had not been in existence. 

Ihrru0r,t1 i~1nk oft The several ruined chimneys of Fort Selkirk still to be seen, with 
t e 11 oo s. 

Campbelr8 
journey of 
1852. 

News from 
Fort Selkirk. 

other traces on the ground, are in themselves evidence of the impor-
tant dimensions and careful construction of this post. The establish
ment consisted, I believe, in 1852, of one senior and one junior clerk 
and eight men. The existence of this post in the centre of the inland 
or "Wood Indian" country had, however, \'ery seriously interfered 
with a lucrative and usurious trade which the Chilkoot and Chillmt 
Indians of Lynn Canal, on the coast, had long been accustomed to 
carry on with these people ; acting as intermediaries between them 
and the white traders on the Pacific and holding the passes at t.he 
head-waters. of the Lewes with all the spirit of robber barons of old. 
In 1852, rumours were current that these people meditated a raid 
upon the post, in consequence of which the friendly local Indians staid 
by it nearly all summer, of their own accord. It so happened, how
ever, that they absented themselves for a couple of days and at that 
unlucky moment the Coast Indians arrived. The post was unguarded 
by a stockade and yielding to sheer force of numbers the occupants 
were expelled and the phce was pillaged, on the 2lst August. Two 
days afterward Campbell, having found the local Indians, returned 
with them and surrounded the post, but the robbers had flown. Being 
now without means of support for the winter, Campbell set off down 
stream to meet Mr. Stewart and the men who were on the way back 
from Fort Yukon. He met them at the mouth of White River, and 
after turning them back with instructions to arrange for wintering at 
Fort Yukon, set out himself in a small canoe up the Pelly RiYer, 
crossed to Frances Lake, descended the Lia.rd and arrived at Fort 
Simpson with the tidings of the disaster, amid drifting ice, on the 
21st of October. 

Being anxious to obtain Sir George Simpson's permission to re
esta.blish Fort Selkirk, Campbell waited only till the river froze, when 
he left Fort Simpson on snow-shoes and travelled overland to Crow 
Wing in Minnesota, where he arrived on the 13th of March. On the 
18th of April he reached London but was unable to obtain from the 
directors of the company the permission he desired. A short account 
of this remarkable journey appeared in the Perthshire Advertiser 
and Iuverness Courier, but I do not know the precise date of thf\ 
publication. 

In the autumn of 1853, one of Campbell's hunters arrived at Fort 
Halkett on the Lower Liard by way of the Pelly and Frances. This 
is the last traverse of Campbell's Porta~e of which I can find any 
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record, though it may doubtless have been used by the Indians subse
quently. From this man it was learnt that the buildings at Fort 
Selkirk had been all but demolished by the local Indians for the pur
pose of getting the iron-work and the nails. He also stated that the 
Chilkats, being unable to carry away all their plunder in the pre
ceding year, had taken merely the guns, powder and tobacco. They 
had cached the heavier goods, which were afterwards found and appro
priated by the local or wood Indians. At a later date the ruins of 
the post must have been burnt, as their present appearance indicates.* 

Fort Yukon, at the mouth of the Porcupine, was continuously main- The United 

tained till 1869, when the Hudson's Bay Company was expelled by the ~·~~~ey~~on. 
United States Government as represented by Capt. Charles "\V. Ray-
mond, Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army; he h;1ving ascertained by 
astronomical observations that the post was situated to the west of 
the 14 lst meridian. He describes his proceedings as follows.·-" On 
the 9th of August, at 12 m., I notified the representative of the 
Rudson's Bay Company that the station is in the territory of the 
United States; that the intcoduction of trading goods, or any trade 
by foreigners with the natives, is illegal, and must cease; and that the 
Hudson's Bay Company must vacate the buildings as ~oon as practi-
cable. I then took possession of the buildings mid raised the flag of 
the United States over the fort." t The fort was afterwards aban-
doned and allowed to go to ruin. 

The utmost credit must be accorded to the pioneers of the Hudson's Pioneersofthe 

B C f h ·a· I db h · · . lludson'sBay ay ompany or t e enterprise isp aye y t em m canymg their Company. 

trade into the Yukon basin in the face of difficulties so great and at 
such an immense distance frolll their base of supplies. To explorations 
of this kind, performed in the sen·ice of comruerce, uno5tentatiously 
and as matters of simple duty by such men a~ ::Vfackenzie, Fraser, 
Thompson ancl Campbell, we owe the discovery of our grerit north-west 
country. Their journeys were not marked by incidPnts of conflict 
or bloodshed, but ·were accomplished on the contrary with the 
friendly assi~tance and co-operation of the natives. Less resolute 
men would sca.rcely have entertained the idea of utilizing, as an avenue 
of trade, a river so perilou8 of navigation as the Lian] had proved 
to be when explored. So long, however, as this appe<Lred to be the 
most practicable route to the country beyond the mountains, its 
abandonment was not even contemplated . .Neither clistance nor danger 

*Of Reia House, shown on Arrowsmith's map of 1834, ncl'>r the Stewart Riv~r a.nd 
to the north of Fort Selkirk, I h>tve been una.hle to le~m , anythin;. l\Ir. Ca.mpbcll 
nevPr heard of it, and if it had any existence it was prob;J,b]y a temporary outpost of 
Fort Yukon. 

t Report of a. Reconnaissance of the Yukon River, 1871, p. 16. 
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appear to have been taken into account, and in spite of every obstacle 
a way was opened and a series of po,;ts established, extending from 
Fort Simpson on the Mackenzie to Fort Yukon. Fort Simpson may 
itself be regarded, even at the present day, as a post very far removed 
from the borders of civilization, but this further route, which nearly 
half a century ago became familiar to the Company's voyageurs, 
stretched out beyond it for over a thousand miles. Mr. James 

Da~gersofthe Anderson, in 1853, writes thus of the Liard River: "You can hardly 
Laird. . h . h h h F L conce11·e t e rntense orror t e men ave to go up to ranees ake. 

They invariably on re-hiring endeavour to be exempted from the \Vest 
Branch [Liard]. The number of deaths which have occurred there is 
fourteen, viz., three in connection with Dease Lake and eleven in con
nection with Frances Lake and Pelly Banks, of these last, three died 
from starvation and eight from drowning." 

'l'he"returns." At the time of the establishment of Forts Yukon and Selkirk, and 
for many years afterwards, the "returns" from these f-:rthest stations 
reached the market only after seven years, the course of trade being as 
follows: Goods.-lst year, reach York Factory; 2nd year, Norway 
House; 3rd year, P eel River, and were hauled during the winter 
across the mountains to La Pierre's House, 4th year, reach Fort Yukon. 
R Ptnrns.-5th year, reach La Pierre's House and are hauled across to 
PePl River; 6th year, reach depot at Fort Simpson; 7th year reach 
market. 

Moetin~ with 
Mr. Ogilvie. 

LEWES RIVER. 

Our proceedings at the mouth of Lewes River and our meeting there 
with :Mr. Ogilvie have already been noted. We finally left the conflu
ence and begm1 the ascent of the Lewes on the 18th of August, and 
arrived at Lake Lindeman, where the portage to the coast begins, on 
Septen1ber 16th. We were during this time on the one travelled route 
of the country, and every few days fell in with small parties of miners, 
gener::dly on their way out, up the river. A few men were still found 
working on bars, and six or eight passed down stream with the pur
po~e of wintering at or neM Forty ·mile Creek. 

Though my own observations did not extend below the month of the 
Lewes, Mr. \V. Ogilvie sent out by the last party of miners met by 
him on their way to the coast, a small collection of rocks from places 
further down the rh er, us far as Forty-mile Creek. The general 
character of these has already been noted in the introductory part. of 
this report (p. 32). They are not furthe1· described here, as they 
will be referred to by :Yir. l\foConndl in connection with his geological 
examination of the portion of the river from which they were derived. 
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The Lewes River* was discovered and named by Mr. Campbell in Discovery of 

1049 l d d I·· d' d · . theLewes. o ~, as a rea y state . t 1s m 1cate m an approximate manner, 
according to information supplied by this gentleman, on Arrowsmith's 
map of 1854. :M:r. Campbell informs me that he was well aware of the 
existence at its head of a portage to the sea by which the Chilkat 
Indians came inland to trade. This route he had the intention of 
exploring, but the question of $Upplies and other ditficulties prevented 
him from doing so. Communication was occasionally had by this route 
with the H udson's Bay steamer which traded along the coast, and it 
was thus that thl'l Honolulu paper mentioned as received in 1848 by 
Sir J. Richardson, on the Mackenzie, was sent inland. Such commu-
nication was however, only accoILplished by travelling parties of 
Indians. 

In 1867, Frank E. Ketchum, of St. John, New Brunswick, and Jfirst . 
. ex plornt1on. 

Michael Labarge, of Montreal, explorers m the employ of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, ascended the Pelly or Yukon from Fort 
Yukon to the mouth of the Lewes, returning down the river. In the 
same year, Michael Byrnes, also an explorer of the Telegraph Com
pany, reached the Hotolinqu (of Telegraph Survey map, not the river 
subsequently so called by miners) which is now known to be one of 
the iurthest if not the most remote source of the Lewes. This he did 
from the direction of the Stikine, but was recalled before he had, by 
descending the river, proved its relation to the Lewes. t 

As stated on a, later page, in connection with the history of gold focnrsion of 

mining in the Yukon ha.sin, the head-waters of the Lewes River were imlltrs. 

fint reached from the head of Lynn Canal about 1878. Between the 
date of the explorations of the Telegraph Company and this time, the 
Lewes may have been visited by traders ascending from the Lower 
Yukon, but of this we have no recvr·d. Previous to 1883, however·, the 
river and Home of its tril>Ularies lmd become well known to a number 
of miners and prospectors, and when Lieut. Schwatka, in the last- Smveys by 

Schwatka. 

•So named by C:.mpbell after Chief Factor, ,John Le<' Lewes. 
Then:.me of the L ewes given to me by the Tagish Indi>tns was Ta-hi-ne-wat (= Big 

Salmon River) but I am doubtful whether this applies to the whole otream or to some 
special part .if it. 

t Sec Dall's Alaska, p. 277. A st:ttPment in a sub~equent paragraph on the Rt1me 
pagP would ap1war to indicate that ~Iess1·s. K €tch um and Labarge reached Lake 
Laharge of later maps, but I can find nothing to be:.r this out. \\Thyrnper, in his 
tmvels in Alask:. and on the Yukon (p. 229) also limits their journey at Fo:-t 8elkirk. 
D"'ll, in couseqnence of the imperfection of the urnp of the Telagraph Survey with 
which he was supplied, in his work and on the map accompanying it, continues the 
head-waters of the Taku River into the Hotolinqu River, making them tributary to 
the Lewes, but in an addendum, at the end of the book, notes and corrects this 
error. 



Pelly and 
L~wes con· 
trasted 

Distance>. 
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mentioned year, crossed the Chilkoot Pass and descended the Lewes, 
he merely followed in ~heir foosteps. To Lieut. Schwatka is, however, 
due the credit of having made the first survey of the river, a survey 
which Mr. Ogilvie's work of 1887, has proved to be a reasonably 
accurate one, in so far as its main features are concerned. This being 
the case it would be an ungracious task to criticise in detail, either 
Lieut. Schwatka's map or the various accounts which he has given of 
his journey. As, however, he is not sparing in his condemnation of the 
inaccuracy of the compilers of the maps made before the results of his 
journey were available, I need have no hesitation in stating my belief, 
that bis desire to affirm that he had started at the source of the Yukon 
and followed it to its mouth, caused him to fail to observe that Lake 
Lindeman is not even on the main source of the Lewes, and to change 
the name of the Lewes which had already appeared on the maps for 
about thirty years to that of Yukon, a quite arbitrary and unjustifiable 
proceeding. (Seep. 12.) In addition to this he has completely ignored 
the names of many places already well known to miners, throughout 
the country, substituting others of his own invention, some of which 
even differ in the different versions of the map of bis route which he 
has publiRhed. Strict justice might demand the exclusion of all these 
new names on the definitive maps now published, but to aYoid an 
appearance of arbitrary action in the matter, and more especially in 
view of the scientific eminence of some of the names which he has 
selected, it bas been decided to retain as many as possible of these. 

While the general course of the Upper Pelly is remarkably straight, 
that of the Lewes makes several important and weli marked bends and 
is besides interrupted by lakes and otherwise irregular. These irregu· 
larities are to be accounted for by the fact that the Lewes, instead of 
following a direction parallel with the main orographic features of the 
country, runs for a considerable part of its course diagonally across the 
principal ridges and valleys. 

In describing the Lewes and the main geological features met with 
along it, the site of Fork Selkirk is taken as an initial point and the 
distances are given as measured on the map, up the mid-channel of the 
river. The distances thus arrived at will not be found to correspond 
exactly with those given by Mr. Ogilvie in his preliminary account of 
his survey of the river,* Mr. Ogil vie's distances being those instru
mentally measured from station to station of his Rurvey. 

* Contained in the Annual Report of the Department of the Interior for 1887. See 
also Report of Proceedings of Association of Dominion Land Surveyors, 1888, p. 61. 
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Fort Selkirk to Rink Rapid. 

From the site of Fort Selkirk to Rink or Five-finger Rapid, the Charac.ter of 

f h . . 1 t . ht h b . b . b .;:i 500 the river. course o t e river is near y s ra1g , t e earrng emg a out "'· 
W. and the distance, measured by the stream, fifty-five miles. The 
current of this part of the river is swift throughout, averaging about 
four miles and a-half an hour and seldom being under four miles. At 
a point six miles below Rink Rapid, where the course of the river was 
uninterrupted by islands and its velocity and width about normal, the 
rate of flow was found to be 4·8 miles per hour, the width 732 feet. 
There are numerous islands, which differ from most of those met with 
on the Pelly in frequently occupying positions in mid-channel instead 
of being merely portions of river-fiats cut off by lateral sloughs. A few 
miles above the mouth of the Lewes, these islands are particularly 
numerous, from a distance of about five miles, and the total width of the 
stream from bank to bank, is increased to nearly a mile. This group has 
been named Ingersoll Islands by Schwatka. 

The terraces and fiats immediately bordering the river, are at first Terraces. 

quite low, but in ascending, increase in height till they stand often at 
100 to 200 feet above it before reaching Rink Rapid. They are for the 
most part composed of rolled river- or valley·gravels like those of the 
Pelly at a similar distance above the confluence. Boulder-clay first Boulder-cl::iy. 

occurs in the scarped banks about six miles below Rink Rapid. 

The river-valley is generally wide and somewhat ill defined, the Ch>1racter of 

ridges and low hills bounding it seldom exceeding 1000 feet in height. the valley. 

Near the mouth of the river these are irregularly disposed, but further 
up, those on the north-east bank become more uniform and run parallel 
to the stream like the hills on that part of the Pelly near the Macmillan. 
In a few places the slopes of the hills run down to the water's edge, 
and it is generally only at such points that rock exposure5 occur. Hoo-
chee-koo Bluff is situated thirty-five miles above the old fort, on the 
north-east bank, and is form ed by the abrupt face of an isolated hill, 
against which the river washes. With the exception of Tatshun River, 
a mile and a-half below Rink Rapid, the tributaries of this part of the 
Lewes are merely small brooks. This stream is about 30 feet wide by 
6 inches deep, with clear brownish water. 

Two miles below Rink Rapid, the Lewes makes a right-angled bend Rink Rapid. 

to the south-westward. The rapid iGself is caused by the occurrence of 
several bold rocky islands which obstruct the river, and is only a few 
yards in length, where the water flows swiftly between them. The 
channels are deep and unobstructed, and at low stages of water might, 
I believe, be ascended by a steamer of good power even without the 



144 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 0~' CAN ADA. 

assistance of warping. At high-water this rapid would, of course, be 
more formidable, as the velocity of the stream would be increasetl. It 
is pretty evident that a fall has at one time existed here, but the barrier 
of conglomerate which has produced it has now been cut completely 
through by the river. Below the main rapid there is a seconrl "riffle" 
or minor rapid which appears to be somewhat stony, but which would 
not be a serious impediment to a properly constructed steamer. 

Fine country. The general appearance of the country :tlong this part of the river 
is pleasing and resembles that of the corresponding part of the Pelly. 
It is usually wooded, but the southern e:xposul'es of some of the hills 
are partly open, and dry, grass-covered terrace-flats are frequent. The 
trees are of the same species before mentioned and birch is moderately 
abundant. Elceagnus argentea was noted on dry banks. 

Geology. On this part of the Lewes, rock-exposures are unfrequent, and it is 

Hoo-chee-koo 
l3luff. 

Rocks above 

consequently impossible to give any connected account of the geology. 
About five miles above the old fort, on the west bank, are outcrops of 
basalt, which appear to indicate an outlying patch of this rock. Just 
below these on the river, is a dark-greenish rock which seems to be a 
bedded diorite and to have a high south-west dip. On the other side 
of the basalt, a massive, coarsely crystalline, black, hornblende-rock 
occurs, which is followed by hornblendic granite. The granite, in some 
places, contains large porphyritic crystals of pink felspar, in addition 
to the more abundant white triclinic felspars. It continues for some 
miles, near the Ingersoll Islands, and probably connects with the ex
posures on the Pelly to the north-east. The few exposures examined 
between the granite and Hoo-chee-koo Bluff, consist of greenish and 
greenish-gray rocks, being altered volcanic materials, probably with 
the lithological composition of diabase. In one place a distinct volcanic 
agglomerate was seen. 

Hoo-chee-koo Bluff consists of a gray, slightly porphyritic, felspathic 
rock which is apparently interbedded with a fine-grained, nearly black 
argillite, but the rocks are everywhere very much fractured and jointed. 
The south end of the bluff shows a pretty evident, altered agglomerate 
of a similar felspathic material. The jointage-planes often contain 
seams of calcite and show copper-staining. Specimens of the copper
stained portions of the rock proved, on assay by Mr. Hoffmann, to 
contain minute traces of gold, with ·088 oz. of silver to the ton. 

The rocks along the Lewes so far described, with the exception of 
the granites, may be referred to the Palreozoic. 

For about twelve miles above the Hoo·chee-koo Bluff, no rocks were 
lioo-che,..·koo seen, after which, for eight miles, or to Rink Rapid, there are frequent 

exposures of rocks of a different series, of much less altered appearance 
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and all probably referable to the Cretaceous. These include coarse, 
hard, dark grauwacke-sandstones, with softer shaly sandstones, passing 
into dark sandy shales, all more or less calcareous. Just below Rink Cretaceous 
Rapid, on the south-east bank, are brownish evidently tufaceous rocks, rocks. 
the materials of which also, however, include well rounded quartz 
pebbles. These pass by easy stages into grauwacke-sandstones and 
are interbedded with coarse conglomerates containing pebbles of granite 
and of greenish altered volcanic rocks, like those of the older series 
seen lower down the river. Carbonaceous streaks and pieces of dark-
coloured fossil wood are included in some of the beds; and a couple of 
layers two to three feet thick, were observed, which are so carbonaceous 
that they might almost be called coal. The dip is here N. 20° W. 
< 40°, but elsewhere in this vicinity is varied and confused. 

The rock of the islands and banks of the actual rapid is coarse con- Conglomer-

1 h · h f · b ld f · . b :ttes and sand-g omerate w ic o ten contams ou ers o gramte up to e1g teen stones. 
inches in diameter and is interstraiified with irregular beds of yellowish 
sandstone, the appearance of the conglomerate being much like that of 
the conglomerate of Jackass Mountain on the Fraser River, though 
somewhat less altered. Immediately above the rapid, on the south-east 
side of the river, gray and blackish shales, with thin beds of sandstone 
and of limestone, appear from below the conglomerates. These were 
found to contain fossils in considerable abundance, though represent-
ing but a few species. 

The fossils have been examined by Mr. Whiteaves, who states that Cretaceous 
£ £ d . bl . 11 b b fossils . o our etermma e species, a ut one appear to e new, but that the · 

occurrence of a Schlrenbachia apparently identical with a species from 
the lower part of the section in the Queen Charlotte Islands, would 
seem to show that the rocks may be of corresponding age, or about 
the lower part of the Middle Cretaceous. 

The species are as follows*:
Discina pileolus, N. sp. 
Cyprina Yukonensis, N. sp. 
Schlrenbachia borealis. 
Estheria bellula, N. sp. 

Sir J. Wm. Dawson has examined the fossil woods found at the same Fossil plant•. 
place, and writes of them as follows:-" Two species of fossil coniferous 
wood. One of these shows large wood-cells with one to two rows of 
discs and long narrow medullary rays. It is not improbably the wood 
of a species of Sequoia. The other has thick-walled wood-cells with 
one row of discs and spiral lines, the rnedullary rays being short and 
few celled. It has the characters of a taxine wood, and is not unlike 

* [Desc:ribed and figured in Contributions to Canadian Pali:eontology, vol. 1, pt. 2.] 
10 
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that of Salisburia. Another specimen from this place is a si;nall and 
badly preserved branchlet, with short aml apparently thick curved 
subulate leaves. It is probtibly coniferous, and it is not unlike 
Seqiioia ambigua and S. concinna, of Heer, from the Cretaceous of 
Greenland. It is, however, quite obscure, and might be a species of 
the l\Iesozoic genus I'achyphyllnm." 

Gravels of the The constituents of the gravel found along the Lewes River differ con
Lewes. siderably in a.ppearance from those of tbe Pelly gravels. Granite of 

various kinds is n.hundant, anrl thPre is lt notable profusion and variety 
of green and grayish-green altered roclrn of volcanic origin in associa
tion with which itre found occa~iona.l pPbbles of more or less pure jade, 
which appear to pass by insensible grnd>itions into green rocks of the 
kind above mentioned. Quartz vein-stuff iH much less important as a 
constituent of the river-gravels than it i~ on the Upper Pelly, Upper 
Liard and other streams to the ea~tward. 

Nordenskiold 
River. 

[.ewes v:i.lley. 

Rink Rupid to Litt[p, Salmon Rirer. 

From Rink Rapid to the mouth of t.he Nordenskiold, the general 
bearing of the river is nearly due south, the clis~ance in a straight 
line being twelve miles. From this point the general bearing is about 
south-east for eighteen miles and a-half, when it turns abruptly to a 
north-east direction round Eagle's Nest Rock, and in five miles reaches 
the mouth of the Little Salmon River. The total distance from Rink 
Rapid to the last-named pln.ce, metisured by the stream, is fifty-three 
miles, though the through distance, on a stniight line \which would 
have a south-east bearing) drawn between the two terminal points, is 
twenty-seYen and a-half miles only. 

The Nordenskiold is a small swift river with clear bluish water, 
which enters the Lewes on the west side. It was estimated as eighty 
feet wide by six inches deep, a couple of hundred yards above its 
mouth, on the 23rd of August, when it was evidently near its lowest 
stage. Its valley is not a wide or important one, it being in fact 
difficult to <lecide from which direction the stream comes a few miles 
back fro;:n the Lewes. The Little Sa,lmon (or Daly, as re-christPned by 
Schwatka) joins the Lewes on the opposite side, and was estimated to 
carry about twicP as r::mch water as the Norclengkiold. It is about one 
hundre<l feet wide with an average depth of three feet. The water is 
clear and brownish in tint, and the current not rapid at the mouth. 

The valley of the Lewes, between H,ink Rapid and the Little Salmon 
River, is in general somewhat irregular and not very wide, but a few 
miles before reaching the Little Salmon, the river turns into a wide 
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valley which runs north-east and south-west and appears to be continu
ous with that of the Little Salmon in the first mentioned direction. The 
hills, in the vicinity of the river, seldom exceed 800 feet in height, till 
near the Little Salmon, when they attain 1000 or poesibly 1500 feet. 
No mountains are in sight from this part of the river. Terraces rising 
to 200 feet are frequent and often run back at about that level to the 
bases of the hills. Near the mouth of the N ordenskiold, the river is 
extremely crooked, and the current is eYerywhere swift. The southern 
slopes of the hills and terraces are generally in large part open and 
grassy, no difference such aR might indicate a climate more humid than 
that of the region about old Fort Selkirk being met with. Several 
magpies »ere Heen, for the first time, on this part of the river. 

The first spot observed by us in ascending the river where bars have Colrl bars. 

been worked for gold, is situated six miles above the Nordenskiold. 

The rocks along this portion of the river, like those last described, 'J'liiek Cr_eta.-
b l 1 C . b h . . d . d eeous aeries. e ong to tie retaceous series, ut t e1r att1tu es are too vane to en-
able anything like a complete section to be gaineJ froru the isolated 
exposures met ·with, though the impression was received that the total 
thickness represented must be very great. The rucks consist generally 
of sandstones, grauwackes, coarse grits and conglomernte which not 
unfrequently have a general redd;sh appearance on weathering, prob-
ably in consequence of local dolomitization. .A. few localities, however, 
show features worthy of special mention. 

One of these is found five miles and a-half above Rink Rapid, where Beds of coal. 

a high bluff shows a series principally composed of sandstones, shales 
and shaly clays, poorly exposed in consequence of the sliJing character 
of the b"1nk, which is being washed away by the river at its base. These 
have a south-eastward dip, at low angles, and the thickness of beds re-
presented mu~t be several hundred feet. This exposure includes, 
within sixty feet of the base of the bluff, at least three coaly beds, of 
which the lowest is about three feet thick. This and the other beds 
contain some good looki11g coal, of which a thickness of about a foot 
sometimes occurs, but the greaLer part of the material is so sandy and 
impure as to be useles:;. The highest of these beds is underlain hy a 
layer of dull purplish-gray, finely granular and porphyritic trachyte 
from six to cigl1t feet in thickness, and evidently representing a con
temporaneous llow of volcanic matter. Its upper surface is so1uewhat 
broken up and mixed with carLonaceous matter, and passes into black, 
carbonaceous sandsto11e, about a foot thick, above which i8 the upper 
impure coal Lefore referred to, overlain by shales and sandstones of the 
ordinary character. 

] ()~ 
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The condition of all the beds in this vicini ty is rcmark:thly un 
alterc d, as compared with thos<1 seen lower down the ri1·er, and would 
appear to show tlrnt if (as assumed) they form a connected series, these 
reprnsent its upper part. Tito clip of these beds, taken in connection 
with that of those near Tantalu~ Butte and the horizontal appearance 
of the strnta in the hills to the south-westward, indicates the existence 
of a syncline £\'e or six miles in width, running in a south-west by 
north-east direction. The relatively high position of these beds is 
further shown by the occurrence, about two miles further up the river, 
of fossil plants referable to the Laramie. These were found in a hard, 
white, ~haly rock, which has apparently Leen permeated by w:tters 
charged with silica about the time of its formation. Sir J. Wm. Dawson 
states that the following species are represented:-

Taxodium Tinajorum, Heer. 
Glyptostrobus Europreus, Heer. 
Sequoia Langsdorffi, Heer (doubtful). 

The thin coal-seams here actually seen cannot be considered as of 
economic value, but are important as indicating the existence of a coal
bearing horizon which may prove to contnin thicker beds elsewhere 
and might become an important point in connection with the naviga
tion of the river. The coal has been examined by M:r. G. C. Hoffmann 
who describes it as a lignite-coal, with the following composition:-

Hygroscopic water.......................... . . . . 6·03 
Volatile combuotible matter... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ;!()-92 

Fixed carbon ................ ·..... ............ .. ~9·03 

Ash........................ ..... .. .. .... ...... 'l'02 

100·00 

Conglomerate About a mile below Eagle's Nest Rock, are exposures of coarse con-
glomerate, with inter-bedded sandstones precisely like those of Rink 
Rapid. The included stones are well rounded, and often a foot in 
diameter, and consist of granites and various green and gray hard, 
altered, volcanic rocks. This is probably the same conglomerate bed 
with that of the rapid. The dip here is N. 1;}0 W. < 40'. 

Drift deposits Frequent exposures of true boulder-clay occur along this part of the 
river, particularly above the Nordenskiold, where they often form 
castellated bluffs, in consequence of their considerable induration. The 
boulder-clay generally shows traces of bedding more or less distinct, 
and is sometimes very stony and includes large boulders, a few of 
which were observed to be striated. The pebbles are, as a rule, well 
rounded and even superficially polished. Clayey gravels with silty 
layers are in places associated with the boulder-clay in the manner 
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already described on the Pclly. In some places the boulder-clay also 
appears to be overlain by silty deposits, but on the Lewes thus far up, 
these are not extensive or well marked. 

Little Salmon to Bi,q Salmon River. 

From the LiLtle Salmon to the mouth of the Big Salmon Ri,·er (or '.l'he river and 

D'Abbadie), the general bearing of Lhe Lewes is about east-south-east, its valley. 

and the sinuosiLies of the river are not nearly so great as in the portion 
last described. The distance by the strean; between these tributaries 
is thirty-four miles. A considerable portion of this part of the river is 
not so swift as usual, and for eight or ten miles, midway between the 
Little and Big Salmon rivers, boi,h the river audits valley are more 
than usually narrowed. Beyond th'is, the valley begins to widen rapidly, 
and for some miles before the muuLh of the Big Salmon is reached, is 
notably wide, between the bases of the limiting hilk At ihe mouth 
of the Big Salmon, the Lewes turns al.Jruptly to the south, while the 
main valley is continued in a south-easterly direction, becoming there 
the valley of the Big Salmon. From the confluence of the rivers, the 
main valley can be seen running on for a distance of about fifteen 
miles, bordered by low hills to the northward, and by higher hills to 
the south. These last are the Seminow Mountains of Schwatka. The 
Lewes cuts through this range, which is continued also for some miles 
westward, forming the south-west side of the Lewes valley. The hills 
are rounded in fo1'tn and woodE>d, and rise to height of 1500 to 2000 
feet above the river. 

Few rock-exposures occur along this part of the Lewes, and in con- Geologica.l 

h . d fi . b . l t 't 1 . l features. sequence, not mg very e mte can e sa1c as o I s geo og1ca struc-
ture. Thirteen miles above the Little Salmon, greenish, grnuwacke
sandstones, and green, highly calcareous conglomerates were found, 
the latter containing pebbles of litnestone or marble, granite, various 
schistose rocks and green altered volcanic rocks. The greater part of 
the hill s in this vicinity seemed to be composed of similar materials, 
which are evidently newer than the altered volcanic series, and there-
fore in all probability Mesozoic, and very pos~ibly even Cretaceous. 
For some distance below the Big Salmon, numerous fragments of 
lignite-coal and of soft, shaly material~, like those previously described 
as occurring with the coal, are found on the bars, but cease to appear 
above the confluence of the Big Salmon, leading to the belief. that Cre
taceous or Laramie rocks attain a considerable development in the 
valley of that stream. It would require, however, a detailed survey 
to separate the various formations in this region, and the result of 
such an examination would probably be to place in the Mesozoic series 
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a. much larger area than would, at first sight, appear probable. At the 
mouth of the Big Salmon a gray-green, crystalline rock which is appa
rently a diorite, occurs. It appears to be bedded, and dips southward 
at an angle of 25°. 

Bedded silts. Nine miles below the Big Salmon is the first extensive display met 
with on the Lewes of the bedded silty deposits. Sc;trped banks and 
cliffs one hundred feet in height are here composed or these white sil1s 
with some interstratified sands and gra,·els. The ~ilts contain numer
ous nodular layers and sheets of calcareous concrctionary matter, and 
are hard and fine-grained toward the base, where they may be seen, in 
some places, resting on boulder-clay. 

Gold. Several bars which had been worked on for gold were seen along 
this part of the Lewes. 

Big Salmon River. 

Appearanceof The Big Salmon* has been re-named by Schwatka the D 'Abbaclie 
the river 

River, a name which bas the merit of being more distinctive than that 

Notes on 
upper part of 
river. 

previously in use, but the miners who (with the exce]Jtion of the 
Indians) alone travel through the country, refuse to know it by any 
but the old name. It is much more important than any of the tribu
taries joining the Lewes furtl1er down, being 347 feet wide, with a 
depth of five feet for about one-third of its width, :md a current of 
about two miles an hour. The water is clear and of a bluer tint than 
that of the Little Salmon, and the discharge was estimated at 2726 
cubic feet per second, when probably rather below its mean stage. It 
might, no doubt, be navigated by a small stern-wheel steamer for 
many miles. 

