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one of 15 symbols; if a sample was collected but there is no data available a dot is )E
plotted. The symbols are- arranged so that they first increase in size to the eighth [
symbol and then increase in blackness to the fifteenth. The two small crosses at the
low end of the scale are used to respectively denote concentrations below the analy-
tical detection limit, or in the data group containing the detection limit. The

data are grouped on a semi-logarithmic scale, i.e. 1,2,5,10,20,50,100 etc. Five de-
cades can be spanned and this arbitrary division has been chosen for the continuing
Canada wide series of maps constituting the National Geochemical Reconnaissance.

The choice of symbols and the data groups they represent for any specific ele-
ment is based on the histogram and cumulative frequency plot for the total survey
data from one, or more contiguous, open file sheets covered in one field season.

The eighth symbol is used for the model group as defined by the histogram, this group
usually includes the median of the data as defined by the 0.5 (50%) point on the cum-
ulative frequency plot. Some, or all, of the remaining 14 symbols are chosen ‘o
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