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History - The upper Liard region was where the first gold was mined 
in the Yulon Territory. In 1874 miners ascended the Liard from the 
Cassiar area and stayed to prospect and mine on Sayyea, Scurvy and 
other Brea creel-s. Scurvy gained it's name when miners v.'ho had 
decided to winter there that year died Cfrom scurvyD and were buried 
near the mouth of the creel- . Other attempts have since been made m 
the a r e a , but in most cases have been abandoned due to difficulties 
in gaining access to this remote a r e a , or due to 1 acl- of funds. 

Locat 1 on - The a rea prospected is on the upper reachies of an 
un-named right limit tributary to Scurvy creel- , mid~way between 
Scurvy La!-es and Shootamool- Creel. The area prospected is St m, east 
of hill 5S3*f and is centered at Lat. 60 49.5" and Long, 131 10'. 

Access -- Access during the ISSll field season was by helicopter from 
Svji ft River, an approximate one hour flight. Two winter trails pass 
within 18 and 25 Iilomertes of the target a r e a . An airstrip of 
unl-nown quality exists approximately 91 m. distant on Shootamool-
creel-. There a r e no lales capable of handling a float plane in the 
immediate a r s a . 

Geology - Bedroct geology consists of interbedded quartzite, 
phyllite, limestone and conglomerate- Ouartn veins cut all 
lithoJogies and thermal metamorphism is prevalent throughout the area 
prospected. Occasional dykes of both a basic and felsitic composition 
were noted. Surficial deposits consist of gravely sand and small 
boulders of a local origin. 

Fc on om i c Geo logy -- Numerous quartz veins occur m the area 
prospected. Samples were tal-en and some appeared to contain gold when 
viewed with a hand lense.. Apart from the gold the only other element 
of interest observed were minor amounts of copper sulphides. Hand 
trenching of surficial deposits was conducted. Pits averaged 7 feet 
deep and consisted of: one foot of organics 

two feet of fine gravels and sand 
SIX inches of clay 
two feet of gravel and small boulders 
one foot of regular size stream gravels 

Bed roc! was not reached Cdue to grciund water and pit wall slumpingl!,, 
but estimates a r e from 12-20 feet deep. Gravels a r e un-frozen and 
appear to be above the last glaciation as no large boulders were 
encountered. Fine gold was located on surface and trenching along 
with regular sampling showed that the size and frequency increased 
with depth. Other heavy minerals encountered include magnetite and 
minor amounts of pyrite. 

Conclusions And Reccomendatlohs - The quartz veins encountered carry 
good gold values and coupled v.)ith the epithermal textures observed it 
leads one to believe that there is potential for a bonanza type 
epithermal style ore body. F'urther prospecting and detailed chip 
sampling of the Inown gold bearing quartz veins is warranted. The 
widespread thermal metamorphism in the a rea leads one to believe that 
an intrusion exists m the immediate area. Prospects for bull tonnage 
qold a r e best in and near acidic intrusions and therefore a search 



for the heat source and subsequent prospecting F. i f found] of it and 
the immediate a rea is warranted. Placer prospecting to date has 
demonstrated the existance of economical concentrations of placer 
gold in the gravels tested. It is therefore reccome^nded that 
equipment be brought in to initiate a bull testing program. If 
results from this testing program are positive, it is then 
reccomended that construction of an airstrip be initiated Cto reduce 
supply and maintenance costs] and that full scale mining is to be 
begun immediately. 
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