I was afterward so fortunate as to meet a party of four miners who 
had spent a part of the summer of lb87 in prospecting this stream, and 
from one of them, Mr. John McCormack, obtained some particulu.rs 
respecting it, together with a sketch of its course. Thirty-two miles 
from the Lewes, the Big Salmon is said to be joined by a smaller stream, 
which :McCormack calls the North Fork. For· about. a mile and a half 
below and a short distf1nce above the mouth of this branch, the river 
is very rocky and rapid. Half a mile above it there is an Indian 
salmon-fishing place. For some distance beyond this the river is 
sluggish, and at sixty-six miles from the Lewes, the South Fork bran
ches off. This fork occupies a wide valley and come~ from the south
eastward. Above it the water is swifter and the valley of the river is 
narrow, with high mountains on both sides, but particularly on the 
north. Granite and mica-schist were seen along this part of the rfrer. 

*Ta-tlin-hi.-ni of the Tagisb. 
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At a supposed distance of one hundred and five miles from the Lewes, 
another stream joins from the south-east, and this also occupies an 
important valley, though not so wide as that of the South Fork. Above 
this point the river turns to a northerly bearing for about fifteen miles, 
the current being, in general, slack. It then reverts to an easterly 
bearing, and af ter passing a rapid, at one place, Islan<l r~ake is reached Lal~es at head 

of nver. 
:•t 190 miles frorn the Lewes. This lah is four miles long, and has 
two arms at its upper end, from the southern of which a ri1·er leads, 
in eight miles, to a second lake two miles and a-half long. A stretch 
of river, a mile and a-half long, joins this to the higbest lake, which 
McCormack named Quiet Lake, and of which he estimatrs the length 
at twenty-four miles. At the outlet of the lake is an Indian fishing 
place. The country to the south of these lakes is n1ountai11ous, granite 
being a common rock, and several streams run from these mountains 
into Quiet Lake. The north-east side of the lake is bordered by lower 
ridges, and from its head, McCormack travelled about eight miles, 
through a low country, to the bank of the Tes-lin-too, which he found 
here flowing from north to south.* 

These miners found "fine" gold all along the river, but no good Gold 
paying bars. They were in search of "coarse" gold, but did not 
discover any. A small specimen of pyrites n.nd quartz, from veins met 
with on one of the streams flowing into Quiet Lake, given to me by 
:::\Ir. McCormack, was found by Mr. Hoffmann to contain very distinct 
traces of gold with a trace of silver. 

According to the Indians, the salmoTl run up this river to its source, Salmon. 
and the same is reported of the Little Saltuon and the Tes-lin-too. 

Big Salmon River to Tes-lin-too. [ Hotalinqn.] 

As already noted, the bearing of the Lewes becomes nearly due The river and 

south, at the mouth of the Big 8n.lmon. Though crooked in detail, it river-valley. 
preserves this general bearing to the mouth of the Tes-lin-too, a 
distance by the river of thirty-one miles. Both the valley and the 
river itself are unu8Ually narrow where the Seminow Hills are cut 
through, the width of the range being about five .miles, and the river 
conti1~ues narrow and deep, with a swift current, beyond this point, 
though, the valley widens and permits the stream to resume its 
flexuous character. The actual wid~.h of the river, at a point nine 
miles below the mouth of the Tes-lin-too, was ascertained to be 483 
feet, the current being at the rate of 4·84 miles per hour. These 

*The above estimates of distance are prob ibly :i,]] in excess, :tnd include tbe minor 
sinuosities of the strearu. The actual distance from point to point are shown on the 
map as well as it lias been possible to estimate them. 
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figures may be taken as representing the general character of this pa.rt 
of the stream. A short distance Routh of this point, the river again 
begins to widen and to resume its usual aspect. The hills bounding 
the \-alley on the south of the i3eminow range seldom exceed a height 
of 800 feet, till the vicinity of the confluence of the Tes-lin-too and 
Lewes is reached, when they gradually incren.se to 1000 or 1500 feet. 

A number of auriferous gravel-bars have been worked along this 
part of the Lewes, including Cassiar Bar, which has so far proved the 
richest on the river. Limited areas of the river-flats have also been 
worked over, where the alluvial cm-er is not too deep. 

The valley near the mouth of the Tes-Jin-too is again narrower 
than usual, singularly so for the point of confluence of two impor
tant rivers. The valley of the Tes-lin-too is evidently the main 
orographic depression which continues that occupied by the Lewes 
below the confluence. The Lewes flows in through a narrow gap, 
closely bordered by high hills and nearly at right angles to the lower 
course of the rivet._ On the map accompanying Lieut. Scbwatka's 
report, the width of the Tes-lin-too is shown as about half that of the 
Lewes, the acLual fact being precisely the reverse and all the main 
features of the lower river being contained by the 'l'es-lin-too; while 
the other branch, both in its irregular mode of entry, the nature of its 
banks, the colour of its water and its very rapid current, presents, at 
first sight, all the appearance of a tributary stream of new character. 
To such a.n extent is this difference observable, that Mr. Ogilvie and 
the members of his party, as well as most of the miners on the river, 
were of the opinion that the Tes-Jin-too actually carri"Js much the 
greater volume of water. As this appeared to be a question of some 
importance, we stopped a day at the confluence for the purpose of 
investigating it, cross-sectioning each river and ascertaining the rate 
of the current at distances of about half a mile from the junction, 
where the circumstances were farnurable. It was thus ascertained 
that the rivers possess the following dimensions :-

Mean width .. __ . .............. _ 
Maximum depth (near left bank}. 
Sectional area. . . . . . . - .....•..•. 
Maximum velocity .... _ .•. 
Discharge per Recond .. _ ..... _ 

LEWES. 

420 feet. 
12 " (nen.r right bn.uk) 

3,015 " 
5·Gs rniles pr. hr. 

18,GG4 cubic feet. 

TES-LIN-TOO. 

575 feet. 
18 feet 4 inches. 

3,809 feet. 
2·ss miles pr. hr. 

11, 436 cubic feet. 

In connection with these measurements it may be stated that the 
Lewe::. showed evidence of having risen about a foot above its lowest 
summer level, while the Tes-lin-too was probably nea1· its lowest 
summer stage.* If we sublract the volume of waler rep1esented by 

" All the rivers in this country reach their actual minimum toward the end of the 
winter. 



YUKON DISTRICT AND NORTHERN BRI'l'ISII COLUMBIA. 153 

this extra foot in depth, the discharge of the Lewes at the summer 
low-water stage may be approximately stated at 15,GOO cubic feet;. 
The water of the Lewes has a blue, slightly opalescent colour, much 
resembling that of the Rh0ne where it issues from the Lake of Geneva, 
while that of the Tes-lin-too is brownish and somewhat turbid. The 
temperatures of the Lewes and Tes-Jin-too were respectively 54° and 
53 ·5° F. on the evening of Aup-ust 3lst. A considerable part of the 
water of the former stream must be derived from the glaciers and 
snows of the Coast Ranges, but the existence of hrge lakes on 
both streams doubtless accounts for tlieir proximate e 1uality in 
temperature. 

From the few exposures which occur on that part of the Lewe~ Rocks. 

which cuts across the Seminow Hills, the range would appem· to be 
composed of greenish, 11lterccl volcanic rocks, probably dialm;;e, inter
br•dded with gray or whitish marble. Rocks of this character are 
those which have supplied the material for the conglomemtes de
scribfld before, a,nd are evidently much older than these and doubtless 
referable to the Palreozoic. At another place, south nf the Seminow 
Hills, felsite, schistose diabase and dark fractured argillite were noted 
in association, and at about a mile and a-half below the Tes-lin-too, 
purplish and greenish amygdaloid, with calcareous filling, was seen. 
The-exposures on this part of the river are few and unconnected and 
that last mentioned shows less sign of alteration than usual, and may 
be referable to a period newer than the Palreozoic. 

Clayey and earthy gravels, like those often associated with the Drift deposits. 

boulder-clay, were noted in some places along this part of the Lewes. 
These are overlain by nearly white, bedded silts, which often form 
entire hanks of considerable height. A mile and a-half below the 
mouth of the Tes-lin-too, the first glaciated rock-surfaces seen in 
ascending the Lewes, were noted. The direction of glaciation is 
N. 4° E. The glaciation is here well preserved on surfaces a few feet 
above the river, and consists of wide, shallow, straight grooves and 
flutings, quite evidently the work of a glacier. 

Tes-lin-too [ Hotalinqu J River. 

The Tes-lin-too Rivllr is named the Newberry or Tess-el-heena* on Notes on the 

Schwatka's map, and is evidently the same which is sketchtd on th.e river. 

*This is doubtless a version of Tt•s-lin·hi-ni, hin (or in combination hi-ni) being 
Tagish for river. Te~-lin-too is the name given to me by the Tagish Indians, the 
termination beiug the Tinne equivalent for hin. This is, however, not the only case 
of such use of Tinne words by the Tagi"h. :N"as-a-thane is doubtless Ni-sutlin or Ni
sutlin-hi-ni, the name of the river above tlie g1eat lake. Krause names this rirnr, 
on an Indian sketch attached to his map, Tis-lin-hin. 
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U. S. Coast Survey map of Alaska., etc., (1884) as the Nas-a-thane. 
By the miners who pass along the Lewes, it is known as the 
Hootalinkwa or Hotalinqu, in consequence, as it proves, of a misap
prehension. The Hotilinqu, which has appeared on the maps for 
many years, was traversed in its upper part by Byrnes in the course 
of bis exploration already mentioned. I have ascertained that one or 
more of the miners who first descended the Lewes knew Byrnes and 
were familiar with his work, and, naturally enough, on finding this 
river, they jumped to the conclusion that it was the Hotalinqu of 
which he had told them.* 

This river still remains to be explored and mapped, and as it drains 
a country with a rather dry climate, the area of iLs basin is probc1bly 
very considerable. It has been prospecle<l to some extent by a few 
miners, but it is difficult, from the accounts wliich tliey are able to 
give, to ascertain much of a definite character respecting it. At the 
mouth of the river we met Mr. T. Doswell and two other miners who 
had spent most of the summer on it, and from Boswell's description, 
together with sketches subsequently obtained from Indians, the fol
iowing notes are drawn up. 

The general tread of the Tes-lin-too appears to be south-eastward, 
and Boswell estimate~ its length, to the great lake, n,t one hundred miles. 
There are no rapids or falls in this distance, but the water for sixty or 
seventy miles from the mouth is moderately swift, the remaining dis
tance to the lake being quite slack. The la.ke is represented as being 
at least one hundrt:d miles in length, but accounts differ as to the exist
ence of a large tributary river at its head, some affirming that 
there is merely a small unimportant stream. Be that as it may, 
the main continuation of the Tes-lin-too is found at the head of 
an arm ten or twelve miles long, on the east side of the lake. 
This river, known to the Tagish Indians as Ni-sutlin-h'i-nI, must 
come f1 om a north-easterly direction in the first instance, and it is 
represented as circling completely round the head of the Big Salmon 
River and ri::;ing between that river and the Upper Pelly. At a distance 
variously estimated at from eighty to one hundred and twenty mile::; 
from its mouth (and said by the Indians to be two clays' travel down 
stream), the river forks, the west fork being the larger and that of 
which the course has just been described. The east fork is swift and 
full of rapids and rises in a mountainous country, which no doubt 
repre~ents a portion of the northern continuation of the Cassiar Range. 
The Indians travel se,·ernl days up this fork and then cross mountains 
to tributaries of the Upper Liard and descend by these to the little 

*[Exploratio11s just completed, however, show that Byrnes actually reached thP 
he:id of Tes-Jin Lake.) 
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trfLding post at the confluence of the Liard and .Dease. Between the 
mouth of the main river and the forks above mentioned, the navigation 
is fairly good and no heavy rapids occur. 

The great lake above mentioned, into which the Ni-sutlin-h'i-ni ]features near 

d . h . 'd b h I d' b h 1 l h the lake. 1sc arges, is sa1 y t e n ians to e t e n.rgest rnown to t em. 
It is named Tes-lin by the Tagish Indians, and is bordered to the 
westward, at a distance of several miles, by a high range of mountains, 
while a similar range, but of inferior height, runs along its east side 
and, further north, separates the Tes-lin-too from the Big Salmon. 
Near the head of the lake is an Indian trail by which, it is said, the head 
of canoe navigation on the Taku B,iver may be reached in two long Pass to Taku. 

days packing. Inquiry seems to show that the distance from point to 
point by this trail is about sixty miles, and that it crosses a range of 
mountains, but not at such a height as to pass entirely out of the timber. 
It is stated that a miner named Mike Powers, with eight or nine other 
men, crossed frorr. the Taku to the lake in 1876 or 1877. These men 
built three boats on the lake, but do not appen.r to have done much 
prospecting and came out by the same route by which they had entered. 

There are two Indian salmon-fishing stations on the Ni-sutlln-h1 n'i <:old. 

above Te~-lin Lake. Mr. Boswell and his partncl's found fine golll 
all along the Tes-lin-too and also on the Ni-sutlin-h'i-n'i. They worked 
in different places along the river and appear to have done fairly 
well. 

Tes-lin-too to Lake Labarge. 

From the mouth of the Tes-Jin-too for Hotalinqu J to the lower end of 
Lake Labarge the distance by the Lewes is twenty-seven miles and 
a-half. The river is very crooked and for the first six or seven miles 
very rapid, averaging probably six miles an hour. Large boulders 
occur in its bed in some places, but it is believed that a stern-wheel 
steamer of good power might ascend without difficulty. The current 
becomes slack three or four miles before reaching the lake. The river 
does not follow any well marked or important valley, but an irregular 
depression among lumpy inconsequent hill s, none of which probably rise 
over 1000 feet above it. No rocks were found exposed on the river, 
but some of the hills are evidently composed in large part of pale, gray 
limestone. Scarped bankR, about a hundrPd feet higb, show boulder
clay overlain by white silts, which on the lower part of this reach of 
the river form about one-third of the height of the bank. The lake>< above 
evidently prevent the occurrence of heavy floods on this part of the 
river, the sod corning down quite to the edge of the water in a manner 
not found on the lower part of the Lewes or on the Tes-Jin-too where 
seen near the mouth. 
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Lake Labarge. 

This lake, through which the Lewes River flows, is undoubtedly that 
named for Mike Labarge on the older maps, though Schwatka. names 
it Kluk-tas-si which is, no doubt, an attempt at its Tagish Indian name 
Tloo-tat-sai'. Krause calls it Tahiniwii.d, which is evidently the name 
given to me as that of the Lewes River. 

The lake is a liWe over thirty-one miles in length. It lies nearly 
north-and-south, but is somewhat irregular in outline and does not pre
sent the parallel-sided form and constant width of most of the mountain 
lakes. About six miles of its lower end averages two miles and a half 
in width. It then maintains a pretty constant width of a mile and a 
half, for nine miles, after which it again increases in size and attains a 
width of five miles near Richtofen Island. (N amcd Richtofen rocks 
and shown as a peninsula on Schwatka's map). Its elevation above 
sea.-level is approximately 2100 feet. It appears to mainta.in its level 
pretty constantly, the total rise and fall as indicated by the shores be
ing about four feet only. It was about a foot above its low-water stage 
at the time we passed early in September. 

Country about The Jake is bordered nearly everywhere by hilly or mountainous 
the lake, country, but two important valleys occur which require special men

tion. The first of these evidently forms the continuation of the hollow 
occupied by the lake its ·1£, and runs on from its north or lower end in 
a nol'th-westward direction, while the river, where it leaves the lake, 
turns to the north-east and breaks through the ranges of hills on that 
side. The greater part of this valley, which I propose to name the 
Ogilvie '!.'alley, appears to drain from the lake in a north-westerly direc
tion and probably to White River, as it is seen to be ulocked by terrace
flats about 200 feet above the lake, at a distance of a few miles from it. 
The second valley begins in a tract of low land to the west of Richtofen 
Island and runs parallel to the first, being like it, one of the main oro
graphic valleys of the region. A small river appears to enter the lake 
from this valley. The mountains on the south west side form a well 
characterized range, but appear scarcely to exceed 2500 feet in height 
above the lake. They carried, however, some patches of old snow, the 
first seen by us since leaving the upper part of the Pelly River. 

Mountains. The hills along the lower part of the lake on the east side are quite 
remarkable in their abrupt forms and have white limestone summits. 
They rise from 300 to 1000 feet above the lake and no higher moun
tains were seen behind them. Further up the lake, 011 the same side, 
similar limestone mountains attain a height of a.bout 2000 feet at a 
short di~tance back, but are not so remarkable in form. On the west 
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side of the lake, north of the Richtofen rnlley, the bills slope gradually 
back from the shore and in a few places reach a height of probably 
2000 feet above it, at some miles inland. The outlines of these hills 
:i,rc monotonous and they are wooded nearly to the summits. South of 
the Richtofen valley the 1lfiner's Range* :i,pproaches the lake at an 
oblique angle, but decreasing in altitude. The mountains forming this 
range are more varied in form than those just described. 

l\fr. Ogilvie's measured line was carried down from point to point Sul'\'eyof the 

f 1 1 k f · 1 I · b fi d shol'es. along the west shore o tie a -e, a ew pomts on y iavmg een xe on 
the east shore by tri:i,ngulation. In order to complete the outline of 
the lake I decided to make a track-sun-ey of tlic east shore, connecting 
this by ben.rings with known points on Ogilvie's survey. \Ve had not 
time to eircurnnn.vigate the lake and nothing was known to point out 
one side a~ better tbn.n the other for the pnrpose of geological ex;1mina-
tion. The lake is reputed to lie a Yery stormy one, the prevailing winds 
being from the south in summer, and often so strong that miners h:i,ve 
been detainer'! in camp for nrnny days. 'y <'lost almost the whole of one 
day, owing to wind, on our· way up the hke. Though local evidence of (!Jima.te. 

a more humid climate wi~R noted on the Lewes nea.r tlw Seminow Hills, 
these are soon lost after p:i~<oing that range, n.nd along Lake Labarge, 
southern slopes of terraces and hills are often grn.ssy and open. 
Anemone patens was noted as abundant in many places. 

The rocks bordering the rn.Rt side of Lake L'Lbarge evidently repre- Two serie• 

d. . . , l . I I l l . f l uf rocks. sent two rntmct series, ot w 11c 1 tic o t e1· is or tic most part com-
posed of gray !imestone, which, in some places, nea.rly approaches 
marble but in others becomes ratll('r fbggy and argillaccou-<. Resting 
unconforrnably on this, is a series compos<'cl of conglome1 ates, which pass 
into hard gray and greenish grauwacke-sa11dstoncs, :i,n<l hard, dltrk, cal
careous shales which occasionally become uc>arly black, impure, flnggy 
limestone. The two Sf'rics are foldl'd (l;gether, the strike of l.Joth being 
north-north-west, mN't ing the shore of the lake very obliquely. 
The direction of dip is generally westward at high angles or vertical. 
The conglom<'rates are chiefly composed of greenish, gray and purp-
lish altered volcanic rocks, together with limestone of various kinds, 
and the same constitnents in a more comminuted form enter into the 
<::omposition of the grauwackes. At a point opposite Richtofen Island, 
black, argillaceous and calcareous beds are charged with numerous 
angular fragments of the older ,limestones, the occurrence of which and 
of the pebbles of altered volcanic rocks elsewhere associated with the 
limestones, constitute the evidence of unconformity, as the two series 
are too closely folded together to admit the observation of an angular 

* I name this for the miners met. by us a.long the river, good fellows all of them. 
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unconformity. The good exposures found along this shore of the lake 
are important as indicating the intimate manner in which the rocks of 
differing age are associated in this region. They show that their 
sepanition on the map can be accomplished only by means of a detailed 
survey. No characteristic fossils were found in the older limestone 
series which ma.y, however, be regarded from an;i,logy as probably of 
Carboniferous age. The newer series is evidently Cretaceous and Yery 
probably of the horizon of Series C., the Lower Sh;i,les and Flandstones, of 
the Queen Charlotte Islands. A few fossils were obtained at the point 
already referred to, opposite Richtofen Island, on which Mr. J. F. 
Whitean"s supplies the following note.-

" The fossils collected at this locality appear to be somewh;i,t as 
follows, though they have only been subjected, so far, to a prE'limin:iry 
and by no means exhaustive examination. 1. A single specimen of a 
small sponge, and, 2. several badly preserved corals, one with 
compound and very slender cornllites. 3. Several small lamellibranchs 
apparently referable to three genera, two of which are represented by 
mere fragments, while the other may be a form of Plenromyalrwrignta. 
4. A mould of part of a spiral gasteropod, which may be referable to 
Nerincea or to the genus Pseudomelwnia of Pictet and Campiche. 5. 
A piece of a phrngmocone of a small belPrnnite. 

"These fossils, though somewhat obscure, appear to be of Cretaceous 
age and possibly of about the horizon of Series C., of the Queen Char
lotte Islands." 

Of the rocks on the opposite or west side of the lake nothing certain 
can be said. Limestone is, however, not a prominent feature in the 
hills near the lake, though apparent in some of those seen behind the 
first range. It is not improbable that the Mesozoic rocks are here more 
extensively developed. 

TerracP~. Terraces were noted on the lower part of the lake at about 200 feet 
above it and at various lower levels, and near the head of the lake they 
were seen at an elevation estimated as being at least 400 feet above it. 
The rocks along the lake-shore fr<Jquently show glaciated surfaces, the 
bearing being in general parallel to that of the lake and the sense 

Glaciation. of the movement of ice from south to north. The limestone hills are 
channelled, planed and flu Led along their sides and over their summits 
in such a way as to indicate the f~mer existence of very heavy ice 
pressure. Two miles from the lower end of the lake, at the water
level, the glaciation points directly down the valley through which 
the river now runs, or N. 24° E., while two miles further on, the 
summit of a limestone hill 300 feet high, is crossed by heavy glaciation 
running N. 8° W . The latter may be accepted as that of the main 
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direction of motion, the divergence met with being not greater than 
that frequently found in tracing the course of the ice of the former 
Strait-of-Georgia glacier on the coast, where it has passed over rugged 
country,* and it would appear that in this case the main mass of ice 
JllOved into the wide Ogilvie valley, while part of the lower portion of 
the mass was pressed through the smaller valley by which the lake 
itself now discharge8. Where the limestone hills hn.ve recently been 
stripped of their covering of soil, the sloping glaciated surfaces are still 
so smooth that it is difficult to walk over them. 

No definite indication of the mode of origin of the lake was obtained. Origin of the 
The observation just cited shows that the valley through which it now lake. 
discharges existed in glacial times, but it may probably have been 
of less importance and it is not impossible that before the glacial 
period the river flowed out by the Ogilvie valley which mn.y since ha.ve 
become blocked by morainic or other drift deposits. 

Lake Labarge to 1'ahk-heenct [ Tahini] River. 

Beyond the head of Lake Labarge, the vailey of the Lewes continues The valley. 
equally wide, and runs in a general southward direction like that, of the 
lake. At the head of the lake, the valley is occupied by swampy tlats 
nearly at the water-level and by low terrace-flats, which, where cut in 
the river banks, are seen to be composed of stratified fine sand~, which 
are often iron-stained and a few miles up the river are found to rest 
upon the white silts, showing that they are valley deposits of post-
glacial date. The limestone range which has bordered the east side of 
Lake Labarge, runs on in a southward ·direction, forwing the east side 
of thA wide valley. Eleven miles and a-half from the head of the lake 
the Tahk-heena River flows in from the west, making a right :ingle with 
the main river and at thirteen miles further (still measuring along the 
river), the foot of ·white Horse Rapid is reached. The current of The river. 
the Lewes is rather slack for eleven miles from the 1ake, and the bed 
and banks are clayey or sandy. Above this point, the river becomes 
swift, averaging about four miles an liour, and gravel banks and bars 
reappear. For about two miles below the White Horse Rapid, the 
current is very swift, and though the latter may be designated as the 
head of possible steamer navigation, it would scarcely pay to endeavour 
to force a steamer up to the very foot of the rapid. t No rock-exposures 

*See Annual RP.port, Geol. Surv. Can., 1886, p. 100 B. 

tSeveral small stern-wheel steamers have, for some years, ascended each summer 
the Lower Yukon, in Alaska, but so far as I know, none of the~e have yet gone 
further up than the mouth of the Stewart; it would, however, be quite practicable to 
ascend to the point here indicated [1887.) 
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whatever were seen aJong this part of the Lewes, the scarped banks, 
which are often a hun<lred feet in height, consisting almo8t entirely of 
white silts with a widely undulated bedding. 

Tahk-heena [ Tahini] River. 

The Tahk-heena* River is a considerable stream and is wide and 
slack at its confluence with the Lewes. At about 200 yards from the 
Lewes, where it has attained its normal size, it was acil'ertained to be 
237 feet wide, with a depth of ten feet for about. one-third of this width, 
and a current estimated at two miles an hour. The disl'harge may be 
roughly estimated at 3600 cubic feet per second, and appenre<l to be 
about half that of the Lewes above the juncUon 01· one-third of that 
below the confluence. The hills which border the south side of this 
river at its mouth, rise to high rugged mountains at a Lout fifteen miles 
to the west, and these have the appearance of being 111.rgely composed 
of granite. The water of this river is very turbid as compared with 
that of the Lewes, and the temperature of both rivers was found to be 
52° F. on the 6th of September. 

The principal sources of the Tahk-heena are shown by Dr. A. 
Krause's exploration to be at a distance of forty to fifty miles from the 
head of the west branch of Lynn Canal, and the l'iver was formerly 
much employed by the Chilkat Indians, whose chief place is on that arm, 
as a means of reaching the interior. It is not used by the miners and 
now [1887] only to a small extent by the Indians themselves, on account 
of the long and difficult carriage from the sea to its head, but the lake 
at the head of the river once re11ched, the voyage down stream is 
reported to be easier than that by the main river, the rapids being less 
serious. A sketch of the course of the Tahk-heena River, probably 
based on Indian accounts, is given on map No. 20 which accompanies 
the U. S. Coast Survey Report for 1867. This sketch has, however, 
not been employed on the map of 1884, it being probably supposed 
at that time that the Indian information on which it had been drawr:. 
referred to the upper part of the Lewes. 

The Canon. 

White Horse The White Horse Rapid and Milef Canon form together the most 
Rapid. formidable obstacle to the use of the Lewes as a route into the interior, 

constituting an interruption to navigation of two and three-quart&r 

*Named the Yukon at its outflow from "west Kus8ooa Lake" at its head, on 
Krause's map. The orthography of the published maps is here retained. The name 
would probably be more correctly rendered Ta-hi-ni. 
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miles in total length. White Horse Rapid is three-eighths of a mile 
long.* The worst rapid is at the lower end of the White Horse, 
where the river is little more than a hundred feet wide, with low 
basaltic banks, and the force of the water is very great. In the upper 
part of the White Horse, the water flows between low basalt cliffs 
scarcely exceeding twenty feet in height, but sufficient to render track
ing precarious and difficult, while the occurrence of numerous rocks in 
mid-channel makes the rapid dangerous to run. The portage is on the 
west bank and it is usual to carry both boats and c11rgo over it. 

Between the White Horse and the foot of the en.non the river is very 
swift, and at one place, a mile above the former and three-quarters of 
a mile below the latter, the set of the stream is so st,rong round a rocky 
point as to render it advisable to make an additional short portage of 
130 feet. A third portage of five-eighths of a mile is necessary at Miles 
Canon. This portage is on the east bank, anci at the lower end, a 
very steep ascent has first to be overcom~. Here a sort of extemporized 
windlass has been rigged up by the miners for the purpose of hauling up 'fhe cafion. 

their boats. The canon is cut through a horizontal, or nearly horizontal, 
flow of basalt and is not more than about a hundred feet in width, with 
vertical cliffs averaging about fifty feet, and never exceeding one 
hundred feet, at the sides. It opens out into a species of basin in the 
middle, but the river is elsewhere inaccessible from the banks. Ter-
raced hills rise above the basalt walls on each side of the valley, but 
are particularly abrupt on i.he west bank. The river flows through the 
canon with great velocity, but is unimpeded in its couese, and it is 
therefore not very risky to run with a good boat. The Y\7 hite Horse 
Rapid is, however, much more dangerous, and though some of the 
miners have run through it-gener:i.lly accidently-it should not be 
attempted. 

The basaltic rocks of the rapid and canon are not seen for any dis- Basalticrocks. 

tance above or below these points, and appear to represent a lot:al effu-
sion of no great area, which is probably confined to the bottom of the 
valley. A second wide valley runs behind Canon Hill, to the east, and 
it is possible that this may represent a pre-glacial channel of the river. 
The basalt is itself evidently older than the glacial deposits. It is gray 
in colour and often vesicular, the cavities being in some places filled by 
a radiating zeolitic mineral. 

Miles Canon to Lake Marsh. 

The great structural valley which is occupied by Lake Labarge and Lewes River 

by the river above it up to this point, runs on above the canon as a and valley. 

*The distances here given are those measured by Mr. Ogilvie. 
11 
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wide, important depression, bearing nearly due south, and appears to 
be uninterrupted till it joins the lower end of Bennett Lake, t~irty-two 
miles distant. The course of the river, however, diverges to the south
east, in which dfrect.ion n.lso a wide valley runs, and in twenty-three 
miles (following the stren.rn) the lower end of Lake Marsh is reached. 
Thi.s valley, though extensive between its limiting slopes, is not regularly 
bounded by paraJ lel ranges, like that first mf'ntioned. The current of 
the river to within five or six miles of the lake is moderate, not exceed
ing thn'c miles an hour, and the immediate river-trough is narrow, be
ing rather closely bordered by terraces of a hundred feet or more in 
height. Above this point, t•J the lake, the current is quite slack ; the 
terraces gradually retreat toward the bases of the hills, and wide 
swalllp1· fiats o.:cur. The water above the caflon is quite clear anrl 
blue, showing 1.iiat its turbidity further down is entirdy clue to the 
wa.shin!:{ away and falling in of the high banks of silt. The turbidity 
of the Tahk-lwcna is probably ftlso due to the S'.1me cause. 

Vegetation. A 11cmnne patens and Elaagnns arqentea are common on dry banks, 
and ~lopes cowred with bunch-gt'<L~s and Artemi<ia friyida still occur, 
evidencing a dry clim~ite. The black pine (J>imts ,lfurrayana) is now 
very abu ncfa11t, much more so than on the lower river, and it was here 
observed that tliis tree began to as-;ume a more branching and less 
rigid form than it has to the north. Large numbers of salmon were 

Salmon. found dead or dying along the banks for a few miles above the "anon, 
and the grass along the shores was trodden down by bears attracLed 
here by this cir.:umstance. No salmon wcl'e found so far up as Lake 
Marsh, and the Tndians state that this is their limit. It would appear 
that after their long journey from the sea, those which get so far, 
exhaust their last remaining strength in ascending the cafion. 

White silts. There are some very fine exposures of stratified white silt~, often 
interbedded with sands, along this part of the river, but no boulcler
clay was seen ; neither are there any expo8ures of rock in place. 
Basalt is seldom found as a constituent of the gravels above the oafi on, 

Jade. and then only in small pebbles. Rounded pieces of greenish, jade-like 
rocks and impure jades, which were abundant below the Tes-lin-too, 
here again become common. 

Sitm .. tion of 
Lake Marsh. 

Lake ilfarsh. 

Lake Marsh, so named by Schwatka, in honour of Prof. 0. C. Marsh, 
is known to the miners a~ "Mud Lake." It is twenty miles in length, 
with an average width of about two miles, pretty uniformly maintained. 
The valley of which this lake occupies the centre, is notably wide, and 
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the country in the immediate vicinity of the lake in quite low, consist
ing of terrace-flats, or low rounded or, wooded hills and ridges. Con-
spicuous mountain summits, however, occur at a distance of some miles Mou11tiiins. 

inland on both sides of the lake. A moderately well defined range, of 
which Michie Mountain* 5540 feet in height is the most elevated 
point, bounds the view on the east side of tlie lake, from which it 
di verges in a south-east.erly direction. To tlte west is an irrf'gular :i.nd 
broken mass of mountains in which several notable gaps occur and 
which occupy the country between L tikc l\Iarsh and the Watson 
valley, previously referred to. The highest points of Lhese, 1lfounts 
Lorne and Lansdowne, were as0ertained to have approximate elevations 
of 6400 and 6140 feet respectively. The di,·ersifi,•d forms of the 
mountains in view from this lake render it parLicu:arly picturesque, 
and at the time of our visit, on the lOth and 11 th of September, the 
autumn tints of the aspens and other deciduous trees and shrubs, 
mingled with the sombre greens of the spruces a11d pines, added to its 
beauty. 

