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Note: T his m a p a ccom pa nies the Y GS Open File 2023-1 report, which should be referred to for a  com plete description of the
m a pping m ethodology a nd definitions of polygon la bel codes.
T his m a p serves a s a  genera l guide to surficia l m a teria ls only, a s it is prim a rily ba sed on rem ote interpreta tion with lim ited
field verifica tion, a nd significa nt va ria tion m a y occur within a  polygon. Geotechnica l field investiga tions such a s test pitting
a nd/or drilling would be required to fully cha ra cterize surficia l m a teria ls prior to site specific a ctivities.

SURFICIAL MATERIALS

Surficia l m a teria l polygon m a p units were cla ssified using the T erra in Cla ssifica tion System  for British Colum bia  (Howes a nd
K enk, 1997) with m inor m odifica tions developed for Y ukon Geologica l Survey’s m a pping sta nda rds to include a  wider va riety
of perm a frost fea tures a nd a ge cla ssifica tions.
A sa m ple polygon m a p la bel or terra in unit is shown below. Surficia l m a teria l form s the core of the polygon m a p la bels a nd is
represented by the first single upper ca se letter in ea ch terra in unit. U p to 3 textura l codes a re written in lower ca se to the left
of ea ch surficia l m a teria l (listed in order of decrea sing dom ina nce), a nd up to 3 surfa ce expression codes a re written in lower
ca se to the right. An upper ca se a ctivity qua lifier (A = a ctive; I = ina ctive) m a y be shown im m edia tely following the surficia l
m a teria l. Alterna tively, the gla cia l qua lifier "G " m a y be written im m edia tely following the surficia l m a teria l to indica te m a teria ls
tha t were deposited in close proxim ity to gla ciers. Age is indica ted by a n upper ca se letter tha t follows the surfa ce expression
but precedes a ny geom orphologica l process m odifiers. U p to 3 geom orphologica l processes (upper ca se letters) a nd
subcla sses (lower ca se letters) a lwa ys follow a  da sh ("-") sym bol. Deta iled definitions for the polygon m a p la bel codes a re
provided in subsequent sections.
U p to 4 terra in units m a y be com bined in a  com plex polygon m a p la bel if they could not be differentia ted a t the sca le of
m a pping. Ea ch terra in unit is sepa ra ted by a  delim iter tha t either indica tes rela tive proportions between the com ponents (“.”,
“/”, “//”) or stra tigra phic rela tionships (“\”).
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