The shores of the lake are generally rather shoal, and in some places '.J'he lake a.~d 

f d d - . . its tr1 butanes. 
the beach-gravel was oun to rest on mu or cltiy, but these peculiari-
ties are not so striking in themsehes as to warrant the application of 
the name "Mud Lake." The mouth of the ~J'Clintock H.iver, which 
enters the lower end of the lake from an important .-allPy, was not 
examined closely. It appeared, however, to be a small streaUJ, a.nd the 
greater part of the country to the east of the lake probably drains to 
the Tes-lin-too. A second stream joins the l11ke at the south-east angle 
~ilih~. . 

As in the case of Lake Labarge, Mr. Ogilvie's measured line was Track-survey. 

here carried along the west shore, and in order to complete the outline 
of the lake, I travelled up the opposite side, making a track-survey of 
it, which has been embodied on the map. 

The rocks seen at the lowf'r end of Lake Marsh, and on the island, Rocks. 
may be taken as representing the composition of the range which 
borders the Lewes on the north-east for some distance below, They 
consist of greenish and purplish altered volcanic materials, probably 
all diabase in compo~ition, and are bedded, the strike being approxim-
ately parallel to the run of the range just mentioned. Further up the 
lake on the same side, similar rocki; were noted in several places, together 
with some which might be taken to represent the grauwacke-sandstone~ 
of the newer series described on Lake Labarge. The higher mountains 
off to the eastward appear to be, at least in part, composed of limestone. 
At the head of the lake are considerable exposures of black and dark-

* So named by Schwatka.. 

11~ 
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gray, hard, slaty argillites, finely cleaved and tnwersP-d by numerous 
s111all quartz veins. The sLrike of .the clearngc is S. 30 E ., wiLh :L high 
easterly dip. 

The rock surfaces along the lake are herwily glaciated, the direction 
being, in general, parallel to that of the ornin vnlley. The nviclencc is 
such as to show, however, that at least the subjaccnt part of the i l"P of 
the former great glacier, bifurcn,ted at the north end of Lhe ln,ke, onE> 
branch taking the vn.lley of the Lewes, the other that of the "1 'Clintock 
River. In the same way, at the south end of the lake, r, greu.t part of 
the ice has been delivered through the wide valley which comes from 
the south-east between Jubilee Mountain* and 1liount White. i" 

Tagish, Bennett and Lindeman Lakes. 

The upper end of Lake Marsh is connected with Tagish Lake by a 
wide tranquil reach of river five miles in length. The current is here 
very slack, and the depth, according to Ogilvie, from six to twelve feet. 
The river is bord,ered by low terraces, which are particularly wide on 
the west sicle, and are covered with open woods, chiflfly consisting of 
white spruce and cottonwood. To the east, the long irregulrir ridges 
'l.nd slopes which culminate in Jubilee Mountain begin to ri~e u. short 

Indian houses. distance back from Lhe river. A mile above Lake Marsh, on the east 
bank of the river, are two roughly built houses belonging to the Tagish 
Indians. These are the only permanent houses seen along the whole 
course of the Lewes, and here the Tagish people who roam over this 
part of the count.ry, reside during the winter months. 

Navigable 
waters. 

From the description just given, it will be seen that the navigation, 
by steamers, from the head of the canon through Lake Marsh and to 
Tagish Lake would offer no difficulties, while the tranquil character of 
the connecting river between the two lakes last mentioned, is such as 
to practically render Lake Marsh the lower portion of an extensive 
system of still-water navigation which includes not only Tagish Ln.ke 
but also Lake Nares, Lake Bennett and possibly other connected waters 
and which will prove of the greatest utility at. no distant date in faci
lit.ating the opening up and development of the mineral resources of 
the tract of country in their vicinity. 

The through distance, from the lower end of Lake Marsh to the 
head of Lake Bennett, measured along the central line of the various 

* 1887 being the year of Her Majesty's jubilee. 
t So named in honour of the late H on. Thos. White, to whose initiative the despatch 

of the expedition to which this report refers was largely clue. 
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lakes and connecting waters, is about seventy miles, ma.de up as 
follows.-

Marsh Lake ... . 
River .... 
Tagish Lake .. 
Lake Nares ...... ......... . 
Bennett L:i.ke .. 

Total .... 

20 miles. 
:) 

JO·G " 
2 ·7 " 

25"8 " 

70·1 

The still-water navigation, however, includes also the West Arm of 
Bennett Lake, about twelve miles ; Windy Arm of Tagish Lake, eleven 
miles; Tako Arm of same lake, (of which some notes are given below) 
at lea8t twenty miles ; making a grand total of at least one hundred 
~nd thirteen miles. 

Taken as a whole, these lakes constitute a singularly picturesque Scenery. 
region, abounding in striking points of view and in landscapes pleasing · 
in their variety, or grand and impressive in their combination of 
ru gged mountain forms. 

The elevation of this remarkable system of lakes above the level of Height above 
h · 1 t · d b th f b · ] sea-level t e sea, as approxnnate y ascer arne y e mean o a out e1g 1teen · 

barometric observations extending over severnl days, (all t::tken in 
triplicate on as many different ~neroids,) is 2150 feet. The mean of 
the barometer readings was compared with that of those taken during 
the same days at Haines' mission, on Lynn Canal, and the resulting 
height as above give.n, is probably a near approach to the truth. 

The inner or north-eastern edge of the Coast Ranges is not here Position 
very well defined, but Tagish and Bennett lakes, with their several relatively to 

l d 'b d 1 · 1 · b d d . Coast Ranges. arms, may Je escn e as yrng upon t us or er an as m part pene-
trating the outskirts of the range. The lower part of Tagish Lake 
occupies the continuation of the same wide valley in. which Lake 
Marsh lies, and the valley of the Tako Arm may also be included as a 
part of the same depression. To the west of this, the upper part of 
Tagish Lake and Bennett Lake must be considered as lying among the 
mountains of the Coast Ranges, and the height as well as the abrupt 
and rugged character of the mountains increase in that direction, their 
slopes and summits holding large areas of permanent snow, even late 
in the summer. 

The lower part of Tagish Lake is very generally bordered by terrace- Connection of 
flats or by low land of the nature of terraces, and the valley runs the lakes. 
through to the lower end of Bennett Lake, with a nearly uniform 
width, as measured between the bases of the mountains, though the 
lake is somewhat constricted between Tako and Windy arms by the 
extension of th~ low land from the north side. A similar projection 



.Arms of the 
lakes. 

l..Jlimate and 
vegetation. 

166 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 

of low alluvial land separates Lake Nares from the west end of Tagish 
Lake, a river-like current being distinctly observable in the narrows. 
The same occurs at the narrows known as the Caribou Crossing which 
separates Nares from Bennett Lake, but here with the addition of a 
number of irregular sand-hills, with which the low land in question is 
covered, and which also extend round a considerable part of the north 
end of Bennett Lake. 

The Windy Arm of Tagish Lake, together with the upper part of 
Bennett Lake and its West Arm are comparatively narl'Ow mountain
walled inlets, with all the characters of true fiords. The Windy Arm 
terminates in low, hilly iand, from which a couple of small brooks 
come, but no important stream; and it would appear that the drainage 
which might be expected to enter here is cut off by a transverse valley 
which holds a lake and flows out towards the Tako Arm. 

The West A:i;m of Bennett Lake was not explored to the head, but 
terminates in a mass of wild, rugged and bare mountains, of which the 
outline sketch given on the opposite page may give some idea. The 
upper part of the main lake lies, as a narrow water-way, between beetling 
granite ranges which rise almost perpendicularly to heights of 3000 
and 4000 feet above it. Many of the summits beyond the heads of 
these fiords and in the vicinity, attain heights of 6000 to 7000 feet 
above the sea, and the region is in every sense an alpine one, though 
no dominating peaks of great altiLude occur. 

In consequence of the position of this country, in the lee of the higher 
crests of the Coast Ranges, and notwithstanding its considerable 
altitude, the climate appears to be equally dry with that met with 
about the side of old Fort Selkirk, and no very striking difference 
is observed in the character of the veget,.tion. The southward
facing slopes of some of the mountains, t.o a height of a thousand 
feet or more above the lake, are grassy and open, a circumstance 
particularly observable on the north side of the west part of Tagish 
Lake and on Lake Nares. The .Amelanchie1· was seen on the lower part 
of Tagish Lake, this being the most northern station observed, and 
.Anemone patens continues abundant, locally. Somewhat more alpine 
conditions are, however, indicated by the occurrence of Picea subalpina, 
which was noted as abundant at the water-level on Windy Arm, and on 
the upper part of Bennett Lake forms entire groves, growing to a con
siderable diameter, but tapering rapidly and very rough and knotty. 
Several places were, however, noticed where miners had built boats on 
Bennett Lake, and it was here that Mr. Ogilvie constructed a large 
scow for the transport of his provisions and bulky freight down the 
river. 
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The Tako Arm, which has already been alluded to, really constitutes 
the main continuation and upper part of Tagish Lake. It is natTuweu 
at its entrance to a width little exceeding a mile, by a promontory 
from its west side, but further on, maintains pretty uniformly, for ten 
miles or more, a width of a mile and a-half to two miles. It is bordered 
on the west by a uniform, bare and wall-like range of limestone moun
tains, between which and t.he edge of the lake, however, a cerrn.in width 
of lower slopes intervenes. The east side is similarly bordered Ly 
mounta.ins which also appeiir to be in the main composed of limestone, 
but the forms of the'e were not so well seen, as they were continuously 
covered by clouds and mists while we were near them. This arm was 
not explored and with its connected wa,tcrs yet remn.ins to be properly 
delineated on the map. It runs in a south-eastward direction for a 
distance estimated at ten miles, beyond which it turns more nearly 
south, and its length and other features connected with it can only be 
given on the authority of Inclin.n reports and sketches. A ·long way up 
this arm, possibly twenty miles or more, a considerable river enters 
from the east. This is the main continuation of the Lewes and is re
ported to be a tranquil stream of no great length, resembling that 
between l\Iarsh and Tagish lakes. It flows out of the west side of an
other very long lake which lies nearly paralle~ to Tako Arm. Thii; 
liLke, near its south end, receives several feedei·s, one of which, entering 
at its extrewity,' I suppose to be the Hotilinqu Ri ,·er ofthe Telegraph 
Survey, already mentioned,* though the Tagi~h Indians informed me 
they named it Yil-hI-nI It is probably the south end of this lake 
which was reached by Byrnes in 18G7, and its connection with the 
Tako Arm and the remarkable system of lakes just clcscribecl, would 
explain the statement made to Byrnes by the Indians, viz., that it was 
three days' good paddling in a canoe to the lower end of the lake. The 
length of the po,:tage from the hend of this lake to the Indian houses on 
the Taku w:is variously stated by Indians at from two to four days. 
The trail is said to be good, and to run through low country except at 
one place where it follow;i along the mountain to a,void swampy land. 
The name of this lake was given by one Tagish Indian as A-tlin, by 
another as Ta-koo-shok and again Sik-1-nI-kwan, the last being said to 
be the Taku Indian name. The first-mentioned name is adopted on 

the map. 
It is certain that the greater part of the water constituting the 

Lewes River enters by the Tako Arm. This is rendered apparent in 
comparing the stream which flows out of Tagish Lake with that enter
ing it by the narrows from Lake Nares, where the discharge is prob
ably not much over one-fourth of the volume of that of Tagish Lake. 

*[A supposition now known to be incorrect. See foot note page 141.] 
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The brooks entering Tagish Lake ( exclusive of Tako arm ) are quite 
insignificant. 

The Indian name of the lake here named Tagish Lake is Tti-gish-ai Names of the 

(Taglscha of Krnu),e). It is commonly known by the miners as Tako lakes. 

Lake, and Schwatka adopts this name on his map. It appears, how-
ever, admissible to revert to the proper Indian pronunciation of the 
n;ime, as i~ here done. I am obliged, by the fac:ts of the case, to in-
clude Dove Lake, of Schwatka, as part of T<tgi::ih Lake, but in order to 
prcser\'e the name, propose to attach it to the large island in the mouth 
of ·windy Arm. Lake Nares is known to the miners as "Moose Lake," 
Lake Bennelt as "Boat Lake." In these cases, though not without 
some doubt as to the propriety of so doing, I retain Scbwatka's later 
names. The Tagish Indian name of Lake Bennett is Koo-~oo-wa'. It is 
the East Kussooii. Lake, of Krause. Its west nrm is called N oo-koo-
ta.hk. The name of the island on Bennett Lttke is Ketle-di-kii'-te. I did 
not ascertain the Indian name of Lake Nares. The islands on Tagish 
Lake, of which Bove Tsland is one, are named In-te'-i. 

It will be observed, on comparing Lieut. Schwtitka's map with that Observations 
. by Schwatka. 

now published, that he names the west arm of Bennett Lake (though 
m~arly two miles wide at the mouth) """Wheaton H.iver." To the river 
which enters near this arm from a valley parallel Lo the Watson 
valley, I propose to apply this name. In the ~ame way, \Yindy Arm 
iN put down as "Bove Bay and probably river," and the great Tako 
Arm is shown as "Tako River,'' and described as a stream of inconsi-
derable dimensions. I ClLn offer no reasonable explanation of these 
e rrors. 

Geology of the Lakes. 

The eastern edge of the granitic rocks of the Coast Ranges, is found 
to cross Dennett Lake obliquely, and probably runs northward along GPneral 

Tl cl character of 
the 'Vheaton valley. ie rocks expose on the lakes to the east of the rocks. 

this line, may be described as belonging, in so far as ascertained, to 
a single great Pal::eozoic series, of which the subdivision cannot yet be 
attempted, but in which the only fossils found by us are of Carboni-
ferous age. It is the same to which the older rocks on the Lewes 
belong, and closely re>sembles, both lithologically and in its fossils, the 
typical area of the Cache Creek series on the Thompson imd Fra~er. 
The series, as a whole, here consists of massive limestones, with a great 
thickness of green and green-gray diabase and felsite rocks, representing 
altered volcanic materials, and dark or light-coloured cherty quartzites 
and argillaceous or calcareous schists. The order of superposition is 
uncertain, but the limestones appeared probably to constitute an upper 
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member of the series, ancl to be closely associated with the more im
portant masses of contemporaneous volcanic material, while the cherty 
quartzites and schistose or slaty beds may follow respectively in 
descending order beneath the limestone. Volcanic materials are, 
however, found in greater or le8S quant-ity in all parts of the series. 

Black argillaceous schists and gray, silvery calc.schists, were fonncl 
on the east side of Tagish Lake, between the lower encl ancl the en
trance of Tako Arm, and again at the head of Windy Arm, in consi
derable force. At the latter place, the argillite is finely cleaved, 
forming a true slate. It contains quartzite pebbles, which have been 
renrnrlmbly she<Lrecl by pressure acting at right angles to the cleavage
planes and doubtless the same which has produced these. The great 
mass of limestone occurs in the ranges bordering Tako Arm 011 both 
side~ and in the mountains between this arm and vVi!lCly Arm. It is 
generally in the state of marble, and usually rather fine-grained, many 
specimens being very handsomely and curiously marked with gray and 
black lines or spols. Some beds contain a good deal of silica, and 
weather rough, occaf'ional byers are more tlrnn half composed of 
cherty matter. Numerous crinoidal remains are often visible, and a 
microscopical examination of thin sections, prepared by Mr. T. C. 
Weston, proves some parts of the stone to be largely composed of the 
remains of Fusulina. * 

To the west of this great limestone belt and between it and the edge 
~;lt~~~?c rocks of the granites, most of the rocks consist of altereJ volcanic materials, 

as previously described. f:lome distinct aruygdaloids were observed 
among these, but no minute lithological examination of them has been 
made. 

Edge of 
grnuites. 

The eastern edge of the granites is reached at about ten miles up 
Bennett Lake, on the east side. Granites continue thence, on the s·1111e 
side, for about five miles and a-half; when they are replaced for five 
miles by an included belt of stratified rocks, chiefly quartziles, but 
including also some hornblendic schists. This belt crosses the lake 
very obliquely in a nearly north-and-south bearing, and appears to re
present a detached portion, more highly altered, of the Palreozoic rocks 
before cl escri bed. 

*The Fuslllince found here are often remarkably large. The largest actually obser
ved in the few slides prepared for microscopical examination has a transverse diameter 
of 0·25 inch. Fragments occurring in the ~ame 8lides, however, indicate the existence 
of much larger individuals. Nu critical ex[Lmination of these fos ils has yet been 
made, but they apµ0ar referable to Fusulina •·obustct, Meek, found in Calif01nia. 
Palreontology of California. Vol. I., p. 3. 
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The quartzites are here much shattered and pyritized, weathering to 
rusty surfaces and causing the red appearance of some of the moun
tains. The same rocks were seen from a distance in the mountains to 
the west of the lake, but the greater part of the mountains on the west 
side is evidently granite. 

The granites seen along the shores of Bennett Lake are generally Ohai:a..cter of 

rather coarse-grained and hornblendic, though an abuncbncc of black grnmtes. 

mica is also developed in some places. The felspar is not uncommonly 
of two kinds, a pink (probably orthoclase) which is often in large por-
phyritic crystal,, and <i white triclinic variety. The general tint of 
the rock is gray, and it closely resembl'ls those described from the 
vicinity of Vancouver Island in the Annual Report for 1896. No 
gneissic structure was observed, and the micaceous a.nd hornbl endic 
schists locally developed at the junction with the stratified series, are 
no doubt the result of the extreme alteration of volcanic portions of 
that series. 

Glaciation was observed in many places in this system of lakes. It Glaciation. 

is unnecessary to specify these, but it may be sta.tcd that conclusfre 
evidence is afforded that gbcier-ice ~oved north ward, down Tako 
Arm, Windy Arm and Bennett Lake, as well as eaHtwarcl, nctLr!y at 
right angles, in the east-and-west part of the lake Letween \Vindy u.nd 
Tako arms. This eastward motion was, however, probt1bly subordinate 
and local, for no great number of granite boulders is founcl about the 
lakes till the lower end of Bennett Lake is reached, a circumstance which 
shows that the main mass of ice passing down the Bennett Lake valley 
continued on to the north by the Watson velley. Well markC'd and 
extensive terrace deposits occur on the mountains on the north side of 
Tagish Lake, at an elevation estimated at 1000 feet above it, or about 
3100 feet above the sea-level. 

A glance at the map will show that the lakes of this system occupy Valleys of 

a portion only of a still more extensiYe system of wide valleys, which the lakes. 

are probably of great antiquity, and the pre-glacial direction of drain-
age in some of which can only be conjectured. All these Yalleys 
are now, to a great extrr.t, filled with detrital deposits, probably due 
for the most part to the glacial period. No appreciable deepening of 
drainage levels is going on, and the action at present in progress is 
constantly tending toward the filling up of the lake-basins. It may 
be presumed, here as elsewhere, that the Jakes of this region now 
occupy the place of the last tongues of the great glacier, which in the 
end disappeared so rapidly that their beds had not time to become 
filled with detritus. 
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Lake Lindeman, occupies the continuation of the same valley in 
which Lake Bennett lies, but is separated from that lake by a small 
rapid stream, three-quarters of a mile in length. This stream falls 
about twenty feet between the two lakes and is rough and rocky. The 
portage is on the east side, and after carrying the greater part of our 
stuff overland, no difficulty was experienced in bringing the boat up the 
rapids. Lake Lindeman (Ti-tshoo-tah-min' of the Tagish Indians 
Schiitliichroa Lake of Krause) is five miles in total length, with an 
average width of about half a mile. It is the extreme head of naviga
tion in this direction. The lower end is shallow, and the occurrence 
there of many large boulders, may show that it is moraine-dammed. 
Its shores are rough and rocky along both sides, high rough mountains 
rising on its north bank, while lower country, consisting of rocky hills, 
extends to the south-eastward,· as far as the White Pass. A stream joins 
the head of the lake from the west, in which direction the main valley 
runs, but bifurcates at a distance of about three miles, the branches 
running off among high granite mounlains. A second stream of some 
size, which shows evidence of beiug a formidable torrent at certain sea
sons, flows into the lake about a mile from its head, on the south side. 
It is the valley of this stream that is followed by the trail by which 
the Coast Mountains are crossed. The scenery about this lake is wild 
and fine, though solitary and alpine in the extreme. The rocks every
where about the lake are granites of the kind just described. 

As a number of miners had preceded us, on their way to the coast, 
we found several boats draw11 up on the shore at the mouth of the 
stream above mentioned. We were also so fortunate as to find a small 
party of Tagish Indians campr d there, but as most of the men had 
already gone over the portage with some of the miners, we were obliged 
to wait two days for their rnturn, before we could obtain thP. requisite as
sistance to carry over our stuff. Meanwhile we put our boat in a place of 
security, and occupied ourselves in eliminating everyt.hing which was 
no longer of value from our "outfit." 

GENERAL NOTES ON LEWES RIVER. 

The total length of the route by the Lewes River from "the Land
ing" on Lake Lindeman to the site of Fort Selkirk is 357 miles. From 
the outlet of Lake Labarge, to the same point, is a distance of 200 
miles, in which the total descent is 595 feet, or at the rate of 2·97 feet 

to the mile. 
The information obtained respecting the date of opening and 

closing of the river in spring and autumn is very fragmentary. It 
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would appear, however, that the rivers generally throughout the region 
open early in ;\fay, while they may be expected to freeze over, in slack
water reaches, any time after the middle of Octoher, on the occurrence 
of a few consecutive days of hard frost. Loose ice sometimes begins to 
run in the rivers as early as September 20th, but this generally pre
cedes the actual closing of the rivers by a couple of weeks. In some 
seasons t he rivers do not freeze over till well on in November. The 
ice, however, remains much longer unbroken upon the lakes, the lakes 
on the course of the Lewes thus generally preventing the descent of 
that river by Loats till June. In 1887, some of the lakes were not 
open for navigation till June lOth, but as already mentioned the sea
son was an unusually late one. The Tes-lin-too could be crossed in 
places on ice-j;uns as late as May ~2nd in the same year, but was open 
throughout within a day or two after that date. 

Miners entering the Yukon district by the Chilkoot Pass and Lewes Tmvel on the 
River, frequently leave the head of Lynn Canal in Apr.ii, and after river. 

crossing the pass,-for which tine weather is essenlial,-continue on 
down the lakes on the ice, and then, if necessary, wait at some con-
venient point fo,· the opening of navigation, and build their boats. 

In ascending the river, much depends on the build of the Loat em
ployed and skill of the men in poling, aa well as on the occurrence, or 
otherwise, of head-winds on the lakes. The whole dish.Lnce from Forty
mile Creek to Lake Lindeman has been made once or twice in so short 
a time as thirty clays, and I believe that even this record has been sur
passed by a couple of days on one occasion, but under very exceptional 
circumstances. 

Our actual travelling time, from the mout\1 of the Lewes to the ~ravelling 
lower end of Lake Labarge, deducting all stoppages, wa!:\ 121 hours 15 time. 

minutes. From the head of Lake Labarge to the lower end of L,drn 
J\forsh, deducting stoppages as before, and not including the Lime 
occupied on the porLages (at \Vhite Hor8e Rapid and Miles Canon) 25 
hours 55 minutes. Much, however, depends on the stage of water in 
the ri 1 er, as when it is unusually bi~h, the current is not only stronger 
but many of the ba,rs and beaches are covered, and the poling and 
teacking is much worse. The time occupied in traversing the lakes is 
not included in the above statement. 

Timber suit>tble for building boats can scarcely be found in the Timber. 

vicinity of Lake Lindeman, but no difficulty is met with in obtaining 
trees of fair size on Bennett and Tagish lakes. Below these lakes, the 
country is generally wooded, and there is an abundance of spruce of fair 
quality, growing tall and strnight in sheltered localities, but seldom 
attaining a diameter of two feet. 
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CHILKOOT OR TAIYA PASS.* 

On the 19th of September we set out with four Indian packers, 
crossed the summit, and reached a point in the valley of the west slope 
near what is known as "Sheep Camp," the same evening. On the even
ing of the 20th we arrived at the head of tide-water on Taiya Inlet, and 
were hospitably received by Mr. J. Healey, who has established himself 
at that point for pu rpo~es of trade with the Indians and miners. We 
had at this time ,iust completed our fourth month of arduous and inces
sant travel from Wrangell, at the mouth of the Stikine River, by the 
rivers, lakes and portages of the interior described in the foregoing 
pages, the total distance traversed being about 1322 miles. No serious 
accidents had befallen us ·by the way, and though, like the miners, we 
came back to the coast with a deplorably ragged and uncouth aspect, 
we had with us, intact, our collections, instruments, survey-records and 
notes. It was not the least pleasing moment of the entire journey when, 
from a distance of some miles, we first caught sight of the sea shining 
like a plate of beaten bronze under the rays of the evening sun. 

The length of the mountain portage from Lake Lindeman to Healey's 
house, is twenty-three miles and a-half, the summit of the pass being 
at a distance of eight miles and a-half from Lake Lindeman, with an 
elevation of 350'.l feet. 

The valley on the north or inland side of the summit contains several 
little lakes which are evidently true rock-basins, with lumpy bottoms 
and irregular contours. The trail is rough and crooked, and entirely 
without attempt at improvement of any kind. It follows the stream in 
one place, for about a mile, through a narrow rocky defile, which has 
evidently been cut out since the glacial period. Where it crosses wide 
areas of shattered rocks, it requires the closest attention to follow it, 
and this can only be clone, in the absence of guides, by noting the slight
ly soiled appearance of the gray stones from one to another of which 
the Indians step. Some of the valleys to the north of the summit, and 
near it, are deeply filled with perennial snow, over which the trail runs 
by preference, to avoid the rocky slopes. The small lakes highest in the 
pass were, at the time we crossed, about two-thirds covered with new 
ice, which showed little sign of melting, even under the bright sun 
which prevailed. Hard frosts were evidently occurring here in the 
mountains eYery night at this season. 

From seven to eight miles of the highest part of the pass may be 
<;aid to be entirely destitute of timber, even of a stunted growth such as 

*Known as Chilkoot Pass by the miners, name<l Perrier Pass by Schwatka. (1883) 
Dejah Pass of Krause (1882) of which Taiya is merely an alternative rendering adopted 
fnr the sake of conformity with published charts. 
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might be used for fire-wood. The nature of the ground is, however, so 
rocky that it does not afford a proper criterion of the normal height of 
the timber-line. 

At the actual summit, the trail leads through a narrow, rocky gap, Summit. 

and the whole scene is one of the most complete desolat,ion, the naked 
granite rocks rising steeply to partly snow-clad mountains on either 
side. The slope of the pass on the north side is rather gradual, and 
the total ascent from the lake not very great, being hut 1334 feet. 
To the south, on the contrary, it is at first abrupt aml even precipitous, South slope. 

being accomplished over huge masses of fallen rock, which alternate 
here and there with steep, slippery surfaces of rock in place ; but the 
travelling here is after all not so bad as that met with lower down the 
valley, where the trail goes through the woods along the steep, rocky and 
often boggy hillside, leading up and down the sides of several deep, 
narrow gullies. Two small detached glaciers occupy hollows in the slope 
of the mountains on the west side of this valley, and from these a con-
siderable part of the water of the strenm is deriYed. The "Stone 
house," or stone houses, and "Sheep camp" are points noted in this part 
of the pass, the first consisting of several natural though inconvenient 
shelters, beneath great masses of rock which have rolled down from the 
mountain, where the Indians often stop over night ; the second being 
the point where arboreal vegetation of fair growth first begins. 

At six miles from the head of the inlet, the stream followed down The Forks. 

from the summit is joined by another which has been dignified by the 
name of the Nourse River. A short distance up the valley of the hitter, 
are somewhat extensive glaciers and high snow-covered mountains. 
:Both the valley of this stream 11nd that coming from the pass, are 
narrow and V -shaped, but from their point of junction, a wide flat
bottomed valley runs due south between high mountain walls and is 
continued further on in that occupied by the inlet itself. This valley 
is largely floored by gravel-flats and is evidently subjected at times t0 

heavy floods. The little river formed by the confluence of these Taiya River. 

streams may be ascended with difficulty by canoes, for some miles, 
when the water is not low, but at the time we passed this was scarcely 
practicable. It is, however, easy to walk along the gravel-flats, the 
only discomfort being the necessity of fording the ice-cold and very 
swift water several times en route. 

In the early summer, when the valleys on both sides of the summit Spring travel. 

are deeply :filled with hard snow for a number of miles, the Indians 
secure 'a less abrupt grade (particularly on the south slope) by travell-
ing on the snow and altogether avoiding the rough sides of the valley. 
This was the state of the pass when Mr. Ogilvie made his way inland 

, 
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over it in June. His greatest difficulty was found in connection with 
the Indians, who are untrustworthy and extortionat.e to a degree. Ile 
and his men were in consequence obligrid to pack over a great part of 
their stuff themselves, and in so doing most of the party became snow
blind. He had with him two Peterborough boats, intended for use in 
his survey, and in safely transporting them across the Coast Ranges, 
accomplished a feat hitherto not attempted. 

Rocks. The rocks met with on the Ohilkoot Pass are practically all granites, 
generally hornblendic and gray, though vu.rying in coarseness of grain, 
and often porphyritic with pink orthoclase. The granite is cut in 
places by du.rk gray-green dykes, probably diabase. Near the a.ctual 
summit, it assumes a brecciated or shattered appearn,nce, and here a 
considerable mass of coarse, black, and probably intrusiYe diorite 
occurs. In the valley south of the summit similar granites prevail, but 
in some places include rocks with pretty evident gneissic lamination, 
which were observed locally to pass into mica-schists. The gravel in 
the valley is also almost entirely composed of gray granite, though 
some specimens weather red on account of the quantity of pyrites they 
contain. Below the Forks, on the east side of the valley, the summits of 
several mountains show rocks evidently stratified, dipping at high 
angles. These are probably gneiss or schist, like those seen in the valley 
of the pass. 

Glaciation. Many rock-surfaces on both sides of the summit and up to the 
highest level of the pass were observed to be glaciated, and though no 
very cert.ain evidence on this point could be obtained, it seemed prob
able that the ice had movrid southward through the gap at the summit. 
The probable great accumulation of snow and ice on the north slope of 
the range might account for t.lrn parting-axis of the glacier lying to the 
north of the present actual water-parting. 

Veget11tion. Scrubby hemlock (1'suga Pattoniana) in a prostrate form occurs not 
far below thA actual summit on both slopes. Below the "Stone house " 
this tree begins to become arboreal, and a few miles further down the 
valley, grows tall and straight, forming entire groves. Menzies spruce 
( Abies Sitchensis) also appears, a short distance below "Sheep camp," 
together with cottonwood (probably Populus balsamifera). Here also 
elder and birch were first seen on the south slope. The devil's club 
( Fatsia horrida) comes in about a mile above "Sheep camp." Pinus 
contorta was not seen till the Forks was reached. 

Indian names. The" Stone house" is named Te-hit by the Indians. The Indian name 
of the Taiya River of the maps, is Dale'. Nourse River is named Kit
li-koo-goo-a', the stream followed southward from the summit of the 
pass Si-tik'. These rivers are named Katlakuchra and Ssidrajik, re
spectively, on the map of Dr. A. Krause. 
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THE WmTE PAss. 

Having heard reports of the existence of a second pass from Taiya Character of 
Inlet to the lakes on the head-waters of the Lewes, Mr. Ogilvie sent the pass. 
Capt. W. Moore to make an examination of it, with instructions to re-
join the party to the east of the mountains. This pass Mr. Ogilvie has 
named White Pass in honour of the late Minister of.the Interior. It 
leaves the coast at the mouth of the Shkagway River* five miles 
south of the head of Taiya Inlet, and runs parallel to Chilkoot Pass at 
no great distance from it. Though the land carriage is somewhat 
longer by this paRs, it appears to present less difficulty to the construc-
tion of a practicable trail or road. Some account of this pass, based on 
Capt. Moore's notes, is given in Mr. Ogilvie's preliminary report, t and 
additional particulars have since been obtained by correspondence with 
Capt. l\Ioore. The diRtance from the coast to _the summit is stated as 
seventeen miles, of which the first five miles is level bottom-land, 
thickly timbered. The next nine miles is in a canon-like valley where 
heavy work would be encountered in constructing a trail. The remain-
ing distance of three miles, to the summit, is comparatively easy. The 
altitude of the summit is roughly estimated at 2600 feet. Beyond the 
summit a wide valley is entered and the descent to the first little lake 
is said to be not more than one hundred feet. The mountains rapidly 
decrease in height and abruptness after the summit is passed, and 
the valley bifurcates, one branch leading to the head of Windy Arm of 
Tagish Lake, the other (down which the water drains) going to Tako 
Arm of the same lake. 

The Chilkat Pass has alre11dy been noticed. There is still another Other routes. 
route int;o the interior, which the Indians occasionally employ in 
winter when the travelling is good over the snow. This leaves the 
Nourse or west branch of the Taiya and runs west of the Chilkoot Pass 
to the head of Lake Lindeman. 

EXPLORATION AND PROSPEC'l'ING ON TIIE LEWES, AND GOLD MINING 

IN '£IIE UPPER YUKON BASIN. 

The discovery and naming of the Lewes River by Campbell has Various·maps. 
already been referred to, but the information respecting the river 
obtained hy the ofiicers of the Hudson's Bay Company during their 
short occupancy of Fort Selkirk, as embodied on Arrowsmith's map of 

*So named on chart in U. S. Coast Pilot, Schkague River of Krause. 
'f Annual Report of the Department of the Interior, 1887. Part ii, p. 64. See also 

Report by Moore to Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works of British Columbia, 
dated Apt·il 25th, 1888. 

1~ 
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1854, was very incomplete, consisting merely of the fact that it divided 
into two main streams when followed up, and that large lakes existed on 
these. A considerable improvement is found in the delineation of the 
river on the map accompanying Dall's work on Alaska, (1870-) in which 
information collected by the explorers of the Telegraph Survey is em
bodied, but the Lewes is there still merely outlined from report, and 
no approach to a reasonably correct map of its course existed up to the 
date of Schwatka's expedition in 1883. The first map of the Chilkoot 
and Chilkat passes and their vicinity is due, as mentioned further on, 
to Dr. A. Krause. 

The passes connecting the coast with the interior country, from the 
heads of Lynn Canal to the upper waters of the Lewes, were always 
foalously guarded by the Cbilkat and Chilkoot Indians of the coast, 
who carried on a lucrative trade with the interior or "Stick" Indians, and 
heltl these people in a species of subjection. Though the existence of 
these routes to the interior was known to the traders and prospectors, 
the hostility of the Chilkats and Chilkoots to the passage of whites 
long prevented their exploration. 

In the Alaska Coast Pilot (1883, p. 278) it is stated on the authority 
of Captain J. C. Carroll, that the first transit of the Lewes River and 
Chilkoot Pass, by a white man, was accomplished in 1864 or 1865 
by an employee of the Hudson's Bay Company, who started from Fort 
Selkirk and was delivered by the Chilkoot Indians to Captain Swan
son, then in command of one of the 0 Jmpany's steamers. This story 
is repeated and amplified in a work by Miss E. R. Scidmore, where the 
ad venturer is designated as "a red·headed Scotch man" who "forced his 
way alone through the unknown territory to Chilkoot Inlet."* 

I have endeavoured to verify this tale, but quite unsuccessfully, and 
while it is possible that some deserter from the Company's posts in 
the interior may thus have reached the coast, it is more probable that 
the story is entirely apochryphal. Inquiry made on the ground alllong 
the miners and others fail to substantiate it. Fort Selkirk had been 
in ruins for twelve years at the date referred to, and officers of the 
Hudson's Bay Company who were on the coast at the time do not be
lieve in its authenticity. It may, however, ~ot improbably have grown 
out of the circumstance that a gun and some other articles which bad 
belonged to Campbell's people at Fort Selkirk were, shortly after the 
raid upon that post, obtained from the Coast Indians by se1:vants of 
the Company. 

I have been able to find no reference to the discovery of gold in any 
part of the Yukon waters earlier than that given by Mr. F. Whymper, 

* Alaskn, its Southern Coast and the Sitkar. Archipelago, Boston, 1885. 

I 
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who writes in 1869 : "It is worthy of mention that minute specks of 
gold have been found by some of the Hudson's Bay Company's men 
in the Yukon, but not in quantities to warrant a rush to the 
locality."* 

The first white man who crossed from the coast to the head-waters Holt. 

of the Lewes appears probably to have been one George H,pltt, who 
did so with the object of prospecting the country. t 

The date of Holt's journey was, I believe, 1878. He was accom
panied by one or more Indians, and crossed by the Chilkoot or by 
the \Vhite Pass to the head of the Lewes. He followed the river down 
to the lower end of Lake Marsh and walked over the Indian trail 
thence to the Tes-lin-too, returning to the coast again by the same 
route. On ltis return, he reported the discovery of "coarse gold,'' but 
none of the miners who afterwards prospected the region mentioned, 
have been able to confirm his statement in this particular. In the 
Alirnka Coast Pilot the date of Holt's journey is given as 1875, and 
in the addendum to the same work as 1872 §in Mrs. Scidmore's book, 
already quoted, as 1872 or 1884." The date and route above asRigned 
to Holt are, however, probably correct, being the result of inquiry 
among miners who knew him, followed his route through the country, 
and came in contact with the Indians whom be had met. 

Some years later, in 1880, a prospecting party of nineteen men was 
organized at Sitka under the leadership of one Ed ward Bean. Amicable 
relations were established with the Chilkats and Chilkoots through the First pros

kind offices of Capt. Beardslee, U.S.N., and the Chilkoot Pass was fss5'.ng pai·ty, 

cro::;sed to L1'ke Lindeman. The party had, by this time, increased to 
twenty-five in number.** Boats were built on Lake Lindeman, and on 
the 4th of July the prospectors set out down stream. The Tes-Jin-too 
was reached and was [assumed to be the Hotilinqu of Byrnes (p. 168).J 
Before returning, the Tes-lin-too was ascended and prospected for 

* Trnvels in Alaska and on the Yukon. London, 1869, p. 227. 
t Afterwards rnnrdered by Indians at Cook's Inlet in ·1885. Shores and Alps of 

Alaska, H . \V. Seton Karr, London, 1887. 
+ U. S. Coast Pilot, Alaska, 1883, pp. 200, 278. 
§Other extraordinary journeys assigned to Holt in Miss Scidmore's book are, accord

ing to the miners, "Jtogetll!'r incorrect. Holt appears to be a romancer with consider
able inventive powers, but it is possible that he made more than one journey. rn 
May, 1878, MesRrs. Bath Bros., uf Victoria, and Mr. Bean, of California, s~t out to 
crOHS by the Chilcoot Pass for the purpose of prospecting, but were not allowed to go 
inland by the Indians. Morris, Report upon the Customs District, etc., of Alaska, 
187!), p. 97. 

**It had increased to twenty ehortly after leaving Sitka. See Report by Capt. 
BearclRlee, 47th CongreR", lst Ses,ion, Senate Ex. Doc. No. 71, p. G5. In the same 
report, tlw names of the nineteen original members of the party are given and some 
account of it• organizMion, etc. 

1:2~ 
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some distnnce. From George Langtry, who was a member of the 
original party, and R. Steel, who joined it htel', the facts, as abo\·e 
given, are deri1·ed.* No encouraging "prospects" were met with at 
this time, though Steel states that he fou11<l bars yielding at tlie rate 
of $2.50 n day in a small stream which joins the Lewes fifteen miles 
above tl'ljl canon. 

This large party was closely followed by two miners known as 
Johnny Mackenzie and "Slim Jim,'' who reached Lake Lindeman on 
July 3rd. It is possible that other parties as well may have entered 
the country in this year, but if so I have been unable to trace il1em. 

In 1881, a party of four miners, including G. Langtry and P. :\Ic
Glinchey again crossed the Chilkoot Pass. These men got a.s far as the 
Big Salmon River, which they called the Iyon, by which name it· is 
marked on the U.S. Coast Survey map of 1884. They ascended the Dig 
Salmon, according to their estimate, about 200 miles, finding a little 
gold all along its course and meeting with some remunerative rivl'r
bars. This may be characterized as the first discovery of paying placers 
in the district. According to the U. S. Coast Pilot, already quoted, 
some account of this expedition is given in the New York Herald, of 
Sept. 2lst, 1881, to which I have been unable to refer. 

In 1882, a number of miners entered the Yukon country by the Chil
koot Pass, and probably during this season, but certainly not before, t 
two prospecting parties ascended the Pelly to Roole Canon and some 
of the men appear to have even gone some distance further up. t 

Dr. Arthur Krause, engaged in an expedition on behalf of the Bre
men Geographical Society, in l\Iay and June, 1882, made an explora
tion of the Cl1ilkoot and Ohilkat pa~ses, reaching Lake Lindeman and 
the s:mrces of the Tahk-heena lTa-hi-ni] IUver respectively. His work 
is embodied in maps published by the Bremen and Berlin Geographical 
Societies, and it is worthy of special note on account of its conscien
tious accuracy.§ 

*The account of the further wanderings of the party given in the Coast Pilot, 
Ala8kn (1883), p. 278 is incorrect. 

t According to the miners who were in the country at the time, the statements 
which have been published of earlier prospecting along the Upper Pelly are erroneous. 

+Through the kindness of J\lr. lTrnn~ois :Mercier, I have oLtained from Mr. D. 
Bertrand, who was a member of one ol the parties above referred to, the names of the 
men composing both, as follows: Thomas Boswell, John Dougan, Robert Robertson, 
D . Bertrand, Frank Densmore, John Riley, P. Cloudrnnn, Robert Fox, Thomas 
Curney. The date, as above given, is from Mr. Bertrand. Mr. Boswell, whom we 
met on the L ewes in 1887, was understood to say th~it he had been prospecting up the 
Pelly in 1884or1885, but this statement probably referred to a subsequent exped ition. 

§Deutsche Ueographische Blatter Bd. V H eft. 4, 1882. Zeitschr. des Ges. fiir Erdk. 
zu Berlin Bd. XVIII, 1883. 
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In 1883, some mining was again in progress but details respecting Schwatka's 

it have not. been obtained. It was in this year that Lieut. Schwatka journey. 

crossed the Chilkoot Pass and descended the Lewes and Yukon to t.he 
sea.t In 1884, a little mining was done on the Pelly and on the Tes-
lin-too, and possibly also on the Lewes. In 1885, mining was begun 
along the Stewart River, and in the following year, the greater part of 
the mining population was enimged on that river. Cassiar Bar on the 
Lewes, twenty.seven miles below the Tes-lin-too, was discovered in the 
spring of 1886, and actively worked during the same summer. 

Late in the autumn of 1886, "coarse gold" was found on Forty-mile Gold found on 

Creek (Cone-hill River of Schwatka) still further down the main river F
0
•orty-mile 
reek. 

than the Stewart, and the announcement of the fact drew off nearly 
the entire mining population to this place in 1887. In the attempt to 
bring out the news of this discovery, a miner named Williams was 
frozen to death on the Chilcoot Pass in January, 1887. 

Taking a general view of the gold discoveries so far as made in the Lewes and 

Upper Yukon country, we find that, though some small bars have been Tes-lin-too. 

worked on the upper part of the Lewes, and "prospects" have been 
obtained even in the streams flowing into Bennett Lake, paying bars 
have been found on this river only below the mouth of the Tes-lin-too. 
The best of these are within a distance of within seventy miles below 
this confluence, and the richest so far has been Cassiar Bar. This is Cassiar ·Bar. 

reported to have yielded, in some cases, at the rate of $30 a day to the 
hand, and gold to the value of many thousand dollars has been ob-
tained from it, chiefly in 1886; in 1887, only three or four men worked 
here. All along the Lewes below the Tes-lin-too, many bars occur 
which, according to the reports of prospectors, yield as much as $10 a 
day, and the same is true of the Tes-Jin-too itself, both below and 
above Tes-lin Lake. Bars of this kind are, however, considered scarce-
ly remunerative at present. 

Gold has also been found for a long distance up the Big Salmon Salmon and 

R.i ver, and on the -Upper Pell y as far as it has been ptospected. The Pelly · 

Tes-lin-too, Big Salmon and Pelly have each already afforded some 
good paying ground, but in consequence of the rush to Forty-mile 
Creek only about thirteen miners remained in 1887 on the first named 
river, four on the second and two on the Pelly. On the Stewart River, 
as much as $100 a day to the hand was made in 1885 and 1886, 
and probably over $100,000 worth of gold has already been obtained 
along this stream. It has been prospected for a distance of 100 to 
200 miles from its mouth, (according to Yarying stfl.tements) and the 

tSee Science, vol. III. 1884, also Report of a Military Reconnaissance in Alaska, 
\Vashington, Government, 1885. Along Alaska's Great River, New York, 1885. 
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gold found furthest up is said to be somewhat "coarser" than that of 
the lower part. 

Forty-mile Creek is reported to be a river of some size, but more 
rapid than most of those in the district. It has, according to miners, 
been prospected for about a hundred miles fr9m its mouth, gold being 
found almost everywhere along it tis well as in tributary gulches. The 
gold varies much in character, but is quite often coarse and nuggety, 
and very large amounts have been taken out in favourable places by 
individual miners. Few of the men mining here in 1887 were content 
with ground yielding less than $14 a day, and several bad taken out 
nearly $100 a day for a short time. The amount obtained from this 
stream in 1887 is reckoned by some as high as $120,000, but I believe 
it would be safe to put the entire output of the Upper Yukon region 
for the year, at a minimum of $75,000, of which the greatest part was 
derived from this stream. 

The number of miners in the whole Upper Yukon country in 1887 
may be stated at about 250 ; of these, 200 were on Forty-mile Creek, 
and it was estimated that at least 100 would winter on the creek to 
be ready for work in the spring. 

Forty-mile Creek is what the miners term a " bed-rock creek " i.e., 
one in which there is no great. depth of drift or detrital deposits below 
the level of the actual stream. Itis so far the only locality which has 
been found to yield " coarse" gold, but from the exLremely wide dis
tribution of "fine" gold, it may safely be predicted that many more 
like it remain to be discovered. 

Mining can scarcely be said to have begun in the region more than 
five years ago, and the extent of country over which gold has been 
found in.greater or less quantity is already very great. Most of the 
prospecting has been confined to the banks and bars of the larger 
rivers, and it is only when their innumerable tributary streams begin 
to be closely searched, that " gulcb diggings " like those of Dease, Mc
Dame and other steams in the Cassiar district, and possibly even on 
a par with Williams and Lightning creeks in Cariboo, will be found and 
worked. The general result so far has been to prove that six large 
and long rivers, ~he Lewes, Tes-lin-too, .Big Salmon, Pelly, Stewart and 
White, yield "fine" gold along hundreds of miles of their lower 
courses. With the exception of the Lewes, no part of the head-waters 
of any of these have yet been prospected or even reached by the miners, 
and scarcely any of their innumerable tributaries have been examined. 
The developments made up to this time are sufficient to show that when 
means of access are improved, important bar-mining will take placf' 
along all these main rivers, and there is every reason to anticipate 
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that the result of the examination in detail of the smaller streams will 
be the discovery of much richer auriferous alluviums. When these 
have been found and worked, quartz mining will doubtless follow, and 
the prospects for the utilization of this great mining field in the near 
future appear to me to be very promising. 

I must not, however, omit to state that great difficulties and hard- Difficulties to 

ships have to be overcome by the miners now entering this country. ~:ed~count
The traverse of the Chilkoot Portage is itself a formidable obstac:e, 
and over this pass most of the provisions and requisit.es for the miner 
must be carried. There is at the present time [18871 a trading post 
belonging to Messrs. Harper, McQuesten & Co., (established in the 
spring of 1887) at the mouth of Forty-mile Creek, but the supplies are 
brought to this point by small stern-wheel steamers which ascend the 
whole lepgth of the Yukon. Goods do not arrive by this route till late 
in the summer, and any accident or detention may prevent their arrival 
altogether. The winter in the country is long and severe, and the sea-
son of low water suitable for working on river-bars is short. It is also 
found that beneath its mossy covering, the ground is often frozen, pre-
senting difficulties of another character to the miner, which have pre-
vented the working of many promi~ing flats and benches. This, how-
ever, is likely to be remedied before long by the general burning off 
of the woods and moss in the mining camps. Frozen ground was found 
in the same way in the early days of the Cassiar mines, as referred 
to elsewhere, but the destruction of the timber has now almost every-
where allowed the summer heat to penetrate to the lower layers of the 
soil. It is not likely that this great inland country will long want 
some easy means of connection between the coast and its great length 
of navigable lake- and river·wate1 s, and when this is afforded, there is 
every reason to believe that it will support a considerable mining 
population. 





EXTRACTS FROM 

REPORT ON AN EXPLORATION IN THE YrKON AND 

MACKENZIE .BASINS BY R. G. McCONNELL, B. A., 

1887-1888. 

No'rE.-The following pages include parts of the Report of Mr. McCon
nell on his exploration of 1887-88, relating to the Yukon District and adjacent 
northern portion of British Columbia.. The description of routes followed begins at 
the confluence of the Dease and Liard rivers (See p. 94) and includes all that part of 
the Liard River which flows through northern British Columbia, observations made 
in the Mackenzie valley proper are omitted and the description is resumed at 
Fort l'>'!acPhurson, on Peel River, near the bead of the Macken~ie Delta, whence the 
northern extension of the Rocky Mountnins was crossed tv Lapierre House. The 
Porcupine River was then descended to its confluence with the Yukon, which latter 
river is described as far as the site of old Fort Selkirk; Mr. McConnell's work of 
1888 connecting this place with tliat of Dr. Dawson in the previous year. The 
geological notes extracted from the report are likewise limited to the region covered 
by the above descnption. 
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DESCRIPTION OF ROUTES. 

LIARD RIVER. 

Moi~th of Dease River to the Devil's Portage. 

The Liard River is one of the three principal tributaries of the 
Mackenzie, the other two being the Athabasca and the Peace. It has 
its sources west of the Rocky Mountains, one of its branches reaching 
to within one hundred and fifty miles of the sea, and drains the 
eastern part of the broken country lying between that range and the 
Coast Mountains. Its branches spread through four degrees of latitude, 
from 58° N. to 62° N., and interlock with those of the Yukon, Sti
kine, Skeena, and Peace rivers. In its upper part it divides at 
intervals into four nearly equal streams, the Mud or Black River, Dease 
River, Francis River, and the branch which retains the common name. 
Of these the latter and Black River are still practically unknown. 
Dease River and Francis River were examined by Dr. Dftwson in 
1887, and the following account treats of the main river from its 
junction with the Dease to its mouth, a distance of about 470 miles. 
Rising in the elevated country west of the Rocky Mountains, the Liarcl 
falls rapidly towards the east, the difference in elevation between the 
mouth of the Dease and the Mackenzie amounting to nearly 1650 
feet, and is characterized nearly everywhere by impetuous currents, 
by dangerous rapids and narrow whirlpool-filled canons. The descent 
of the river is greatest and its rapids most numerous, while passing 
through, and for some distance on either side of the Rocky Mountains. 
After leaving the foot-hills it is free from interruptions until near its 
junction with the Mackenzie, where a series of strong riffles occurs. 

Liard River The Liard River was used for a number of years by the H. B. Co., 
usedasatrade d' h y k d l' f t t d' f route by H. B. as a tra mg route to t e u on, an a me o pos s ex en mg rom 
Co. Fort Simpson on the Mackenzie, to Fort Selkirk at the junction of 

the Lewes and P elly was established by the company, but the expense 
incurred in overcoming the great length of difficult navigation made 
the trade unprofitable, and most of the posts have been long since 
abandoned. At the present time a trading post exists at the mouth 
of the Dease, but it is supplied from the Pacific by way of the Stikine 
and Dease River. The Liarcl has also been used to some extent by 
prospectors and miners, the discoverers of the Cassiar goldfields, 
Messrs. McCullough and Thibert having ascended it from Fort Simp
son to the mouth of the Dease in 1871-72. 
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Information in regard to the Liard previous to the present explora- Early notices 

tion was exceedingly limited, as notwithstanding the use which had of river. 

been made of it by both for-traders and miners, no survey of the river 
had ever been made, and its course as laid down on existing maps was 
found naturally to be extremely incorrect, in Rome places being fully 
one hundred miles out of position. The best sketch of the river I 
could obtain was one drawn for me from memory by Mr. Thibert who 
had ascended the river eighteen years before. The published descrip-
tions also were of the vaguest hearsay character. Sir J. Richardson 
gives a few notes in regard to the lower part in his "J ourna,l of a 
Boat Voyage through Rupert's Land," and Abbe E. Petitot writes of 
it in the following manner :-

1" Je n'ai remonte la riviere des Liards que de quelques miUes, mciis 
tous les voyageurs qui y ont navigue s'accorclent a faire une description 
eifrayante de ses montagnes <t pie, de ses goujfres et des tourbillons que 
la velocite d'un courant resserre entre des rochers, determine dans ses 
eaux. Pour descendre cette ?"iviere vertigineuse avec securite les 
timoniers metis se lient sur le pont de leur barque, afin de 11 'etre pa'-1 
lances dans les .flots blanchissants. Pour retrouver un tel spectacle it 
faudrait afP,.onter les perils de Charybde ou les girations intermittentes 
de Maelstrom." 

The present survey is only intended as a provisional one, and wns Character of 

made by estimating the rate according to measurements maJe at in· survPy. 

tervals along the shore and taking the bearings with a prismatic 
compass. Observations for latitude were also taken whenever prac-
ticable, and serve as a useful check on the traverse. 

We left the mouth of Dease River on the 26th of June, in a small Begin descent 
of river. 

wooden boat which was built by ourselves on Dea~e Lake. The party 
consisted besides myself of two white men, Louis Trepanier and Jolin 
McLeod. Be~ides these, I also engaged a couple of Indians to accom-
pany us as far as the Devil's Portage, but they deserted at the fii·,t 
difficulty which presented itself. The natives along this part of tL<· Indians ttlong 

Laird ·are very inferior canoemen, and are afraid to venture on the rirnr. 

river except in its ~moothest porLions. They seldom ascend the rivPr 
with canoes, as they prefer carrying their outfit along the shore to 
tracking a boat against the rapid current, and in descend in.~ use small 
spruce bark canoes, which they can build in a couple of hours and 
abandon without much loss. They belong to the Kas-ka branch of the 
great Tinneh family, and are commonly referred to as the Grand Lake 
Indians. 

1 Bulletin de la Societe <le Geographie, Paris, 1875. 
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Width of river The Liard River below the mouth of the Dease has a general width 
and valley. of from two hundred and fifty to four hundred yards, but widens out 

in places to over half a mile, and a current of four miles and a-half an 
hour. It separates in places into a number of channels inclosing low 
alluvial islands usually well wooded. Its valley is from two to three 
miles wide, and is shallow with rolling banks sloping easily up to' the 
general level. The country is everywhere well wooded, but the trees 

Bordering 
forests. 

Hyland 
River. 

are usually small, seldom exceeding a foot in diameter. The principal 
varieties observed were the black pine ( Pinus ~furrayana), the "White 
spruce, (Picea alba), and the smooth and rough ba.rked poplars, 
( Populus tremu,loides and balsamifera.) Besides these, groves of larch 
were occasionally seen, and some varieties of willow and alder. Twelve 
miles below the mouth of the Dease the Liard receives a large tribu
tary from the north. This stream is over a hundred yards wide, and is 
c,1lled the Highland [Hyland] H,iver, after a prospector who ascended 
it for some di-:;tance. On the oldP.r maps it, is named the McPherson 
River. In the direction from which it comes are some low hills at a 
distance of four to five miles, behind which appear snowy mountains. 
From the mouth of Dease River, the Liard runs in a general E.S.E. 
direction for eighteen miles, and then making a sharp bend to the 
north, runs for about the same distance in a direction nearly at right 
angles to its former' course. ·Below the bend the river, for twelve miles 
is wide and filled with islands, after which it gradually decreases in 
width, and this, with the steeper slopes of the valley and the increas
ing strength of the current, which occasionally breaking into small 
riffles now hurries along at the rate of seven miles an hour, all afford 
Signs of our approach to the Little Canon, of the dangerous character 
of which we had been previously warned, and which soon comes into 
view. 

Little Canon. The Little Canon is about half a mile long, and in its narrowest 
place about two hundred feet wide. It is easily navigable in low 
water, but is dangerous for small boats during flood, as the channel is 
very crooked, and the current striking with great violence against the 
right hand bank is thrown forcibly back, with the production of a 
number of breakers running nearly lengthwise with the direction of 
bhe channel, and large enough to swamp any ordinary river-boat which 
is drawn among them. A number of Chinamen were drowned at this 
point some years ago. This cu iion can be run with safety by entering 
it nearly in the middle of the stream, which is as close to the left hand 
bank as the lines of reefs and isolated rocks running out from that side 
will allow, and once past these making all haste to the left so as to 
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clear the breakers below. In high water the rnpid can be avoided by 
making a portage of about half a mile a,long the right ba,nk. 

Rock-exposures are infrequent in the valley of the Liard between Rocks between 

the mouth of the Dease and the Little Canon, but those observed will ~i~~l~ aC~iion 
be described in order. Three miles below the mouth of the Dease is a 
small exposure of somewhat soft dark shales associated with friable 
sandstones and conglomerates. A second exposure of the same beds 
was observed about a mile farther down the river, where they dip 
N. 60° W. < 20 , beyond which they rlisappear. These rocks are 
unfossiliferous, but from their lithological characters, and the fact that 
they overlie unconfonna.bly the hard quartzites, slates and limestones, 
of the neighbourhood, were referred to the Tei tia,ry. At the mouth of 
Highland River, on a small island, is an exposure of hard w!titiRh 
sandstone, passing into quartzite. This rock weathers yellow, and 
dips N. 50° E.< 50°. Six miles farther down, at a bend which the 
river makes to the north, is a cut-bank showing unconsolidated sa,nds, 
sandy clays and gravels, and holding some small beds of impure lig-
nite. Below this, with the excrption of rolled ri,·er gravels, no further 
exposures were seen until nea,r tile Little Canon, when black shales 
appear in a couple of places. 

The rocks in the Little Canon consist of drrrk and sometimes cleaved R ocksinLittle 

shales, holding large flattened ironstone nodules, hard sandstonPs and Calion. 

quartzit<'s, and some Lecls of fine-gmined, h11rd siliceous conglomerate. 
They are closely folded together and strike N. 35 \V. No fossils 
were found in any of the e bed~, nor any rlefinite evidence of their age 
obtained, beyond ihe fact that the shales ha,ve a close lithological resem-
blance, both in appe~rance and composition, with those on Dease River, 
from which Dr. Dawson obtained graptolites of Utica-Trenton age. 

Below tlie Little Cannn the river widens out to over half a mile, and Character of 

the steep, rocky banks are replaced by easier slopes of grnvel and sand. 1L·i~·t~trl h
0
eJo:'' 

1 e anon. 
These continue for three miles, after which shal~s and ~andstones 
reappear in i,he bank, and their confining inlluence is immediately seen 
in the rapid contraction of the stream and the f0rmt1tion of a second r1<1r
rows. T!tese sudden clila,tations and contractions constitute one of the 
most characteristic fea.tures of the Liard, and a,re an indication of the 
heterogPneity of the fo1 malions through whieh it cuts. Through the de
file just mentiontd ihe stream 1 uslws with great Yelocity, but with an 
even current until near its foot, where it is forced betwepn two p0ints of 
rock scarcely a hundred feel apart, which project into the strea,m from 
either bank and determine the formation of two rapidly gyrating and 
dangerous-looking whirlpools. These can be avoided, if necessary, by 
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making a portage of a few feet across one of the points. In ordinary 
stages of the water, however, they can be run without difficulty. 

At this point the shales, sandstones and conglomerates which have 
been exposed at intervals a.ll the way from the mouth of the Dease, are 
replaced by shaly limestone and soon afterwards by more massive 
varieties of the same rock. 

Beyond the narrows, the river at once resumes its ordinary dimen-
sions, and rushing rapidly around a short bend, enters one of the most 
picturesque portions of the valley of the Liard. The river here aver
ages about three hundred yards in width, and glides along with a strong 
even current of about five miles an hour. It is narrowly con fined by 
sloping banks, which follow closely all the bendings of the stream, 
without any intervening flats, or, except at low water, any disfiguring 
bars and beaches. The valley is everywhere densely wooded with ever
greens, aspens, birch and alder, the changing greens of which are agree
ably relieved at intervals by gray limestone clilfs, which rise steeply from 
the water's edge, and ruffle the surface of the otherwise glassy stream. 

Eight miles below the entrance to this portion of the river is situated 
Porcupine Bar, once the scene of active mining operations, but now 
worked out and aLandoned. Opposite to it is a range of low hills, at 
the base of which I camped somewhat early on the afternoon of the 
28th, for the purpose of ascending them and so obtaining a view of 
the surrounding country. 

Appearance of These hills extend in an irregular manner for some miles along the 
country. left bank of the river, but appear to have no definite trend. They 

have the rounded outlines that characterize all glaciated districts, 
but no striae were anywhere observed. They are composed of lime
stone and have an altitude of 1500 feet above the rivet", or one 
thousand feet above the general plateau-level. From their basA stretches, 
in all directions, an irregular rolling plateau, broken here and there by 
ranges of low hills and dotted with innumerable small lak'es and 
marshes. To the south the horizon is broken by the serrated crests 
and jagged summits of the Oassiar Range, one prominent peak bearing 
S. 20° W. In a direction N. 25° vV., at a distance of twelve to fifteen 
miles, are some low hills still covered with streaks of snow, while a 
range of partially snow-clad hills was also seen at S. 26° E. The plateau 
is everywhere densely wooded, the principal trees observed being the 
white spruce, the black pine, the larch, the rough and smooth barked 
poplars, the birch, and species of alder and willow. Of these the spruce, 
which attains here a diameter of fifteen to twenty inches, is by far 
the most abundant and valuable. 
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The limestone of which the hills are formed is usually grayish in Character of 

colour and rather compact, but passes in many places into a whitish limestone. 

highly crystalline variety without distinct bedding. It has a general 
strike of N. 15° W. It is destitute of determinable fossils, but holds 
fragments of crinoid stems, and traces of brachiopods and trilobites. 

From Porcupine Bar the river runs S. S. E. for some miles, and then River below 

bending more to the south, preserves a general southerly direction for ~~~~upine 
ten or twelve miles, when it is closed in by a nameless canon. In this 
reach it presents much the same features as those noted above, but its 
valley is somewhat wider, and is now bottomed by long narrow well 
wooded flats. Also the bed of the river becomes considerably enlarged 
in places and divides around a number of alluvial isl ands. The banks 
of the valley have an average height of five hundred feet and show 
frequent exposures of whitish coarsely crystalline, grayisb, fine-
grained limestone, striking a few degrees west of north and dipping at 
all angles. Four miles and a-half below Porcupine Bar, is Bed-rock Bar, 
now like the former deserted. Eight miles farther down is another 
abandoned miner's camp now represented by a single log hut. Passing 
this, the river bends more to the north and divides around a rocky 
island, on either side of which is a short riffie, then runs with an even 
current of about four miles an hour to the crrnon mentioned above. 

This canon is scarcely a hundred yards in length, and is bounded by 
precipitoul' limestone cliffs about one hundred and fifty feet apart. It 
presents no obstacle to navigation. Immediately below the canon the 
river dilates for some distance into a large island-filled basin, beyond 
which it contracts again to its ordinary width of three or four hundred 
yards, and runs with a swift even current in an easterly direction for 
five miles, when its course is interrupted by the Cranberry Rapids. 

The limestones seen along this part of the river are often coarsely Character of 

crystalline and cut up by white calc-spar veins. Other varieties show limestone . 

. wavy lines projecting from weathered surfaces, due to alternating mag-
nesian and calcareous layers, and closely resemble in this respect the 
limestones of the Castle Mountain group as developed along the Bow 
River Pass. In some places the limestone becomes shaly and impure, 
and is altered into an imperfectly developed. schist. 

Two miles above Cranberry Rapids, the limestones are replaced by Limestones 

shales, sandstones and conglomerates, and a change is immediately replaced by 

b · h h f 1 Th d 1. . . clast10 rocks noticea le 111 t e c aracter o tie stream. e ec iv1ty is greatly 
increased, and for the nex:t fifty miles rapids are of constant occur
rence. 

The rough water at Cranberry portage has a total length of a mile Rapids at 

and a-half, but there is a reach of comparatively undisturbed water Cpranberry 
or tag e. 



Rocks at 
Cranberry 
Portage. 

Mud River. 

192 GEOLOGICAL SUHVEY OF CANADA. 

about half way down. The upper part of the rapid is exceedingly 
wild, as the bed of the river is filled with huge angular masses of rocks 
against which the current breaks with frightful violence. No part of 
the channel is clear, and a glance at the forbidding array of foaming 
breakers and whirling eddies showed at once the utter hopelessness 
of any attempt to run it with our small, heavily laden boat. We 
passed it by portaging our outfit about half a mile along the right 
bank, and then dropping the empty boat with a rope, and at the 
worst places dragging it across points of rock. The lower part of the 
rapid is not so rough, and we managed to work our boat through 
this without unloading. 

The rocks at the Cranberry Rapids, consist of sbales, limestones and 
conglomerates, closely resembling those observed at the Little Canon 
and evidently of the same age. The shales are dark, finely lamiuated, 
and occasionally show well marked cleavage lines. They are inter
stratified in places with the sandstones, and often inclose flattened 
ironstone concretions, a number of which were broken in a resultless 
search for fossils. The sandstones, lighter coloured than the shales, 
are hard and ·often pass into quartzites. The conglomerates are very 
fine-grained, and consist principally of white, well rounded quartz 
pebbles imbedded in a siliceous matrix. The shales and accompanying 
beds are broken through aud altered to some extent by a series of 
dykes. They have a general easterly strike, and lie at all angles from 
horizontal to vertica,J. On the opposite side of the river, an exposure 

· of soft shaies and conglomerates, resting unconformably on the beds 
just described, and evidently of Tertiary age, was observed, but was 
not closely examined, owing to the impossibility of getting across to it. 

Below the rapids the river hul'ries on with a smoother surface but 
with scarcely diminished velocity, its strength being shown by the 
way it foams around the occasional rocky obstructions in its course. 
It is bordered for some distance by large eddies, between which and 
the downward current are long lines of dangerous looking whirlpools. 
Further down is a long but easily navigable riffle, beyond which, with 
the exception of an occasional rock, the channel remains comparatively 
clear until the stream variously known as Black, Mud, or Turnagain 

River is reached. 

This stream, although one of the principal afiluents of the Liard, is 
a.t present almost unknown. It originates near the Finlay branch 
of the Peace River, and joins the Liard after a course of about two 
hundred and fifty miles. At its mouth .it is over one hundred and 
twenty yards wide. Eighty miles above its mouth is situated a small 
trading post, built some years ago by Mr. Rufus Sylvester, but now 
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m the possession of the Hudson's Bay Co. This post is connected 
with the central post at the mouth of McDame Creek on Dease River 
by a pack trail ahout seventy miles long. 

From Mud River thr. Liard bends more to the north, and, still run- Mountain 
. . h .d. d b k. . . l ·m h Porcage nmg wit great rap1 ity an rea mg mto occas10na n es, reac es, H.npids. 

in a couple of miles, the Mountain Portage Rapids, one of the worst 
rapids met with on the trip. The river here falls over a band of 
Shales irregularly hardened by a system of dykes and worn into a 
succession of ridges and hollows, and the roughened surface thus pro-
duced throws the hurrying waters into an indescrilin.ble turmoil. We 
landed at the head of the rapids on the right bank, and were forced 
to spend a day in making a difficult portage of about half a mile with 
both boat and outfit. I afterwards learned from W. Lepine, an old 
Hudson's Bay voyageur, that we might have avoided this portage if 
we had landed on the left hand side, as what we supposed was the 
mainland was really an island, behind which a small channel existed 
which can be run with comparative safety. 

Half a mile below Mountain Portage, Rabbit River comes in from R>ilibit River. 

the south. This stream is about two hundred feet wide, and brings in 
a large volume of clear water. At its mouth is a large auriferous bar, Gold mining. 

which has evidently been worked by placer miners to a considerable 
extent. I was, however, unable to obtain any information in regard 
to it. Below Rabbit River the channel is clear for a couple of miles, 
and then dancing white-caps on ahead indicate the presence of another 
rapid. In the next mile the river alternately narrows in and expands 
three times, and falls over short but strong riffies at each constriction, 
all of which can easily be avoided, if necessary, by making portages 
a few yards in length. The behaviour of the water in the dilated 
basins between the narrows is somewhat peculiar, as it seems, viewed 
from the bank, to be running in all directions and to be split, into a 
network of cross currents. At the lower narrows three ugly looking 
whirlpools are formed by the rapidly contracting stream <'ndeavouring Whirlpools. 

to crowd its way through its narrowed channel, while the water sucked 
down by the whirlpools is thrown up a little farther down in huge 
boils and with a sound resembling the rumbling of distant thunder. 
The whirlpools occur near the left side, and can be passed in safety 
by keeping to the right bank. 

From Cranberry Portage to Whirlpool Canon, the point now reached Rocks between 

in the description of the river, numerous exposures of the same shale Cpranberry d 
ortage an 

sandstone and conglomerate series previously described are everywhere Whirlpool 

d t h h t .t f h. f . Canon. present, an o t e e erogene1 y o t is ormat10n are mostly due 
the numerous rapids which occur on this portion of the river, the 
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harder bands narrowing in and damming back the stl'eam, while the 
softer and more easily eroded parts have acquired a more uniform slope. 
The shales 1111d associated beds are everywhere greatly di~turbed and 
usually dip at high angles. They have a general south-easterly strike. 
At Whirlpool Canon the shales disappear and are replaced by a shaly 
variety of limestone. · 

From ·whirlpool. Canon the river flows swiftly around a sharp bend, 
at the extremity of which it receives Coal River, and after a clear 
coune of less than four miles, plunges over the r<tpids at Portage 
Brule. 

Coal Ri"n. Coal River is a small, clear stream about a hundred feet wide, and 
is interesting on account of the quantity of lignite which it brings 

Lignite at down. At the time of our visit a bar at it.s rnouth was thickly strewn 
ni~~;~~ uf Coal with large angular and <Lpparently little-trnYelled blocks of this min. 

oral. The fresh appearance of the lignite induced me to spend part 
of a day, while the men were packing across Portage Brule, in explor
ing for the bed from which it originated, but a. walk of several miles 
up the stream failed to reveal its presence in sitii, although an abund
ance of drift fragments was everywhere noticed. The lignite is of 
inferior quality, lL is soft and shows a well-marked woody structure. 
The banks of Coal River, as far as my examination extended, are low, 
and consist of uncemented sands, clays and gravel, like those holding 
the lignite beds above the Little Canon. This formation is of irregular 
thickness, but of wide distribution, as it was observed filling depres
sions of the older rocks all the way from the mouth of the Dease to 
the passage of the Rockies. 

PortageBrC\le. Portage Brule is ne3.rly two miles long, and leads across a nearly 
level, well wooded flat, which, at the upper encl of Lhe portage, is only 
elevated a few feet above the surface of the river, but at the lower 
end is terminated by a sharp descent of over two hundred feet. A 
good track was cut across this portage when mining W3.S being pro
secuted on the Liard, and a windlass built at the east end for the pur
pose of hoisting boats up the steep bank, both of which are still in 
good condition. It was at the lower end of this portage, in the year 
1836, that a party of Hudson's Bay voyageurs, bound on a trading 
expedition to the Stikine, after carrying their packs up the hill, were 
seized with a panic c:1Used by the supposed approach of a band of hos
tile Indians, and, abandoning their outfit, fled for safety down the 
river. In the succeeding year Mr. Robert Campbell found the goods 
in the same position in which they had been lef t. 

R:i.pids at The rapids at Portage Bl'ule do not look so formidable as those at 
PortageBrC\le. the Mountain Portage, and if I had e21.amined them before making the 
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portage I would have been strongly tempted to try and run them with 
the empty boat. They are about two miles long, and are caused by 
numerous limestone blocks and small islands obstructing the channel. 
At the lower end the river is narrowly confined by high vertical cliffs. 

The rocks observed along the river from vVhirlpool Canon to the Rocks 

lower end of Portage Brule comist altogether of different varieties of i,iPt1yeen 
. . Vhtrlpool 

limestone. This occurs m some places m massive beds, ranging in tex- Caiion and 

ture from compact to moderately crystalline. In other places it be- PortageBrlile. 

comes very impure and shaly, and often passes into imperfectl.Y devel-
oped calc-schists. No fossils were obtained from it, but it has a close 
lithological resernblu.nce to the limestone occurring above Cranberry 
Rapids, and to the Castie Mountains group of the Bow River section, 
and is probably of Cambro-Silurian age. 

After freeing ourselves from the rapids at Portage Brule, no farther River below 

obstacles to navigation were encountered until the Devil's Portage was PortageBrOle. 

reached. The river is wide and filled with low islands and bars, some 
of which are auriferous, McCullough's Bar, on which gold in paying McCullough's 

quantities was first discovered on the Liard, occur::; in this vicinity, but Bar. 

I was unable to identify it. The river valley is now lined with rows 
of terraces rising up to a height of several hundred feet, and clothed Terracesalong 
. d d . b 1 . l . d l river. m unwoo e portions y as uxunant a growt 1 o grasses an vetc ms 
as I have ever seen in any part of the country. Behind the terraces 
is it gently undulating region, occasionally swelling into elevations of 
from 1200 to 1500 feet in height, and everywhere densely forested, 
chiefly with white spruce. To the eastward the elevations increase in 
height and frequency until they merge into the range of the Rocky 
Mountains, the dim outline of which can now be seen along the eastern 
horizon. 

This part of the country, judging from the luxuria,nce of the vegetation Agricultural 

and the character of the soil, seems well adapted for agl'icultural pur- prospP.cts. 

poses, but the complete absence of climatic staListics 1·ender any posi-
tive statements in this connection premature. On the present trip at 
the Little Cailon, large snow banks were observed in sheltered places 
along the banks of the river as late as the 28th of June. It must be 
borne in mind, however, that the spring of 1887 in this part of the 
country was an exceptionally late one. 

Ten miles below Portag~ Brule, Smith River comes in from the 
north. This is a small sLream u.bout one hundred feet wide, and 
appears to originate in a north-westerly spur from the Rocky .Moun-
tains, visible in the distance. At its mouth was situated fort Halkett, Fort H:tlkett. 

a Huuson 's B;1y trading-post which has been abandoned since 1865. I 
found no traces of the post. 

13t 
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Near the mouth of Smith River, a number of exposures of dark 
sh<tles were observed. These shales are much softer than those sec·Jl 
farther up the river, and are probably of Mesozoic age. They wen~ 
traced down the river for several miles, and are then replaced by lime· 
stones. No fossils were found in them. 

River below From Fort Halkett, the mountains appe;i,r quite close and the river 
Fort Halkett. "f 1 · E S E d" · t · h d runs sw1 t y in an <. • . irect10n s ra1g t towar s a narrow gap 

which now appears in their ranks. Before entering this we pass, on 
the right-hand side, the mouth of Riviere des Vents. This rivPr come~ 
from a large lake a few miles south of Fort Halkett, from which the 
fish supply of the post was obtained. It cuts off from the rnain range 
a steep sided, massive looking mountain, which I named Mt. Read in 
honour of JHr. Reid, the Hudson's Bay officer at present in charge of 
Fort Providence and an old traveller in these regions. From 
Riviere des Vents we approached the gap cautiously, on the lookout 
for the Devil's portage and rapids, which were reported to exist in this 
neighbourhood, but, much to our surprise, passed through without 
hindrance, and in a few minutes found ourselves among the rolling 
foot-hills on the eastern side of the range. The mountains here are 
narrowed to a single range, and even this, a few miles north of the 
river, is so reduced in height that it can scarcely be distinguished from 
the orclina,ry ridges of the district. To the south the range is much 
wider and the river seems to skirt the northern extremity of wlmt 
may be considered the ma,in division of the Rocky Mountain system. 

Rocky 
tains. 

Moun· The Rocky Mountains, rngarded as forming the eastern mountain 

Rocks in 
mountains. 

system of the Cordillera, are consequently interrupted in this part of 
their length. The range of which the northern extremity is here found 
has a length of over 1000 miles. It extends uninterruptedly south
ward to the International Boundary, and is still further continued 
into Montana to about !at. 46°. The width of this persistent 
mountain range probably averages throughout about fifty miles; and 
its main physicia,J a,nd geological features are almost identical in all 
pa1·ts of its length. Where the particular line of crumpling and 
upheaval of the earth's crust to which this range is due die<> away at 
the Liard, another similar line begins, nearly in the same latitude, but 
about eighty miles farther to the east. The mountain range produced 
by this new line of disturbance extends northward 1warly parallel to 
the general course of the :Mackenzie to the Arctic Ocean. 

South of the Liard, the bare limestone ridges are ranged in parallel 
lines, and are surmounted by lal"ge zigzag knife-edges, or jagged 
serrated crests. The ridges ba,ve a, general strike of N. 30° W. The 
spur of the mountains which crosses the r iver consists of a grayish and 
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moderately compact limestone. The beds are at first nearly horizontal, 
hut are soon thrown into almost vertical attitudes, and have the 
appearance of a sharp anticline. Several of the exposures were 
examined unsuccessfully for fossils, and the only specimens collected 
here consist of some fragments of corals which were found loose at 
the mouth of Riviere des Venls, and resemble those occurring in the 
Intermediate limestone of the Bow River section. The limestones are 
exposed along the river for six miles, and are then covered with dark 
shales similar to those from which Triassic fossils were afterwards Limestones 

obtained. It is noteworthy that in the Liard section dark shales of rehpl
1
aced by 

s a ea. 
Mesozoic age are found resting on both fl.FLnks of the mountain, and 
<tre not confined to the eastern slope, as in the case farther south. 

East of the passage of the Rockies, the mountains gradually recede Rounded bills 

from the river towards the south, and are replaced by high rounded :i~s~f moun

and well wooded hills and ridges built of dark shales, numerous ex-
posures of which occur all along the banks of the river. The shales 
undulate at all angles, and do not appear to have any predominating 
dip in towards the mountains such as characterizes them in other 
localities. They are interstratified in places with beds of quartzite, 
and are, so far as I could learn, completely unfossiliferous. 

Since leaving Portage Brule the river had remained wonderfully River smooth. 

smooth, and we had the pleasure of passing one night away from the 
roar of a rapid, and without the usual prospect of having the next 
morning either to run a rapid or make a portage. The river has here 
an average width of four hundred yards, and a steady current of about 
four miles and a-half an hour. It is bordered in places by long gravel 
and sand beaches, and incloses occasionally wooded islands. Ten miles 
east of the gap, Trout River joins the Liard from the south. This is a Trout River. 

swift, clear mountain stream about a hundred and fifty feet wide, 
which seems to cut back into and drain the central rn.nges. Below 
Trout River the Liard bends abruptly to the north for some distance, 
and then, turning to the east, continues on with an ever increasing 
current, between banks which gradually become steeper and higher, 
until they develop into a wide en.ii on. We had been on the lookout 
for the Devil's Rapids ever since leaving the Riviere des Vents, and 
as the threatening appearance of river and valley indicated that we Threatenmg 

were approaching them at last, we dropped down cautiously along appearance of 
. . . river. 

the right bank, watchmg carefully all the time for signs of the old 
portage. We failed to discover any, but landed at what seemed to 
be the last break in the almost vertical cliffs, with which the river 
was now bordered, and just at the head of a long easy riffle. Looking 
down the river ominous streaks of white could be seen in a couple 
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of places, stretching from bank to bank, while the familiar roar of 
clashing water was plainly audible. On landing we found, after a 
short search, traces of the old portage-track, and the next few days 
were spent in carrying our outfit across. 

The river at this point makes a great bend to the north-east, all 
around which is a succession of rapids and canons. At the elbow of 

Fall reported . the bend a large fall is reported. At the lower end of the bend the 
river is reduced to a mere thread, as it is scarcely a hundred and fifty 
feet wide, and as fully a third of this is occupied by shore eddies, its 
bed must be eroded to an enormous depth. Immediately below the 
contracted part is a large eddy, and the river expands at once to over 
half a mile in width. 

Devil's 
PortugP. 

THE DEVIL'S PoRTA.GE TO HELL GAE'r. 

The portage across the bend proved, greatly to our satisfaction, to 
be less than four miles in length instead of twelve, as we had been 
informed and expected. It is, however, very difficult, as it passes over 
a ridge fully a thousand feet high, on both sides of which the slopes 
are exceedingly steep. The old portage-track was easily followed 
among the heavy timber for some distance after leaving the upper 
end, but going east it became gradually overgrown with brushwood 
and at last disappeared, and we were obliged to cut out a new one for 
ourselves. This track was cleared out by Messrs. McCullough and 
Thibert in 1871 for the purpose of hauling their boat across, and it 
speaks somewhat favourably for the activity of forest growth in this 
region that it should now be covered with shrubs and small trees 
several inches in diameter. 

Abundance "E In crossing the portage we started several moose, and it may te 
moose. mentioned here that the country we have been pa!>sing through and 

as far on as H ell Gate is probably the best moose country in N oi-th 
America. Everywhere we landed, fresh tracks in abundance were 
observed. We killed one at the mouth of Riviere des Vents and 
another farther down near Crow River, and could have shot, a number 
of others if so desired. At the "Rapids of the Drowned " we scared 
three into the river, but these unfortunately attempted to swim the 
rapids and were drowned. They were found afterwards some distance 
below lodged in a drift-pile. Their abundance is due to the fact 
that the country is practically uninhabited. After leaving the Little 
Canon we saw no Indians nor any traces of them, such as old camps, 
abandoned canoes, old cuttings, etc., anywhere along the river. The 
country in question forms a kind of neutral ground between the 
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Indians trading east and west of the mountains, anJ is also difficult 
of access on account of the danger in navigating the river. The 
absence of Indians and the consequent immunity from hunting enjoyed 
by the moose, since the abandonment of old Fort Halkett, has resulted 
in a great natural increase in their numbers. Besides, as they are 
persistently h unted in the acljoining country on either side of the 
mountains, by the banJs of Indians trading at Fort Liard and at the 
mouth of Dease Hiver respectively, many of them must escape into 
this district as into ":1 city of refuge." The beaver is also abundant, 
and, like the moose, appears to have thriven in the absence of their 
hereditary enemies. Grizzly bears were reported to be especially 
common on the Devil's Portage, but we did not meet with any. 

We spent altogether six days on the Devil's Portage crossing our 
outfit and framing a boat. We found that it would be impossible to 
cut out a track and haul our heavy wooden boat up the steep hills on 
the portage without wasting more time than we could well spare, 
and decided, somewhat reluctantly, to abandon it. To meet such an 
emergency I had provided myself, before leaving Ottawa, with a l\ig up c:mrns 

roll of stout canvas sewn up in the shape of a boat, and this we at hoat. 

once proceeded to put into shape. It was stretched on a stout plank 
hewn out of a small pine tree. Spruce poles, to which the canvas 
was firmly sewn, were used as gunwales, and willow. withes for ribs, 
..vhile slips to lay between the ribs and the canvas were rasily cut. 
·we painted the canvas with half a gallon of oil, which had been 
brought for the purpose, but this did not prevent it from leaking badly, 
and we were obliged to give it a second coat, made up of everything 
oleaginous which we still possessed. This mixture consisted of sperm 
candles, gun oil and bacon grease, stirred up with spruce gum, and 
proved effective in keeping out the water. Our new boat was not well 
adapted for running heavy rapids, especially where sudden turns had 
to be made to avoid rocks, but was quite serviceable in ordinary water 
and on easy riffles, and was, besides, light and easily portaged. 

Below the Devil's Portage for thirty or forty miles the river flows Urand Canon. 
through wha.t is ea.lied the Grand Canon, but is more correctly a succes-
sion of short canons with expanded basins between, filled with eddying 
currents. In low water the whole of this reach can be easily run in 
almost any kind of a boat, but in the season of high floods such as it 
was when we pa.ssed through, the water forcing it~ way through the 
throat-like contractions is t.hrown into a commotion too violent for any 
but the Rtaunchest boats to stand. The canon is reported to have been 
run in two hours, which would be at the rate of a.bout eighteen miles 
an hour, an astonishing velocity, but the time was probably underesti-



200 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 

mated. It took us several days to get through, but we were obliged 
to make a number of short portages and one of over three miles in 
length. 

DeRcent of We launched om· canvas boat and commenced the descent of the 
Grand Canon. Grand Canon on the 16th July. I had previously explored the river for 

some distance and knew t,hat we had nothing serious to encounter for 
several miles. The river is at first wide and incloses a number of 
islands. As we proceed the bordering banks close in, become higher 
and steeper, while the current runs with increasing impetuosity, until, 
rounding a bend, it breaks into foam against a barrier of rocks which 
intercepts its course. We passed this by a small portage and then con
tinued our headlong course down the riYet·, but were soon stopped 
again by lL succession of bad riffles. In the next couple of miles we 
ran through a number of wild places, the canvas boat riding the waves 
gallantly, but were forced to make one or two short portages and then 
enter a deep, gloomy defile, walled in by black vertical cliffs. The 
river here, is however, less boisterous and !lows with a steadier cur
rent. Part way down the canon a crmple of small islets with steep, 
rocky banks divide the stream into several channels. These were 
soon left behind, and then hurrying through a second narrow pass we 
came out on a wider portion of the river. In the next twelve miles 
the river is gen!Jrally wide and shallow and filled with gravel bars. 
The current is still swift, running at the rate of seven miles an hour, 
but the navigation is easy. 

Rapids of the At the end of this reach it benrls to the north, and striking violently 
Drowned. against some som hre cliffs which line the left hand bank, is deflected 

again to the east with the formation of what are known as the "Rapids 
of the Drowned." Here, one of the most dangerous spots on the river 
is formed by water plunging with its whole force, over a ledge of 
rock which curves outwards and downwards from the left hand bank, 
into a boiling chaudiere behind. 

Narneofrapid. 'rhe name of the rapid originated from the drowning at this point of 
a Hudson's Bay clerk uamed Brown, and a boat load of voyageurs. As 
the story goes, Brown, disregarding the advice of his steersman, 
insisted on running close to the northern bank, and the canoe plunging 
into the hole mentioned above was drawn under. 

We pas~ed the rapid by letting our boat down cautiously with a 
rope to the chaudiere, and then making a short portage. With a pro
per boat, however, no difficulty would be experienced in crossing the 
river above the rapid, and running down close to the right bank. 

Below the "Rapid of the Drowned" is a long riffle, Jown which we 
ran at an exciting pacP, aad then the river is closed in by a hard sand-
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stone bank, through a narrow gap in which it forces with dif
ficulty a stormy passage. An examination of this convinced me of the 
impossibility of running it at the present high stage of the water 
with a boat such a.s we possessed, and also disclosed the unwelcome 
fact that a number of similar obstructions existed ahead. In the 
next four miles the river is closely caiionecl in, five times, and falls over 
<t nu1nber of riffles. Only some ot these a.re dangerous, but we 
were forced to portage around the whole reach, owing to the steepness 
of the banks and the impossibility of getting down to the bottom of 
the valley, except at a few points. Three miles of rapid current fol- Hell Gate. 

lowed, and then we reached Hell Gate, so mimed because it is the en-
trance from below, to the wild portion of the river we have Leen 
<le>cending. At this point there is an '1.bandoned channel on the left-
hand side, which is navigable in high water, and affords an easy pas-
sage through. 

From the Devil's Portage to Hell Gate, the rocks noticed on the Rocks 

banks of the river consist mainly of shales, with bands of sandstone at hDet"'.
1
e,en . 

ev1 s 
intervals, and occasionally some limestone. Exposures of the latter oc- Por~e 
cut· a.t the east end of the Devil's P0rtage, where they are brought up and ellGate. 

by an anticline from below the shales. They are here grayish in 
colour, are moderately crystalline, and hold fragments of crinoids 
and other fossils, and evidently belong to the upper part of the Pa-
heozoic series of the mountains. This series was not observed far-
ther ca.st. The shales are usually rather hard and weather into hio-h 

• 0 

bold cliffs, which often border the river ou either side for miles with-
ont a break. They are da.rk in colour, and as a rule are rather coarse
ly laminated, but vary greatly in this respect and also in their texture. 
The shales undulate at all angles, and are continously exposed all the 
way down the cafi<Jn. They are interstratitied with a hard grayish and 
yellowish sandstone, and a dark compact limestone. The sandstone 
occurs in bands, which form constrictions where they cross the river, 
and in the adjoining country rise into high hills and ridges. The 
limestones associated with the shales are usually impure and occur as 
a rule in thin shaly beds, but h eavily bedded varieties were also 
obRerved at Hell Ga.te and at other places. 

No fossils were obtained in decending the canon until the "Rapids Triassic 

of the Drowned" were reacheJ, where the following species, since fossils. 

described or determined by Mr. Whiteaves and referred by him to the 
Trias, were obtained.* 

*Contributions to Canadian Palreontology, vol. I , Part II, pages 127-149. 
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Spiriferina boi·ealis, vVhiteaves. 
1'erebratitla Liardensis, " 
.JJf onotis o·rnlis, " 
Halobia ( Daonella) Lommelli, Wissman. 
!Ialobia occidentalis, \Vhiteaves . 
.Ncmtilus Diardensis, " 
Popanoceras McConnelli, " 
1'rachyceras Canadense, " 

Some miles farther down, at the lower end of the last canon before 
coming to Hell Gate, a second fossil locality was discovered which 
yielded the followiug species. 

Terebrat?da Liardensis, Whiteaves. 
Trigonodus ? productus, " 
Margarita 1'riassica, 
Popanoceras McConnelli, 

" 
" 

At Hell Gate, thrPe miles below the last, specimens were obtained 
of-

Tracltyceras Canadense, Whiteaves. 
Terebratula Liai·densis, " 

The localities from which Triassic fossils were obtained, extend along 
the river for ten miles, but it is highly probable that the rocks 
of this age have a much wider distribution than this and include 
the greater part of the barren shales above the "Rapids of the 
Drowned," as well as those below Hell Gate. It will require, however, 
more time than could be spared on a rapid reconnaissance, to separate 
precisely the shales which cap the Palreozoic from those of the Trias, 
and the latter from the Cretaceous. The three terranes are closely 
allied lithologically and will have to be defined largely from fossil 
evidence. 

HELL GATE '.L'O FoR'l' LIARD. 

Escaping from Hell Gate Canon, the river dilates as usual and is bor
dered by large eddies. Below these, it runs swiftly around a large 
island, and then enters a canon-like reach of the river ahont a mile 
long. The stream here is narrowed down to about a hundred and 
fifty yards in width, and flows easily between vertical banks three 
hundred feet high. This cnfion proved to be the last on the river, and 
from this point on the river has an uninterrupted flow, and presents no 
obstacles to n:ivigation until near its mouth. Five miles below the 
canon, the undulations in the shales and associated sandstones and 
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limestones cease, and at the same time the ridgy and hilly foot-hill 
district we have been passing through is replaced by a region of high 
irregular plateaux. 

The foot.bills along the Liard have a width of 38 miles; and are Foot-hills. 

characterized by a much greater irregularity in altitude than is usually 
the case. South of the Devil's Portage, Mount Prudence, a steep-sided, 
reddish looking mountain, rises abruptly from a surrounding of round 
topped hills to an estimated height of over 4000 feet. Going east from 
Mount Prudence, lower elevations prevail until near the "Rapids of 
the Drowned " where the ridges again commence to increase in eleva-
tion, and in a few miles culminate in peaks over 4000 feet high. Still 
going east they gradually diminish in importance and at last die away 
and are replaced by flat topped plateaux. This region with the excep-
tion of the higher peaks, is everywhere densely forested, chiefly with 
the white spruce, the Banksian pine and the aspen. 

After leaving the foot-hill country the river runs in a general direc- River east of 

tion of N. 30° E. for thirty miles. In this reach it has a steady cur- foot-hills. 

rent of about four miles and a-half an hour, and varies in width from 
five hundred yards to over a mile. In the wider portions the river is 
usually divided into several channels by islands and bars. The valley 
is narrow and trough-like, with steep sides rising up in place.-; to a 
height of fully a thournnd feet. The bottoms are usually small, and 
are here chiefly wooded by members of the poplar family. Some im-
portant tributaries are received by the Liar·d in this portion of its 
course, among which iE Crow H,iver, which joins it from the north 
after entering the plat.eau country, and Toad River, which comes in 
from the south through a deep gloomy valley fom miles farther down. 
Two miles below Toad l{iver, on the opposite side, is situated Toad 
River post, which was abandoned when the post on the Nelson was 
established. The buildings are still standing. 

The geology of the plateau belt is exceedingly simple. The banks Geology of 

of the valley are usually scarped, and show everywhere extensive sec- plateau belt. 

tions of ilat-Jying shal es. These shales are dark in colour, are soft and 
finely laminated, and a,re interstratified with small beds cf sandstone 
and ironstone, and la.vers of ironstone nodules. They are of Cretaceous 
age, but. their mo<le of junction with the Triassic ~hal es of the foot-
hills was not clea.rly ascertained. Some fossils were collected from 
this formation about four mile~ below Ton.cl River, among which are 
~pecimens of I'lacenticeras I'ereziannm, a species of Ccimptonectes, and 
fragments of an lnoceranms. Towards the eastern pa.rt of the plateau 
brlt, the shales along the river are overlain by massi ''e beds of soft sand-
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stone and conglomerate, which form a steep escarpment running 
parallel with the river. . 

At the end of the northerly reach just described, the river, here over 

a mile wide and filled with islands, bends suddenly at right angles to 
its former course, and after passing through a narrow gap, enters a 
much lower country. The steep scarped banks of the plateau district 
disappear, and are replaced by gently inclined hillsides covered with 
forest, while the river spreads out and flows for some miles in a multi
tude of channels through a bewildering maze of islands. 

The eastern edge of the plateau district faces eastward with a steep 
slope, and has a height of over a thousand feet. It runs nearly due 
north-and-south and forms an important feature in the general 
topography of the country. Where it crosses the river it shows 
exposures of soft conglomerates dipping lightly in an easterly direction. 
East of this escarpment Beaver River joins the Liard from the north. 

Beaver Rin·"· Tr1is is reported to be a fair sized stream and to be navigable for canoes 
for a long distance. It empties into the Liard behind a group of 

:Meet lmlian ' islands and we passed it without seeing it. Near the mouth we saw 
for tirs t ti•u ·. T 1· f h fi . . 1 . h h f h D 

MP<•tcrew 
of H.B. 
voy:igeur8. 

nc 1ans or t e rst time srnce eanng t e mout o t e ease. They 
belonged to Fort Liard, and were on their way up the Beaver to hunt. 
\Ve endeavoured to buy some meat from them, but found that they were 
totally unacquainted with the use of money, and as we were not 
supplied with trading goods, or, in fact, with anything except what we 
wore, it was found impossible to strike a bargain. 

East of the Beaver the Liard runs in a south-easterly direction for a 
few miles and makes a couple of sharp bends before joining the }J' elson. 
In the first of these bends we met a crew of Hudson's Biiy voyageurs 
in charge of 'vV. Lepine, who were endeavouring to make their way up 
the river to the mouth of the Dease. Lepine had been employed on 
the river as a guide, in the old days when goods were taken by this 
route to the Yukon, and was well acquainted with it. He brought 
news of a scarcity of provisions in the Mackenzie River District, and 

Send men hack this decided me to send my two men back up the 1·i ver with him, and 
up ri ver. to depend on the services of natives for canoemen in the future. 

Lepine had become disheartened by the continued high water and the 
difficulties of up-stream navigation, and when we met him talked of 
returning, but we induced him to persevere. A small spruce-bark 
canoe which an Indian and his wife built in the afternoon, in addition to 
the large birch canoe which he already possessed, furnished sufficient 
accommodation for his increased party, and on the 28th July, after a 
day's delay, he proceeded up the river. I afterwards learned that 
with the exception of one upset, caused by the unskilfulness of 
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T repanier, one of my men, the journey was successfully accomplished 
and Dease River reached in safety. 

After separating from Lepine I continueJ down the river to Fort 
Liard in the canvas boat, at first in company with an Indian, but for 
the greater part of the distance entirely alone. After starting we 
rounded a large bend and then continued in a northerly direction to 
the mouth of the Nelson, or east branch of the Liard. 

Nothing has been published concerning the Nelson [1888], but it is Nelson River. 
reported to be a somewhat sluggish ri' er of about one hundred and fifLy 
or two hundred yards in width. A hundred miles above its moqth is 
~ituated Fort Nelson, a Hudson's Bay trading post. Above the fort 
the river divides into two branches, one of which, named Buffalo River, 
turns west to the mountains, while the other continues on and interlocks 
with tributaries of Jfay River. 

*In 1872-73 a party of miners crossed from Peace River to the 
Liard by way of the Nelson on a prospecting trip. They descended 
Peace River to Half-way River, so called because it is half way 
between Rocky l\1ou11tain Portage and :Fort St. John, and ascended 
the latter partly in canoes and partly on the ice for a hundred miles. 
They then made a portage of twenty-five miles, and reached the 
Nelson, down which they slcdded for sixty miles, and then built 
hortts and came the rest of the way by water. ThPy only mention 
one portage of lialf a mile, but describe the river as flowing for a 
long distance auove Fort Nelson, between lofty banks of sandstone 
ancl shale. "Colours" of gold were obtained on the Li,Lrd at the mouth 
of tlie Nelson. 

At Foi·t Nelson some farming is annually done, and potatoes and l •'ort NelHon. 

other ,·egctables are grown without difficulty. The surrounding 
country is everywhere well forested, and is reported to produce a bet-
tPr grade of timber than any otlter part of the l\Iackenzie district. 

Below the N el~on the Liard has a general northerly dirf'ction for Liard below 

thirty miles, and then, bending more to the ea8t, follows a N. K course the Xelson. 

a" far as Fu1·t Liard, fifteen miles farther down, where I arrived on 
July 29th. In this reach it ha« undulating shore-lines, but is gt·ne-
rnlly \\ ide and filled with sandbars and wooded islands. It is bordered 
in many places with wide, alluvial flats, covered with tall , straight 
cottonwood, large spruce, and canoe birch. Its ''alley is wide and 
sho.llow and lined with gently sloping, spruce-clad banks. On some of 
the flats the Indians have built houses, and fenced in small plots for 
farwing purposes, for which the greater part of this section of the 

* Rxtracted from letter by l!'red. \V. Harte. 
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district seems well adapted. We passed one small Indian farm about 
Indirin farms. thirteen miles below the mouth of the Nelson, and another at the 

mouth of Fishing Creek, a few miles above Fort Liard, while others 
were noticed in the lower part of the river. 

Tributaries of The two principal tributaries of the Liard between the Nelson and 
Liarcl. Fort Liard are H.i viere la Biche and Black H.iver. The former enters 

it from the N.vV., about twenty miles below the Nelson, and the latter 
from the S.E. at Fort Liard. Black H.ive:: is the outlet of Lake 

Rocks east 
of plateau 
distri ct. 

Quaternary 
deposits. 

Bis-tch6, a la1·ge lake situated about 120 miles S.S.W. of Fort Provi
dence, and is reported to be navigable with difficulty throughout its 
entire course in high water. It will afford, with the Nelson a,nd Hay 
rivers, a ready means of entering and exploring the vast block of 
unknown country lying between the Liard and Peace River, the 
Mackenzie and the Rocky Mountains. 

Since leaving the plateau district the rock exposures observed along 
the river have been few and small, and consist of dark shales, alternat
ing with sandy shales and sandstones, all of Cretaceous age. Twelve 
miles below the Nelson an exposure of sandy shales and sandstone 
yielded an Ostrea like Ost1·ea subtrigonalis, and at the mouth of Black 
River, near Fort Liard, in a hard, crumbly shale, specimens of an 
Inoceramus were obtained, while the surface of the shale in some places 
is covered with well marked impressions of gigantic palm le:aves, 
probably belonging to t.he genus Sabal, which occurs in Vancouver 
Island in rocks of a similar age. 

The quaternary deposits in this part of the river are represented by 
stratified sands and gravels, immediately overlying the shales, and by 
gneissic erratics, which are distributed everywhere over the surface of 
the country, and in some places, as at the mouth of Ela.ck River, are 
present in great profusion. The western limit of the eastern drift 

E astern drift. along the Liard, judging from the river section, appears to be nearly 
coincident with the eastern edge of the plateau district, although 
gneissic fragments were found in the mountains opposite Fort Liard at 
a somewhat highe1· elevation. 

Rocky Thirty miles below the Nelson, the Liard approa.ches, and for the 
l\fouutains. fi ·1 h l l h · f - h" I next seventy- ve m1 es ugs c ose y a c am o mountams w ic 1 may 

be considered as a northern division of the Rocky Mountain system, 
and as the complement of the chain around the northern end of which 

Absence of the Liard passes west of the Devil's Portage. The mountains are not 
foot.-hills. 

fringed with a belt of foot-hills, such as usually a.ccompany them in 
other places, but rise [Lbruptly from an almost level plain, and attain 
at once the full height of about 4000 feet. The folds and fracture to 
which the mountains are due also seem to die away with startling 
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rapidity. The Liard for fifteen miles above Black River, cuts at a 
distance of two to five miles directly across the strike of the ranges, 
and yet the beds ~long its valley wherever seen are practically undis-
turbed. While waiting at Fort Liard I climbed one of the ranges to Clirn\J ranges. 

a height of 3000 feet, but obtained little geological information. The 
rocks were only exposed in a few places, and where seen consisted of 
westerly-dipping unfossiliferous chert and cherty limestone. Gneissic 
fragments apparently belonging to the eastern drift were found up to a 
height of over 1500 feet. I obtained, however, an extensive view \'i0 w frmn top 

from the summit, over the plains to the eastward. The country in that of rnountain$. 

direction rises gradually from the river in easy undulations, and appears 
to culminate at a distance of twenty-five or thirty miles in a low 
plateau through which Black River has cut a wide gap. A dense forest, 
relieved in places by gleaming lakes and light green marshes, stretches 
to the horizon. To the north and north-west the eye is met by a suc-
cession of bare topped and nearly parallel limestone ridges striking 
about N. 20° W. and reaching elevations of from 4000 to 5000 feet. 

"Fort Liard is at present the only fort on the Liard below the mouth 
of the Dease, and is resorted to for trading purposes by about two 
hundred Indians, most of whom are known as Nahanni or Mountain 
Indians. Under this term are included a number of tribal divisions of 
the Tinneh family, but the names of these I was unable to obtain. They 
are reported to be fast dying off. The fort is situated on a fertile flat, 

• part of which has been cultivated for years wit.h unfailing success. Agricultural 

Wheat and barley are grown here year after year, while potatoes, cab- resources. 

bages, turnips and other vegetables are raised without the least difficulty. 
At the time of my visit, lRt August, all the crops were well advanced 
and in good condition; the barley was just turning colour, and the 
potatoes were almost large enough to eat. There is no reason, either 
climatic or otherwise, why the whole country bordering the Liard, 
from Beaver River to near its mouth, should not, when needed, support 
an agricultural community. 

[Near Fort Liard the Liard River crosses the Eastern boundary of 
British Columbia. All that part of J\fr. J\foOonnell's reµort, as origin
ally printed, that relates to the Mackenzie Valley proper is here 
omitted.] 

RAT RIVER. 

Fort Macpherson was reached on the 25th of June, and as the Mac- Reach Fort 

kenzie steamer from which I expected to obtain supplies was not ex- Macpherson. 

pected down until the lOth of July, a short trip was made up Rat 
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River while awaiting its arrival. At the fort I was informed that 
neither boats nor canoes could be obtained west of the mountains, but 
that the boat I had used on the Mackenzie might he portaged across 
by taking it up Rat River and then through the MacDuugal pass to 
Bell River on the other side. This plan was adopted, and five Indians 
were sent to try and take it across. They made the portage in seven 
days. 

Rat River is represented in Isbister's map of Peel River, published 
in 1845, in the jeurnal of the Royal Geographical Society, as rising on 
the western side of the Rocky Mountains and flowing directly across 
them. This error was probably caused by the same name being used 
by the Indians to designate the two streams flowing east and west 
from the summit of the range. Rat River (east) discharges its waters 
by two mouths. The north branch empties into one of the delta 
streams of the Mackenzie, and has not yet been explored, while the 
south branch joins Peel River about nine miles below Fort Macpherson. 
When Peel River is in flood the current in the south branch is 
reversed. 

Rat River for some miles above its mouth, winds through a fiat 
alluvial plain, forming part of the Peel-Mackenzie delta. Its width is 
about fifty yards, and the current is uniform and easy. Above this 
reach it enters a lake region, and for several miles connects by short 
channels a number of small irregular-shaped willow-fringed lakes 
lying in shallow depressions in the delta. West of the lake region the. 
declivity of the stream rapidly increaseR, and a few hours hard paddling 
brought us to the foot of a series of strong rapids which marks the 
beginning of the ascent towards the mountains. Leaving our canoe 
here we tramped eight miles across a marshy plain to the foot of toe 
first range, our objective point. For part of the way we travelled along 
the top of a low narrow ridge, which is probably of morainic origin 
and is composed, so far as I could learn from the surface, of quartzite 
pebbles and boulders carried eastward from the mountains. 

The eastern range of the Rockies where broken through by Rat 
River, has a nearly north-and-south trend, and rises to an elevation of 
about 2800 feet. It is built throughout of evenly bedded hard sand
stones and quartzites, dipping to the east at an angle of about 30°. 
No fossils were found in rocks in sit~~, but in the wash of Long-stick 
Creek, a tributary of Rat River, which descends from the same range 
and was crossed on the way, .Ammonites and other fossils of Cretaceous 
age were found. These occur in angular sandstone blocks, evidently 
derived from the neighbouring mountains, and I have little doubt 
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characterize the formation of which the latter are composed. No 
limestones, gneisses or granites, were observed. 

A sub-angular gneissic boulder, representing the eastern drift, was Eastern drift. 

found on the eastern slope of the mountains at a height of 1500 feet. 

PEEL °RIVER PORTAGE. 

On July 1 Oth I decided not to waste any more time waiting for the 
steamer, as it was impossible to tell how long it might be delayed, and 
to trust to the chance of finding supplies at "Rampart House. I had 
sent part of my outfit across by some Indians who were returning to 
Lapierre House, and Mr. Hodgson, after some trouble, succeeded in Indian 

engaging five others to accompany me and to carry the remainder. The packers. 

ordinary load for an Indian on this portage is 40 pounds, exclusive of 
blankets and supplies for the trip, and the tariff for t.his load is fifteen 
skins, or seven dollars and a-half, paid in goods. The portage is about 
sixty miles long, and from four to five days are occupied in the trip. 

We left the fort late in the afternoon, and ascending the river for a L eave Fort 

mile and a-half, landed on the opposite side and strapped on our ::\facpherson. 

packs, while some dogs owned by the Indians were loaded so heavily 
that they were unable t.o climb the bank of the river and had to be 
assisted up. After leaving the river we marched for three miles through a 
thick spruce forest, and then n •ached the steep edge of a terrace about 'fprraces at 

one hundred and fifty feet high, up which we climbed. From the top of ~~~~:;,~:.<tins. 
the terrace, a swampy plain destitute of trees1 but covered with willows 
chiefly of the species Salix arctica and S. glauca, stretches west for 
nearly four miles, and then a second slope, longer and higher than the 
first, has to be ascended, at the summit of which the barometer regis-
tered a height of twelve hundred feet above the river at the fort. At this 
elevat,ion the forest has ceased, and the shrubs which occur so abun-
dantly on the first terrace have almost disappeared, and are only 
represented by an occasional st,unted specimen of the arctic willow 
(S. arctica). A small larch (.Larix Americana) still survives, but 
barely attains a height of six or eight feet and a diameter of one to 
two inches. 

From the second slope a wide plain reaches westwards to the moun-
tains. The walking here is exceedingly difficult, as the surface is Difficult 

covered with the rounded grassy sods which go in the country by the walking. 

name of Tetes des femmes. These project a foot or more above the 
clayey soil, and are the cause of constant stumbling, which becomes 
somewhat exasperating when one is weighted down with a pack. An 
attempt to walk on the top of the mounds soon becomes excessively 
fatiguing, on account of the irregular length of the strides, and a 

14 
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slight miscalculation as to distance precipitates the unlucky traveller 
down into the muddy depths between. When down, the resolve is 
usually made, and adhered to for awhile, to keep to the lower leVf~ls, 
but the effort required to step over the intervening hillocks presents 
obvious disadvantages of a different kind. 

A walk of five hours, at the rate of about a mile and a-half an 
hour, brought us to a deep valley occupied by a swift mountain 
stream, which we forJed, and then camped on the opposite bank. 
This stream, half a mile below camp, joins a small river which falls 
into Peel River three or four miles above the fort. Its channel is 
filled with sandstone, and quartzite slabs derived from its banks and 
from the neighbouring mountains. 

On the llth we climbed out of the valley, and, following up the 
main stream, soon reached the "Gap" from which it emerges from 
the mountai11s. A halt of a couple of hour::i was called here for the 
purpose of allowing the Indians to add to their store of provisions 
by killing a mountain sheep wl.Jich one of them observed on a ledge 
above. The hunt was successful, and the victim proved to be the 
interesting Ovis Montani, var. Dalli. This animal resembles the 
bighorn of the Rocky Mountains to the south in form, but is much 
smaller, weighing SGarcely a hundred pounds, and its hair, instead of 
being tawny, is almost a pure white. The change in colour and size 
towards the north is evidently a gradual one, as the saddle-backed 
sheep of the upper Yukon presents charactflrs intermediate between 
the two extreme varieties. 

At the "Gap" the pass through the mountains is eight to ten miles 
in width, but gradually contracts as we advance, and at our second 
camp, six miles from the mouth, was reduced to about two miles. 
The inclosing mountains are regular in outline and somewhat tame in 
appearnnce, and rise to elevations above the valley from one thousand 
to two thousand five hundred feet. The bottom of the valley and 
the lower slopes of the mountains are clothed with coarse grasses and 
mosses, above which project naked and often precipitous quartzite 
cliffs. The stream which occupies the valley at the present time is 
insignificant in size, and is doing little or no erosive work, and this 
great cleft through the hard quartzit,e strata is evidently the product 
of an earlier age, marked by a much greater precipitation than the 
present one. 

Wide valley. From our second camp a walk oE two miles brought us through the 
first range and out on a wide longitudinal v11Jley which traverses the 
mountains in a nearly north-and-south direction. The stream we 
had been following up divides here into two branches, and the prin-
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cipal one, reduced now to a large sized brook, bends away to the 
south. After leaving it the trnil leads up a long slope covered with 
Tetes des femmes, and then directly across the valley to an opening 
in the range ahead. On the farther sicie of the valley we reached 
and followed up for a couple of miles a small stream which runs north 
to Rat River, and directly afterwards crossed the watershed between 
the ~1ackenzie and the Yukon and commenced our descent to the 
latter. The watershed bas an elevation measured by the barometer Elevation of 

of 2600 feet above the starting point on Peel River, or about 2650 watershed. 

above the sea, while the neighbouring mountains rise about a thousand 
feet higher. 

Two miles west of the watershed the mountains t urn suddenly to 
the north, and the westward-flowing stream which we were following 
plunges down a steep decline of fully 1200 feet. At the base of this 
declivity it is joined by a large tributary from the south, which swells 
it to a small river. At the confluence of the two streams is a large 
flat covered with small groves of the white spruce (Picea alba.). The 
elerntion here is over a thousand feet higher than the point at wliich 
this tree disappeared on the eastern side of the range. 

From the foot of the mountains a high table-lnnd, swelling occasion- IIi h 

a! ly into considerable eminences, stretchPs to the westward. Through tah1e-land. 

this plateau the branch of Bell River down which the trail lead~ has 
cut a wild and gloomy chasm fully a thousand feet deep. The walls 
of the canon are formed of flat-lying sandstones and hard quartzites, 
and are naked and precipitous above, but fall away in easier slopes 
below. The bottom of the valley is generally soft and marshy, but 
hard gravelly tr.rraces, affording good walking, are occasionally crossed. 
Seven miles from the head of the canon a large stream comes in from 
the right, and two miles and a-half farther on a second and more 
impetuous one pours into the main stream from the same direction. 
After crossing the latter we camped on some firm ground on the 
farther side. 

On the 13th we continued our way down the canon. Three miles 
from camp the river washes up against the walls on the right hand 
side, and the trail, which has hitherto folJowed the right bank, crosses 
over to the left. The ford is a difficult one, as the stream is here deep 
and rapid, and its channel is paved with treacherous qual'tzite boulders. 
The greatest caution is necessary in crossing, as a stumble or false step Mo<l<;i of 

would almost certainly be fatal to one encumbered with a heavy pack. ~~~~~~~!, 
In fording these swift mountain torrents, it is customary to adopt a 
comtnunistic plan. The party line up behind a long pole, and keeping 
a firm hold of it advauce into the stream abreast. In this case the 

Ht 
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person above sustn,ins the full brunt of the current, but is held up by 
those below, an<l a stumbler receives the support of those who havP 
kept their footing. 

Two miles and lt-half below the ford the flanking plateau drops ~md
denly several hundred feet in elevation, and the c:dion disappears. A 
second crossing is necessary here, as the river after escaping from the 
confining walls of the canon Lends away to the south. At this point 
the river is wide and shitllow, and the crossing was made without diffi
culty. The stony banks were gay with the yellow flowers of Set1ecio 
luyens. Four miles farther on the river is again encountered return
ing from its southern bend, and is crossed for the last time. The river 
is bordered here by a marshy fiat, about two· miles in width, through 
which we waded. Beyond the marsh the trail winrls up the steep edge 
of a high terrace, and t.hen a four mile tra~p across a succession of 
muskegs, brought us to the end of tbis stage of our journey, and we 
thankfully threw down our packs on the banks of Bell River. 

The Rocky l\fountains, along the Peel River portage, present fen,tures 
which differ greatly from those which characterize them farther to the 
south. They consist here essentially of two ranges, separated by a 
wide longitudinal valley, and flanked on either side by high platen,ux. 
The eastern range has a width of seven miles, and its higher peaks 
were estimated to reach an altitude of 2500 feet above the level of the 
pass, or about 4000 feet above the sea. The western range is much 
narrower, and north of the pass does not exceed four miles in width, 
but spreads out somewhat more towards the south. The valley of Peel 
River, which skirts the eastern base of the range, is fully 1200 feet 
lower than the valley of Rat River on the western side, n,nd the drain
age of the mountains is mostly towards the former. 

The geological section obtained is somewhat imperfect, as our scanty 
supplies allowed of no delay, but sufficient was learnt to show that 
the range has on the whole an anticlinal structure, although the gene
ral anticline is obscured in places by subordinate folds, and is probably 
broken by faults. In the eastern plateau the beds are nearly horizon
tal, but approaching the mountains they incline gently to the east
wards, and in the centre of the eastern r<tnge have dips of from 30° to 
70° in the same direction. In the western range the sa,me <lip prevails, 
but the inclination is much less, and the beds flatten out when the 
mountains are replaced by the elevated western plateau. The horizon
tal attitude is maintained for some miles, but before reaching the west
ern edge of the plateau the beds bend down and dip gently to the 
west. 
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No limestones were observed along this section, and the rocks con
sist of sandstones, quartzites and shale~, all of which am probably re
ferrable to the Cretaceous. At the starting point on Peel Hiver the 
banks <tre formed of shales, interbedded with some bard sanc.htones hold
ing carbonized fragments of wood and leaves. In the first fourteen 
miles the beds are concetiled, but shales and sandstones are again ex
posed on the banks of the valley in which we made our first camp. 
Some fossils were collected here, among which is a Discina, like D. Fossils. 

pileolus, Whiteaves, a Jfactra and a Yoldia, both of which are pro-
bably new, but the specimens are too imperfectly preserved to admit 
uf specific determination. 8ix miles farLlicr west, at the entrance to 
the "Gap," the trail passes over beds of a bluish, rather compact 
calcareous s;mdstone. The beds arc coated in places with l:alc-spar, are 
highly ferruginous, and weather to a rusty yPllow. A Cardinm and 
some other poorly preserved fossils were obtained here. In the valley 
uf the river the sandstones are underlain by dark shales. After enter-
ing the mountains, only alternating sandstones and quartzites were 
seen. The beds of this series are grayish in colour, are evenly strati-
fied and are very uniform in appearance all across the range. They 
have an estimated minimum thickness of 5000 feet, and may possibly 
greatly exceed Lhis. The western plateau is built of compact grayish 
sandstones, passing in places into quartzites, similar to those found in 
the mountains and evidently belonging to the same formation. 

Both Isbister and Petitot mention limestone, schists, and granites, as No limestones 

being found in this section of the mountains, but these rocks were not ~~·,;:~1~1~~f;, 8'.n 
seen in the section examined by me, nor were pebbles derived from 
them found in the wash of any of the streams which we crossed. In 
the valley of the :Mackenzie, however, the Devonian limestones imme-
diately underlie the sandstones and shales of the Cretaceous, n.nd it is 
highly probable that in parts of the range the disturbn.nce has been 
sufficient to bring these to the surface. 

On arriving at Bell River, we crossed over to Lapierre House, Lapierre 

which is situated on a flat on the western side, but found the post Hou>e. 

deserted by all but Indians, the officers in charge haYing left some 
time before for Fort Macpherson. Lapierre House is simply an outpost 
of Fort Macpherson, and is kept up principally to faciliate the transit 
of goods and furs across the mountains, although some trading is also 
done both with the Loucheux and t"!:ie Eskimo. It has been in exis-
tence about thirty-five years. No farming of any kind is attempted 
either here or at Fort Macpherson. 

The boat which I had sent across the mountain by the McDougal Prepare for 

d fi d l d h d · d · · · l <1P8cent of the Pas~, I was gla to n 1a reac .e its estrnat10n m goot order, and Porcupine. 
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no time was lost in preparing for the descent of Bell River and the 
Porcupine. My crew down these rivers consisted, beside myself, of 
one man, an Orkneym1m and ex-cmploye of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany named Skee, whom I met at Fort Macpherson on his way out 
of the country, and was fortunately able to induce to come with me 
and go out by the way of the Yukon. 

The upper part of Bell River has not been explored. At the fort it 
is a small sluggish stream of forty or fifty yards in width, and a cur
rent of less than two miles an hour. The ba.nks are low and alluvial, 
and the bordering region is covered with willows, birch, aspen and 
spruce belonging to the sa.me species as those noticed east of the moun
tains. Below Lapierre House, Bell River runs a few degrees east of 
south for seven or eight miles, and then bending to the south-west 
flows by Sinclair's Rock with a somewhat accelerated current, and con
tinues on in the same direction to Stony River, a stream nearly equal 
in size to itself. From Stony River its course is north-west, or nearly 
opposite to its direction in the first reach, for seven or eight miles, and 
then it bends gradually around to the south-west and keeps this course 
until it empties into the Porcupine. Its length from Lapierre House 
to its mouth is about thirty miles. Besides Stony River, which comes 
in from the left, it receives a short clista.ncc farther down, from the 
same side, the waters of Eagle River, a stream of about a hundred 

·feet in width. Below its junction with i,hcse two streams Bell River 
becomes considerably enla.rged, and in its lower part. expands to about 
a hundred yards in width. No rapids were met with below Lapierre 
House, and the current seldom exceeds three miles an hour, and is 
usually much slower. 

The valley of Bell River is shallow, and no rock-sections occur in 
the banks below Lapierre House until the cliff at Sinclair's Rock is 
reached. At this point the river cuts through a range of hills, and 
coarse arenaceous shales are uncovered, which probably represent an 
extension of the same beds that in the mountains are hardened mto 
quartzites. The s~1ales are unevenly bedded, and under the influence 
of the weather crumble into a talus of sha'rp, angular fragments. For 
some miles below Sinclair's Rock the bank~ are formed of alluvial 
clays and sands, but shales are again exposed about half <L-mile below 
Eagle River. The beds here are softer and darker in colour than those 
found in Sinclair's Rock, and are better stratified and separated into 
thinner laminre. They alternate with some beds of sandstone and 
ironstone. The dip is S. 65° W. < 20°. Beds of a similar character 
are exposed again four miles farther down. Here they are horizontal 
when first seen, but in a short distance bend down and assume a. verti-
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cal attitude. Below this point dark fosile shales, a ltern1.tting occasion
ally with beds of sandstone and ironstone, undulate at all angles in 
the bank of the river, and are almost continuously expesed until with
in a few miles of the mouth of the river, when they are overlain and 
concealed by recent clays and sa,nds. 

The rocks ex posed along Bell River are unfossiliferous, but are 
closely related lithologically to the Cretaceous shales and sandstones of 
the Lower Mackenzie and the mountains, and I have little hesitation 
in referring them to the same horizon. 

PORCUPINE RIVER. 

BELL RIVER TO DRIF'l'WOOD RIVER. 

Very little information was available in regard to the Porcupine P
1 

'?rcnpine 
{1\'er. 

before the present exploration was undertaken. Short accounts de-
rived from hearsay evidence, are given by Richardson and others, but 
it was not personally visited by any of the numerous travellers who 
have written of the Mackenzie and the Yukon, although it has been 
used by the Hudson's Bay Company as a trade route since 1847, and 
its navigation presents no special difficulty. 

The Porcupine heads within thirty miles of the Pelly-Yukon, ap
proximaLely in la,titude 65° 30' N., and after describing a gre>1t semi
circular curve to the north-east, falls into the same rivet· a hundred 
and fifty miles farther down. At its most easterly point it approaches 
within eighty miles of the Mackenzie, but it is separated from it by 
the main range of the Rocky Mountains. Its total length approxi
mates to five hundred miles. 

The upper part of the Porcupine was explored by Mr. Ocril vie in the Exploratio~• of 
-

0 the Po1·cupme. 
early part of the present summer. Ogilvie reached the head of the 
river by a winter traverse from the Pelly-Yukon, and descended it as 
far as tlie mouth of Bell River. An account of this part of the river 
will be found in his report. The present description treats of the part 
below Bell River. 

From Bell Ri \'er to Driftwood River, a distance of about thirty miles Character of 
· · h l" b t f t b h f h · h p thePorcupine. m a sLra1g t me, u over or y y t e course o t e river, t e orcu-
pine bas a general north-westerly trend, but makes a couple of minor 
bends to the north-east. Its width varies from one hundred and fifty 
to two hundred yards, and its current barely averages two miles an 
hour. The valley is generally rather wide and shallow, but at one 
point about ten miles below Bell River, becomes somewhat contracted, 
and for some miles has the appearance of a wide canon, The banks 



Cretaceous 
section. 

216 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA, 

here are high and steep, and are formed of broken fragments of hard 
quartzite. Below the contraction it resumes i ts usual character. The 
bordering country is very uneven and swells in places into hills and 
ridges, most of which appear to have a northerly trend. None of the8e 
el<·vations attain any considerable altitude, and like the lowlands tl1Py 
are clothed with the same monotonous forest of spruce and aspen which 
has been so often described. 

Jn this reach the river cuts tlwough a very interesting series of Ore
tacf'ous beds, but the haste with which we were travelling prevented 
me from examining these in as satisfactory a manner as might be de
sired. In the first ten miles below the mouth of Bell River, alluvial 

Sandts~one and sands and clays form the hanks of the valley, and then lmnl sandstones 
quar z1te 
series. and quarlzites appear, and are continuously exposed for the next three 

Shale seri~s . 

Hand"tone, 
quartzite and 
conglomer:tte 
series. 

miles. The sand--tones are gniyish in colour, very hard, and pass 
gradually into ,i compact quartzite. In weathering they break into 
sluwp angubr fragm ents, and the lower slopes of the banks are covered 
with a steep talus of this material. The dip here is Heady east, and 
the rocks exposed have a thickness of between three and four thousand 
feet. 

The ~andstone series is succeeded and nnclerlain by <lark shales inter
beddecl with ironstone. The shales have a, light easterly dip, and an 
approximate thickneRs of eight hundred feet. They yielded some fossils, 
among which is a very large belemnite, a finely ribhecl Yentricose 
sc11phite, which has some resemblance to Scaphites veritricosus, and a 
peculiar ammonitoid shell, which shows :i ribbed central portion, while 
the outer whorl is quite smooth. ~fr. \\Thiteaves :;tates that the fos
sils are probably Benton, but the specimens are too imperfect to make 
the correlation certain. 

The shales are exposed for about a mile, and are then replaced by 
shales, hard shaly sandstones and quartzites, interstratified with occa
sional conglomeritic beds. The sandstones are often somewhat greenish 
on 11 fresh fracture, but weather to a yellowish or rusty colour. These 
beds are brought up by a light easterly dip from beneath the shales, 
and occur in frequent exposures for a distance of two miles. They 
have a minimum thickness of two thousand feet. Some of the shaly 
sandstones of this series are fossiliferous, affording numerous speci
mens of an Ostrea, along with a Pecten, a Rhynclwnella and an appar
ently undescribed species of I'teria. These fossils do not afford any 
definite proof in regard to the age of the formation, but are not at 
variance with its reference to the Dakota, to which the stratigraphical 
evidence would assign it. 
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Continuing down the river, an interval of about a mile occurs in 
which the beds are concealed, and then sandstones are again exposed, 
forming the floor of a wide she! viug beach on the right-hand side of 
the river. The dip is still easterly, and the descending section has 
evidently been continuous. The sandstone here is a hard grayish 
variety, and in its compact texture it approaches a quartzite. It is 
fossiliferous, and some of the beds are cuvered with casts of Aucella Aucella beds. 

mosgiiensis var. concentrica, the characteristic fos~il of the Queen Char-
lotte Islands formation. This formation occurs in British Columbia, 
at the base of the Cretaceous, and has been referred by Mr. \Vliiteaves, 
on fossil evidence, to a position immediately below the Dakota, a ref-
erence which is apparently justified by the facts detailed in the section 
just described. 

Below the point on the river at which the Aucella beds are exposed, 
the section becomes so confused and is interrupted by so many con
cealed intervals, that it was found impossible to follow closely the 
sequence of the terranes. 

A mile and a-half below the Ancella beds, yellowish-weathering 
shales and sandstones are exposed, which probably belong to the same 
series. The easterly dip, which has been maintained for so long, Chang-Pof <lip. 

changes here, and the inclination of the beds becomes more variable, 
nm] is not infret1uently to the west. The sandstones are follower! after 
nn i11terval ·of three miles by black bituminous looking shaleR, the 
relations of which are somewhat obscure, and tlwse by ft hard Mnglom-
erate, tbc dip of which is to the south. Five miles farther down fer-
ruginous rusty-weathering slialeR, striking nearly east-and-west, and 
dipping up stream, are again exposed. The beds first seen are very 
fissile, and are lighter cololll'ed than is usually the case, but are under-
lain by a black carbonaceous variety resembling the Devonian shales 
seen along the Grand View on the Mackenzie. Fragments of a 
bracbiopod shell were collected here, but the specimens are too inde-
finite for determination. 

The shales are underlain by a great thickness of yellowish-coloured 
coarse-textured conglomerate, occurring in massive beds and lying in Coarse 

an almost horizontal position. The pebbles of this conglomrrate, be- conglomerate. 

sides the usual quartzose and slate varieties, include boulders of lime-
stone often exceeding a foot in diameter. A high range of hills, which 
follows the left bank of the valley for some miles, is evidently built of 
this rock. 

The conglomerate is succeeded by soft bluish-looking shales, but the Bluish Rhales. 

jum:tion of the two formations was not observed. The shales after a 
,_hurt interval, are conce1iled, but reappear four miles farther clown, 
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:ind are replaced shortly afterwards by the conglomerates with which 
they are associated. The latter evidently constitute the local base of 
the Creta.ceous, as they are underlain by hard bluish unfossiliferous 
dolomites dipping at high anglP-s, which have a decided Palreozoic ap
pearance. 

Below the dolomites the section is again interrupted for a short dis
tance, and the next exposures show soft, bluisli, lightly undulating 
shales, similar to those seen farther up. The slrnles are interstratif:ied 
with some harder calcnrenus strat::i, the surfaces of which are occa~ion
ally blackened with cnrbonized frngr.nentR of ]~aves. The shales form 
the banks as far as Driftwood Rirnr and beyond. 

The section ob'tained in the re:ich of the Porcupine between the 
mouth of Bell River and the Driftwood rrnty be <>ummarized as con
sisting in descendi11g order of three to four thousand feet of b8,rren 
quartzites ttnd sandstone, a band of dark shales, probaLly of Benton age, 
and a great series of sandstone shales and conglomerates, characterized 
by holding Aucella mosqtiensis rnr. concentrica, the base of which was 
not. determined. The conglomerates and shale:s which alternate with 
one another in the lower part of the reach, may possibly represent in a 
somewhat modified condition, the two lower divisions just enumernted, 
but their relations were not definitely ascertained. They form the base 
of the Cretaceous, as Pal::eozoic limestone rises from beneath them in 
the higher undulations. 

DRIFTWOOD RIVER '.I.'O 'fHE HEAD OF THE RAMPARTS. 

Below Driftwood River, the Porcupine makes a sudden bend of seve-
the Porcupine ral miles to the north, and then turning to the west it follows a gene-
:ge;if~~vood ral bearing of about 15° south of west to the head of thP Ramparts. 
River. The distance between these two points, measured in a straight line, is 

about fifty miles, but measured along the tortuous course of the river, 
exceeds seventy-five miles. The river in this reach has a wiclth of 
from two to three hundred yards. No rapids were met with, and the 
current does not average over two miles an hour. Alluvial islands 
occur at long intervals, and sand and gravel bars are more numerous 
than in the upper part. The valley varies from one to two hundred 
feet in depth, and occasionally expands to over three miles in width, 
and in such cases incloses large wooded fiats. The volume of the Por
cupine is swelled in this reach by two considerable tributaries, be
sides a number of smaller slreams. Old Crow River enters it from 
t.he north n,bout half way down, all(.l Blue-fish River from the south a 
few miles above the head of the Ramparts. The bordering region is 
undulating and wooded, and is broken below the Old Crow River by a 
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short range culminating in high b:tre peaks, the summits of which 
attain elevations of over two thousand feet above the river. This 
range has been called the Old Crow mount,ains, after a Loucheux chief 
of that name, in whose hunting grounds they are. The outlines of a 
number of similar ranges, all apparently independent of one another, 
were observed cutting the horizon at various points. 

The geological section becomes much simpler below Driftwood Geological 

River. Soft bluish shales, with occasion[l,l harder calcn.reous layers, section. 

are exposed at the mouth of the river, and again three miles lower 
down. They are nearly horizontal, but can be seen to un<lulale slightly 
in the banks. They are succeeded [l,nd underlain by a band of hard 
sandstones and quartzites, which are white on a fresh fracture, but 
weather to a bright conspicuous yellow. A mile farther down the 
quartzite band folds over a sudden anticlinel, the central part of which 
consists of a hard, compact bluish limestone, alternating with a more 
shaly variety of the same rock. The harder limestone beds h:we a 
cracked appearance, and are covered with a network of reticulating 
calcite veins. They are filled in places with beoken crinoid stems and 
other fossils, and are undoubtedly Palreozoic. The contact between the 
limestones and the overlying Cretaceous rocks has the appearance 
from the river of being slightly disco1·dant. 

The anticlinal swell just referred to projects above the surface as a R<>c~nt distur

hill, and affords evidence in itself of the comparn.tively recent. age of bane<". 

the disturbance which produced it, if denudation be [l,Ccepted as a. 
measure of time. The curve of the strata is still unbroken by denu-
dation, although the fractured condition of the beds shows that they 
were bent near the surface and not under any great pressure. 

Three miles below the anticline the same bluish shales which are 
exposed above it commence again, and are shown in all the scarped 
ba.nks until within a short distance of Fishing River. They a.re hori
zontal, or are subject to almost inappreciable <lip~. As we descend the 
river they become much softer and lose the fissile shaly cleavage 
which characterized them where first seen. Interstr[l,tified with the 
shales are occasional harder beds of dark sandstones, which pass in 
some instances into a conglorneritic condition. The sandstones often 
show well nrnrked slicken:;ided surfaces, a feature somewhat unusmtl Slickensided 

in soft apparently undisturbed strata and the J'oinoa"e planes arc "urfaces in , ' o horizontal 
occasionn.lly linel with a thin film of a pinki:;h mineral, the identit.y strata. 

of which has not been made out. Broken coaly particles form a 
constituent of the shales in some places, but no lignite beds were 
seen. Limestone concretion~, ranging in size up to six feet in <liam-
etPr, and either arranged in linPs or scattered irregularly through 
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the shales, are abundant in some of the sections, and hold fragments 
of bones and pieces of the test and occasionally entire specimens of a 
large Inoceranms. 

The recent dt>posits . overlying the shales consist of alluvial silts, 
sands, clays and gravels, and no boulder-clays or other beds referable 
to the glacial period are seen after leaving the Mackrnzie. 

Half a mile above Fishing H,iver the dark Cretaceous shales are 
overlain unconformably by soft, scarcely stratified, whitish and yel
lowish clays and sands. No fossils were found in these beds, but 
they evidently represent some horizon in the Tel'tiary, and their 

Tertiary beck stra.tigraphical relations would con·elate them with the Bear H.iver 
TerLiary beds of the Mackenzie, which have been referred by Sir 
William Dawson, on the evidence of their flora, to the Laramie. Two 
miles below the fil'st exposure, Tertiary beds are again shown in a 
scarped bank on the left-band side of the rfrer. They consist here 
of yellowish and whitish sands and sandstones, interbe<lded with a 
grayish, rather hard conglomerate, mn.<le up of quartzite pebbles, 
fragments of shale, and scales of a silvery micaceou~ schist, unlike 
any rocks which I have seen in the country. In the next few miles 
the coloured Tertiary rocb are expOSP,(] at all the bends of the river. 
Eight miles above the muuth of Old Crow H.iver they are raised 
up by an anticline, and the bluish shales and sandstones of the 
Cretaceous appear unconformably bt>neath them. The Cretaceous 
beds are marked here with numerous impres~ions of a large Inocera
mus, some of which exceed three feet. in length, but. the crumL!ing 
character of the rock prevented me from obtaining ;;pecimens. 

Re-appear
ance of 
Cret:>ceottH, 

Old Crow 
l\Iountains. 

The Cretaceous shales have a very limited exposure here, and are 
ag~iin replaced in the course of a few hundred yards by the Tertiary. 
Two mile~ below the Cretaceous outcrop, a small bed of shaly lignite 
was observed among the Tertiary beds exposed on the banks. 

At the mouth of Old Crow H,iver, the dark shales of the Cretaceous 
again rise to the surface and outcrop along the right bank for a short 
distance. They are brought up here by the same disturbance to 
which the Old Crow Mountains, which are directly opposite, owe 
their existence. 

The Old Crow Mountains were not examined closely, but they 
appear to belong to the same system of anticlinal uplifts examples 
of which are met with so frequently in the valleys of both the Porcu
pine and the Mackenzie. The lower slopes of the range show dark 
shales of Cretaceous age, while the higher peaks, judging by the wash 
in the streams which desce~d from them, are built principally of hard 
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quartzites similar to those which characterize the Cretaceous farther 
up the riYer. 

Two miles below the mouth of Old Crow River, the Porcupine bends Re-ent<H' 

to the left and enters the Tertiary basin again. At the extremity of Tertiary b,1sin. 

the bend the Tertiary beds are well exposed, and c01~sist of whitish 
and light-yellowish sands, clays R.nd gravels. The beds have little 
coherency, and can be crushed between the fingers. Small nodules 
and beds of ironstone are developed in some places, but none of these 
proved to be fossiliferous. In the next twenty miles, or a far as the 
bead of the Rfl,mparts, the sands, clays and gn1vcls of the Tertiary 
appen.r with little variety in the SCfl,rped banks washed out by the 
river at the elbows of the various bends. The sections have a geueral 
whitish appearance when viewed from a distance, but a closer inspec-
tion reveals an alternation of whitish, light-yellowish and reddish 
tints. The rocks of this terrane show litt le induration, but have 
sufficient coherency when freshly uncovered to enable them to stand 
in almost wrtical cliffs of from one hundred to two hundred feet in 
height; but under fl, Jong exposure tlie face of an escarpment crumbles 
down into a gentle slope, from which the hm·cler beds occasionally 
project. The following section was measured a short distance above 
the hen.cl of the Ramparts :-

Feet. 
Light-colouri>d, slightly induratecl sands....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JO 
Grayish sandy clays.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Friable pehble congl01nerate .... .................. . .... , . . 8 
Recklish cbys. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Cream-coloured clays..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Light-yellowish soft sandy beds........... .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 15 

59 
The rocks change rapidly in composition when trnced along the 

strike, and beds of sand are replaced by clays or conglomerates in 
the course of a few hundred feet. 

At the head of the Rampart' , the Tertiary rocks overlap the Creta
ceous and rest directly on hard limestones and quartzites which are 
proLably Palreozoic. 

Before entering the Ramparts the Porcupine makes a sudden bend 
to the south. Its course is then cornparativeiy straigh t along a bearing 
of S. 60° IV. for a distance of thirty miles. Beyond this it bends more Direction of 

to the south, fl,Jld its direction as far as Rampart House, a further dis- river. 

tance of twelve miles, is S. 22° W. Before reaching Rampart House 
both valley and river run in an easterly direction for about a mile, 
and then turning again to the south-west the valley becomes somewhat 
enlarged, and a small -flat is interposed between its northern bank and 
the river, on which the fort is situated. 
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The Porcupine while passing through the Ramparts contracts con
siderably, and in places does not exceed se\"enty-five yards in 
width. Its current is more rapid than in the upper part, and was 
estimated to run at the rate of about three or four miles and a-half an 
hour. Short riffles, with a much greater velocity than this occu1· 
occasionally, but no rapids or other obstructions were met with, which 
would prevent the navigation of the stream by small steamers. 

The Ramparts is a local name employed by the traders to designate 
a contracted walled valley or canon. The portion of the valley of the 
Porcupine which passes under this name is exceedingly picturesque. 
In the upper part the banks rise steeply from the water's edge on 
both sides to heights of from three to five hundred feet, and their 
green slopes are everywhere broken by shattered pinnacles and bold 
crags and cliffs of brilliantly tinted dolomites and quartzites standing 
almost on edge. As we descend, the inclosing walls become higher 
and steeper, and the lighter shades are replaced by more sombre 
colours. Some miles above Rapid River a band of basalt edged with 
vertical cliffs, appears above, and gradually descends in the banks of 
the canon until it reaches the bottom, and from this on the gorge is 
bounded by even, precipitous walls carved out of this rock. The uni
formity of this part of the valley is interrupted at intervals by deep 
gashes cut by tributary streams through the basaltic covering. Of 
these the principal one is Rapid River, which enters the Porcupine 
about seven miles above t.he post. A mile below Rapid River is the 
half-way pillar, a projecting column of rock, which was supposed by 
the traders to be equidistant from Lapierre House and Fort Yukon. 

The geology of the Ramparts proved to be too complicated to be un
ravelled in the few hours which I was able to devote to it, and can only 
be indicated in a general way. 

At the head of the Ramparts the soft unconsolidated Tertiary strata 
are underlain, as aborn stated, by a different and much older series. The 
beds first seen consist of grayi&h granular dolomites, interstratified with 
a close-textured, very compact variety of the same rock, striki!lg nearly 
north-and-south, and dipping to the west at an angle of 35°. :Farther 
down the dolomites are associated with limestones, quartzites and a 
band of dark calcareous shales. The rocks have all been subjected 
to considerable crushing, due to volcanic action, and in some instances 
have been so shattered that they crumble completely under the influ
ence of the weather or when struck with the hammer. 

The most important rock in the first twenty miles is a peculiar fresh
looking dolomite, the texture of which is so hard and compact that it 
might readily be mistaken in some .cases for a quartzite. It contains, 
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however, very little siliceous matter, and dissolves almost completely 
in hydrochloric acid. A remarkable feature of this rock is the varied 
and changing coloration which it exhibits along the valley. The 
colours range from pure white through light- and dark-yellow to a 
bright red, and appear in some places to have an irregular distribu- Varied 

t10n, as if due to subsequent infiltration. The beds are usually tilted coloration. 

at high angles, and the harder strata project above the surface in a 
more or less ruinous condition, and when brightly coloured, stand out 
in strong relief against the back ground of dark-gret:n. 

A band of dark calcareous shales, several hundred feet in thickness, 
is repeaLed at several points, and was carefully searched for fossils, but 
without success. The shales are interstratified at some points with Hand of 

bedded traps, and a number of irregular intrusions of the same rock shales. 

were also noticed cutting the bedding. They pass occasionally into 
light-coloured schists, and often show slaty cleavage. 

Whitish and coloured quartzites, often holding black plumbaginous-
looking scales, form an imporiant constiLuent of the section, and granu- Quartzites. 

lar dolomites and lead-coloured limeslones are also well developed, and 
occasionally form high cliffs. 

A noticeable feature of the section is the peculiar alteration of strata 
softened and decayed for many feet below the surface, with unweather-
ed varieties of apparently the same, or only slightly different rocks. I DPcayed 

was at first inclined to believe that some of the soft Tertiary beds rocks. 

which overlie the dolomites and associated rocks at the head of the 
Ramparts had been folded up with the latter, but was led on farther 
examination to abandon this view. 

The succession of the different terranes was not ascertained, as the 
section is very much confused, and is broken through repeatedly by 
trap dykes, and would require considerable time for its elucidation. 

Ten miles above Rapid River the Porcupine has cut through a thick 
sheet of basalt. The basalt is first seen crowning in long cliffs 
the banks of the valley, but is brought down by a light westerly incli
nation to the surface of the water, in a distance of six miles. Beyond 
this if undulates at low angles along the valley, and occasionally rises 
sufficiently to expose the underlying shales, qu;1rtzites, dolomites and 
limestones. 

The basalt shows no evident columc.ar structure. A well marked Character of 

horizontal divisional plane was traced fo1· some distance, and may pos- basalt. 

sibly indicate the junction of two fl.ow.s, as slight differences in colora-
tion were noted above and below it. In tex~ure the basalt ranges from 
fine-grained to a moderately granular condition, but also becomes 
vesicular in places, and passes into an amygdaloid. It is composed 



Rocks 
underlying 
basalt. 

Reach 
Rampart 
House. 
Travel by 
night. 

Rampart 
Rouse. 

Indian' at 
R;unpa.rt 
llou,e. 

224 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 

principally of augite and olivine, with some magnetite and titaniferous 
iron, and is almost destitute, at least in the hand specimens collected, 
of plagioclase. 

At Rapid River, and for some distance above and below, the basalt 
sheet rises in the banks, and the underlying rocks, consisting here of 
dark shales, old looking cleaved slates, quartzites and dolomites, all 
dipping at considerable angles, and brought into view. Two miles be
low Rapid Rfrer the basalt dips be;ow the surface, and ihe older rocks 
are not seen until neai· Hampart House. 

RAMPAR1' HousE TO 'rIIE MouTH OF TITE PORCUPINE. 

We reached Rampart House on the 20th July, the descent of the 
river froru Lapierre House having occupied four days. We travelled 
mostly at night, in order to avoid a strong head wind which blew up 
the river every day. It is customary, however. in these latitudes to 
work in the night rather than in the day, during the period of six 
weeks or so in which the sun remains above the horizon. The light 
is sufficient, while the temperature is somewhat lower, and the mos
quitoes are less troublesome. 

Rampart House ii; the most distant of the Hudson's Bay Company's 
posts, and was established to replace Fort Yukon, after the site of the 
latter had been determined to be in Alaskan territory. This post was 
originally situated twelve miles farther down the river, but the posi
tion of the buildings in regard to the boundary being doubtful, these 
were burnt by the Hudson's Bay Company, and new buildings were 
erected on the present site. As a fur post it barely pays expenses, 
owing to the heavy cost incuLTed in the transportation of furs and 
goods, and is kept up m~iinly as a protection against the encroachments 
of traders from the west. 

The Indian hunters trading at Rampart House number about eighty, 
They belong to the Loucheux branch of the Tinneh family, but speak 
a slightly different dialect from that used by the Mackenzie River 
Loucheux. They are christianized, and missionaries sent out by the 
Church Missionary Society have been working among them for some 
years. A small church has been built in the vicinity of the post. 

I rewained a few hours at Rampart House for the purpose of taking 
an observation for latitude, and making arrangements for the trip to 

Arrangements Fort Yukon. An Indian was engaged to accompany us, and I was 
for trip. 

fortunately able to obtain a supply rJf dried meat from Mr. Firth, the 
officer in charge of the post. A report had reached the fort that a 
~teamer belonging io the Alaska Fur CoJY.pany would pass Fort Yukon 
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on its way to Forty-mile Creek, in a few days, and I decided, as we 
would now traverse Alaskan Territory, and had no object for delay, to 
hurry down to the forks as fast as possible and endeavour to secure a 
passage on the l:lteamer up the Yukon as far as the Canadian boundary. 
We descended the river, battling against astronghead wind the whole 
way, in three days, but learned on our arrival, much to our disappoint
ment, that the boat had already passed. 

The distance from Rampart House to the mouth of the Porcupine, 
measured in a straight line, is about one hundred miles, but is fully one 
hundred and fifty by the course of the river . The general direction is 
about S. 60° W. The current is uniform, with few rifiles and no rapids, 
and has an average rate of about three miles an hour. 

The Ramparts continue for two miles below the fort, and present 
the same features which characterize them above. Opposite the fort, 
the basalt sheet rises again, and alternating bands of shales, slates, 
limestones, dolomites and quartzites, with, in one place, a white cliff of 
coarsely crystalline calcspar, are seen beneath. Eight miles further Rocks below 

down, it sinks beneath the surface, and massive walls of basalt and basalt. 

amygdaloid then border the river as far as Howling-dog Rock, at the 
foot of the Ramparts. 

Below Howling-dog Rock, the river intersects for some miles a wide 
gravel flat, the form er site of the fort, and then bend~ away to the . v·a 

\ 1 e gravel 
north. An exposure here of clays, gmyish and yellowish sands and flat. 

soft pebbly conglomerate, shows that the river has entered a second 
Tertiiiry basin. Tlw r.icks arr all very soft, and are similar in appear- Tertiary 

anc:e to those occurring a.bove the Ran1parts. No fossib were obtained rocks. 

from them. Sections of unconsolidated Tertiary strata are exposed 
again at the extremity of the bend, and at several points in the next 
five miles, and are then replaced by shales and slates of an older series. 
They are overhin by recent silts, sands and gravels. 

The width of the Tertiary basin along the river does not exceed Width of 

seven miles, but it is hia:hly improbable that this represents its full T.'"'.tiary 
<..J UclSIO. 

size, !Lnd the appearance of the flat country to the north would ~eem 

to show that it extends for a considerable distance in that direction. 
The shales and slates which succeed the Tertiary are overlain in the 

course of a mile by basalt. The basalt is exposed for a short distance Exposure of 

on the left-hand bank. and probably represents a projecting 8pur from basalt 

the main sheet. It was not seen again. Two miles below the barnlt 
exposure the shales and slates are associated with rusty coloured lime-
stones, and at the mouth of Sucker River, three miles farther down, 
the same rocks are again seen. In the next fifteen miles yellowish
weathering limestones, rising occasionally into abrupt cliffs, are ex-

15 
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posed in a number of places. This p1 rt of the valley goes by the name 
of the Lower Ramparts, but the rocky walls are low and disconnected, 
and are seldom developed on both sides of the valley so as to form a 
canon. The limestones yielded Atrypa i·etiwlaris, together with some 
fragmentary specimens of corals, and are probably referable in part 
at least to the Devonian. At the lower end of the Lower Raruparts, the 
limestones are interbetlded with dark shales simihr to those associated 
with them above Sucker River. The shales are unfossiliferou~, but 
from their position are proba! lv Creta<:eous. They are exposed at i n
terval!; for two miles, and rire then ove1·hin unconformably by the yel
lowish and light-redJish clays and sands of the Tertiary, and the lat
ter in turn sinks in a short distance, beneath alluvial sands, clays and 
gravels. 

From this point on to the mouth of the river, a di8Lance in a direct 
line of sixty miles, no further exposures of the older rocks are seen. 
The valley disappears, and the river serpentines through a wide plain, 
elevated only a few feet above its surface. At the elbows of the iwme
rous bends the cut-banks show small sections of clay and false-bedded 
sands and gravels, either alluvial or lacustral in their origin. The 
bordering plains extend to the horizon on either side, unbroken by a 
single elevation, and their extent and uniformity, taken in connection 
with the character of the beds seen along the valley, afford strong 
grounds for the assumption that a lake basin or abnormal expansion of 
the river once existPd here and has since been silted up. 

of The principiil streams which the Porcupine receives in this part of 
its course are the Salmon from the right, and Black River and Little 
Black River frou1 the left. For some miles <tbove its mouth it divides 
around numerous islands, and branching channels become so frequent 
that care ha~ to be exercised to select the right one. Before reaching 
the Yukon we left the main stream, and turning to the left entered a 
small channel which is reported to ilow in opposite directions, depend
ing on the relative heights of the water in the two rivers. Our hopes 
that the current would set in our favour were doomed to disappointr 
ment, as we no sooner rounded the bend than we passed from the 
brown water of the Porcupine into the milky flood of the Yukon, and 
founrl ourselves strnggling against an impetuous current of five or six 
miles an hour. Fnrt Yukon is 5j tu::ited a mile and :1-half above the con
fluence of the two streams, and it required nearly two hours of hard 
work to ascend that distance. 
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OLD FoRT YUKON ·ro FORTY-MILE CREEK. 

At Fort Yukon I had the pleasure of meeting the Rev. Mr. Canahan, 
of the Church Missionary Society, who was on his way to Nukluka.
hyct to Utke charge of a mission. ~1 r. Canahan's news was far from 
cheering, as be informed us that the steamer which we expected to meet 
had passed up the Jay before. 

Two courses were now open to us in order to reach the coast and Route to the 

outside communication ; either to descend t,he river to St. Michaels and coast. 

sail from that point to Victoria or San Francisco, or to face the nine 
hundred miles or so of rapid cmrent and difficult navigation above, and 
ascend it to the head of the Lewes, and then cross th~ Cvast Range by 
the Ohilkoot Pass. The former is by far the easier route, as the lower 
Yukon possesses a strong steady current, and is free from dangerous 
rapids, :mJ the temptation to adopt it w1ts almost i!'l'esistible, but as it 
lay altogether outside of CanaJian tenitory I Jec:idccl, if possible, to 
try and ascend the stream. To do this, however, pr•nnis"Jd to be a mat-
ter of no ordinary difliculty. The shor·t, $quare-sterned boat which I 
bad hitherto used, was built to cany a lou.d duwn stream and was 
altogether unsuitable to make an up-stream journey in, and an attempt 
to force it for hundreds of miles against >t five or six mile an hour cur-
rent ~eemed well nigh hopeless, but no otl1er w:ts available. Our pro-
visionR were also running short, but l'llr. Oanah:m kindly supplied our 
deficiencies in this respect to some extent, and we expected to be ablP-
to obtain fish from the Indians along the river. Tnider John, the In-
dian who piloted us down from Hampart House, :tncl had pru,·ed him-
self a capable and willing fellow, was induced, after some persuasion, 
to accompany us as far as Forty-mile Creek, and on the 25th of July, 
after a delay of four days, we suC' ceeded in making a start. 

A skeLch of early exploration on the Yukon has been given by Dr. F.nrlv 

G. M. Dawson, [see pages 13± and 177,J and it will be unnecessa1·y to exploration. 

repeat it here. Fort Yukon, which was originally one of the best 
built forts in the north, is now a thing of the past, and with the 
exception of one of the outbuildings, which has probably also dis-
appeared hy this time, has been torn down to supply wood for the 
steamers pl.) ing on the river. 

"While in possession of the Hudson's Bay Company some gardening ,., d . 
. . . . . . . ,Tar enmg at 

was done rn the vrcrmty of the fort, notw1thstandmg the fact that it is :Fort Ynkon. 

situated almost on the Arctic circle. Potatoes and other vegetables 
were raised, and barley is reportPd to have ripened. On the Macken-
zie H.iver, gardenin!:r ce;iseR to the north at almost the same latitude. 

, 
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Above Fort Yukon the river cuts through the same low wooded plain 
which has been described as bordering the Porcupine above its mouth, 
and like the latter, only on a much greater scale, its waters flow by 
numberless interbranching channels through a labyrinth of islands. 
Its width in this reach is reported to range from three to ten miles or 
more, I ut as we kept the left bank the whole way up, and the opposite 
shore was always concealed by islands, I was unable to verify this 
statement. The river however has here, practically, no confining val
ley, and the soft sands and clays which underlie the adjoining plain 
offer little obstruction to an indefinite expansion. New channels are 
opened up with each succeeding flood, and older ones blocked by the 
deposition of sediment. Notwithstanding the great width, the velocity 
of the current is undiminished, and the up-stream navigation of this 
part, especially in high water, is attended with greater difficulty than 
any other portion of the river. Beaches are seldom present, and 
tracking is impossible except for trifling distances at long intervals. 
The water along the cut-banks is too deep a few feet from the shore 
for paling, :ind to advance we were obliged to combine the use of an 
oar on the outside, a pole on the inside, while I steered and paddled 
behind. Even this complicated method of propulsion often became 
impracticable, and progression in some places was only attainable by 
clinging to the overhanging branches and pulling ourselves up foot. 
by foot. For long reaches the banks are undermined by the wash of 
the stream, and as the boat creeps along beneath the overhanging wall 
from which masses of sand and other material are momentarily falling, 
it is constantly threatened with destruction. Vexati0us dfllays are also 
caused hy the numerous trees which have been undermined and have 
fallen forward8 into the stream, but still cling to the bank by their 
roots. Above these, driftwood accumulates until it forms a projecting 
point around which the current swirls with redoubled velocity, and 
to pass them is often the work of hours. The width of the river is so 
great that difficult spots cannot be avoided as in other streams by 
crossing to the opposite bank, and the ascent must be made entirely 
on one side. The eastern side is usually preferred. 

The length of this expanded island-filled stretch above the mouth 
of the Porcupine, was estimated at seventy miles, althought a miner, 
the only one so far as I could hear, who had ascended it, assured me 
that it could not be less than three hundred and fifty miles. His esti
mate must, however, be taken rather as the measure of the difficulties 
he encountered than of the true length. We made the ascent in five 
days, but to do this were obliged to work at our full capacity for four-
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teen or fifteen hours a day. 'Nith a proper boat much better time 
could have been made. 

The older rocks along this stretch are deeply buried beneath a thick Older rocks 

accumulation of recent sands, clays and gravels, and no exposures were hidden. 

anywhere seen. 
Before reaching the head of the islands we crossed to the right bank, Chief Senatee. 

and on our sixth day passed the camp of Senatee, the head of the Fort 
Yukon Indians, and the most powerful chief in the whole Yukon coun-
try. Many stories are told of cruel murders and rapes committed by 
Senatee in clays gone by, but time has no·:v lamed his ferocious dispo-
sition, and changing circumstances have ~horn him of much of his 
once absolute authority. He received us hospitably, and after an ex-
change of fish for tobacco had been made, commenced a long oration, 
descriptive of his enduring love for the English (Hudson's Bay Com-
pany) and his regret that they had left the country, and his general 
dislike of the Yankees (Alaska Fur Company), but as time was pre-
cious the harangue was cut short by the present of a couple of hand-
fulls of tea, the probable object for which it was made, and we pro-
ceeded on our journey. 

Abo,·e the Indian camp the river commences to contract. It bends River 

more to the east, and is borde1·ed by narrow beaches, a welcome change, contract>. 

which enabled us, much to our relief, to substit,ute the tracking-line 
for the poles and oars, and to make better progress with less exertion. 
The shore here is strewn with blocks of dark carbonaceous looking 
cleavable shales, and on the eastern side of the river, bedded rocks, 
prohably of the same description, could be seen in situ, but were not 
examined, as a crossing meant the loss of several miles wearisomely 
won, and was only made when rendered necessary by the exigencies 
of the navigation. 

The elevation of the country bordering the river is here higher, Increased 

and a considerable valley is developed. Fifteen miles above the elevati?n of 

I d . h . . d d t b h lf ·1 . "d l bordermg ?1 1an camp t e river 1s re uce o a out a a m1 e in w1 t 1, and region. 

assumes an easterly direction. A crossing to the eastern side was 
effected here, and a line of cliffs which made their appcara,nce seven 
miles below, was found to consist of massive eruptive rocks, which 
are descrihed in my notes as basalts and fine- and coarse-grained dolo- Occurrence of 

mites, but unfortunately the specimens ha"e mis-carried. The volcanic basalt~. 

rocks here are, as a rule, coarser textured and older looking than those 
seen at the B,amparts on the Porcupine, and no amygdaloids or vesi-
cular varieties such as occur there were noticed. It is uncertain 
whether they form parts of the same flow or not, although the relative 
position of the two areas and the nor.therly trend of the elevated coun-
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try leads to the supposition that they do, and in this case the westerly 
edge of the flow would correspond in a general manner with the east
ern boundary of the great plain which extends up the Pelly-Yukon 
and Porcupine from their confluence. 

The basalt and associated igneous rocks inclose numerous detached 
masses of shales derived from the underlying terranes, and dark shales 
and limestones tilted at high angles project up into them in many 
places in a similar manner to that noticed on the Porcupine. They 
were traced along th1>,river for fifteen or twenty miles, and are then 
replaced by a confused succession of shales and limestones, probably 
referable to a large extent to the Carboniferous, alternating with the 
dark shales, sandstones and quartzites of the Cretaceous. The whole 
series is greatly disturbed, and folded closely together, and the beus 
often show vertical dips. The general strike is S. S. E. The shales 
and associated limestones and sandstones are exposed in continuous 
sections for seven or eight miles, and are then again almost buried be
neath a second basaltic occurrence, and only the higher points of the 
old rugose surface risA into view above the bottom of the valley. 

The line of contact of the Tertiary Lasalts with the und1>rlying 
sedimentaries in this region, both on the Yukon and the Porcupine is, 
speaking generally, nearly coincident with the present level of the 
rivers. 

The second basaltic area, where cut by the river has a width of ten 
or twelve miles. Above it the rocks are concealed on the eastern side 
for some distance, and then the shales and sandstones of the Cretn.ceous 
outcrop on the banks, and are present all the way to the Tatonduc, a 
distance of about thirty-five miles. The beds are sometimes horizon
tal, but usually undulate at varying angles, but selJom to such an ex
tent as to expose the underlying Palreozoie limestones. Conglomerates 
consisting largely of small pebbles of schist, quartzite and slate, im
bedded in a hard sandstone matrix, are occasionally associated with 
the shales and sandstones, and in one place about eight miles above 
Charlie's village, attain a great development. They overlie the shales 
at thi,; point. Some miles below the mouth of the Tatonduc speci
mens oE the charac~eristic Queen Charlotte Islan<ls' fonnation fossil 
Ancella JJ{vsqiiensis var. concentrica, were collected from the beds below 
the conglomerates. 

The valley of the Pelly-Yukon becomes gradually deeper as we 
ascend, and above Chn.rlie's village the banks were estimated to have 
;in elevation in places of from eight hundred to a thousand feet. 

Above the mouth of the Tatonduc the foldings increase in severity, 
and the Palreozoic limestones and shales are brought up anJ alternate 



YUKON DISTRICT AND NOlt'l'IIEUN BRITISH COLUMBIA. 231 

in broad bands with the sbales, stindstones and conglomerates of the 
Cretaceous. A black carbonaceous variety of shale is repeated at a 
number of points, and often shows polished slickensided surfaces, due 
to the crushing to which it has been subjected, which simulat" very 
closely the appearance of anthracite. The 1dtemation of the Cretaceous 
beds with the older limestones and shales continues until near the 
Boundtu·y, [14lst meridian J a distance measured along the river of 
about forty miles. No fossils were fou11d in this part of the river, but 
lack of i,ime pre1·ented a careful search for them.* 

A short distance below the Boundary, the rocks rpferred to above are f'chisto'e 

replaced by a very different looking set, consisting mainly of altered r"cbrPplace 
shales, lune

volcanic rocks, and characterized by a general greenish colour. Among stones, etc. 

them are impot tant bands of serpentine, hard quartzose, Hheare<l and 
altered greenish schists, softer greeni~h chloritic looking schists, 
sil very mica-schists, diabases, shales and slates. Picrolite was noticed 
in several place~, and beds of chert are not uncommon. The schistose 
Leds muRt underlie the limestone series (Carboniferous 1) although the 
dip would place them above, as the latter is overlain directly in w1my 
places farther down the river by the sbales, sandstones and conglomer-
n.tes of the Cretaceous. 

East, of the river above the Boundary, and running parallel with it Limestone 

fur sollle cli~tan \'e, i<; a high n:ikcd range, built of lirnestone8 Rtriking range. 

* ::\Jr. Ogihie has furniRhed me with thP following geological notes obtained on his 
traverse from the mouth of the Tatondnc across to thu bead water of the Porcupines 
and down the latter stream to its confluence with Bell River: Dark shales ovbrlain 
by 611P-grained conglomerates which an• doubtless the equivalents of the Cretaccons 
beds ohHerved on the Pelly-Yukon, occur nlong the Tatondnc for twenty-seven miles 
from its month. At two points in this distance, linwstones rise to the surfoc<' frum 
beneath the shnlee, and by their superior hardness contract the valley into short 
caiions. The conglomerate• are described by Ogilvie as weathering in some of the 
rirlge;; and mountain" into picturesque castellated cliff-. In the upp<'r part of the 
valley of the Tat<>nrluc tlw Cretaceous shales and conglomerates arn replaced by gray
ish Pal>eozoic linwotoncH. Similar lime,;tones were also met with all across the water_ 
slwd se1mrating the Tatoncluc from the Porcupine, where they for111 a range of high 
mm111tains, and down the latter strram as far as the Cathedral Roch. At two point' 
on the Porcupine, viz., two miles and ten miles rPspectively below the forks, the 
limestmwfi are underlain by reddish mottled sandstones similar in appearance to those 
occurring at Sault 8te. :Mario. Below the Cathedral Rocks dark shnles of Cretaceous 
age >ippear again, and wer<' the only rockR observed all the way to the month of Bell 
Ri\'Pr, wlwrr· connPction was maue with my tra\'Prse down the Porcupine. 

An int!'resting fact rwted by Ogilvie, is the emission, near Sheep i\Iountains, of 
snlphnn·ttt>d hydrogen gas in large quantities from the surface, and ho states tlu•t he 
was informed by his guide that a >mall lake a short distance from the trail is kept 
eonstantly agitated by the Pscape of Rirnilnr gas, and that the sulphurous fumes prove 
fntal to all animals which venture near. East of the Rocky Mountains sulphnrettecl 
hydrog<'ll gns i'Sll('k in numerous places from the petrolifcrou · limestones of tlie 
Denmian, l>nt it is poSkilile that its in·es!'nce her!' is elm· f9i volcanic action. 
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in a south-easterly direction and dipping at high angles towards the 
river. Resting on these, aud apparently overlying them, are the rocks 
just described. 

The schistose beds alternate occasionally with limestone bands, 
altered in places into marble, and are tra,·crsecl in nil directions by 
quartz veins. They a.re exposed all the way io Fot"ty-mile Creek and 
beyond. They are of the greatest economic importance, as they con-

of stitute the gold-bearing rocks of the district, and are on the stl'ike of 
the same metalliferous zone on which Cassiar and the other principal 
mining camps to the south are situated, and which has now been traced 
north wards across Canadian territory from the 49 th parallel to the 
eastern boundary of Alaska, a distance of fully twelve hundred miles. 

Four miles below the mouth of Forty-mile Creek, a small stream 
was pa.ssed coming in from tiie opposite side, on which a coal seam is 
reported to occur, but nothing definite was learned about it. 

FORTY-MILE CmmK 

We arrived at Forty-mile Creek on the 9th August, fourteen days 
having been occupied on the journey up from Fort Yukon. This is 
the head-quarters of the miners on the Yukon, [1888] and thirty or forty 
men were Citrnped here waiting for repJrts from various prospecting 
pftrties which were exploring the surrounding country, and ready to start 

Unfavourable at a moment's notice. The present season proved very unfavourable for 
season. mining operations on ftccount of the persistent high water, and with the 

exception of a short period early in the summer, very little work was 
Yield of gold. Clone on Forty-mile Creek, and the amount of gold taken out was esti

mated at scarcely $15,000. A few days before my arrival a stampede 
had been made for Beaver River, a northern tributary of the Yukon, 
which is stated to enter the latte1· about a hundred and twenty miles 
below the mouth of the Porcupine, but with somewhat disastrous 

Stampede of 
ininers 

results. The amount of informat.ion required to stampede a mining 
camp is very 3mall, and in the present case was almost ridiculous. A 
report was brought up by the men on the steamer that a miner had 
boarded the boat at the mouth of Beaver River, and after talking in a 
hurried manner to the captain, had suddenly <leparled, and in his 
haste had left his purst> behind him. The miners reasoned that noth
ing hut a rich find would cause such an excitement, and a hundred 
and fifty men immerlia.tely loaded their bonts and started on a wild 
goose -::hase down the river only to meet with disappointment at the 
md of their J. ou rney. A few received a passage up again on the steamer . ' 
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but the greater number drifted on down towards St. Michaels, and left 
the mining country altogether. 

Prospecting in the Yuko11 country is attended with peculiar disacl- Difficulties in 

! · f l d · l prospnctmg. Yantages, anc requ ires men o more t 1an or lllary perseverance anc 
endur;:i,ncfl for its successful prosecu lion. The Yukon itself is very 
:;wift and difficult to navigate, but is easy as compared with many of 
the tributa,ry streams which are simply a long succes»ion of c·afinn~, 

whirlpools and rapid s, and skill and courage in a high degree, in aLl<li
tion to a golden bait, are necessary in order to bra\·e the perils of their 
<tscent. Provisions are high-priced '1nd sc'1rce, and in the upper P" i·t 
of the ri,'er cannot be obt'1ined at all, and supplie::; for the sum11,er 
must be packed across the Coast Range in the early spring n.n<l sledded 
for two hundred miles down the river to the lower end of Lake La
barge' before the break up of the ice, in order to be on hand when Urn 
season opens. Added to this is the shortness of the period availaLle 
for work, which under the most favourable circuro3tances never exceeds 
three months, and in seasons of exceptional high water, such as the 
present, is very much less. In view of these drawbacks prospecting 
must procee<l slowly, and up to the present has been confined almost 
entirely to the largee and more accessible streams. 

The most important strike made so far [1888] has been on Forty-mile 
Creek, on which cmirse gold was discovered in 1886. This discovery 
occasioned a rush towards the creek of nearly all the miners in the 
di8trict. In 1887 over 200 men were actively and successfully employed 
along- the numerous bars, and the total yield for the ~eason was 
'ariously estimated from $65,000 up to $150,000. The present season Yield of gold. 

l1a~ proved much less remunerative, pu.rtly owing to the unfavourable 
state of the water and partly to the fact that the rich claims fin;t dis-
CO\'ered have been worked out, the auriferous gravels being of little 
depth and easily exhausted. The most productive part of this stream is 
west of the Alaska boundary. It has a total length, according to the 
mine1·s, of about 150 miles, of which only the lower twenty miles are in 
Ca nu.dian territory, and in this part very little work is now being done. 
The average Yal uc of labour is $10 a day, and bars which yield less 
than this are soou abimdoned. 

No important strike was made anywhere in this district in 1888. 

A lode of argenLiferous galena crosses Forty-mile Creek a short dis- Argeutiferous 
galena. 

t<rnce above its mouth, and a specimen brought back by Mr. Ogilvie 
was assayed in this office by Mr. Hoffmann, and found to contain 
38·-fJo oz. of silver to the ton. Tellurium is reported from the head 
of the stream, and seams of coarse serpentine asbestus occur near its 
mouth. 
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Prepare for Some days were spent at Forty-mile Creek in making preparatio1rn 
trip up ril'er. for the long trip up the river, and in building a long, narrow, sharp

ended boat, u10delled after the pattern of those used hy miners in 
ascending swi fL streams. Trader John, who had helped us gallantly 
in the ascent from Fort Yukon, returned home from here, and a miner 
named Buckley, was engaged for the remainder of the trip. 

Leave Forty
mile Creek. 

Charitcter of 
river. 

Character of 
v:i.lley. 

FoR'l'Y-MILE CREEK TO 'l'HE J'i1ouTH OF TTIE STEWART. 

We left Forty-mile Creek shortly 1J.fter noon on the 14th August, ll.nd 
passed the mouth of the Stewart early on the morning of the I 9th. 
The distance measured along the river i:; about 120 miles. The 
direction as far as Fort Reliance is nearly east, but beyond that point 
the river bends slowly round and runs almo~L west for a few·miles, 
after which it maintains a general southerly course to the mouth of 
the Stewart. The width of the river in the lower portion seldom ex
ceeds half a mile, but above Fort Reliance it gradually enlarges, and 
ill the southerly reach occasionally exceedi' a mile in width. In the 
expanded stretch, however, much of the surfa'e is occupied by islands. 
The current is swift and uniform, and at a ml'<lium state of the water 
runs at the rate of five miles an hour. Beaches line the shore, 
and tracking, except at very high water, is possible nearly the whole 
way. 

The valley of the Yukon between Forty-mile Creek and the Stew'l.rt, 
and on to the mouth of the Pelly, is cut through an elevated und~lat
ing plateau, on which rest numerous low ranges of rounded and 
partially bare hills, but is not crossed by auy well defined moun
tain range. It is somewhat uniform in appearance, but affords 
many picturesque and even grand views. Bluffs of rock of a more or 
less precipitous naturt>, are of com;tant occurrence, and bold rampart
like ranges of intenupted cliff:;, separated or continued upwards by 
steep grassy or wooded slopes, characterize the hn,nlrn for long reaches. 
The flats are few and unimportant, and as a rule t he rivt>r washeH the 
base of the banks on both sides. The "id th of (he valley varies from 
one to three miles, and its clepi;h from five to fifteen hundred feet. Its 
great size, taken in connection with the hard character of the crystal-

Age of valley. line rocks through which ii; has been excavated, afford evidence of 
great agc, n,nd point to an origin long antecedent to t.he glacial period. 
The same fact is also emphasized by the remarkably uniform grade 
which the ri Vf'l' has worn across terranes of heterogeneous hardness, 
ranging through tlw whole geological scale in its long course from 
Rink Rapid to tl1e sea, a distance of nearly 1700 miles. 
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Rock-sections are numerous along the valley, but the geology is in
tricate and difficult, and somewhat confusing to a trnveller passing 
hurriedly through along one line. Above Forty-mile Creek, the same 
series of micaceous and altered greenish schists and slates which obtain Rocks 

b 1 . d f . . l ·1 d b 1 d b observl':d. e ow are continue or six or 6lg it mi es, an are t en rep ace y 
grayish granite. The schists are traversed by both quartz and calcite 
veins, usually of small size. They dip at high angles, and have a general 
south-southeasterly strike. The granite is a medium-grained, some-
what altered variety, showing no distinct foliation. It is composed 
principally of quartz, plagioclase, orthoclase, rnuscovite, biotite and 
epidote. From the central granitic mass a set of dykes radiate out 
into the surrounding schists. The dykes often pass in between the Dykes. 

beds, but were also seen cutting across them. Above the granite boss 
the schistose series resumes again and continues as far as the beucl above 
Fort Reliance. These rocks are broken up in several places by granite 
intrusions, and the granite appeared to be itself cut in one p-Jace by a 
darker and more ba!lic igneous rock of which I did not obtain speci-
mens. A specimen of rather coarse textured granite, collected above 
Fort Ileliance, holds numerous grains of copper-pyrites, and may pos-
sibly be auriferous, but has not been analysed. The schists occasion-
ally show copper stains running parallel with the foliation. 

Some miles above Fort Relin,nce, a band of dark argillites, interbed
ded with limestones, crosses the river. Like the schists it is tmversed 
by numerous quartz veins. It is followed for several miles by schi~ts 
of various kinds, but usually more or less micaceous, ancl occasionally 
passing into a well foliated rather fine-grained mica-gneiss. The lat-
ter increases in relative proportion, and assumes a coarser texturP as , . 

d h · I · · · . . (,ramte we ascen t e nver. gneous granitic intrusions occur e\-ery few intrusions. 

miles. 
Fifteen miles below Sixty-mile Creek, a peculiar lookiug soft green

ish rock consisting of glossy talc, and green serpenti1w was found at 
several horizons interbcdde<l with the schists. The squn,re columnar 
crystals from which thP serpentine has been derivrd still preserve their 
original form, anJ pf'11etrate in all rlirections the lighter coloured tal
cose matrix. They show under the microscope tracrs of the quadran
gular cleava:.:<· of augitr, but are otherwi se co111pletely rdterecl. 

Opposite Sixty-mile Creek the exposures show lustrous muscovit<•-
1
, 1,xposures 

mica-Rchists, dark biotite-mica-schists grading into mica-gneisse~, 01~positeSixty-

h I ] d · · I · t cl f 1 · · I . d. mile Creek. orn > en C• gne1ssic sc i1s s an compact e s1 tic roe'~ 111 rntinctly 
foliated. \Vith these are associated grayish biotitr-granites, and a 
coloured granitoid or syenitic rock, consisting of orthoclase, plngioclase 
qu;trtz, chlorite and rpidote. The proportion of quartz in this rock is 
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small and the crysta,ls are greatly crushed and broken. A second 
variety of thi::; rock shows large, coloured crystals of felspar, porpby
ritically distributed through a fine-grai11ed microcrystalline base. 

Rocksbetween From the vicinity of Sixty-mile Creek to the mouth of the Stewart, 
~::~~~~~ tbe the rocks are older looking and more distinctly gneissic then those ob
StPwart. served farther down the river. The most abundant variety is a light 

reddish-coloured, medium-grained, well foliated mica-gneiss, composed 
of quartz, orthoclase, plagioclase, biotite and mu~covite. Epidote, 
chlorite, calcite and ilmenite are also nearly always present. In some 
cases the micas are replaced altogether by chlorite. ·with the gneisses 
are associated several varieties of mica-schists, and occasionally some 
hornblendic schists. Numerous veins of coarse pegmatit.e, quartz, and 
less frequently calcite, cut the beds in all directions, and are presimt in 
nearly every section. 

STEWART RIVER TO THE PELLY. 

The Stewart The Stewart River has not been explored. At the mouth it is two 
River. hundred yards wide, but the current is not rapid, and it apparently 

cal'ries less water tha,n either the Pelly or the Porcupine. It is re
ported to be navigable for two hundred miles above its mouth. Gold 
was discovered on it in 1885, and in that and the following year, gold 

y;.,1d of gold. to the valufl of $ 100,000 was obt.aiued from it, according to an estimate 
made by Dr. Dawson on information from miners. The principal bars 
were, however exhausted in these two years, and in 1887 the yield 
diminished to about $3,000, but this was partly due to the withdrawal 
of most of the miners to Forty-mile Creek. In the present year an 
attempt was made by two prospectors to trace the gold to its source 
but without success. "Colours" were present as far as they ascended, 
but not in paying quantities, and no tributaries were found down which 
the gold in the lower part of the river inight have descended. They 
report that the river grows in its upper part by the reception of num
erous small streams heading in swamps, none of which are gold
bearing. An important feature of the river is the constant recurrence 

High graiel along it of high gravel terraces, most of which are more or less auri
tpn·a<·es. ferous, and occasionally yield a-; high as a cent a pan, and could pro

bn,bly be worked profitably on a large scale. It is possible that the 
gold found on the bars in the river is concentrated from these. 

From the mouth of the Stewart the Pelly-Yukon trends in a south
weqterly direction for ten miles to its junction wilh White River. In 
this reach it avera;;es a mile in width, and is filled with islands. The 
banks of the valley are steep and rocky, and were estimated at from 
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800 to 1000 feet in height. Gametiferous mica-schist was noticPd a 
~hort distance above the Stewart, and dark hard mica-schists and ligbt
reddish well foliated gneisses are exposed all alon~. An extensi rn 
systew of quartz vein::; is developed along here, and gold-bearing quartz 
is reporlcd to have been found. 

White River, like the Stewart, has not been explored, and has only White RivPr. 

been ascended by miners for a distance of sixty miles from its mouth. 
A view up it from the opposite bank of the Pelly-Yukon showed a wide 
valley filled with countless bars and islands between which the divided 
stream threaded its tortuous course. Its current is swift, and it preci-
pitates itself into the ¥ukon with a force sufficient to drive its muddy 
water balf way across, but scarcely to force it up on the opposite bank 
in the manner described by Schwatka, and the two streams flow side 
by side for several miles' before their waters become completely fused. 
The turbid character of the White River is famous, and sufficient 
sediment is brought down to change the colour of the whole Pelly-
Yukon flood from a pale green to a milky white. White River is re-
ported to head in glaciers descending from high mount.ains, but nothing 
very definite is known concerning it. "Colours" of gold have been 
ob tained from it, but no paying bars have so far been discovered. 

From "\\'bite Hiver 1 o the Pelly the distance is ninety miles. The White River 

direction is at first south-westerly, but the river soon bends round to to the Pally. 

the east and follows an E.S.-E. bearing the greater part of the way. The 
width of the ri,·er is sowewhat reduced, and vtwies from a quarLer to 
half a milP., while the current averages ;1bout five milt>s an hour. 
Islands occur at intervals, but are less numerous than in the rt>aches 
below. The valley preserves its usual depth of from 800 to 1000 feet, 
but for some distance above \Vhite River the uanks are more wooded 
and show rocky uluffs above supported on steep slopes below. Fa,rther 
up it is again bordered by stPep gneissic and basaltic cliifs. Gravel 
terraces occur occasionally and appeared to i11crease in height as we 
ascended. 

The prevalent rock for many miles above '\Vhite River is a hard, Character of 

granular and often moderately coarse-grained, Arch::ean looking rocks. 

mic;t-gueiss of somewhat vai·iecl minernlogical composition. This 
occasionally passes into mica-, chlorite- and hornblende-schi sts. The 
minerals most commonly present :we quartz, plagioclase, orthoclase, 
hiotile, muscovite, chlorite, hornblen<lP, epidote, calcite, magnetite and 
ilmenite. In sume cases the rock is greatly crushed and altered, and 
the micas and hornblendes are replaced almost entirely by chlorite. 
Plagioclase is always present and often in greater abundance than 
111't hoclase. Quartz veins occur less frequently as we ascend, and are 
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replaced by veins of coarse pegmatite. Igneous rocks are almost 
absent in the lower part of this reach, but coarse granites and 
diorites were met with about twenty-five miles below the mouth of 

Tertiarylavas. the Pelly. Three miles above this point the older rocks are covered 
with vesicular lavas of Tertiary age. The lavas are exposed for a 
short distance and then ri'lcede from the river at a bend which the lat
ter makes around a high terrace built of coarse gravels. Resting on 
this terrace is a small bed of white volcanic ash, frequent occurrenceR 
of which were noticed on the Pelly by Dr. Dawson, [seep. 40.J Above 
the gravel terrace the lavas resume, and are present all the way to the 
Pelly. They are underlain by gneisses similar to those described 

I" 

Crvstalline 
~ciii sts a.long 
tha Yukon. 

before, and by granites and diorites. A specimen of diabase-porphyry 
composed of crystl1ls of augite and plagioclase porphyritically dis
tributed through a micro-crystalline chloritic base, was obtained from 
the cliffs west of the flat on which Fort Selkirk was situated . 

.After reaching the site of Old Fort Selkirk, at the confluence of the 
Pelly and Lewes rivers, my journey was continued up the last-named 
stream and over the Chilkoot Pass to the sea, which was reached on 
the 15th September, 1888. This part of my route, therefore, coincides 
with that followed and examined in 1887 by Dr. Dawson, and is 
described by him [in previous pages.] 

NOTES ON THE GENERAL GEOLOGY OF PART OF THE 

YUKON DISTRICT. 

[The subjoined notes extracted from Mr. McConnell's report are 
those bearing upon parts of the Yukon District described in the fore

going pages. J 
* * * * * * * 

In the Rocky Mountains themselves no pre-Cambrian rocks were 

observed. 
West of the Rocky Mountains crystalline schists are largely 

developed along the valley of the Pelly-Yukon. They were first 
met with, in ascending the river, near the International Bound
ary, and were then traced southwards by numerous exposures 
as far as Fort Selkirk, at the junction of the Lewes and Pelly, 
and they continue on up the Lewes a bout thirty miles farther. 
The belt of crystalline rocks has a width of something over a 
hundred miles and strikes in a south-easterly direction from the 
International Boundary, or long. 141° W. diagonally across the Pelly
Yukon and up the Pelly to near its head, and then continues on 
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across the Frances River. The extension of the belb beyond the Fran
ces River is not known. It does not reach the Liard, however, as no 
crystalline Hchist5 were noticed on that stream . South of the latitude of 
the Liard the crystaJline rocks, like the Rocky Mountains themselves, 
do not continue southwards along their old strikes, but along parallel 
strikes a couple of degrees farther west. The break in the continuity 
of the Rocky Mount<1ins, which is referred to on another page, has its 
e;ounterpart in a break in the continuity of the belt of crystalline 
rocks which usually accompanies them on the west. 

The clips of the crystalline rocks along the Pelly-Yukon are usually Dip of rocks. 

westerly and at high angles. 
Along the eastern edge of the crystalline belt, the rocks a.re character- Charactn of 

. d b 1 . h 1 d . 1 1 f 1 d l . cry,tallme ize y a genera greems co our an consist arge yo a tere vo came rocks. 

rocks. The most important variety is a sheared and altered greenish 
quartzose schist. With this are associated greenish chlorite-be11ring 
schists, lustrous mica-schists, diabases an'.l serpent.ines. The schists 
are interbedded with occasional bands of slates and crysta!litlf' lime-
stones, and are broken through in many places by igneous intrusions. 

The green schists are underlain, in ascending the river, by a great 
thickness of well foliated mica-gneis~es alternating with mica and horn
blende-schists, which are distinctly Arcbrean in appearance and litho
logical characters. They bear a strnng general resemblance to the 
Archrean rocks, recently described by Dr. Dawson from the western 
part of the Selkirks. Granite intrusions occur in the gneissic area, 
but less frequently than in the green schist belt. 

* * * * * * * 
A hundred and twenty miles below the Ramparts, the Mackenzie 

enters a third Creta~eous are11, and the largest one on the river. Cre
taceous beds appear in the banks a short distance below old Fort 
Good Hope and extend down the M11ckenzie to the head of its delta, 
and westwards across the Rocky Mountains and down the Porcupine 
to about long. 139° W. They consist on the !\f ackenzie of co11r~e sbales 
interstratified with some sand<:tones and fine-grained conglomerates; 
in the mountains of several thousand feet of barren sandstones and 
quartzites underlain by dark shales, and on t he Porcupine of the same 
two series underlain by a great thickness of alternating shales, sand
stones and conglomerates, holding Aticella Mosquensis var. concentrica. 
The intermediate dark shales are probably of Benton age, while the 
lower division so far as the fossil evidence goes, repre:sents the Queen 
Charlotte Island formation and the Dakota. 

*[See preceding pages.] 
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Cretaceous shales holding Aiicella and passing upwards into fine· 
grained conglomeraLes, occur on the Yukon for many miles above and 
below the ruouth of the Tatonduc and were traced by Ogilvie up the 
latter stream for some distance. They have been greatly disturbed 
and are folded up in broad bands with the underlying Palreozoic lime
stones. 

It is highly probable that the val'ious Cretaceous areas scattered 
along the Liard, Mackenzie, Porcupine and Pelly-Yukon, were origi
nally connected and have been separated by denudation. This is 
shown by the structure of the region, by the fossil evidence so far as it 
goes, and by the lithological and &tratigraphical resemblances which 
prevail throughout. 

* * * * * * * 
TERTIARY. 

Tertiary west West of the mountains soft incoherent beds resem hling those at the 
of mountains. mouth of Great Bear River and probably of about the same age, are ex

posed along the Porcupine River in the vicinity of the Old Crow Moun
tains. They were first seen about half a mile above Fishing River and 
were traced as far as the head of the Ramparts, a distance in a direct line 
of forty-two miles. Opposite the Old Crow Mountains and at another 
point farther up the river they are interrupted by uplifts of the under
lying Cretaceous shales. Like the Great Rear River beds they rest uncon
forrnably on the rocks beneath. They consist essentially of light-coloured 
sands, sandy clays, clays and conglomerates, with occasional nodular 
beds of ironstone, and in one section hold a small lignite searr. No 
fossils of any kind were obtained from them. They are horizontal, or 
nearly so, and have a minimum thickness of 300 feet. Similar beds 
were noticed in the interval betwP.en the Upper and Lower Ramparts, 
and also occur for a short distance along the river below the Lower 
Ramparts. 

"f<:-rraces. 

The Tertiary beds occupy basins in the older rock, and evidence an 
elevation of the land at the end of the Cretaceous period followed by 
prolonged denudation, and a subsequent depression, accompanied by 
the formation of the Jakes in which they were laid down. 

* * * * * * * 
SUPERFICIAL DEPOSITS AND GLACIAL ACTION. 

In crossing the mountains by the Peel River Portage few glacial 
features were noticed. A couple of terraces, the higher of which has 
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an elevation of about 550 feet above t.he sea, flank the range on the 
east, and a sub-angular gneissic erratic was found at a height of 1500 
feet, hut this was probably water-borne. On the western side of the 
mountains a terrace, with fragments of a higher one resting on it in 
places, was crossed at an elevation of about 1500 feet above the sea. 
Proceeding down Rat River to the Porcupine, and down the latter 
through the R::tmparts, sands, gr:wels and silts, are found resting on the 
underlying rocks, but no bvulder-clay, perched boulders or other evid
ence of glaciation were anywhere seen. Along the upper part of the 
Ramparts river-gravels, often very course in character, were noticed 
ut various points up to elevations of 400 or 500 feet ubove the surface 
of the river. Some miles below the Ramparts, the banks of the valley Great plain. 

diverge on either side and inclose a great plain through which the 
Porcupine Rerpentines all the way to the Yukon, a distance measured 
in a straight line of about seventy-five miles. This plain has a width 
in its widest part of fully ninety miles.. Sections ure cut through it. in 
different directions both by the Porcupine and Pelly-Yukon, and show 
it to be underlain thrnughout by stratified sands and silts, often showing 
false bedding and with occusional luyers of gravel. The !utter appear-
ed to become finer-graim•cl and of le 'R relutive importance towurcls the 
centre of the urea. The size of the pl<tin, its uniformity and the chu1'-
acter of the beds which underlie it suggest a delta origin, and correlate 
it with the lowlands at present in course of fonnation at the mouth of 
Slave River in Greut Slave T_,ake. It is probable that a lake-basin or 
great dilatation in the channels of the Porcupine and Yukon once 
existed here and ha'I been obliterated by the deposition of the detritus 
brought down by the two streams, or, as suggested by Ru~sell, * the 
facts may be expluined by a damming back of the Yukon by recent 
orographic movements. 

The Yukon, above its junction with the Porcupine, winds through 
the alluvial or hicustrnl plain which has just been describe,! for a dis
tance of seventy mil es. Above this the valley becomes more contract
ed, and is floored with the older rocks or the ordinary river wa~h. 

Opposite the International Boundary a terrace was noticed by Russell 1:etrrBace odppo-
s1 e oun ary. 

at a height of 734 feet above the level of the river. Above the bound-
ary fragments of similar high terraces, usually somewhat indistinct, 
occur at several points, and roll.eel gravels were found at varying heights 
opposite all our camps. Thirty miles below the mouth of the Pelly 
rolled gravels, evidently derived from broken down terraces, were 
found in some abundance up to a height of 800 feet. From the Stew-
art River upwards, terraces of a more recent date, ranging up to a 

*Bull. Geol. Soc. Am ., vol. I, p. 11'1. 
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hundred feet in height, border the river at intervals and increase in 
elevation as we ascend, but no boulder-clay or other evidences of 
glaciation were seen until a point about seven miles beiow the Rink 
Rapid was

1 
reached. Above this signs of glacier action, as previou5]y 

pointed out by Dr. Dawson, are unmistakeable. The plateau bordering 
the Pelly-Yukon was not Pxamined, but, judging simply from the 
records of the Ice n,ge which the valley itself affords, it would appear 
that the glacier which undoubtedly filled the upper part 0f the vn,lley 
of the Lewes and moved northwards did not descend much below lat. 
62° 24' N. Below this the deposits indicate a flooded valley, but 

nothing else. 
A feature of some interest in connection with glacial phenomena, 

and which may have some bearing on the non-glaciated condition of 
part of Alaska and the adjacent portion of the .North-west Territory of 
Canada, is the fact that gln,ciers are unknown in the Rocky Mountains 
north of the head-waters of the Athabasca, or about lat. 54° N. North 
of this occasional patches of snow survive the summer in sheltered 
nooks, but even these decrease in frequency with increasing latitude, 
and on the Peel River portage, in !at. 67° 20' N., the snow had entirely 
disappeared before the middle of July. Also, in descending the Porcu
pine and ascending the Yukon, no snow was seen until far up the 
Lewes, and no glaciers until the head waters of this stream were 
r~ached. It follows from this that climatic changes which would 
extend the present glaciers of the Bow and Saskatchewan far down 
their valleys might have little or no effect in imposing glacial condi
tions on this more northern region. 

* * * * * * * 
ECONOMIC MINERALS. 

GoLn.-As a full account of the discovery of gold and the progress 
n,ml present condition of gold mining in the Upper Liard, Cassiar and 
Yukon districts is given by Dr. Dawson [in preceding pages,] it; will be 
unnecessary to go into Lhe subject in detail here. "Colours" of gold occur 
in the b ·1rs of the Liard all the way t0 its mouth, but no deposits of 
economic value hn,ve been found below the Devil's Portage. A number 
of bars were worked, between the Devil's Portage and the mouth of 
Dease River, for several years afte1· the discovery of gold on the Liard by 
Messrs. MeCulloch and Thibert in the year 1872, hut these are now 
all abandoned and the records of them lost. At the present time no 
miners are employed on the Lin,rd below the mouth of Dease Hiver. 

Gold in paying quantities has not been found on either the Macken-
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zie or the Porcupine, and the rock formations bordering these rivers do 
not appear to be gold bearing. 

On the Pelly-Yukon above the Boundary, and as far as the mouth of YGolkd on the 
u on. 

the Pelly, the limit of my examination, gold in varying qua ntities is of 
almost universal occurrence, but up to the present time [1888] active 
operations have been confined almost entirely to two of the tributaries. 
Of tlwse Forty-mile Crr.ek enterR the Pelly-Yukon from the west, about 
forty miles above the boundary and has its course mostly in Alaska, 
while Stewart l~iver comes in from the east and flows through Canadian 
territory all the way. Gold was discovered on the Stewart in 1885, and 
in that and the following year the estimated yield of the various bars 
amounted to over $100,000, but in 1887 it was almost deserted owing 
to the discovery of coarse gold on Forty-mile Creek, and the consequent 
"stampede" of the miners to that stream. The gold on the Stewart is StewartRiver. 

reported to be "fine," and the bars are often exhausted under present 
conditions in a single season's work, but as they are abandoned when 
the yield falls much below $10 a day per man, it is highly probable 
that work on many of them will be resumed when improved methods 
of mining are introduced, and the present exhorbitant prices for 
labour and provisions are reduced. Extensive gravel benches of a more 
or less auriferous character border the Stewart in many pla.ces, and 
promise remunerative returns if worked on a large scale. 

Forty-mile Creek proved a veritable bonanza to most of the miners Forty-mile 

who reached it\ early in 1887, but in 1888 the returns, owing to the Creek. 

contir.ued high water, were disappointing. In the former year the 
yield has been estimated all the way from $75,000 to $150,000 and was 
probably in the neighbourhood of $100,000. In 1888 the yield, in con-
sequence of the enforced idleness of the miners, declined to less than 
$20,000, most of which was obtained from the upper or Alaskan part 
of the stream. The number of miners employed on the stream during 
the two seasons varied from a.bout 100 to 350. The gold on Forty-mile 
Creek is coarser than that obtained from the Stewart, but the aurifer-
ous bars are usually of little depth and are soon skimmed over. Some 
attention was paid during the seaso n of 1888 to prospecting the 
gulches a,nd gravel terraces bordering the stream, but these have not 
been worked as yet to any notable extent. 

The country rocks bordering the Pelly-Yukon, all the way from the Quartz veins. 

boundary to \Yhite River and beyond, consist of schists broken through 
by eruptive gmni~es and diorites, geological conditions peculiarly favor-
ab~e to the existence of metalliferous deposits. They nre traver~ec:l in 
many rla.ces along the river by promising quartz veins and le<lg<'R, but 
these have been very little prospected as yet, the miners contenting 
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themselves up to the present with tht: development of the more easily 
worked placer deposits. 

SrLVER.-A small lode of argentiferous galena crosses Forty-mile 
Creek a couple of miles above its mouth. A specimen of this brought 
back by :Mr. Ogilvif' and analysed by Mr. Hoffmann yielded over 38 
oz. of sil ,·er to the ton. 

CoPPER.-Copper-pyrites, in small quantities, was noticed at se\'eral 
points between Forty-mile Creek and Fort Reliance. It does not occur 
in veins, but appears to impregnate individual fa.yers of the schist it
self. Traces of copper were also observed in the Castle :Mountain 
dolomites at the base of the Nahanni Butte section. 

FIBROUS SERPENTINE.-Some of the serpentines in the vicinity of 
Forty-mile Creek occasionally assume a fibrous structure and pass into 
a picrolite or coarse asbestus. A small specimen of good serpentine 
asbestus has also been brought from the Stewart River, [p. 24.J 

* * * * * * 
Coal. COAL.-West of the mountains a small seam of lignite was observed 

on the Porcupine, a few miles above the mouth of Old Crow River, 
and seams of coal are reported to occur in a small stream which enters 
the Pelly-Yukon from the east below Forty-mile Creek. The latter is 
probably of Cretaceous age. 

' 
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